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The Book of PROVERBS. 



INTRODUCTION. 



w\ 



^R tftrve here another bookj and another author ^ namely , Solomon, 
the ^Ueat ofmen^ who hffd uncommon abUitie%y anl large experi- 
ence. It contains excellent maxims /or the conduct qfli/e. The vtord 
Jircrverb signifies a ntMng ^ecchy or observation^ that ought to have 
great weight with mankind ; a short sententious sfieech^ (^ great ex- 
cellency and importance : and such among the indents being chiejly 
sindies and comjiarisonsy in which onp thing looked to another for the 
better illustration qfit^ it became in common use to sigmfy any wisf^ 
important maxim, Thejirst nine chgpters fire more connected than 
the resty and contain a commendation of and exhortation to true wis- 
dom ; which in the fear of God, The remaining chapters contain 
directions how to govern ourselves in all circufnstances and retatior^s 
in life. Other parts of scripture are Hke a rich mine^ where the prec- 
ious ore runs along in one continued vein ; but this book is like a heap 
ofpearlsy which, though they qre loose and unstrung, are not there/ore 
ihc less vcUuable, 

CHAP. I. 

1 T^ H E provcrt)s of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel ; 

2 X To know wisdom and instruction ; to perceive the words 
of understanding ; to make men know when good advice isgiven^ 
cmd how to give it to others ; or to teach them to avoid errors, and 

3 to correct ihose they have fallen into ; To receive the instruction 
of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity ; that is, to mak^ 
them good in every circumstance, condition, and relation in Hfe ; 

4 To gfve subtiky to the simple, to the young man knowledge 
and discretion ; they are designed to teach caution and sagacity to 
the unexperienced ; but they are not intended for them alonc^ thefc 

5 is that in them which may improve the wisest, A wise [man] 
will hear, and will increase learning ; and a man of understand- 

• 6 ing shall attain unto wise counsels : To understand a proverb, 
and the interpretation ; the words of the wise, and their dark 
sajriQgs ; to understand the meaning oj parables, figures, and other 
ways of instruction, 
r The fear of the Lord {i$] the beginning of knowledge : [but] 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. This verse is a key to the 
vfhole book. By wittdhm, he does not mean common sagacity, car- 
nal policy f or great learning, but true religion ,• and by fools heie. 
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4 PROVERBS. I.. 

<iYe not meant those who want common senae^ but who are thought* 

$ Uaa^ and opfioae themselves to all true religion and piety. My wt^ 

bear the instruction of thy father, tnd forsake not the law of thy 

mother ; meaning not his own son merely^ but aU his readers^ 

esfiecially the youngy whom he addresses with tender affection as 

9 his children : For they [shall be] an ornament of grace unto 

thy bead) and chains about thy neck ; better than any gay dress, 

10 II My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they 

say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily 

12 for the innocent without cause : Let us swallow them up alive 
as the grave ; and whole, as those that go down into the pit ; 
there is no more danger of a discovery ^ than if they were swallowed 

13 ufi at once by an earthquake : We shall find alt precious sub* 
stance, we shall fill our bouses with spoil ; not only get enough 
to furnish out a short entertainment^ but to Hve ufion in a sfilendid 

14 numner hereafer : Cast in thy lot among us ; let us all have 

15 one purse :• My son, walk not thou in the way with them ; 

16 refrain thy fix>t from their path : For their feet run to evil, andf 

1 7 make haste to shed Uood. Surely in vain the net is spread in 
the sight of any bird, but wicked men are more foolish^ they see 

18 their danger j and yet run into it. And Ihey lay wait for theif 
[own] blood ; they lurk privily for their [own] tives ; the ven» 

19 geance of the magistrate^ or cfGod<t will crvertake them. »So [arej 
the ways of every pne that is greedy of gain ; they are like a bird 
taken in a snare ; [which] taketh away the life pf the owners 
thereof, the owner*s life to get it^ or rather^ his own life wlien he 
has got possession qfity and thinks himself secure. 

20 Wisdom, in the abstract ^ which is here refirescpted as a person j 
crieth without ; she uttcreth her voice in the streets ; that is^ 
by conscience and Prcrvidence^ by the scriptures and prophets •• 

2 1 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of 

22 the gates : in the city she uttereth her words, [saying,] How 
long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, that is^ folly ? and 
the scomers delight in their scorning, and fook hate knowledge \ 

23 that is J reHgicn and good advice. Turn you at my reproof : 
behold, I will pour but my spirit unto you, I will make knpwn 
my words unto you ; / will cornmunicate my whole ndnd to you^ 

24 and explain things in the clearest manner. Because I liave called^ 
and ye refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no man 

25 regarded ; But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 

26 none of my reproof : I alsp will laugh at your calamity ; I will 
mock when your fear cometh ; if you disregard myt counsel^ I 

27 will as little regard what becomes of you ; When your icar con^ 
eth as desolation, ancf your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; 
when distress of body and anguish of mind cometh upon you. 

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; they shall 
seek me early, but they shall not find me. Here is a remaria* 

• It is probable that loxanr prevailed in the peace »^ plenty of Solemnn's re iffn ; tnd 
^OtttiK men who had spent their fortunes mi^t turn highm^men '•nd plunderer* ; therefore 
they say. Do is we do, anU thoo, tbooch a new comer, shall &re h. we fare, tboogh ve hart 
hcta longer at (he trade. 
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PROVERBS, I. 5 

He ^^^fl^ efperw9 ; dnnnenmHomhtganitt^tteechcM to themg 

kut v^iflt faking it tunu from them^ <md 9fieak9 only concerning 

them f 09 if he had mid^ I niU Aave no more to $ay to them, but 

89 Mm and thu9 shall it be done unto them : For that they hated 

30 knowledge) antf did Dot choose the fear of the Lord : They 
would none of my counsel : they despised all ray reproof. 

3 1 Therefore shall they eat of the ffuit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices ; suffer the natural consequences of 

32 their folly. For the turning away of the simple /rom the fiat hs of 
pietyj shall slay them, and the ease or prosperity of fools shall 
destroy them ; make them proud, scornful, and forgetful of God^ 

33 and so hasten their ruin. But whoso hearkcneth unto ine shall 
dwell safely, ^nd sh^ll be quiet from fear of evil j not only from, 
real evil, but even the fear ofit^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1, T N order to profit by the instructions of this book, the fear of 
X God is necessary. This is the first principle which Solomon 
lays down ; and it is indeed a very important one. We should be 
chily sensible that there is a God ; that it is our highest wisdom to 
please him, and to be careful ofolfending him. This is the foun- 
dation of all useful knowledge. Without some degree of this prin- 
ciple, no instructions will profit. It should recommend this book 
to our study, that it far exceeds all other systems of morality 
among the ancients, and that it insists so much on our regard and 
duty to God ; of which they take little or no notice. 

2. It is ous duty to pay a serious attention to the instructions 
which arS delivered by our parents and other teachers. Children 
mhoold hear the instructions of their fathers, and forget not the law of 
their mothers ; (see v. *«.) for the divine law secures a regard to 
mothers. If children think themselves wise enough, and too %vi£e 
to learn, let them remember what Solomon says, v, 5.a ttw man 
mil hear and mil increase learning. It is a mark of wisdom to 
hear ; and none of us shall loose our labour by studying this book. 
The aged and experienced, as well as the young, may improve in 
knowledge and piety by it, and should therefoi^e seriously attend 
to it. 

3. Let us be thankful that we have so many good instructions, 
for gaining knowledge and regulating our conduct. Cod uses vari- 
ous methods to communicate wisdom to us ; such as reason and 
conscience, his providence, the holy scriptures, his ministers, and 
spirit. Instructions are given to all of us ; they are plain and open, 
frequently repeated, strongly and aifectioftately urged, and have leeii 
long cont'mued. God is very good to us in these advantages, and it 
becomes us to receive them with all thankfulness. 

4. Let us observe the bad consequences of despising and neglect- 
ing this advice ; fear and anguish, distress and destruction, shall 
come upon such. Th^ may call for mercy, but God will not hear. 
V, 26. I will laugh at your calamity ; I mil mock when your fear 
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« TROVERBS. II. 

eometh. Dreadful expression ! enough to make one liable :' and 
ivhat a sad reflection will it be, that the^r brought all tneir misery 
upon themselves, and that they eat only thefrtdt of their own doing*. 
They live and die fools, and perish, without hope and without reme«* 
dy. Let us then receive instruction^ and be wise and happy for ever. 



CHAP. U. 

In order to eif courage his fiu/al to hearken to his advice^ Solomon in 
this cf^fiter shov/a hitUf thqit wisdom may be obtained ; refircsentf 
the benefits oj ity as what would secure the blessing and guidance of 
Cody fireserve from (he snares of evil men and women^ and lead him 
in the way to ha/tjiiness. 

1 IV /r^ son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my com- 
xVJL mandments with thee, that is^be careful to remember them; 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, [and] apply thinic 
heart to understanding ; command thy roving thoughts^ check thy 
foolish fiassionsy hear with diligent attention and sincere affection ; 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, [and] lifiest up thy voice 
for understanding ; if thou seekest direction from men^ and above 

4 all from God by fervent firaycr^ (James i, 5.) If thou seekest 
her as silver, and searchest for her as [for] hid treasures, with 
the greatest diligence ^ resolution^ and fierseverance^ and art not dis* 

6 couragrd ; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LoRDy 

and find the knowledge of God ; know what true religion isj and 

€ be inclined to firactise it. For the Lord giveth wisdom : out of 

T his mouth [eometh] knowledge and understanding. He layeth 

up sound wisdom for the righteous : [he is] a buckler to them 

8 that walk uprightly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and 

9 pi*eserveth the way of his saints. Then shalt thou understand 
righteousness and judgment, and equity ; [yea,] every good 

10 path ; thy duty to God and man. When wisdom entereth into 

1 1 thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul ; Discre- 

12 tion shall preserve thee, understahding shall keep thee : To de- 
liver thee from the way of the evil [man,] from the man that 
speakcth froward things, that would instil bad pripcijiles into 

\ 3 thee ; Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways 
1 i of darkness, offierfdexityy poverty^ shame^ arul misery ; Who 

rt'joice to do evil, [and] delij^htin the frowardnessof the wicked, 
15 that isy to make others as bad as themselves ; Whose ways [are] 

crooked, and [they] froward in their paths ; who act contrary to 
1 5 rcqaon and und^stanbing^ and their true interest : To deliver 

thee from the strange woman, [even] from the stranger [which] 
17 flattercth with her words, that is^ from lewd women ;• Which 

• Ks the Irwtsli Un inflicted hravy ptinuhment^ on thmt who committfd fornication »nd 
•ilnUcr) , i: \< prohJthk th^t the Jews h^ hirlnts amoitg ttKi from the ndghbourlo); nation.", 
%vhuh >>c<)*iCi- 1 th-m to ini|>urity and idolatry ; ;ind miv;nlBp tolerated in some corrupt prti- 
#'ds ot i\\Ay state. The ca»£* w^s the taiu" at Athens. whePe KorciRn strumpets were t»l-r» 
x-ed. Hipne*' tKlg name ilrjnzt 'mtmcn camt to bt applied to all bad women,' wnctiicr foMin» 
wi or hriiclltcf. 
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PROVERBS. II. 7 

ibrsaketh the guide of her youth, her husband,, whom ahe chose as 
mchy and forgetteth the cbvenant of her God ; her solemn vows 

18 ofJideUty^ to which God was both a party and a witness. For hef 
hoose inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead ; the 
Hebrew is^ to the giants j that is^ sinners of the old worlds who for 

19 induing fleshly lusts were swept down to hell by the flood. None 
that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the 
paths of lifie. An awful passage^ intimating that it is very uncom-* 
mon^ and next to imfiossiblei for impure sinners to be reclaimed. 
Wisdom will keep thee from these paths^ and incline Ihee to a better 

iO way ; That thou mayest walk in the way of good [men,] and 
keepr the paths of the righteous ; the ways of the holy patriarchs 

2 1 and prophets, and other righteous men. For the upright shall 
dwell ki the l«id, and the perfect shall remain in it ; enjoy the 

S3 good things qf Hfey and fteate with them. But the wicked shall 
be cut off from the earth, and tlie trahsgres^tors shall be rooted 
out of it ; their hopes from this world shall be disappointed f thiir 
families be extinct ^ and none left to preserve t/ieir memory, 

RE^FLECTIONS. 

1. T ET us reflecf on the importance of gaining wisdom, and 
JL-J the certainty of succeeding in the attempt, as a motive to 
diligence in the pursuit of it. It is of the utmost importafice, as it 
will teafch the fear and knowledge of God, which is the noblest sci-s 
ence ; and lead us in the paths of religion, which are the most pleas- 
ant paths. We are likewise sure of success, for God will give wis- 
dom. But he will not give it to the slothful ; we must take pains 
for it. Let us observe the expressions, we must incline our ear, 
a/t/dy our hearts, Hft up our voice, seek and search, as men who dig 
in the mines ; we must exert all the powers of the soul ; must not 
be discouraged by any difficulties, but persevere in the attempt ; 
then the gain will amply repay all the toil and labour. 

2. In order to make progress in religion, and experience its,good 
effects, it is necessary that we take pleasure in it. It must enter 
into the heart, and be pleasant to the soul*; take possession of the 
affections, and be pursued and entertained with relish and delight ; 
yea, it must be preferred to every other gain and pleasure. Men 
Deglect religion, or make very little improvement in it, because they 
come to it with reluctance ; do not take delight in it, but esteem it 
a task, and therefore find it a burden. Let us labour to conquer 
this unhappy aversion, and regard religion as our roost important 
business and highest pleasure. 

3. The study of wisdom, and the practice of piety, are the best 
securities against evil company and all its snares. The love of 
reading and study is very useful to all, especially to young minds, 
particularly when it is ait^ded with a suitable disposition to receive 
and obey useful instrudSons. It will keep them from those that 
apeak froward things^ that would corrupt their minds, argue or laug^i 
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« PROVERBS. III. 

them out of good principles, dispositions^ and resolutions ; from 
men that rejoice to do mischief, and take pleasure in the destruc* 
tion of their fellow creatures. It will also keep them from the com* 
|>any of bad women, which is more dangerous still, for they have 
Tarious charms and artifices to allure ; and yet their abandoned 
characters ought, one would think, to deter every pers<Hi from com« 
ing near them. If such should ever tempt young persons, let them 
remember those awful words, none that go unto her return again ; 
it is a thousand to one that they arc tiever recovered ; for whore* 
mongers and adulterers God vnil Judge. Finally, wisdom will incline 
them to walk with the righteous, in the ways of good men ; to 
choose them for their friends and companions, to hearken to their 
advice, and follow their example ; men, whose lives are honourablet 
whose end is peace, and whose glory will be eternal. Stand there- 
fore in the paths of wisdom and piety ; ask for the good old way, and 
vnik therein^ and ye shall Jind rest to your soiUs. 



CHAP. ni. 

Solomoh goes on to recommend the study tf wisdom^ by the many bene^ 
Jits it brings ; and cautiotis us against those things v>hich are in» 
consistent vnth it. 



o 



1 TV/TY son, let me again entreat thee^ forget not my law : but 
XVJL let thine heart keep my Commandments : For fength of 
days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee ; a long^ 

3 healthfuly and prosfierous life. Let not mercy and truth forsake 
thee, but practise these duties : bind them as ornaments about thy 
neck ; write them upon the table of thine heart ; keefi them in 

4 /lerfietual remembrance : So shalt thou find fevour and good un- 
derstanding in^ the sight of God and man ; fvhen persons are 
governed by integrity^ they generally find that a good interpreta* 

5 tion is put ufion their actions. Trust in the Lord vrith all thine 
heart ; and lean not unto thine own understanding, that t«, to 
thine own wisdom and skilly as if that were sufficient for thy direc* 

H tion and prosperity. In all thy ways,t72 all thy undertakings^ public 

and private^ daily and solemnly y acknowledge him, and he shall 
7 direct thy paths, and protect and prosper thee in them. Be not 

wise in thine own eyes, to the neglect qfthe rule now given : fear 
t the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel» 

ory as some render iV, to thy fleshy and marrow to thy bones ; it is 
9 the way to obtain health of body and cheerfulness of mind. Honour 

the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruitsof all thine 

10 increase ; with thy tythesy offeringsy and first fruits. So shall thy 
bams be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with 

1 1 new wine. My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, 
as if it was not worth regarding ; neither be weary of his cor- 
rection ; afflictions are sent for some good end ; they are very 

■ beneficial^ and tokens (fGod*s lovcj therrfore be patient under them. 
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PROVERBS. III. 9 

li For whom the Lord loveth he corrf cteth ; even as a father the 
son [in whom] he d^ghtetfa. 

13 Happy [U] the man [that] findeth wisdom^ and the man 

14 [that] s^ttelh un<krataoding* For the merchandise of it [is] 
better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 

1 5 fine g;old. She [is] more precious than rubies : and all the 
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her ; a 
com/iari9on /tecu&arly l^eaudfulj conndering how great their com' 

16 nttrc¥ was in Soiom9n*s day9. Length of days [is] in her right 
hand ; [and] in her left hand riches and Jionour ; 9he cornea to 
thee Hke a wealthy princess^ with her hands Jvll <f btesdnga. 

17 Her ways [are] ways of pleasantnc^> and all her paths [are] 

18 peace ; fireaent fieace and eternal rest. She [is] a tree of life to 
them that lay hold upon her ; a princifile of immortality and hafi^ 
fdness^ alluding to the tree qf life in fiaradise : and happy [is every 
one] that retaineth her ; wlUch implies the difficulty of laying hold 

19 of her J and of keeping that hold. The Lord by wisdom hath found- 
ed the earth ; by understanding hath he established the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds 
drop down th^ dew, that is^ the vapours arise from the sea and the 
earthy andjumish a supply of rain ; intimating^ that wisdom makes 
a man something like God^ resembling him in knowledge and good' 

2 1 nesF, My son, let not them depart from thine eyes : keep 
32 sound wisdom and discretion : So shall they be life unto thy 

23 soul, and grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way 
safely, and thy foot shall not stumble ; thou shalt go about thy 

24 business comfortably and succes^uUy. When thou n<»t down, 
thou shalt not be afraid ; yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweel ; no anxious distracting cares or painful reflections 

25 shall disturb thy refiose. Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the 
desolation of the wicked, when it cometh ; qf enemies oTid wicked 

26 wfrn, who are ready to lay all waste. For the Lord shall be thy 
confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken by those 
who He in wait to destroy thee. And if thow desirest that God 
should hear thy prayers, and help thecy 

27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is 

28 tn the power of thine hand to do [it.] Say not unto thy neigh- 
bour. Go, and come agaii), and tomorrow I will give ; when thou 
hast it by thee ; not only pay thy just debts, but be kind and lib' 
eral to those in distress; keep not any one in a cruel or unnecessary 

29 suspense. Devise not evil against thy neighbour, against his 
/ierson, property or reputation, seeing he dweileth securely by 
thee, does not suspect thee, is off Ms guard, and therefore it were 

SO greater baseness and wickedness to injure him. Strive not with 

a BiMi without cause, if he have done thee no harm ; do not go 

ta law, or engage in quarrels, where there is no real or intended 

3 1 irfjury, or none that is very great. Envy thou not the oppressor, 

3 2 and choose none of his ways, though he thriues by them. For the 

froward [is] abomination to the Lord : but his secret [is] witl^ 

tl>e righteous ; they are Ids friends and favourites^ 

\OL. V. H 
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3!J Tlie curae of the Lord [is] in the house of the wickcrf f 

34 but Ire blesseth the habitation of the just. Surely he scornetb 
the scomers, w?V/ exfiose them t9 scorn and contemfit : but h% 
giveth gfface unto^the lowly, that i»y favour vith him9tlfand vnth 

35 men. The wise shall inherit glory, though they may be diasatU'^ 
fiedfoT a while : but shame sliall be the promotion of fools ; 

ahame shall render them conafdcuoua, artd their foUy wiM apfiear 
more remarkable and ahamefiu by their exahaition, 

REFLECTIONS. 

T;iTS chapter is so full of excellent instructions for the conduct 
of life, that every verse suggests them. Let us particularly 
attend to the following remarks. 

1 . The happy consequences of getting wisdom^ shouW excite us 
diligently to pursue it, Solomon Avas so sensible of the weaknes^^ 
of human nature, of the importance of gaining wisdom^ and how 
necessary it was th'at this should be inculcated again and again upon 
young people, that he urges it by a variety of arguments. The 
knowledge and practice of piety and virtue conduce to the health of 
the body, the peace of the mind, to our living upon good termsr 
with others and being respected by them. It tends to our success 
in business, and adds an additional charm to' all the comforts of life ; 
above all, it ensures the favour of God. How justly then does SoU 
omon represent this as the best trade and merchandise \ Let us 
therefore apply our minds to religion, that we may find, by our 
own expenence, the truth of these observations. Godlineaa hath the 
promise ofthcUJe which now Isy and of that wTiich is to come, 

2. Humility and prayer are the best means of engaging the di* 
vine direction and blessii^. The first maxim of importance to 
young people is, not to be wise in their own eyea^ nor lean to their own 
understandings. Conceit makes them rash aftd contemptible, keeps 
them in ignorance, ancT makes them unwilling to submit to the rule* 
and restraints of religion. But God giveth grace to the lowly y ati^ 
therefore, sensible of our own weakness, let us trust in him ; and 
by daily, serious prayer, acknowledge him in all our waya^ especially 
in all aflairs of diffkulty and rmportaiKe. We must not only be- 
lieve that there is an^ overruling ProvidencCf but seriously acknowl- 
edge it. Then will God direct us in the right way ; and though we 
meet with affliction in it, it will end well, in everlasting peace and 
joy. 

3. Let us learn how we are to behave under the afflictions of life. 
The apostle quotes the eleventh verse of di is chapter, in Neb, xii. 5* 
and calls it an exftortafion that sfieaka to u» aa unto children. This is 
an important hint, viz. that all these exhortations speak to us, as 
well as tof those for whose immediate use Solomon wrote them. 
^ay we not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor think lightly of 
it, or that it is not sent with a good design, and capable of being 
very useful. Nor must we be nveary of ity or, as the apostle saysy 
faint under it^ tlwugh it may be long continued Tliough it should 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROVERBS. ly, 11 

Erow heavier and heavier, we ought not to xminnur, nbr take un^ 
wful methods to remove it .: we should not think it more than we 
need, ot that it is continued k>ngef than is for our good. All proceeds 
from love ; it is not the sword of an enemy, hut the rod of a father $ 
that is,a token of his love, and the means of his children's happiness. 

4. We are taught the surest and readiest way of thriving in the 
world. Hearken, ye mon of trade, to the exhortation of the wisest 
man and the greatest trader that ever lived ; i^^ merchandise of 
wisdom is better than that ^silver ; ^ind the gain thereof than fine 
gold. Honour the Lord with your substance ; do good with it, re- 
lieving the poor, and supporting the interests of religion. Honour 
him with your increase : as your substance increases, do the more 
good with it. This is the way to have his blessing, which maketh 
richj and addeth no sorrow with it. When we have opportunities of 
doing good, we ought to embrace them quickly and readily ; not 
bid our neighbour come again tomorrow. If he demand justice of 
us, a just debt, it is unjust to defer payment. If he solicit charity, 
it is barbarous to keep him in suspense ; his wants may be urgent, 
and we may die before the morrow. Let us nerer study to find ex*- 
puses for omitting or deferring tp do good ; for God loveth a cheer^ 
Jul gilder. 

5. We are here taught to guard against anxious fears ; be not 
afraid of sudden feary which is indeed apt to put a man into confu- 
sion, because he has not time to recollect himself. But this is a 
disposition we should strive against, for our own sakes, and tlie 
Jionour of religion. It is very weak to give way to every little 
alarm, qr to heheve every story which foolish and wicked men may 
spread. It is also very unbecoming those who profess to believe 
that the Lord reigneth. Be not afraid of the desolation qf the wicked 
when it comet h^ much less when it is at a distance, and least of all 
when it is only suspected or rumoured. The Lord is the confidence 
of his people, and therefore they should not fear. But if they dis- 
honour him ^d his provi^cn^e by their unbelief, it may provoke 

' him to give them up a prey to their own tormenting fears, and 
thus make their lives very miserable. Fear the Lord then and de^ 
part from evil^ and fear nothing else. 

V -^^- '- ' ' 

CHAP. IV. 

^lonttm here continues hi9. exhortations ta all^ especially to young peo* 
fdcy whom he address itnt/i the tender concern of a father. 

1 XTE A R, ye children, the instruction of a fatlier, and attend 

2 JL J^ to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, 
not a triflings indifferent matter^ but what is absolutely necessary 

for your peace and happiness ; forsake ye not my law. To 

recommend these instructions he relates that they were such as he 

^ receivedfrom his pious father. For I was my fgilher's son, ten^ 
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12 PROVERBS. IV. 

4 dcr and only [beloved] in the sight of my mother. He taught 
me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words : 

5 keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get under- 
standing, labour^ traffic for ity that «, 9eek it as diligently a$ men 
do the wealth and honours of this world : forget [it] not ; neither 

6 decline from the words o^my mouth. Forsake her not, and she 
shall preserve thee : love her, and she shall keep thee, a* thy sur- \ 

7 esty strongest guard. Wisdom [is] the principal Uiing ; [there- 
fore] get wisdom : and with all thy getting g^t understanding;, 

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee ; ;^he shall bring thee to 

9 honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace : ^ crown of glqry shsdl she deliver 
to thee. Thus for he seems to repeat David*s instruction to himi 

\0 he then goes on^ Hear, Q my V)n, and receive my sayings ; and 
1 1 the years of thy life shall be many. I liave taught thee in the 

13 way of wisdom ; I have led thee in right paths. When 
thou goest, thy steps shall not be straiteped ; and whenthoii 
runnest, thou shalt not stumble ; wisdom will deliver thee from 
intricacies and fierfilexities^ which tltou wouldst otherwise fall 
intt). Religion is an easy and sqfe ihytg, A mind under the influ" 
enee qf irregular /ia9sieti9 is straitened : (is a man^ whose shoe is 
too tighty is galled f and the sfieedythe ease<i and tfie gracefulness q/* 

13 ^ moiifln sfioiled. Take fast bold of instnictiop ; let [her] no( 
14^ gp : keep her ; for she [is] tty life. Enter not into the path 

15 of the wickedi and go not in the way qf evil [men.] Avoid it, 
pass not by it) turn from it, and pass away ; a beautiful climax 
or gradation ; stay not in the fiath^go not into ity even for f little 
while to make exfierimeni ; avoid entering u/ion tt^ come not n^ar, 

1 6 «V, ^0 any ether way rather than that, for they sleep not, except 
they have done misehief ; and their sleep is ta|iei> away, unless 
they cau^e [some] to fid! ; tAey have no satisfaction till they have 

17 accomplished their wicked dengm. For t'hey eat tjic bread of 
wickedness and drink \^t lyi^e pf violence ; they subsist on ill • 
gotten gain ; wickedness is meat^ drinks and sleefi to them^ all their 

18 business and pleasure. But the path of the jus^ [is] as the shin- 
ing light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day ;* 
a wise man makes prfgtess in religion^ and he finds its pleaswf 
increasing ; as the rising sun shines brighter and brighter till it 

19 comes to the perfection ^its lustre. The way of the wicked [is] 
as darkness : they know not at what they stumble ; little acci- 
dents bring mischitfufton t^em ; events which they never thought 
of and which there was no probability q^ their falling into, 

20 My son, attend to my words ; incline thine ear unto my say- 
7 1 ipgs. Let them not depart fron^ thine eyes ; keep thep in the 
S2 midst of thine heart. For they [are] life unto those that fipd 

them, and health to all their flesh ; a remedy under all their griefs 
23 and troubles. Keep thy heart with all diligence, guard it more 
cautiously titan any thing else ; for oqt of it [are] the issues of 
life ; the heart is the spring cfaction^ and thy actions will be good 
or bad as thy heart is; and this care will end in life and happi* 
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24 WW. Put away from thee a froward mouth) and pcrvcrac lipi 
put hv from thee ; eifery thing contrary to sobriety, charity y der 

tS cencyy and religion. Let thhic eyes look right on, and let thine 
eyelids look tiraight before thee ; iet not thine attention ramble 
to every object^ but keep, one great end in view ; and then go on 

36 steadily and resolutely, vfithout being diverted from it. Ponder 
the path of thy feet, and let ^ thy ways be established, or, all 

27 thy ways shall be ordered aright. Turn not to the right hand nor 
to the left, shun all extremes^ (Eccl, vii. 16, 17.) remove thy foot 
from evil. 

JIEFLECTIONS. 

>. "XX/ E here see the yrisdpm and advantage of giving go6d 
y V instructions to children. Solomon was tenderly beloved 
ty his father and mother ; ^d observe how they shewed their Sf* 
fiectioD, not by neglecting and humouring him, but by catechizing and 
instructing him. The true way in which parents ought to show 
their love to their children, 19 to teach thepi the excellency of wis- 
dom and piety ; to inculcate }t iipon them again and again, with 
wannth and importunity. The happy consequence of thjs will be, 
that they will be likely to remember th^ir instructions, as Solomon 
liid, and take care to impre3S th^m on their own children. It is an 
important argument for giving children a good eflucation, that they 
ydU teach their children. Thus will religion be kept up in families» 
^oid in the world. 

2. Let all, and especially youi)g inei), avoid evil comfiany. How 
^rongly does Solomon caution against this. If we knew that the 
plague was in a ho^se, we should. avoid it ; not only not stay in it» 
but not go into it ; we should not stan^ i^ear lU nor pass by it, but 
go some other way. These expression9 show the great danger 
there is of being entangled before we are aware ; and what great 

^ caution i^ necessary. Let us shqt^ then the society of the wicked^ 
for a comfianion of fools shall be destroyed, 

3. If we desire to t^ hply and happy, we must keep, our hearts 
vfUh all diligence ; to begin wMi the government of the thought^ 
wxA affections, watch over the workii^g^ of the mind, and keep it 
with more care than any thing else. There is a very important 
reason g^ven for this, for out of it are t^e issues qflife. Our living 
veil or ill depends upon this very thing ; and our lives will either 
be good or bad| as this ifatchfulne^s over the heart is kept up or 
neglected. 

4. We see wherein true wisdom consists. What excellent rules 
for our conduct in this life and preparation for a better, are con« 
tained in the close of ^hi$ chapter I In choosing the right end", w^ 
should act with caution and deliberation ; before we resolve on any 
action or scheme, let us view it narrowly, be exact and critical in 
considering its nature and consequences, then pursue it steadily, 
frithoiit WAvering> or suffering other objecU to interrupt us. By 
these methods we see men prosper in this world ; and the like pm» 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 PROVERBS. V. 

jence^ forethought, and steadiness is necessaiy in the CMre of tht 
foul ; and it 19 pecuJiady necessary for young people to acquire a 
habit of this. Let us then be careful that we vfaik circuma/icctly ^ 
not qm/qoU^ but 09 ftfise men, #- 
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pHAP. V, 

Solomon here refieat^ hU cautions to yo%/mg fteo/^e^ and fiartifuhrfy 
vama them against unclcanneea. 

1 ly/r Y son, attend untp my wisdo^ii [and] bow thine ear tp 

3 ^JL my understanding s That thou mayest regard discretion 

thybtif^ [and that] thy lips may keep knowledge, and be able to 

3 tnstruci others, ^or the lips of a strange wpman drop [as] ai| 
. honeycomb, anjl her mouth [is] smoother ihao oil ; she ha^ 

4 many arts of address ; iByt her end \s bitter as wormwopd, sharp 
4|^ as a two edged swprd, vioundhtg poth body and soui. Her fee^ 

go down to death ; her steps takt: hold on hell, lead to ruin in 

6 both worlds. Lest thou shouldst ponder the path of life, her 
ways arc moveable, [th^t] thou canst not know [them ;] her chiif 
0iesign is to keep, thee from considering ; she knows how to vary 
t/te neth'^d qf address^ according to (he temfier of t^e person shet, 
has to do v)ith ; sometimes toothings and sometimes frowning. 

7 Hear me now, thcrc^re, O ye children, and depart not from the 
p words of my mouth. Rempve ^hy way far from her^ and come 
9 not nigh the dopr of her house ; L^^t thou give thine honour 

unto others, bring disease and untimely death on thyself and thy 

years unto the cruel ;• thy strength ttnd the flower of thy a^e to 

\0 harlots^ who are cruel both in principles ^nd practices :, Lest 

strangers be filled with thy wealth ; and thy labgurs [1^} in the 

1 1 house of k ?itrangcr ; And thou mourn at the last, wh?n thy 

12 flesh a^d thy body are consumed, And say, How have I hated in- ' 
|3 struction, and my heart despised repropf; And have not obeyed 

the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that in- 
|4 slrocted me I I was almost in all evil in the micjst of the con- 
gregation and assembly ; I arrived to susha pitch of nvickedness^ 
that J had lost common shame^ so tf^at I could say and do many, 
iasdx'ioua and indecent things hffore large companies ; tvhich a 
7Jian of common sense and decency y though he bad no religion^ would 
be ashamed of Solomon then recommends marriage^ as one remC' 
dy against fleshly lusts ^ %fhich he describes in a beautiful flgure^ 
alluding to the scarcity of water in those hot coiintfieSj which madfi 
the firoficrty of a well "very valuable. 
\S Drink waters out of thine pun cistern, and runnipg waters out^ 
of thine own well ; intimating that there was as much greater 
pleasure in an agreeable wife than in those forbidden lusts^ as theie 

• This phrtue may be nni1er«tood of the remtfv «f the fiQsbnnd, who in tliose •ountrie^ 
mtgUt put tbe adulccircr to draih. ' ' 
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Wtt0 in drinking pure water out of a clean welty than dirty vmter 

16 oui of a kennel. Let thy foontaniA be dispersed abroad, [audi 
rivers of yraters in the streeta ; tht children which Jtowfrom thi* 
Jountain thou mayeit bring' abroad in fmdUcy without re/ii oach 9 
fUace them in /andliea of their own, and 9ee a progeny descending 

17 from tkem^ like fiure streamnfrom a Jountain. Let them be only 
thJne own, and not strangers* with thee ; a* if he had %aidy If 
thou wilt indulge thyaeff in unlawful freedoms ^ thou wilt Met tky owm 
wife a bad examfile^ by following which she may destroy the cer-* 

It tainty oj thy offsfiring. Let thy fonntain be blessed, or a blea^ 
mng to thee : and rejcuce with the wife cf thy yotith, take delight 

19 in her company and converse, [Let her be as] the loTing hkid 
and pleasant roe ; alluding- to a custom which still prevails in the 
emstj of having young fawns kept in their houses for their children 
to play with : let her breasts satisfy thee at all times ; and be 
thou Mvished akrays with her love, that w, let her be the subject 

Jo of thy thoughts and the object of thy wishes. And why wilt thov> 
my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace th4> 

1 1 b6som of a stranger ? For the ways of man [are] before the 
«ye8 of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings ; he sees^ and 
will severely punish JlagroTU lusts. Conscience wiil likewise punish 
fnm if he thus go astray y for 
'92 His own iniquities shall take the wicked hhnself, tmd he fhall 
be hoWeii with the cords of his sins, so that he cannot disentangle 

t3 himself when he desires and attempts it. He shall die without 
instruction \ and iii the greatness of his folly he shall go astray i 
this sin hath on unhappy tendency to make men incorrigibie^ and 
(like travellers wandering from the right way J to precipitate 
themselves into unexpected ruin, 

REFLECTIONS. 

!. "XXT^E here see what a friend to sobriety and refigioti con- 
VV sideration is. Solomon represents it as the design of 
artful sinners to keep those whom they sedticei or would seduce, 
iram ponderingjhe path of life ^ and endeavours to stupify their un-* 
derstanding8« ReHgion would be minded, and siO avoided, if men 
would but look about them, and consider the nature aDd conse^ 
quences of their conduct. It is therefore the artifice of Satan and 
his agents to hurry young men on in a round of gaiety and dissipa- 
tion ; and thus to keep them from serious thought. And this is 
Che great neiischief that modern diversions do ; they banish constd- 
eration ; and when that is effected, men become an easy prey to 
every deceiver. 

2. The time will come when thoughtless sinners will mourn tind 
lament. They are noit jovial and nKM-ry ; think religion too strict ; 
ministers too precise ; and their admonitions mere bugbears,' ir- 
iended only to frighten them from pleasure. But the perio^l is 
hastening on when they will most certuinly be of another mind ? 
capeckJly when the flesh and body are co?tsumeJy antl they sick s^ud 
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djriog. Then they will mourn ; and none will mourn more bitter* 
If than the children of good fNventS) . who have been both instructed 
and reproved. They will then remei^iiber the instructions they be- 
fore negkcted, and the reproofs they before despised ; and will wish 
that they had aeted otherwise. If therefore it is our desire to re» 
move evil from ourjleeh^ and •orrowfrom our hearty let us fionder the 
p^h of our feet ^ and choose the way qf&ft, 

3. Let this chapter be a warning to all, and especially to young 
people, against the lusts of the flesh. Many are watching for your 
(lestruction, both artful womeny iukI wicked men, who would tempt 
you to impurity, by smooth speeches and £ur promises. Their Up* 
drofi as the honeycomb^ tut there U fioUon in them : and if you are 
aeduced, you are likely to lose your health, your substance, your 
credit, your peaoe, and your souls. As the best antidote against 
their artifices, remember v. 21. the vmya of man are before the eye9 
^the Lord^ and he ponder eth all hU goings ; no darkness can hide 
them ; and however light men may make of such crimes, (which it 
Mems to be the design of most modem plays and romances, at least 
to palliate) the eternal and almighty God hath declared, that v;hpn» 
mongers and adulterers he will judge ; and that they shall all have 
their fiortion in the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone. There^ 
fore J dearly beloved^ I beseech you as fulgrims and strangers^ abstain 
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul. 



CHAP. VL 

1 "\/rY son, if thou be surety for thy friend, [if] thou hast 
JLVX stricken thy hand with a stranger, art bound for him to bis 

2 crtditorsy Thou art snared with the words.of thy mouth, tliou art 
taken with the words of thy mouth ; hast brought thyself into 

3 trouble^ and art wretchedly hampered. Do this now, my son, and 
dehver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend ; 
go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend ; earnestly entreat 
him to take some course for thy sqfety by paying the debty or getting 

4 some other security. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber 

5 to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand [of the 
hunter,] and as a bifrd from the hand of the fowler,/or /Aon may- 
est be arrested and ruined^ when thou dost not expect it. 

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways, and be wise : 

7 Whkh having no guide to direct iV, overseer to enact /aw, or 
i ruler to punish idleness^ Providelh her meat in the summer, [and] 

gathereth her food in the harvest, and lays it up secure against 

winter. Thou hast nobler capaciiiesy and much greater business 

9 to do^ than the ants^ therefore How long wilt thou sleep, O slug- 

10 gard ? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep ? sayings [Yet] a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep ; 
wanting to indulge thyself a little more^ and yet a little more^ un* 

1 1 willing to rise and apply thyself to thy proper business : So shall 
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tky poteHjr oomc as^ qm that tn^tlUth ^afi (ty Htfi^ «o that thou 
€amt scares perceive him ivavtf, and thy \iaait, ipAnt ii arrivet^ 
mU $€ize thee as an armed qmdi agahui wAom Mou rimtf MoArtf 
iM re*i§tante. 

12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with afroward 

13 mouth; vmntain%kmMe^fbylie9^Jkuter^and9kmder. He wink* 
eth with hia eyes, he speaketh with his f<pet, he teacheth with 
his fii^ra ; he ha9 pamoate 9gU9 ta instruct hU accompHceM Aom 

U they are to fday their part ; Frowardoess [is] in his heart, be 
dtfvi^th mischiaf con^mfally ; he aoweth discord infandHes and 

15 nations^ hoping to^nd hie account in it. Therefore shall his ca- 
lamity come suddenly ; suddenly shall he be broken without 
remedy. 

16 These six [things! doth the Lord hate : yea, seren [are] an 

17 ahoqiioatiQU unto him. : A prond look, a lying tongue, and hands 

18 that shed innocent blood. An heart that deviseth Wicked imag)* 
nations, to gratify hie appetite*^ his covetoueneea^ or revenge^ feet 

19 that t)e swi^ in runnipg to mischief, A &lse witness in judgment 
[that] sp^keth liesi ^hat i«, perjuree hinuelfi and hini that sow- 
eth discprdi among brethren ^ beiveen near rel^tipnej where there 
ought to be mutual qffectiqn. 

SO My son, keep thy £aither*s conunandment, ^n^ forsake not the 

31 law of thy mother : Bind them continually upon thine heart, 
[and] tie thefn about thy neck ; Jix them on thy mindy keep them 
contirmaily before thine eyea^ and thou wiltjiad constant ben^t by 

3^ it. When thou goest, it shall lead thee ; when thou sleepestf 
it shall keep thee ; and [when] thou awakes^, it shall talk with 
thee ; true religion mil be a gidde^ a guards and a pleasant com* 
pamofif and suggest proper and comfortable meditations to thee in 

%i the night. For the commandment [is] a lamp ; and the law [is] 
light ; and reproofs of instruction [are] the way of life ; they 
will direct thee in every circumstance qfli/e : and will be particu» 

24 larly of use To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flat- 
tery of the tongue of a strange woman, which a prudent educu" 
tiony and even moral precepts^ are not always able to do, 

25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart ; neither let her take 
36 thee with her eyelids ; talk not qfher smiles and charms ; For by 

means of a whorish woman [a man is brought] to a piece of 

bread ; and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life ; she 

27 not only destroys the estate^ but health and bfe itself. Can a man 

take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned ? at lease 

38 blackened^ which a wise man would not choose. Can one go upon 

39 hot coals, and his feet not be burned ? So he that goeth in to his 
neighbour's wife ; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent ; 

30 it will bring guiUf skaau and sorrow upon him. [Men] do not 
despise a thie^ if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry ; 
he is not reckoned so infamous^ nor do men rigorously punish himf 

81 but rather pity and forgive him: But [if] he be found, he shall 
restore seven fold, that isy many fMy he shall give all the sub^ 
stance of his house rather than be exposed tit public prosecution. 
Vol. V. C 
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^ [But] who80 committeth adultery mth a womali latketh under' 

33 standiiig : he [that] doeth it destroyeth his own soul. A wound 

and dbbonour shall he get ; and his reproach sbaH not be wiped 

away ; edtdiery U much mere infixmoua ikon th^ : it is an ever* 

laBting brand ofdiagrace^ beside the fatal conBequenccB ,v>hich at* 

S4 tend thejeaUnmy (^ the husbtmd, For jealousy [is] the rage of a 

35 man : therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He 

will not regard any ransom ; neither will he rest content, though 

thou g^veat many gifts ; he vfiU prtmetute the adititerer even unt9 

deathj fa* by the law qfMoHs he might) and no fievmdary recam* 

peme vriti Mt^fy him, 

REFLECTION. . 

WE may observe, that this chaptc^r contaihs abtmdance of ex» 
ceHent cautions to young people, against the errors inta 
which they are prone to fall. Let them avoid entering inta bonds 
and promises for others. In some caseft ft may b^ an act of justice 
or charity ; but persons shduld be cautious who they engage /or | 
and not engage for more than they are willing to pay, and tan pay 
without injury to their &milies. But prudence will generally i'eqtiire 
young people to avoid such ettgagements. Idhiness is atiothef 
temptation to which they are exposed, and the want of forecan and 
frugality^ Being provided for by their parents, they are apt to be 
extravagant ; forgetting that the time of yotith and strength, is the 
time to make provision for families, for sickness, and old age. But 
they are most in danger from fleshly liists. They are ready to 
imagine that they are secure from gross acts of vice ; but are often 
led into thett before they are aware. They think they may keep 
company, at least stay a while with men and women of vicious 
characters, whhbtit danger ; but this is as ridictilous and absurd, as 
it would be for a man to fiutjire into hU bcsonij or go ufion hot coalM^ 
V. 27, 2t. When onCe men have brought themselves bito straits 
by idleness, extravagance, br impHriiy, then they are tempted to 
lying, doing mischief, sowing discord, perjury, and all those things 
that Uie Lord hates. Now to prevent all these, the grand direction 
is to be ruled by the law of God ; the study of it and meditation 
ttpon it, at*e at once the best security against vice and a source of 
the noblest pleasures. Stich remarks as these cannot be closed 
v^ithout lamenting over this wicked land of ours. Instead of pity^ 
ing, and deafiHg gently with a thlef^ he is transported, or hanged ; 
v^blle adulterers and adttlteresses, whom the law of God commands 
to be sUfely put to death, are not only spared, and go unpunished, 
but are scarce reckoned infamous ; are put on the same level, in 
)>taces of public resort, with the chaste and virtuous ;' yea, if the 
truth is reported, in many of Cur gay assemblies, are treated more 
respectfully than they. Such is our politeness, wisdom, and piety I 
It it timc^ Lor d^ for thee to vfork^/or men make void thy law. 
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CHAP. Vlf, 

fiotomon here reiwau fat cautiona to aUy etftedallyto hit yottng reader^ 
^^fOTUtJUMy itut*f with regard to which they need Hne ufion Hnc,^ 

\ Ti/TY son, keep my words/ and lay up my commandments. 

2 JLVJL with M^c, as thy bcBt treasure, K^ep my command- 
ments, and live i^ and my law as the apple of thine eye, that is, 
with the greatest care ; a* if he had saH^ Thou hadst better loose 
thine eyesy and live in darkness, than that thy ndnd should be withm 

S out v4sdonu Bind them upon thy fingecs, write them. upon the 

4 tabfe of thine heart ; harue them idways ready for use. Say unto 
wisdom, Thou [art] my sister ; and ciJi understanding Ithy] 
kinswoman ;. grhw into such an intimate qcguaintance and friend" . 
sM/i with them, as fiersons usually have with their near relations, 

5 That they may keep thee from t^e Grange woman) from the 
strangen [which] ftittereth with her words ; to comftly with 
whose solicitations there might be great temptations amidst the 
luxury of Solomon* s reign. To enforce the caution, he relates an, 
account of a thqughtless, young mtm, who was seduced and ruined- 

^ by a wicked woman. For at the window of my house I looked 

? through my caseqaentf And beheld among the simple ones,;! 

discern|*d among the youtbSi a yopng roan void of unidei^tand- 

8 ing, a giddy, unex/ierienced young fellow. Passing through the 

9 street near her corner ; and be went the way to her house, In 
the twilight;^ in Uie evening, v^ the black i|nd da^rk night ; it 
was tTi^ tl\e twilight that J saw it, biu to him it finwd aklacfc anfi 

W) darknighi : And, behold, there met him.a:WQ\)qan [wi^] thje 
.attire ot ^ WrlQt, q gay, airy dress,, nfit used by modest women, 

\i\ and subti|e ^f heaft, (Sbip [is] lo^d, ta/Hs^and Umghs loud i a 
pretty sure m^rk ojf^qn immpd^^^at least of. a weak ndnd ; and 
stubbornT'^ ^'^ i^t be, advised and controled / her feet abide 
not in.hec house ;, she Ipves gating a^oad, and any thing bi^t 

12 family business : Now [is she] withj^t, i|ow ti^ the streets, and 

13 lieth iawaiit at eveiy comer.) So^ she caught, hinn, and kisseid 
U. him, [apd] WL(h an impvdent,&ce sai4 ui^to himt [I have] peace 
\fi offerings, with nip ; this day have I payed my vowa,* There-. 

fore came. I forth tom^t the<^ diligently to #eek thy ^ce^ and 

U I have fouQd. t)ieQ. I have decked my bed wHH coverings, gf 

17 tapestry, with carved [worJ(%] vfith fine Jiufn of Egypt. I have 

)8 peH\une4 my b^d with myrrh, i4ot^ and ciwa^^oo. Coi^e». 

let us take our fill of love until the morning : let us solace 

19 ourselves with loves. For the good nua^ [is] not. at home ; 

acknowledging herself to be a married woman, but making ligfu 

qfthat : she does not call him^h^ husband, but ^ the good man, or 

the man of the house, whom they call my husband ; tie is gone A. 

long journey, and will^tay a long time, therefore there is no danger 

* It is tenerally ondentnod by thli rerte, that she kept up s#me fonm of religion. Bit . 
Mpvt of the peace oftertngs were to be r/tcn » home/ it may ooly intimate^ that she had^ 
^reat deal of ffiod provi«iouk id her 1k>Dtc. 
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^0 qfhU disecrvering it. He hatb taken a bag of mon^ with hiin> 

21 [and] will come home at the day appointed. With her much 
fair speech she caused him to yield ; with the Battering of her 
lips she forced him> notvnthatanding some reluctance Jrom ItU own 

22 conscience. He goeth after her straightway, as an ox gocth to 
S3 the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction pf the M(3<iks ; Till 

a dart strike through his liver ; as a bird hasteth to the snore, 
24t and knoweth not that it [is] for his life.* Hearken unto mc now 

therefore, O ye children, and attend tp the words of my mouth. 
4i9 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her 

paths ; do not %hov> any inclination to go near her ; do not hearken 

26 to her^ but check thefivt rising o/ tem/itation. For she hath cast 
down many wounded : yea, inapy strong [men] have been slain 
by her ; there are many melancholy instances of this in iM^'Sam* 

27 9ony David J and others^ which are intended Jor our warning. Her 
house, however it nuiy be decked with ornaments^ [is] the way to 
hell, going dp^^ to the chambers of deaths t/mt tsj to the grave 
and everlasting destruction,^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTI^T^E may hence learn, the regard we should show to wis- 
V V dom, hamely, to keep, it as the most valuable treafsure, 
to have ^s dictates familiar to our minds, and, by frequent medfta- 
tion, ready for Oiir use. A superficial knowledge of divine things, 
k -general ac(]uidr/tance with them only, \viH not be sufficient : by 
this alone we shall not perceive their beauty and excellence, what- 
^cver degre^ 6f religious knowledge yrt have gained.* May we kee/i 
it as tlie afifile (^ the eye ; he very tender of it, tha^iiothtng may 
injure it or deprive us of it : this is the way to be secure aga'm^t 
teinptation. , Th<?y are those who are void of uiider standing tliat 
are c6rrupfed arid 'destroyed : whereas, to keefi the commnndmeiits of 
Cody is the Wky toKve cbmfortiibly atnd to secure everlasting life. 

5. How dfesihlble is it for all, especially the young, to consider 
^hc'clonsifqnenc^ of their actions I M-hen any pleasures solicit them, 
ih consider hbw they will end. When the temptation is proposed, 
every thing lo61c^ chatining and pleasant ; hut if they would only 
consider the ^art which will strike them through, that anguish of 
eonsciende ni^tildh ^forbidden pfeasufes will bi-ing ; and that place of 
tbrment^o which they-leatf, they would not comply. Oh let our 
yjKing friends thct^fore be cautious, not high minded, but fear : let 

• ¥nut ^e render, as mfuot to ike ^nfrectirn ./ t\e Uccku a learned crltk «co(H ttivAgVp 
ms the deer ikipp^th into the toil, which tbe huntsman selrrth tn cntrai? biin. ThMe is ■* beau. 
t\ful gradirion In the morion of the thtrc anf.i.iN liert- tnritilonrd ; the ox, the deef, «nd the 
l^ixi ; e»ch KOe» itfifter than the other, oml ♦•o it xtyif%tvx% the increasing j»jKretI ■* tth which 
tKe Tounjr sinner i% hurried on to his rain, riil he leels hlmtrlt iuor|all7 vrounded, xad it 1« 
'td6nte'togoteck. 

t Mr. Hertry <*(ierve«. that thi$ M*7 twmhl «erve the lieentioos pomar«d pUy witter* of 
©ur age to make a comedv on. Tte harlot, with them would he iheheioine, ar.d the amlient^ 
woidd he much diverted with her roftbod of decoying the young squire ; and those who saw 
If act^d, would go awar and be glud to b«- so pivkea up. Thus foob make a mock at tin. But 
Solomon tells ir, and all wise men UfiD reaiwA hear it ju a very melwicboly story, and whit 
should excite their coatiga. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROVERBS, vm. n 

Hkftfm net boast of Uieir strength and nraptotion, for, v. 25. Shf 
kaih cttM down many v)oimdtd ; jtm, pmny strong men have teen dam 
Sy her. Theneipre fvoich and pray ^ lest ye enter into temfitoHon. 

3. When sini^rs take so much pains to allure and seduce others, 
what pity Lb h that wise and good men will take so little to preserve 
or pe«)yer them. What pains is the harlot here represented a$ 
taking to corrupt ! to procure every thing alluring, to make the 
temptation plausible, tio answer every objection which the person 
tempted might be apt io make ; and all to make apother more and 
sm>re a child of hell. Where do we see such zeal as this in good 
men ! Where do. we see such a. concern to direct unexperienced 
souls ! to sedL OMt, take notice of, and encourage, those who appear 
to be serious ; to warn them of the snares of sin ; to represent to 
tiwm thp pleasures pf religion ; and exhort them to taste and see 
that the Lord is good ? The artifices and zeal of sinners ought to 
shame and humUe us, that we do no more for one another^ sovls» 
and take so Ihtle pains to warn, admonish, and encourage one 
mother ; especially since so much is to be said in favour of religion, 
and we may hope for the (concurrence of ditipe grace in our piou« 
attempts to promote it. Me that tumeth a sbmer from the error of 
Ms way9^ saveth a soul from death, Therefbre exhort one another 
daily f Kvhile it is called today y lest any be hatdened through the deedt^ 
Jidness of sin. 



CHAP. vni. 

m 

In this chafUff ther^ is an evident contrast or p/iftosition t9 the aUurtii 
ments ^the harlot pie^tioned in the former chqftter, 

1 Tp\0 TH not wisdopicry ? and understanding put forth he^ 

2 JLJf voice ; earnestly invite men to receive her ? She standeth 
in the top of high places, by the way in the plapes of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of tlie city, at the foming 
in at the doors ; in the most public filaces^ in open day ; not like 
the, harlot^ ashamed to be seen ; her instructions are plain to alL 

4 Unto you^ O men, I call ; and my voice [is] to the sons of man. 

5 O ye simple, understand wisdom : and, ye fools, be ye of at> 

6 understanding heart- Hear ; for I will epeak of excellent, or 
princely y things, worthy the attention of all ; and the opening of 

7 my lips [shall be] right things. For my mouth shall spak 
truth ; and wickedtiess [is] an abomination to my lips, it is the 

8 design of all my addresses to prevent it. All the words of my 
mouth [are] in righteousness ; [there is] nothing froward or 
perverse in them ; nothing to hamper or perplex yoUf to abridge 
you of your just liberty^ much less to mislead or pervert you, 

9 They [are] all plain tp him that understandeth, and right to 
them that find knowledge j vho are tvcll disposed^ and endeaV" 
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|0 our to diuingtmh between right and vw&ng. Receive my instrnc* 
tiornaml not silver, |Aar 29, rather than eihteri and knowledge rath- 

U er than choice gold. For wisdom [is] better than rubieSf or 
the most /trechus gems ; and all the things that niay be desired 

^2 are not to be compared to it I wisdom dwell with prudence, 
do not content myself with sfieculationy but extend to firacticey and 
£nd out knowledge of witty invention^ that is^ ingenious inven^ 
tionsy i9hich are of great use in human llfe^ and subservient to the 
mo9t imfwrtant fiurfioses, I instruct men in the first piace^ that 

13 The fear of the Loco [i«] to hateevil> pride, and arrogancy, and 
the evil way, and the froward mouth, do 1 hate, ail sinftU firacr 

14 ticesy slandcTy and detraction. Counsel [is] mine, and fiound 
wisdom ; I [am] undecstanding ; I have strength ; I show 
men what is Jit to he donCf and ins/Ure them with coura^ to d% tt* 

15 16 By me klDg:^ reigriif *nd princes decree justice. By me 
princes iiilei and noblet* [^ven] all the judges of the earth ; thai 
isy by wisdom they nuJcejufit qnd merciful laws for the government 
of their fieofilcyttnci conduct the weighty affairs qfkingdoj^s andno" 

17 tions. I love tl^efh that love me ; ancl those that seek me early 

18 shall find me. Riches and honour [are] with me v [y«a,] durable 
riches and rightcou^ies^ wealth which wears wclli and brings 

19 with it a ticte to a better Jnl^tanpe. My fruit [is] better than 
gold, yea, than fine gold ; and my revenue than choipe silver. 

20 I lead, or direct^ in the way oifirivate righteousness, in the 
ga nftidj^of.ihe pa^^ of fiublic judgmon^ Thai l^ may c^o^e 

those that love me to inherit substance, make them truly and com^ 
t2 filetely hafifty ; and \ will fill their treasures.* The Loro pos- 
sessed me as his treasttre it) the beginning pf J^is way, before 
^his works of old ; it is an argument that wisdom is the most ex^ 
cellent things because it dwelt in God bejbre thetfreation (ftkt 
world y and direeted/ns actions in aH he made. As tfhe hadsaUdy 
Since it is an attribttfe di^/tlayed in all hiji works qf creqfion and • 
providence^ therrfore^ the more wisdom any creature HfL^ tf^ more 

23 he resembles the great Creator, I ym^ set up from everlastingf^ 

24 from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When [there 
were] no depths, 1 was brought fqrth ; [when there were] 

25 no lountains abounding with water. Before the mountains 

26 were settled, before the hiH« was I brought forth : While as 
yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest 
pi^rt of the dnst ofthp world, r^^ ground on which v(e triads 
or rather^ the beginning or mass of dusty before it, was^ distin^^ 

aj^ ffuiif/ied into mrmmains avd plains. When he prepared tile h^av-. 
^cns, I [was] there : when he set ^. compass Ujion the face of the 

depth ; marked how far it should extendi a?td where the hills 
98 should be placed : When he established the clouds above : when^ 
|9 he strengthened the fountains of the idcep : When he gave to 

the sea his decree, that the waters should hot pass his comman(|« 

< Miny writen appff^all that follows to Christ. What the New Te^taincfit teache«<on- 
Cfminz him, nhows th -c it may be accommodated to him ; Imt I fiml i%» suAcient proof 
rh-it'sAioitfriii lii^eddcdit ot httn^ Dor U any clauM of tiiis JeKripttou api»lietl t(j film ii| 1)19 
New Tt^camiat. ' 
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^ fflent : "^hen he appointed the fcmndations of tiie tai^h r The* 
I tms by him [as] ooe brought up [with him :] and I was daily 
[hk] delight, rejoicing always before him ; producing Mfy *owte 

3 1 nrm work^ which he ti/ifiraved and ftronounced /• bt good ; Rtjoicifi^ 
in the habitable part of his earth ; and my delights [were] wk£ 
the sons of men ; I rejoiced to $ee horn the toorid vHifJbrmed int& 
a Jit habitation for man^ and the 9<mM of men enjoying the effect% of 

32 the diifine power and goodneu. Now therefore hearken onto' 
me, O ye children : for blessed [are they that] keep my ways-* 

S3, 34 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed 
[is] the man that heareth me, watching daily at mygat^Sf wait- 
ing at the posts of my doors ; eameutiy denting to become mp 

35 disciplCf and improving a/l opportumtieM to get knowledge. For 
*Vhoso findeth me findeth life, that which will make tifeplea%an€ 

36 io MfHf and he shall obtain favonr of the Lord. But he that 
sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul : all they that hate 
me love death ; they who hearken to nnner^^ and reject my coun» 
seU^ do in effect chooMc death ; arid their perver^encu wiU end in 
their ruin, 

REFLECTIONS. 

ik T^ROM hence we are led to obsenre and adore the wisdom of 
JL God, i» it 18 display^ in his works. We should take notice 
pf their beauty, order, and exactness ; and consider that it is he 
who hath prepared and adorned the hearens, laid the foundations of 
the earth, set a bound to the sea, and provided sustenance for maa 
and beast. The more attentively we survey the works of God, th« 
more evident »d striking marks of wisdom and goodness shall we 
perceive ; apd often take up the psalnMst*s admiration, O Lord, hom 
mamfold are thy workM i in witdom ha^t thou made them ail. 

3. The noble description here given of the effects of wis- 
dofm, should increase our esteem o^ and value for it. Wisdom, 
will lead us to choose the best ends, and to pursue them by the 
best means, and therefore comprehends the knowledge of our duty* 
the fear of God and a hatred of evil. This wisdom is the greatest 
exceOency of a rational being. It is to be preferred to gold and 
rubies, and tvery thing the heart of man can desire. It brings us 
substance ; what is solid and durable, and will afibrd us the highest 
and noblest delight. It directs in the government of kinplomsf 
churches, and &mi]ies ; dlkovers the useful arts of life, andi^ 
peciaQy enTioUes, enriches, and sanctifies the soul. It is absolut^ 
necessary for all the sons of men; all their learning and wealth, 
without this, will only make them so much the more*contemptiblc 
and miserable. Let us all than, especially those who are in early 
Itfe, pursue it ; for witdom loves those that love her^ and those that ictk 
ker early shall Jind her. 

3. How inexcusable and miserable m ill they be who hate wsdom ! 
Iicxcasable, because it is offered them, and the i\ay to possess it i* 
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fitittly mtrkedf mit. Conscience, Providence, ministers, {^ bodcfl> 
and above all, the scriptores, propose it to our choice, and direct us 
in the way to attain it. It ii easHy found by toprejtidited tninds ; 
tat it must be soMghct daily and diligently, if we whoutd come to a 
thorough knowledge of it, and be well skiHed iA those excellent iirts 
%hich it teaches. But if this wi^em be neglect, the soul is 
Pronged, whatever else it enj6ys ; and death, ererJasting death, 
innst be its portion. Heariten then io wisdom, tw blc99ed are theff 
that keefi her way9. 



CttAP. IX. 

TOt chafiter eontmnM a deMcrifukm if visdoM and Jolfy^ q» fiertmf 
•ending their invitation to mankind.; and the different reception of 
their re$fi€Ctive guests; These %eem to be detached fUeCeSi which 
Solomon might write and give to young fieo/de about Ma courts to in^ 
struct them in the safhe things by a vdriety of language and imagery * 
according to the manner of the eOatema. He here describes wisdom* 
as a princess^ making a sfiiendid entertainment for her guests. 

i T TTISDOM hath builded her house, she ha£h hewn out 
V V her seven pillars ; in allusion to the custom of the east'^ 

em firinceSi who entertained their guests in gardent^ where fiaviU 
i ions or tents were sfiredd ufion a number of pillars : She hath 

killed her beasts ; she hath mingled her wine of various kinds ; 
% she hath idto furnished her table. She hath sent forth her 

maidens :* she crieth upon the highest places of the city, 

4 Whoso [is] simple, let him turn in hither ; lam willing to rf- 
ceive the weakest and the vilest : [as for] him tjiat wanteth un- 

5 derstanding, she saith to him. Come, eat of %iy bread, and 
drink of the wine [which] I have mingled, thaVisi hear my in* 
struccionsy and receive my consolations : and in *^f^er to this^ 

6 Forsake the foolish, and live ; and go in the way dP»nderstand« 
ilpg. And my first lesson isj that to des/iise reproof is a most hate* 

f ful character : He that reprdveth a scortter getteth to himself 

shame, by being disappointed : and he that rebuketh a wicked '' 

[man, getteth] himself a blot, by being censured and rrprcached. 

i Reprove not a scomer, lest he hate thee : rebuke a wise man, 

9 and he will love thee. Give [instruction] to a wise [man,] and 

^he will be yet wiser : teach a just [man,] and lie will increase 

lo in learning. The fear of the Lord [is] the beginning of wis* 

dom ; arid the knowledge of the holy, t/^at is^ of holy things^ the 

1 i doctrines ahd services of religion^ [is] understanding. For by 

me thy days shall be multiplied, «ul the years of thy life shall 

12 be increased. If thou be Wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: 

but [if] thou scomest, thou alone shalt bear [it \\il shall receive 

* A circomstance of decnnin, an it woold have been reckoned in InfanMus tling |p t2ioi« 
#i«Qtri«fl for a lady to be attendtd by men ttrvaiit*. 
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ntUher benefit by the one^ nor firejudice by the other ; it is thine 

own interest which is solely concerned. 

13 A foolish woman, that is^ Jolly y the contrast of true wisdom^ [is] 

clamorous : [she is] simple, and knoweth nothing ; she sfieaks in 

a loudy im/iudent manner^ but is perfectly ignorant of God and rC' 

L4 liaim. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the 

4 n oiPi places of the city, To call passengers who go right on 

their ways ; who fiursue their business^ or are going to the place 

l^ftfi whe§^ they might receive instruction : Whoso [is] simple, let him 

^^ turn in hither ; tising the same language as wisdom^ and urging the 

^ great Measure arising from prohibited gYatiJications : and [as for] 

17 hingii^at wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Stolen 

witers, or pleasures^ are sweet, and bread [eaten] in secret is 

• n .pleasant. But to comply vnth her invitation would be destructivcj 

Jbr he knoweth not that the dead [are] there ; [and that] her 
guests [are] in the depths of hell ; not only the bodies of those 
vfho had been murdered in their criminal pursuits^ or died mar* 
tyrs to their lusts^ but the spirits of the damned come to the enter- 

* . tainmentj assembling as it were to seize their prey ^ and conduct the 

sinner down to the depths of hell, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. "\1^7"^ W^^ Ifi^yn to judge of our own character, by the man- 

V V * UCT in which we receive reproof. If we hate those who 

reprove us, blame them, despise them, call them uncharitable, or 

impertinent, it shows that we are fools and scorners ; but if we love 

a :l.;t:il\.l .^^,. ,.\:i, u>..„ ii. > rjb-l.j well, Spply our minds to grow 
•wiser by it, and correct the error which he reproves, it is a sure 
mark of wisdom, and the way to grow better. Let us try ourselves 
then by this mark, for, v, 12, if thou be itn'se^ thou shalt be wise fur 
thyself ; tut i^6^ scornestj thmi alone shalt bear it. 

2. How d$*^5^)le is it that young people should make a wise 
choice \ Wisdom and folly, holiness and sin, each address them, 
and solicit their compliance. O that they would examine th^- 
proposals of each, but ulways remember to take into the account 
lu^ure consequences. Wisdom's address is mild and rational, s! e 
proposL's your benctit, and only requires you to forsake what will I -j 
pio^ destruction. But carnal and criminal pleasures are noisy an I 
pressing ; they promise you mucli delight rft forbidden enjoy qjenta ; 
but the dead arc there ; and^f you arc the guests of folly, the entcr- 
|tt|ment will end in the depths of hell. Thus does Solomon itt 
^3k% them, thus do faithful monitors and friends, set before tlui.i 
^feemd death^ the blesidng and the curse ; forsake then the foolish and 
live. 

Vol. V. I> 
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CHAP. X. 

The former chapter9 were but by way f^f fire/ace to recommend tvfk^ 
follows to our practice. Here begin tho9e choice and pithy sentences^ 
called proverbs^ and which are too unconnected to admit of reflec"' 
tiom on the contents of each chapter. 

1 nPHE proverbs of Solomon. A wise son itiakelh a glad* 
JL father : but a foolish son [is] the heaviness of his' motb^. 

3 Treasures of wickedness, that i>, the treasures of wicked mtrriy 
especially those gotten by fuickedrtess^ profit nothing : Aut right-^ 
«ousness delivereth from death, yrom the judgments conseytttnt 

S upon wickedness and from eternal death. The Lord wilfnot 
suffer the soul of the righteous to famish : but he casfeth away 
the substance of the wicked ; he will seize it as the pro/ierty t^ 

4 an enemy and make a spoil of it. He becometh poor that dealetb 
[with] a slack, that is, wit/, an idle and deceitful hand : but the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich, both as to the world arid the , 

5 soul. He that gathereth in summer, who imfirorveshis oppormi- 
nities^ [i^] a wise son : [but^ he that sTeepeth in harvest [is] t 
son that catJscth shame ; he loses the benefit he might enjoy^ and 

6 ^tnilbe a disgrace to his friends. Blessings [arc] upon the head 
of the just : but violence covercth the mouth of the wicked ; an 
allusion to laying on the hand in blessings and covering the face ofm 

7 criminal when executed. The memory of the just [is] blessed ; 
though obscure while he Ivvesy though slandered^ yet shall he be 
spoken of with praif^e : but the name of the wicked shall rot ; it 

8 ' shall survixfc themy but it shaU be regarded withabhorrence. The 
wise in heart mil receive commandments ; esteem it a privilege 
and a favour to be taught : but a prating fool shall fall ; one who 
loves to hear himself talk shall fall into troubles and be undcnr, 

9 He that walketh upi*ightly walkiUi surely ; ^ is easy and happy 
in the divine approbation^ a7id the confciousncss qfMs own integrl* 
ty ; but he that perveitelh his ways, who useth indirect methods^ 

10 shall be known and discovered. He t^t winketh with the eye, 
whog.'ves ffigns to his accomplices to do a man mischitf while A^ is 
sfieaking himfairy causeth sorrow : but* gating fool shall fall. 

1 1 The mouth of a righteous [man is] a well of life ; ^holescmcy 
instructive words spring up as naturally as good. water in a jyef', 
refreshing and strengthening cH about him: but violence co\weth 

l!2 the moUthof the wicked. Hatred stirretb up strifes ; wa/rV/ott*, 
ill natured people^ by slander and talebearing raise disturban^g^ 
and make people quarrel about trijles : but love coverctkh^H 
sins ; overlooks and conceals^ or extenuates and makes the best tf 

13 them. In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is 
found ; he shows it by his speech : but a rod [is] for the back of 
him that is void of understanding ; nothing but correction mil 

14 teach a fool his duty. Wise [men] lay \ip knowledge, continually 
and safely y as ajreasure: but the mouth of. the foolish [is] near 
destruction, by venting unseasonably all he hiowsfto Mm oi^n mis* 
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1$ chief. The rich man's weaHh [is] his ptrong city ; he thinks it 
vnll defend him against many of the et'iU of life : the destmctioi) 
of the poor [is] their poverty ; wicked men take advantage to 
oppress and ruin them ; cr^ poverty JiUs them with fear and desm 

^i pairy and so is (he cause of their ruin. The labour of the rij^ht- 
coos [tendeth] to life ; wisdom and goodness make a man's life a 
blessing to himself and others : the fruit of the wicked to sin ; 
wicked men abuse ity and turn it into a curse,, make it an occasion 

^7 of guilt and ruin. He [is in] the way -of life that keepeth in- 
struotion ; but he that refuseth reproof, when offered to himy 

J 8 crrethf wanders out of the Way of life. He that hideth hatred 
[with] lying' or^^//mw^ lips, and he that nttereth a slander, i^ 

19 a fool ; shows a bad hearty however wise he may seem. In tli« 
multitude of words there wa'nteth not sin ; a man that is 
talkative will often sin : b«t he that refraineth his Ups, who hath 
prudence to consider when and how and to whom he speaks^ [is] 

30 wise. The tongue of the just [is as] choice silver; when he 
speaks in his common and ordinary manner what he utters is of 
weight and worth : the heart of the wicked [is] little worth, cow- 
sequently Ms speech is «o, even when he has studied what to say. 

21 The lips of the righteous feed many, make others wise : but fools 
die for want of wisdom ; they lose their very lives and their eternal 

93 happiness fo. The blessing of the Lord on the hand of the diligent ^ 
it maketh riph, and he addeth no sorrow witii it ; ili gotten riches 
are attended with regret^ caresy and discontent^ an evil conscience^ 

23 and ftar of discovery and a future reckoning. [Jt is] as sport to 
a fool to do mischief; it is a pleasure to him^ he does it %vith a gay 
air and without reflection : but a man of understanding hath wis- 
dom ; oy, 80 w Wisdom to a man of understandings he taketh pieas^ 

24 urein it. The feap of the wicked, it shall come upon him ; he 
hath his fear Sy but not tmore than he has reason for ; let his im^ 
agination be ever so Uvely^ all that he fears shall come upon him : 
but the desire of the lightcous shall be granted, that is, his 
grandy leading desire^ the favour of God and eternal ha/ipiness. 

25 As the whirlwind pa»eth, so [is] the wicked no [more;] though 
he way for a tvhile make a great bustle^ like a whirlwind : but the 
righteous [is] an everlasting foundation ; his hope and happiness 

26 is in the divint' righfeonfsne-'fs and faithfulness. As vinegar to the 
teeth^ and as snmke to the ejTfes, which is troublesome and parnful, 
so [is] the shipjgard to them that send him ; he neither delivers 
his mefisage fnir/ifuii'ijy performs his bunness exactly, nor hastens 

2f backaf^nin. The fear of the l^Rft prolongeth days : tut the 
years of the wicked shall I)e shortened, naturally and judicially. 

28 The hope of the righteous [shall be] gladness ; shall be amwer- 
ed, and occasion joy I but the expectation of the wicked shall 
perish ; shall be disappointed, and grce so much the more sorrow 

29 on that account. The way of the Loap [is] strength to the up- 
right, that ' goes on securely and courageously ; his work is easy 
and delightful : but destruction [shall be] to the workers of in- 

^ iowiy. The righteous sh^ll never be remgved ; hie soulshqll be. 
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ke/U in fieace^ and his hafi/dnesM be Mecttre : but the wicked shaH 

31 not inhabit the earth. The mouth of the just bringcth forth 
wisdom : but the froward tongue shall be cut out, or cut off, 

32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable ; he knows 
the firo/ier time and manner ofsfieakingy what is acceptable to mett^ 
and not dis/ileasing to God ; he studies to filease as Jar as is con^' 
listen! with truth and friendshifi : but the mouth of the wicked 
[speaketh] frowardness ; he loves to vent his own sjileen^ though 
very distasteful to others. Let us avoid thisy and rementbery that 
these several maxims relating to the gonfernmcnt of the tongue^ 
show its imfiortancey and how curffiUly it should be attended to. 



CHAP. XL 

1 A FALSE balance [is] abomination to the Loup ; it is fie-^ 
jlJl culiarly abominable^ as it is cheating under a firetence of 

2 doing right : but a just weight [is] his delight. [When] pride 
cometh» then cometh shame, being shamtful in itself and ex/iose9 
them to shame : but with the lowly [is] wisdom \ which is filea»': 
ing to God and mariy and makes them easy a*td comfortable in them^ 

3 selves. The integrity of the upright shall guide them : but the 
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them : if a man 
comes to a resolution to fireserve strict integrity^ that will direct 
Mm and makfi his way filain ; it is easy to determine what isfaii^ 
and honourable. But when the question u, fVhat ineany dishonour^ 
able t/ungs may be done without di^cov^ry P a scene is ofiemfor 
perfilexity ; and men of gteat subtilty and refinement are oftenest 

4 entangled^ exposed^ and ruined. Riches profit not in the day of 
wrath : but righteousness delivereth frpip death ; from second 

5 death y and makes the first comfortable. The righteousness of 
the perfect shall direct his way, so as to bring all his designs and 
endeccvoitrs to a hafipy issue : but the wicked shall fall by his 

6 own Wickedness. The righteousness of the upright shall deliver 
them out of that tin and misery they might fall into z but trans- 
gressors shall be taken in [their own] naughtiness, and irrecov- 

7 erably destroyed. When a wicked man dieth, [his] expectation 
shall perish ; all his hope of pleasure and happiness in temporal 
thingSy and his expectation of escaping eternal misery : and the 
hope of unjust [men] perisheth, while the expectation of a good 

8 man is answered and outdone. The righteous is delivered out of 
trouble, and the wicked cometh Sn his stead, to that misery he 

9 had formerly occasioned to the righteous. An hypocrite with [his] 
mouth destroyeth his neighbour, by flattering and deceiving him $ 
but through knowledge, or pi udenccy shall the just be delivered 

10 from his snares. When it goeth well with the righteous, tlie 
city rejoiccth : and when the wicked perish, [there is] shout- 
ing ; men have sueh a regard for their own interest y and such a 
sense of t^hat is decent and righty that they rejoice both in the one 
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1 1 €md in the other. By the blessing of the upright the city is ex- 
alted ; by their firayeray coun^eis^ and admonitions : but it 19 
overthrown by the mouth of the wicked ; by their blasfihemy^ 

12 perverse oftfioMtion^ and evil communications. He that is void qf 
wisdom despbeth his neighbour ; whatever a man thinksj it f> 
JboUsh in him to speak contemptuously of his neighbour >i because 
it is prorvoking him^ and he may return it : but a man of undcr- 
stand^g ho)c]eth his peace ; if he can say no good, he vnll say no 

13 harm. A talebearer revealeth seprets ; pries into the secrets qf 
JdmiHeSt and carries stories from one to another : but he that is of 

a faithful spirit conceaIq|||lhe matter ; an upright man conceal" 
etk t/iat which may be hurtful to another^ though he has no expresg 

1 4 charge about it. Where no counsel [is,] the people fall ; they 
are influenced by private interest, and act rashly : but in th^ 

1 5 multitude of counsellors [there is] safety. He that is surety 
for a stranger shall smart [for it ;] he does not know his circum-^ 
stances, and therejore he is in danger : and he that hateth turcti- 

16 ship is sure ; it is most prudent to avoid it, A gracious woman 
retaineth honour : and strong [nien] retain riches ; she is as 
carejul of her teputadony as a strong man of his riches ; or, will 
as effectually »ecure a good reputation, as a strong man his wealth. 

17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul ; while he doeth 
good to others, he equally does good to himself; such is the cormeC" 
tion between man and man : but [he that is] cruel troubleth his 
own flesh ; his own envy and malice teaf him to pieces. This may 
refer to the pleasure which arises from the exercise of benevolent 
ejections, and the anguish and remorse which are inseparable from 

13 cruelty. The wipked worketh a deceitful work ; that which will 
deceive his e^cpectations : but to him that sowcth righteousness 
[shall be] a sure reward ; though it may tarry it will not disttfi^ 

19 point him. As righteousness [tendeth] to life, in its natural ^n- 
sequence, so lie that puraueth evil [pursueth it] to his own- death* 

20 They that are of a froward heart, persons if double dealings 
who arc perverse and ill natured^ [are] abomination to the Lord : 
but [such as are] upright in [their] way [arc] his delight. 

2 1 [Though] hand [join] in hand, though they forma potent alliance, 
and strengthen and countenance one another, the wicked shall not 
be unpunished : but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered 

22 from their confederacies, by the help of God alone. [As] a jewel 
of gcJd in a swine^s snout, which is more taken notice of, and more 
despised on thai account^ [so is] a fair n'oman which is uithout 
discretion j without taste, without judging what is right and 

23 wrong, and not conside^ng consequences. The desire of tjie 
righteous [is] only good ; either to do or get good, and if shall be 
granted them : [but] the expectation of the wicked [is] wrath ; 
whatsoever hapfiiness they promise themselves, the issue will be 

24 wrath and destruction. There is that scattereth, and yet Jn- 
creaseth ; and [there is] that withholdeth more than is meet, 
not providing for their families, sparing necessary expenses in 
trade^ and showing a covetous tcmp^ in every thing, but [it ter^dr 
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€4h] Id poverty f ^y « strange train of providences they t/re frcf 

^5 quently beggared. The liberal soul ?hall be made fat, comfbrtar 

Me and happy : tnd he that vratercth shall be watered pIso 

himself ; it shall rain upon him blessings as cofiiounly as shoners, 

56 He that withholdeth core in dear times ^ in hopes of a higher marr 

ket^ and will not sell it at a reasonable price ^ and for a moderate 

profit^ the people shall curst hin) : but blessing; from Go9^ as 

vfeil as his neighbour^ [shall be] upon the head of hitn that iellf 

2t eth [it.) He that diligently seeketh good, or to do good ^ pio^ 

cureth favour/rom God and man : but he that seeketh mischief, 

it shall come unto hino ; le drait>sr'ktpon himself the evils he de» 

58 signed against otbers. He that tnistcth in his riches shall fall 
Hke a withered leaf : but the righteous shall flourish as a branch ; 

59 shall grow stronger and stronger^ and be more fruitful. He that 
troubleth his own house, who ruins his family by extravagance^ or 
-makes it unhappy by ill nature j shall inherit the wind ; he shaU 
have nothing but air to live upon ; or^ he shall raise a dreadful 
storm whic/^ shall fall upon his own head : aod the fool [shall be] 
•ervant unto the wise of heart ; those who are fooUsh^ shall be 
brought 80 lowj that they shall be glad to become servants to these 
who set out in life wi'h less than themselves^ but by prudence and 

SO diligince have risen in the world. The fruit of the righteous [is] a 
tree of life, is the means ofmiichgood ; and he that winneth soul^ 
to God and gcpdnese, [is] wise, though his method may not be so' 

3 1 judicious as that of others. Behold, the righteous shall be re^j 
compensed in the ear^j : much more the wicked and the sinner 
shaU be corrected for their siris^ in this worlds or in another. See 
how much religion consists in Justice^ humanity^ good temper^ and 
Zral to do good. May we riot otriy hear these things^ but apphj^ 
9ur minds to do them. 



CHAP. xir. 

1 ^717"^^^^^ loveth instruction loveth knowledge ; is in the 

Vy 'i^o.y to ^c 'w>f and gojd : but hq that hateth reproof 

2 [is] brutish ; wanf^ sense as tvell as grace. A good [man] obt 
tainelh favour of the Lord : but a man of wicked devices will 

5 he condemn. A n^an shall not be established by wickedness : 
but the root of the righteous shall Vot be moved ; he shall be 

4 entabtinhfd by righteousness. A virt^pus woman> a diHgenty active 
n*oman^ as the word hignijies^ who applies close to family business^ 
[is] a crown to her husband, an ornament and a blessing to him : 
but she that maketh ashamed [is] as rottenness in his bones ; 
though he dors not show it publicly^ it is a continual and incurable 

5 vexaHon to Mm. The thoughts of the righteous [are] right f 
it is his constant purpose to deal justly with God and man : [but] 

6 the counsels of the wicked [are] carried on by deceit. The 
words qf nhe wkikcd [are] to lie in wai^ for Wpod ; to corru/it 
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lUen and bring them to death and rtdn : but the mouth oi th« up* 

right shall deliver theis, 6y wsm/n^ and exhorting thoae wh0 

are Meaulted by dangerous fiersona and /irinctfiiesj and by vindicate 

i ing their character. The wicked are overthrown, and [are] Qot to 

i be found i but the house of the righte<ais sliall stand. A 

noran shall be commended according to his wisdom : bat he that 

^ h of a pervert heart shall be deapised a* a crqfty kntnte, [He 

Xhat is] despised, or overlooked^ and hath a servant, [is] b^ter 

than he that honoiireth bfmself, and lacketh bread ; or rather, 

Metter is he that Hves meanly^ and is servant to fdm»e{f^ than he 

that afifiears in a great deal qf grandeur^ and ha9 not viherewtH ■ 

to sufifiort it. This is a common Case ; many who make a gremi 

^figure in the worlds would not have bread to eat^if their debts were 

fudd^ It is firudent to set out in life fUainly^ and be mrvants t9 

tOf mirselves. A righteous [man] fegardeth the life of his beadl^ 

that it be not used cruelly^ but be moderately worked^ and have 

firofier food and rest^ as a sensitive creature and a creature ofQod: 

but the tender mercies^of the wicked [are] ctuel j they have lo9f 

1 1 the natural compassion of men^ and delight in cruelty. He that 

tiUelh his land, who minds his buninexsy does his work himself^ not 

trusting to servants^ shall be satisfied with bread : but he that- 

follo^veth vain []>erson8 is] void of tinderstandhig ; he who iuve$ 

ccanfiany and rambling about ^ who makes frequent and long visits f 

l^ and neglects his business is a/bol. The wicked desireth the net 

Off evil [men ;] longs to practise the arts by which other wicked 

men draw their neighbours and acguaintance into snares, and thereJ 

by enrich themselves : but the root of the righteous yieldetU 

[firuit ;] the righteous have enough, and are comfortable without 

13 such unjust courses. The wicked is shared by the transgression^ 
of his lips ; cuts his throat with his own tongue, brings upun hin: - 
self troubles and law suits : but the jUst man shall co^e out of 

1 4 trovMej by his prudent speeches and conduct. A man shall be 
satisfied with good by the fruit of [his] mooth : and the recom- 
pense of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him ; his good 
vfords, -and much more his good actions, shall be remembered 

If tmd rewarded. The way of a fool [is] right in his own eyes ; he 
is confident and asks no advice : bat he that hearkeneth untor 
counsel, who does not rely entirely upon Ids own judgment, \\€\ 

Id wise. A fool'is wrath is presently known ; he fires immediately, 
which shows his folly : but a prudent [man] ovefcometh shame; 
he curbs his passions, aifd his resentment of the greatest injuries, 

17 (He that] speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness ; he who . 
is used to speak truth in common conversation^ will do it in public 

\% as a witness ; but a false witness deceit. There is that speaketh 
like the piercings of a swoixl ; the cut throat, or common assassin, 
is not myre pernicious than the man who makes it his business to 
wound his neighbour's reputation and sow discord aw^ng them i 
but the tongue of the wise [is] health, or henlinfr, it promotes 

19 fteace and love. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: hut ai 
lying tongue [is] but for a moment ; he loses his credit^ and *• r.oi 
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20 beUeved when he sfieaka trtith. Deceit [is] in the heart 6f them 
that imagine evil ; they deceive themselves^ and bring mischief on 
their own heads : but to the counsellors of peace [is] joy ; it is 
a comfortable reflection, that they have always taken the mildest sidcy 

2 1 have endeavoured to make fteacei and notfiromote discord. There 
shall no real evil happen to the just : but the wicked shall be 
filled with mischief, even when filled mth sensual gratif cations. 

32 Lying lips [arc) abomination to the Lord ; he abhors all kind 
and degree of falsehood : but they that deal truly, as well as sfieak 
truly, [are] his delight ; and this circumstance of being loved or 
hated of God, will turn the balance as to all firesent advantages, 

23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge ; does not make a/iomfi or 
show of it, but knows when to be silent : but the heart of fools pro* 
claimeth foolishness ; while they want to show their knowledge 

8^ they only proclaim their ignorance and folly. The hand of the 
diligent shall bear rule ; shall have wealth andfiower : but the 
slothful shall be under tribute ; will always be in straits, and dc^ 

25 fiendant u/ton others. Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it 

stoop, therefore those who are sorrowful and low spirited should 

not pore on their sorrows, but pursue their business, and get int3 

. friendly and cheerful company : but a good word maketh it glad, 

thertfore others should be ready to comfort them. This is especially 

36 applicable to the promises of God*s word. The righteous [is] 
more excellent than his neighbour in every respect, and particu^ 
larly as he does not delude himself with vain hopes : but the way 

27 of the wicked seduceth them ; they do ill for themselves. The 
slothful [man] nMisteth not that which he took in hunting ; 
does not make the best of his circumstances, like a man who haa 
taken the trouble of hunting, and through mere sloth %tnllnot dres9 
/lis game, but suffers it to spoil by him ? but the substance of a 
diligent man [is] precious ; he makes the best of it, and it givea 

28 him comfort. In the way of righteousness [is] life ; and in the 
pathway [thereof there is] no death ; it is a sure iimy to happi* 
ness here, and to immortal life hereof er. We see from henct of 
what importance humility, diligence, and the wise government and 
use of the tongue are to our prosperity for both worlds. Let us 
ImbltuiUy practise the government of the thoughts, in order to ob* 
tain the government of the tongue ; and as a grand motive to thisy 
remember that * in the way of righteousness is life, and that in the 
pathway thereof there is no death,* , 



CHAP. XIII. 

1 A W I S E son [heareth] his fisither*s instruction : but a 
xJl. scomer heareth not rebuke, therefore there is no hope of 

2 him, he is not likely to be wise, A man shall eat good by the 
fruit of [his] mouth : but the soul of the transgressors [shall 

- cat] violence i% the present life, but especially hereof er^ when by 
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Otto* wwds we Mhall be justified^ and by our wordM toe ahall be roit* 
i demned. He that keepeth his mouth keepcth his life Jrom 
guilt <mdgri(if: [but] he that openeth wide his lips, a slanderer 
or a braft^lcTf who bolU out erwry thing that comes ufifiermost^ 
shall have destruction ; shall lose hia refiutation^ and bring rum 

4 ttfion himself. The soul of the sluggard, v)ho wiU and vnll not^ 
has no resolution^ who loves gedn^ but hates the exertions of the diU 
igent^ such an one desireth, and [hath] nothing : but the soul of 

5 the diligent shall be made fat. A righteous [man] hateth lying 
in himseifand others : but a wicked [man] is loathsome to God 

6 and many and cometh to shame. Righteousness keepeth [him 
that is] upright in the way : but wickedness overthroweth the 

7 sinner, though he foolishly seeks establishment by it. There is that ' 
maketh himself richy yet [hath] nothing : [there is] that ma** 
kelh himself poor, yet [hath] great riches. IVds is afipHcabU to 
She figure persons make in the world ; therefore we have need of 
prudence in judging of oihersj and in trusting them. It is equally 
afifiiicable to sfiriiual things^ to conceited and modest fiersons, 

U The ransom of a man's life [are] his riches ; these sometimes ex* 
ftose men to tr\juriesy fiersecutionsy and false accusations, so that 
they are glad to fiart with their riches to ransom their lives : but 
the poor heareth not rebuke ; they are of en free Jrom these 
things f men do not think it worth w/ule to sue them, because there is 

9 notlang to be got. The light of the righteous rejoicelh, like the 
9vn^ with constantj fileasant brightness^ which, though clouded or 
ccli/ued, is not extinguished : but the lamp, the floor, gHmmering 
candle of the wicked shall be put out, with a disagreeable stenchy 

10 however bright it may have been. Only by pride cometh con- 
tention ; this is the chief cause of quarrels in kingdoms, churches^ 
andfamiUes, and of the continuance of them : but with the well ad- 
Tised [is] wisdom ; they act with firudence, yield, and study 

1 1 peace. Wealth [gotten] by vamty , by cheating, lying, and ga- 
nnng, shall be diminished : but he that gathereth by la1)our, 
^at is, by honest industry, shall increase ; it will wear well. 

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick : but [when] the desire 
cometh, [it is] a tree of life ; the most desirable thing in tlie world. 
This should teach us not to raise our exfiectations too high, but to 
exfiect and firefuire for ^sappaintments ; and also not to keep 

13 others in susf tense, when they expect any benrfitfrom us. Whoso 
despiseth the word, that is, good admonition from God or man^ 
who will not study it, and be ruled by it, shall be destroyed ; but 
he that feareth the commandment, who reverences the precept, 

14 and feareth the penally, shall be rewarded. The law of the wise 
[is] a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death ; it af 

15 fords him comfort, and preserves him from temptation. Good 

understanding giveth favour ; wisdom and piety are most amia- 
ble and acceptable to aU : but the way of transgressors [is] hard ; 
rough and perplexed, however pleasant and flowery at its first en* 

16 trance. Every prudent [man] dealeth with knowledge, he un^ 
dertakes nothing but what he understands^ and proceeds cqutiously, 

Vol. V. E -^ 
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ft careful what he saye^ and whom he tru9t9 : but a fool kkjrctb 

17 open [his] folly, hy his im/irudence and raehneas, A wicked mes- 
senger) who U false to hU trusty or trifles on his errands^ faUeth 
into mischief : but a faithful ambassador [is] health ^ is com- 

18 for table to fumaelfand those who em/iloy him. Poverty atul shame 

[shall be to] him that refuseth instruction : but he that rcgard- 

19 eth reproof shall be honoured and esteemed. The desire accom- 
plished, esftecially the pious desire^ is sweet to the soul : but [it 
is] abomination to fools to depart from evil j and so the Urosfiect 
f^ future hafifiiness cannot fiersuade them to quit the bad coursed 

30 they are wedded to. He that walketh with wise [men,] intimately 
converses and forms friendsMfis with them^ shall be wise ; convert 
sation with such edifies and assimilates : but a companion of fools 

21 shall be destroyed. Evil pursueth sinners, and will certainly orver^ 
take theffty though they think it at a distance : but to the righteous 
good shall be vepayed, for the good they have doncj and the ill 

22 they have suffered, A good [man] leaveth an inheritance to his chxl" 
drtn^a children^ by /irudence^diligenceyjustice^ and charity : and the 
wealth of the sinner [is] laid up for the just ; it is frequently by 
the firovidence of God transfer-red to fiious families ^ who will make 

23 a good uHc of it. Much food [is in] the tillage of tlie poor, thai 
isy in a little improved by industry : if a man lias but little he 
should be so much the more diligent and frugal : but there is [that 
is] destroyed for want of judgment ; large estates are often lost b^ 
idleness and extravagance^ by over livings by keeping great tables 
and many servants : in other instances by out trading their ca/ii^ 
taly being bound for others^ and the like y all which show a want of 

24 judgment, ' He that spareth his rod, if no other method vnll do^ 
hateth his son : but hw that loveth him chasteneth him betimesy 
before ill habits are contracted. Parents who do not keep their 

25 c/dldren under strict discipline^ are really cruel to them. The 
righteous cateth to the satisfying of his soul ; a little server 
hiniy he does not desire dainties and elegancies : but the belly of 
the wicked shall want ; some of them ruin themsetves by de^iau* 
ehery^ others pine away through covetousncss ; worldly men art 
never satisfied. On the wholcy we see that godliness is profitable 

for all things, having the promise of the life that now isy and that 
which is to come. 



CHAP. XIV. 

1 |i^ VERY wise woman buildeth ber house ; by prudence and 
M A good management^ she protnotes the ordcr^ firosperity^ and 

credit qf the family, which is a mark of true wisdom : but the 
foolish plucketh it down with her hands ; by her pride, prodigal" 
ity, and idleness, she contributes to the ruin qfitj agreeable to our 

2 proverb, * a man must ask his wfc's leave to grow rich.* He that 
walketh in his i\prightness fcareth the Lokd^ proves that he doe9 
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w ; but [he that is] perverse in his ways, vvjuat^ intemptratey 
and irregular y despiseth him, nvhatcver pretcnaiohe he makcM 

3 to devotion. In the mouth of the foolish [is] a rod of pride ; 
they often bring ufion themselves deserved correction : but the 
lips of the wise shall preserve them ; their prudent y peaceable^ 
and pleasing vfords^ conciliate the friendship of others^ and preserve 

4 them from danger. It is trucy Where no oxen [are,] the crib 
[is] clean : but much increase [is] by the strength of the ox ; 
and one must be set over against the other. Persons should not be 
averse to the fatigues and the meanest labours that a life of busi" 
ness exposes men to. There is a good equivalent in the increase 
of their substance. Guard therefore against that excessive deli" 
cacyy which makes men neglect their proper duty because 4if some 

5 inconveniences, A feithful witness will not lie : but a false wit- 
ness will utter lies ; when we know a man's general character y we 

6 may know how far to credit what he says, A scomer, one that is 
criticaly and cavils at instructionsy seeketh wisdom, and [findeth 
it] not : but knowledge [is] easy unto him that understandeth ; 

J to a well disposedy kumbicy and teachable mind. Go from the 
presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not [in him] 
the lip>s of knowledge ; ij he has no relish for pious and useful 

t discourse y leaxte himy and seek better company. The wisdom of 
the prudent, the best and most useful wisdom y [is] to understand 
his way ; ttkat course he must take to be truly happy : but the 
folly of fools [is] deceit ; to play the knave is the greatest folly ^ 

9 Fools make a mock at sin ; it is one of the surest marks of wicked- 
nessy to make Hght ofsiny or speak of it in a trifling manner : but 
among the righteous [there is] favour, charity and compassion 
to the souls of othersy and they are favoured of God and man. 

10 The heart knoweth his cwn bitterness : and a stranger doth not 
intermeddle with his joy ; we are not to judge of persons entirely 
by external circumstancesy without examining their tempers and 
passions. Others little know either the sorrow of a penitenty or 

11 the joy of a believer: we are not to judge rashly, Th^ finest j 
firmest house of the wicked shall be overthrown : but the taber*- 
nacle^ or Utile tenty of the upright shall flourish : who would not 

12 then choose ity as a much more desirable habitation ! There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, he may think his opinion 
and practice right and goody but the end thereof [are] the ways of 
death. Let us therefore be cautiousy since ignorance Huillnot always 

13 excuse a man for ill behaviour. Even in laughter the heart' is 
sorrowful ; there is oftentinns inward pain under the appearance 
of cheerfulness ; and the end of that mirth [is] heaviness ; this 

U is true of all vain and sensual mirth. The backslider in heart, 
who ^ecSnes his duty from the fear of danger y shall be filled "with 
his own ways, he shall have trouble and sorrow enoughy yeay ever- 
lasting terror and torment : and a good man [shall be satisfied] 
from himself ; shall have present satisfaction and an abundant 

M reward. The simple belicveth every word ; credits every com', 
tntm report^ and trusts every man*s promises : but the prudent^ 
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[man] looketh \rell to his gomg^ ; corf9ider9 and o6$^rve9 ^, f^ 
€ee that he has good ground for what he does. Policy without piety 
has too much of cunning to ^e good ; fiieiy without fioticy is too. 
simfile to be safe,^ The great secret is to maintain an easy air with 
those with whom v?e converse ; hut resolutely to maintain mtch a 

,16 reserve as shall not fiut us into (he power of any, A wise [man] 
feareth, and departeth from evil ; keeps out of hatm^s way and 
arooids the qppeartpice of evil : but the fool rageth, and is confix 
dent ; runs rashly ow, and^ confident he shall do right^ despises and 

17 resents the kindest and mildest cautions, [He that is] soon angry^ 
of a hasty ^ passionate spirit^ dealelh foolishly : and a man of , 
wicked devices is hated j a deliberate villain is universally detested, 

IB The simple) giddy y extravagant people^ inherit folly, (wirf will 
quickly have nothing else to inherit : but the prudent are crown- 
ed with knowledge ; it is both their ornament and support. 

19 The evil bow before the good ; and the wicked at the gatest 
of the righteous ; therefore they should not despise and in^ 

20 suit them in their prosperity. The poor is hated even of his ow^ 
neighbour : but the rich [hath] many friends, who hope to ^et 
something by them. This is a motive to frugality and diligence,' 

21 He that despiseth his neighbour, because he is low or mean^ and 
will not relieve him^ sinneth ; a remarkable phrase^ intimating^ 
that if we considered the dignity of the rational nature^ we should 
do our utmost to relieve others : but he that h«h mercy on the 
poor, happy [is] he, both in the benevolence of his temper^ (wfucfi 

S3 affords the grieatest pleasure) and in the approbation of God. Da 
they not err that devise evil ? but mercy and truth [shall bej 
to them that devise good ; divine mercy shall be their security^ 

23 their portion-^ and their joy. In all labour there is profit : h\i\ 
the talk of the Hps [tendcth] only to penury : a man had better 
employ himself in the meanest labours^ than go talking about j wast^. 
ing his own time and that of others in impertinence andfoHy,, 
Some men qf natural good sense and wit thus prove fools in con^*, 

24 duct^ and by these means bring their families to poverty. The 
crown of the wis(^ [is] their riches ; as they have great honour^ 
and advantages for doing good : [but] the foolishness of fools, 
[is] fplly ; when riches fall into the hands of a fooly he only €^. 

25 plays his folly the more ; so that wisdom is better than riches » A 
true witness delivereth souls, ^es and reputations : but a deceit- 
ful [witness] speaketh lies injudicial causes^ and therefore doea 

26 great mischitf. In the fear of the Lord [is] strong confidence, 
in th^ greatest danger : and his children, the children qf those 
who fear God^ shall have a place of refuge. How great an cn- 
couragement is it to real piely^ that it entails a blessing upon our 
families I and how comfortable a thing to be the children ffgx>od 

27 men J The fear of the Lord [is] a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death j it gives continual refreshment^ and 

28 secures from the greatest dangers. In the multitude of people 
[is] the king's honour : but in the want of people [is] the de-. 
struction of the prince : tMs should tfach princes not to cowume. 
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. . tkem hy fn^r, or drive them out &y ffersec'ution and qffftfndon^ 

f 9 [He that is] slow to wrath [is] of great understanding : but 
[he that is] hasty rfmpirit exalleth folly ; H/is hvfiasa Mtand* 

3Q iordj and teaches every body to des/iise him, A sound heaity a 
^tdet^ genticy eonteraed mind^ [is] the life of the flesh : but 
cnry the rotteoness of the bones ; it is ita own ftunishment^ nvaat-, 

3 1 ing the spirits and consuming the strength. He that oppresseth 
the poor reproacheth his Maker^ making him /i9or ; he CMt 
temns God's promisesy and forgets his commands ; but he that 

13 honoureth him hath mercy on the poor. The wicked is driveii 
away in his wickedness ; in the midst qfit^ sometimes in the very 
act f he is driven away against his will in agOny and cor^fusion ; 
but the righteous hath hope in his death ; hope of a better state 

33 beyond this. Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath un<« 
derstE^ding ; he knows when to conceal it ; but [that which i%] 
in the midst of fools is made known ; there is no concealing qfa 

$4 /boij the abundance qf his loquacity spows his emptiness, Right*^ 
*coti6nesa exalteth a nation, by its natural consequences securing 

$S the divine blessing : but sin [is] a reproach to any people. The 
king's favour [is] toward a wise servant : but his wrath i^ 
[against] him that cauaeth shame ; he shall be disgraced and 
banished the court, }Ve may observe from henccy that Solomon rwn 
ery where estimates the vnderstandir^ by prudence and meekness^ 
caution and cireumspectiony not by learning or wit. May "we be 
ambitious to act upon these maximsy as they are necessary to our- 
happiness in both worlds. 



CHAP. XV. 

1 /% SOFT, a mild and submissive answer tumeth aWay wrath: 
jLX ^^^ grievous words stir up anger ; raise passion where 

2 there was noncy and heighten it where there was^ The tongue 
of the wise u^th knowledge aright ; sets itoffby a proper mari'K 
ner qf introducing it : but the mouth of fools poureth out iooU 
ishness, some silly stuffy or some good thoughts in a confusedy osten-K 

3 tatums manner. The eyes of th^ lx>Rn [arc] in every place* 

4 beholding the evil and the good. A wholesome tongue [is] a 
tree of life ; the tongue which speaks comfort and heals breachesy 
is the greatest blessing to those it converses with : but perverse-*, 
nesa therein [is] a breach in the spirit ; lyingy calumny y and HI 
natured languagcy tend to grieve and br^ak the heart ; the one 
cheers a broken spirit y the other makes a breach in one that is sound. 

5 A fool despiseth his father's instruction : but he that regardcth 

6 reproof is prudent ; is in the way to improve in knowledge, Inj 
the house of the righteous [is] much treasure, though but little 
wealthy because he has content and joy : but m the large revenues 
of the wicked is trouble ; he has no comfort in themy Ms badpas* 

t mns spoil all. The lips of the vis^ 4isperse IjUQQwledgei scatter 
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it tfidci Uke teed : but the heart of the foolhh [docth] not so ? 
t Ae has neither ability nor inclination to do good. The most costly 
sacrifice of the wicked [is] an abomiiuition to the Lord : but the 
f prater of the upright [is] his delight : and the reason w, The 
way of the wicked [is] an abomination unto the Lord : but he 
loveth him that followeth after righteousness ; who is sincere in 
the flurstdt of righteousness^ who hungers and thirsts after it, 

10 Correction [is] grievous unto him that forsaketh the way (if re* 
ligion : [and] he that hateth reproof shall die. fVe here see why 
many hate reftroqf; but^ to die for want of attending to it^ is infim 

\ I nitely worse than any present mortification. Hell and destruction* 
the grave and the invisible worlds l^^t] before the Lord : how 

12 much more then the hearts of the children of men ? A scomer 
loveth not one that reproveth him : neither will he go unto the 

13 wise, becau^ he is determined to go on in an evil way, A merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance : but by sorrow of the 
heart the spirit is broken, and rendered unfit for the service qf 
God and man. This teaches us to cultivate an innocent cheerful* 

14 nessy and not suffer sorrow to prey ufisn the mind. The heart of 
him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge : but the mouth 
of fools feedeth on foolishness ; foolish men ftour out a torment tf 
imfiertinent^ idle discourse^ while a wise man seeks tmftrovement in 

15 wisdom and^race^ and finds the contort qfit. All the days of the 
afflicted [are] evil : but he that is of a merry heart [hath] a 
continual feast ; if a fioor afflicted man be of a cheerful temfier^ it 
makes ufi the want of other enjoyments^ and sweetens his evil days, 

16 Better [is] a little with the fear of the Lord, with a good con* 
^%ciencey and serving Godwthity than great treasure and trouble 

therewith ; than an uneasy mind and the abuse of wealthy which 
aggravates their future account. Tikis is an imfiortant hint to 
fiarents to fiursue religion rather than wealthy and be more careful 

17 that their children be religious than rich. Better [is] a dinner of 
herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith ; 
the meanest provision with family peace andlove^ is better than the 

18 greatest dainty and' hatred therewith, A wraithful man stirrcth 
up strife : but [he that is] slow to anger appeaseth strife ; 
a peaceablcy quiet spirit is its o^tm reward^ and of great service to 

19 the world. The way of the slothful [man is] as an hedge of 
thorns ; he makes difficulties where there are none^ and magnijies 
those t/mt are : but the way of the nghteous [is] made plain» 
easy and pleasant^ notwithstanding all discouragements ; he does 

20 not sink under but surmounts difficulties, A wise son maketh a 
glad father, as /14 hopes he will prove an honour to the family : 
but a foolish man despiseth his mother ; plainly shows he has no 
regard to her^ who perhaps has spoiled him by ' her indulgence, 

21 Folly [is] joy to [him that is] destitute of wisdom ; he sins with 
delight^ and boasts of it : but a man of understanding walketh 
uprightly ; this q^ords him the highest satisfaction^ and will be 

!J2 greatly rewarded. Without counsel purposes are disappointed : 
but in the multitude of counsellors 4*cy are establisf^ed, accmny. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROVERBS. XVI. 3D 

$5 pUnhed and brought to a good Unte. A man hath joy by the 
answer of his mouth : and a word [spoken] in due season, hoW 

34 good [is it,] both to himself and others ! The way of life [is] 
above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath, though 
an up. MU road and difficulty yet this balance* ally that it fireaervtB 
a man from hell (as some understand it ;} or rather^ the way tf 
Ufe^ or true reUgion^ leads a man*s thoughts ufivfards^ to an holy 

35 aful heavenly conversation. The Lord will destroy the hoase of 
the proud, who trample on the poor : but he will establish the 

36 border of the widow, who is afflicted and oppressed. The thoughts 
of the wicked [are] an abomination to the Lonn, who sees and 
hates them : but [the words] of the pure [are] pleasant words» 
that is^ fiieasing to God, Let us therefore guard our thoughts and 

27 maintain good and useful discourse. He that is greedy of gaiOf 
or eager in the fmrsuit of itj troubleth his own house ; throws 
them into a continued hurry ^ will not allow them proper sleep or 
relaxation^ is a burden to children and servants^ and brings the 
curse of God upon them : but he that hateth gifts shall lire ; 
he who hateth bribery^ dishonesty ^ and all mean tricks^ shall Hve in 

38 reputation and con^fbrt. The heart of the righteous studieth lo 
answer ; he thinks before he speaks^ and studies what may be use 

fid : but the mouth of the wicked poureth out e^»L0iings, with* 

39 out any consideration of the consequences. The Lord [is] far 
from the wicked ; and thus what was his crime is his punish^ 
ment : there will be a time when every man will desire that God 
may be near him : but he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 

30 The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart, giv6s pleasure and 
vigour to the body : [and] a good report maketh the bones fat. 
This should teach us to be than/ftd if God continues the Hght of 

3 1 our eyes J and the brightness of our reputation. The ear that 
heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise ; he is adndt* 
ted into their company as a teachable person^ though he cannot bear 

32 a part in the conversation. He that refuseth instruction despis- 
eth his own soul ; is not sufficiently sensible of his rational^ im- 
mortal nature^ and prefers the body to it : but he that heareth 

33 reproof getteth understanding, and so preserve th his soul. The 
fear of the Lord [is] the instruction of wisdom ; the most im- 
portant precept of wisdom ; and before honour [is] humility. 
Learn this^ that the trucy the surcy and the readiest way to be wise 
and honourablcj is to be devout and humble. 



CHAP. XVI. 

1 ^Tn H E preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of 

X the tongue [is] from the Lord ; it depends on him whether 
they shall speak with such elocution or success as thry intended. 

2 All the ways of a man [are] clean in his own eyes ; but the Loro 
Vejgheth the spirits \ God has as perfect a knowledge qf men's 
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' dedgrf «t ^ity kaue of those tilings fMch theff weigh in th^ 

3 halanee with the greatest exactness. Commit thy ivorks unto 
the Lord, ask his direction^ and seek a blessing Jrom him^ atxi- 
thy thoughts shall be established, without distressing cares or 

4jears^ The Lord hath made all [things] for himself ; yea^ 
even the wicked for the day of evil ; he has made ail things to 
answer the fiurfioses qf his firovidence and glory^ and even wicked 
wten to be executioners of his vengeance ; or rather^ the Lord hath 
made all things suited to each ot her y and firoftortioned the fmnish" 
mens of the wicked to their crimes ; he hath established the connect 

S- tion between vice and misery in the future world. Every one 
without excefitiony [that is] p?oud in heart, [is] an abomination to 
the Lord, though he may admire and afifdaud himself : [though] 

4 hand [jcnn] in hand, he shall not be unpunished. By mercy aiKi 
truth iniquity is purged ; fidelity and charity are the ready way 
to avert the wrath of Ood : and by the fear of the Lord [men] 
depart from evil ; where true religion is there will be reformation. 

f When a man's ways please the Lord, he maheth even his ene- 
mies to be at peace with him ; he can calm their sfdrits and dii* 
M arm their resentment. «Better [is] a little with righteousness 
than great revenues without right ; it is more lastittg and more 
• satisfying. A man's heart deviseth his way i but after all the 
Lord directeth his steps, ther^fhre there is reason for prayer and 

Vi thankfulness. A divine sentence [is,] ot should bcy in the lips of 
the king : his mouth transgresseth not in judgment, in giving 
orders and executing judgment ; or, if the dictates of God*s word 
be in his lifiSj a religious regard to the scri/uure will have a good* 

tl influence on his admimstration. A just weight aiid balance [are] 
the Lord's : all the weights of the bag [are] his work, are afi* 
pointed and commanded by him ; justice ought to be observed in the 
least instances^ and a regard to God will be an engagement to uni* 

Vi versal integrity. [It is,] that is^ it should be^ an abomination to 
kings to commit wickedness : for the throne is established by 
righteousness ; it tends to engage the affections of the people and 

13 the favour of God, and is the surest defence of a prince. Right- 
eous lips [are] the delight of kings ; and they love him that 
speaketh right ; an intimation to Solomon*s subjects what behav* 

14 iour would please him. The wrath of a king [is as] messengers 
of death, especially in such arbitrary monarchies as those in the 
east ; how much more dreadful is the wrath of God^ but a wise 
man will pacify it ; he will take the most wise and prudent time 

15 and methods in doing it. In the light of the king's countenance 
[is] life ; there is a transport attending the smile of a prince ; and 
his favour [is] as a cloud of the latter rain ; how valuable then is 

1 6 God*sfai'Our ! How much better in every respkt [is it] to get 
Wisdom than gold ? and to get understanding rather to be 
chosen than silver ? How foolish then is their conduct who spend 
all their days in getting wealthy without improving their own or 

IT their children's minds. The highway, that is, the straight and 
easy.pathj of the uprig^ht is to depart from evil ; this is his ton^ 
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9tatit aim and^ndeavour : he that kecpeth his way, looks well to 
hz8 acHonfy preserveth bis spul from sorrovf and destruction. 

18 Pride [goeth] before destruction, in tfris world and in the next^ 
and an haughty spirit before a fall ; to be proud of any thing ia. 

19 the way to lose it. Better [it is to be] of an humble spirit with 
the Jowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud ; an humble 
man is hafifiier in afflictions^ than an haughty^ insolent man in the 
midst of ftroafierity and triumfth. Here Solomon not only sfifiosea 
the blessings of virtue to the rewards of vice ^ (that would be dO'» 
ing vice too much honour ;) but he opposes the nahd virtue ^ and 
that the least magnificent of all others^ to the advantages of the 
most exalted xnce ; the spirit qf meekness to the spoils of pride, 

SO He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good, respect andsuc* 
cess : and whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy [is] he ; true re^ 

2 1 Hgion only can make a man happy. The wise in heart shall be 
Called prudent, that z>, have the honour of their wisdom : and the 
sweetness of the lips increaseth learning ; eloquence adds a new 
value to it ; makes it more agreeable^ diffusive^ and instructive, 

22 Understanding [is] a wellspring of life unto him that hath it ; ic 
streams forth for the instruction qf others : but the instruction of 
fools [is] folly ; they only betray their ownfollyy and no good is to 

23 he got by them. The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and 
addeth learning to hi^ lips ; he speaks from experience^ which 

24 makes what he says the more regarded. Pleasant words, such 
words qf wisdom as before described^ [are as] an honeycomb, 
sweet to the soul, and health to the bones, are not only pleas^ 
ant^ but wholesome ; like hoTiey^, they have an agreeable tastcj 

25 and a medicinal virtue. There is a way that seemeth right unto 
a man : but the end thereof [are] the ways of death ; this is 

26 repeated to teach us not to deceive ourselves. He that laboureth, 
laboureth for himself ; for his mouth craveth it of him ; honest 
industry is necessary for the preservation of Ufcy but more neces* 

27 sary in the concerns qf the soul. An ungodly man diggelh up 
evil ; is always contriving to do misc/uef; with great labour and 
industry diving into what is secret by surmises and suspicions c * 
and in his lips [there is] as a burning fire ; his lyings slanderous 

S8 speeches are very mischievous, A froward man soweth strife 
where there is lave and peace ; and a whisperer separateth chief 

29 friendly by carrying talcs and misrepresentations, A violent man 
ehticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way [that is] 
not good ; contrives to do him. the greatest injury. Let us aim at 
a contrary character^ and attempt to draw our friends into the 

30 ways qf religion. He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things ; 
he dqes it 'unth deliberation and contrivance : moving his lips he 
bringeth evil to pass ; giving signs to his associates^ that they 

31 may execufmtheir wicked projects. The hcary head [is] aci*own 
of glory, [il^ it be found in the way of righteousness ; ic is an hon^ 
ourable thin^ to be an aged saint : such should be revercJicedy and 
young people shoidd be engaged to be good betimesy that (hey may 

32 have this honTur if they ^hould live to be o/t/i [He that is] slow t« 
Vol. V. F 
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anger, not easily /tut into a fiasmon, nor resenta a firovocdtiony [isj 
better than the mighty : and he that ruleth his spirit than he 
that taketh a city ; eome of the moat glorious conquerors anddat 
the greatest success and triumfih^ have been^ through the violence 
of their own fiassions^ the objects offiity to all who read their his-^ 
83 tory ; as jflexander, and others. The lot is cast into the lap : 
but the whole disposing thereof [is] of the Lord ; his firavi^ 
dence determines the most casual events^ therefore we should be 
reconciled to our condition^ and patient and contented in every 
state. 



CHAP. XVIL 

1 TO ETTER [is] a dry morsel, a dry crusty and quietness there-' 

KM with, than an house full of sacrifices [with] strife J than the 

greatest feast ufiofi the remains of the most costly sacrifices : allfami-» 

liesy esfiecially the fioor^ should cultixiate fieace^ and thus secure the 

S most valuable enjoyment of life, A wise servant shall have role over 
a son that causeth shame : and shall have part of the inheritance 
among the brethren ; a wise servant often gets money sufficient tor 

3 buy the estate which fooHsh children are ob&ged to sell. The fining 
pot [is] for silver, and the furnace for gold : but the Lord trieth 
the hearts ; afflictions discover the dross^ and firove what is good^ 

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to fake lips; it is a sign of a wicked 
disposition to give credit to every malicious story raised and 
spread : [and] a liar gtveth ear to a naughty tongue ; bars lave 

i to strengthen and justify one another, Whoso mocketh the poor 
reproachcth his Maker who made him *o, who has taken the poor 
under his protection.^ and will punish the reproachers : [and] he 

<r that IS- glad at calamfities shall not go unpunished, Childrenlir 
children [are] the crown of old men ; it is an honour to live to be 
old and see many descendants : and the glory of children [arej 
their father^ r «^ ts an honour for children to be descended from 

7 worthy parents. Excellent speech becometh not a fool ; hia 

8 manners contradict it : much less do lying lips a prince. A 
gift [is as] a precious stone in the eyes ©f him that bath it, scat" 
tering its rays from every side^ is sfiarkling and beautiful ; whith- 
ersoever it tnmclh, it prospereth^ This intimates the unhappy 
influence which fnterest has to make men act agar'nst rehson^ con" 

9 science^ and the public good. He that covereth a transgression, 
maketh the beat of every things seeketh love ; bat he that repeat- 
eth a matter, and probably aggravatea it^ separateth [very] 
friends ; auch talebearera aa these are very fiemicio^s persona^ 
and should be checked by those who are friends t^ peace and love^ 

10 A reproof enlereth more into a wise man, maketh a greater im^ 

\\ preaaion upon him^ than an hundred stripes into a fool. An evil 

[man] seeketh only rebellion, or mischief : therefore a cruel 

nessenger shall be sent ag^unst htm. 'i'his is a warning jiot /• 
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entertain seditiouB councils and dengnsy lest the ftrince ahould send 

1 3 an executioner^ a% was customary in (he east. Let a bear robbed 

of her whelps, the moat mischievous animal in enraged circum* 

stances^ meet a man rather than a fool in his folly ; rather than a 

13 man under the injluence tf strong and vicious passions. Whoso 
rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house ; 

14 it may be punished in the next generation. The beginning of 
strife [is as] when one letteth out water : therefore leave ofFcoi> 
tention, before it be meddled with ; a beautiful allmion to a well 
knoitmjact, when a breach is once made in a dam no one can tell where 
it will stopy it will grow wider and larger^ therefore let us not med^ 

15 die with it at all. He that justifieth the wicked, treating him 
as J and pronouncing him to be righteous^ and he that condenuieth 
the just, censures und condemns those who are sincere and upright 

for some little indiscretions^ even they both [are] abomination to 

16 the Lord. Wherefore [is there] a price in the hand of a fooU 
an opportunity and advantage to get wisdom, seeing [he bath] 

17 no heart, nmAfr skilly resolution y nor desire [to it?] A friend 
loveth at all times, and a brother is bom for adversity ; they only 

18 are true friends who stick to us and help us in adversity. A man 
void of understanding striketh hands, [and] becometh surety in 

19 the presence of his friend, who is able to answer fur himself. He 
loveth transgression that loveth strife, that isj brawling^ content 
tionsj law suitSy and disputes in religion z [and] he that exalteth 
his gate seeketh destruction ; he u*Ao ajfects grandeur and mag" 
tnficencey his substance and his estate all run out tit his pompous 
gatey and make way for destruction to enter in : this is the ruin of 

JO mtUtitudes of young people. He that hath a froward heart, a per^ 
verscy fretful dispositiony findeth no good : and he that hath a 
perverse tongue, a deceitful, ill natured tongucy falleth into mis- 

31 chief, brings it upon himself by his own perverseness. He that* 
begetteth a fool, a wicked ton, [doeth it] to his sorrow : and the 
fuber of a fool hath no joy in any thing else. Such parents ar» 
greatly to be pitied ; and in order to prevent thisy they cannot be 

32 too careful in the education of their children, A merry hearty 
that isy a cheerful tempery doeth good [like] a medicine : but a 
broken spirit drieth the bones ; weakens the strengthy and con- 

23 sumes the vital parts, A wicked [man]^ taketh, or acceptethy a 
gift out of the bosom of the giver y he does it secretly y to pervert 

24 the ways ef judgment. Wisdom [is] before him that hath un- 
derstanding ; he has his thoughts about hhny looks before himy and 
considers the consequences of things : but the eyes of a fool [are] 
in the ends of the earth ; he hath a rovingy dissipated spirity med^ 
ddng with things that he hath no concern in, and that are of no im* 

35 portanee, A foolish son [is] a grief to his father, and bitterness 
to her that bare him : tlUs is a maxim that Solomon oflen repeats; 
probably he had his own son Rehoboam in his eye. It is of great im» 

26 parlance for parents and children to attend to it. Also to punisli 
the just [is] not good, [nor] to strike princes for equity ; it is a 
mnu in a magiurate to pumsh thejusfy but /or a king to /fumMh. 
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Ids noble9 for equity is mo9t horrible^ because U is discouraging 
them from doing good vfhen in their fiovfer^ and weakening his o«m 

57 hands. He that hath knowledge spareth his y^prds, is not fond 
ff talking y speaks only when it is fit and may be useful : [and] a 
man of understanding is of an excellent spirit, or rather^ a cool 
s/iirity as in the margin of our bibles^ for to be calm^ dispassionate y 
and not easily provoked^ is a mark of wisdom and an excellent sfiirU. 

98 Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise : [and] 
he that shutteth his lips [is esteemed] a inan of iinderstapding ; 
the concealment of folly is wisdom^ and sometimes wisdom uttered 
is folly ; men's abilities are c/uefly discovered by their discourse^ and 
talkative persons proclaim their own folly. Let every man therd' 
fore be swift to hear^ slow to speak j and slow to wrath. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

1 T^HROUGH desire a man, having separated himself, seek- 

X eth [and] ihtei-meddleth with all wisdom ; or rather^ a 
man of retirement seeketh after his desire^ and intermeddleih with 

2 all wisdom. Retirement is of great use to improve the mind. A 
fool hath no delight in understanding, in its' real use, only for os- 
tentation or amusement^ but '^hat his heart may discover itself ; 

3 all his delight is to vent his own folly and wickedness. When the 
wicked cometh, [then] cometh also contempt upon God and rr- 
iigiony and every thing valuable ; and with ignominy reproach, 
reproachful language concerning o'hers : if a man speaks reproach' 
fully and contemptibly of others^ mark him for a wicked man, 

'4 The words of a wise man!s mouth [are as] deep waters, [and] 
the well spring of wisdom [as] a flowing brook ; it is an inex- 

5 haustible spring of eiitertainmmt and improvement. [It is] not 
good to accept, to faruour or justify ^ the person of the wicked, in 

6 order to overthrow the righteous in judgment. A fool's lip's en- 
ter into contention, he uses passionate and prcrvokihg langudgr^ 
and his moUth calleth for strokes ; he brings sorrow and punish" 

7 rhent upon himself. A fool's moiith [is] his destruction, and his 
lips [are] the «nare of his soul ; it will especially appear to be so 
at the judgment day^ when f>y out words we shall be justified^ aticif 

S by our words we shall be condemned. The words of a talebearer, 
who picks up stoiies J pries info secrets^ and carries them froM 
house to houscj who relates falsehoods^ who misrepresents things^ 
or whispers about things which should not be spoken of though 
irucy the words qfsuch [are] as wounds, and they go down into 
the innermost parts of the belly ; the wounds are mortal though 
Silenty and destroy the reputation and interest of the persohs 

9 spoken q/J and the hve of those spoken td. He also that is 

slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great wast- 

10 er ; they are both criminate ahd both come to poverfy. The 

name of the Lord, his power, goodness, and promisds^ [is] 

a strong tower : the rjghteous runneth in^ it, and is safe \ 
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there be seeks Jor protection by faith and pray er^ and there he finds 
\\ ity together with a rich supply of all his wants. The rich man'a 
wealth [is] his strong city, and as an high wall in his own con« 
ceit ; he (hinks himself secure fy^ intrenched^ so thai no danger can 
come near him^forgetting his dependence ufion God ; but it is only 
in his own conceit^ and he finds his high walls thrown down by a 

12 variety qf accidents^ Before destruction the heart of man is 
haughty, and }n£ff>vp honour [is] humility ; Vffien ^ man find$ 
Aimself ipsfiosed to be proud of any of his endowments and posseS" 
sions^ he has need to be alarmed^ as it is an intimation that he is in 

13 danger of being deprived of them. He that answereth a matter 
l^efore he heareth [it,] vtho thinks to show his quickness qf appi^C' 
hension^' and pronounces dogmatically without hearing both sides^ 

14 it [is] fody and shame unto him. The spirit of a man will sus- 
tain his infirmity, bear up under dangers and troubles ; hwt a 
wounded spirit who can bear ? What hoth a man to comfort and 
vtphold him^ if he has not the reason of his own ndndy the testimony 
of his consciejice^ and a sense of GodU favour 7 Great care there* 

fire should be taken to govern the passions^ and keep the spirits 

1 5 calm^in order to prevent such a dreadful crisis. The heart of the 
prudent getteth knowledge ; and the ear of the wise seeketh 
iLHOwledge ; a diligent application to the means qf improving in 
knowledge^ both by study and canversationj is ^ sign of true wis* 

16 d<im, ' A maa's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him be- 
fore' great' men. This ancient custom of bringing presents when 

17 they wdiV upon their superiors^ is still retained in the east, [He 
thajL is] first in his own cause [seemetl^] just ; but his neigh- 
bour o^meth and searchetli him ; one story is good till another is 
toldy therefore we should not be rash ar^d hasty in our determina* 

18 tiorisy but hear both sides. The lo^ cawseth contentions to cease^ 
and parteth bejtween the mighty. Solomon here advises to refer 
tryuolesome matters to lotj and to sit dowft contented with the event ; 

19 this may be very useful stilly if not superstitiausly performed, A 
brother oiTended [is harder to be won] than a strong city : and 
[their] contentions [are] like the bars of a castle : the nearness of 
the relation Heightens the prorvocation^ therefore we should be careful 

30 not to offend or despise our near relations or friends, A man*s beUy 
shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth ; [and] with the 
increase of his lips shall he be filled ; he shall have pleasure or un^ 

Si easiness J as he speaks well or ill. Death and life [are] in the 
power of the tongue ; a great deal of good or evil is done by it^ 
and they that love it, that lave Itfe^ and give conversation a wise 

22 tumy shall cat the fruit thereof. [Whoso] findeth a wife, or (as 
some ancient versions render it) a good wifcy findeth a good 
[thing,] and obtaineth favour of the Lord, and he ought to ac- 
knowledge the goodness qf God in giving him a suitable companion, 

23 The poor useth entreaties, are forced to make submissions and 
use entreaties, even for what is their due ; but the rich answereth 
roughly ; riches are a temptation to haughtiness and arrogance^ 

24 which very much lessen the value qf them. A man [that hath] 
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friends must show himself friendly : and there is a friend [that] 
sticketh closer than a brother ; frimdn are worth keefting^ trnd 
way in many circumMtancea be more useful to tia than near rela^^ 
tiona ; therefore they must be used welly we mu9t love and serve 
them^ and b§have friendly to them^ if we desire they should behave 
so to us^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

1 T> ETTER [is] the poor that walketh in his integrity, than 
J3 [he that is] perverse in his lips, and is a fool ; an honest 
pQijr man is more honourable^ easij^ and secure^ than a sly wicked 

2 maTTy though he may get rich by his artifices. Also, [that] the 
soul [be] without knowledge, [it is] not good ; ihe want ofun-^ 
dersfanding and deliberation proves an occasion of great mischief : 
and he that hasteth with [his] feet sinneth ; if a man of good 
sense runs raMy and inconsiderately on, it luill be as fatal to hint 

3 as the want (f understanding. The foolishness of man pervert* 
eth his way, brings him into troubles and straits : and his heart 
fretteth against the Lord ; he lays the blame ufton Providence. 

4 Wealth makeih many friends, if not to kis fierson^ yet to his cir^^ 
cumstances ; but the poor is separated from his neighbour ; ia 

5 neglected by those who should hcl/i him. A false wiiness shall not 
' be unpunished, and [he that] speaketh lies shall not escape ; 

he who afieaketh lies firivatehjy though not confirmed by an oath^ 

6 shall not escape the divine judgment. Many will entreat the fa^ 
vour of the prince, because great things are in his power : and 
every man [is] a friend to him that giveth gifts ; to a man whose 
circipnsfances enable him and whose temper inclines him to be libera 
at. What a strong argument is this to seek the divine friendship. I 

7 All the brethren of the poor do hate him as a disgrace and bur*, 
den to them : how much more do his friends go far from hinif 
that is J (hose who professed themselves such ? he pursueth [them 
with] VFordSi he entreats the7n and pu*s them in mind of formir< 

g promisrs^ [yet] they [are] wanting [to him.] He that getteth 

wisdom loveth his own soul : he that keepeth understanding, 

^ who conducts his life by pruihn* counsel^ shall find good. A false 

witness shall not be unpunished, and [he that] speaketh lies shall 

perish ; this is repeated because it is an important maxim^ see v, 5^ 

10 Delight is not seemly for a fool ; he knows not how to behave in 
prosperity ; he useth the delights of life to dishonour Gody and for 
hifi own mischief ; much less for a servant to have rule over prin-^ 
ces ; ifsu^h an one be in power, he is intolerable^ and a judgment 

1 X on' mankind. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger till he 
is cooU ond has considered the matter : and [it is] his glory %o 
pass over a transgression, not to revenge it ; though the perverse 

12 judgment of the world is contrary. The king's wrath [is] as the 
roarin;^ of a lion ; but his favour [is] as dew upon the grass. 
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13 This is designed tofiromote loyalty, A foolish son [is] the calami 
ity of his father i and the contentions of a Ivife [are] a continual 
drop^g ; make the house uncomfortable and uTjit to be inhab^ 
ited^ and no temfit a man to eactravagance abroad, ji wicked son 
and a scolding wi/cy are two of the saddest fdagues in a family i 

li House and riches [are] the inheritance of fathers : and a pnn 
dent wife [is] from the Lord, «Ae does not come by hereditary 
fight ,• his providence therefore should be acknowledged in this 

15 favour. Siothliilness casteth into a deep sleep ; it has a stupify* 
ing faculty^ and makes men unfit for business ; and an idle soul 

16 shall suffer hunger ; shall be reduced to poverty and wanf* Htf 
that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul ; secures 
his peace and happiness ; [but] he that despiseth his ways shall 
die ; he that never thinks or minds how he actSj who follows his 
own inclination and thefashion^ goes the direct way to destruction^ 

\7 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth utito the Lord ; and 
that which he hath given will he pay him again ; it is in a 
safe handy and he shall have good interest, A delightful thought^ 
and of more force than a thousand volumes to recommend libera 

U ality. Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying ; it should be rather rendered^ * Do not lift 
up thy so%d to his destruction^ that is^ correct him^ but not immod'' 

19 erately.' A man of great wrath shall stiffer punishment ; he 
will have a deal of perplexity and uneasiness^ quarrels^ and lavf 
suits : for if thou deliver [him,] yet thou must do it again ; he 
will sson bring himself into some other scrape by his passion and per'' 

S6 verseness. Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou 
mayest be wise in the latter efid ; consider the final consequences 

21 of things ; such wisdom will be wisdom indeed, [There are] 
niany devices in a man^s heart ; nevertheless the counsel of the 
Lord, that shall stand in spite of them all, A comfortable thought 

11% to a good man at all times, The desire of a man [is] his kind-* 
nesd ; it is agreeable when persons mean well, though it is not in 
their flower to do much : and a poor man [is] better than a liar ; 
a poor man who gives good evidence of a kindf benevolent dispo-* 
sttion, is more esteemed and respected than a liar, that m, than a 
rich man who makes great professions and promises^ and does not 
answer them, has nothing at the sennce of his friends but compli-^ 

13 ments. The fear of the Lord [tendeth] to life : and [he that 
hath it] shall abide satisfied 'f he shall not be visited with evil, 

W with any destructive evil, A slothful [man] hideth hi* hand in 
[bis] bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth 
again ; when sloth prevails it makes a man unwilling to do the m©/?/ 

^5 necessary things. Smite a scomer, a profigate sinner, and the 
simple will beware ; if it does him no good, it iria'^ be a n'orning 
to others : and reprove one that hath understanding, [and] he 
will understand knowledp^e ; a wise man will be belter for refiroof 

26 He that wasteth [his] father, [and] chaselh away [his] mother^ 
[is] a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach to his parents 
stnd himself i but we very seldom see such things in children whof 
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i7 Hmve Been wisely and reiigiotuly educated. Ceaie) my son, to 
hear the instruction [that causeth] to err from the words of 
knowledge ; do not hearken to any who would Jirejudice you 

%B against religion or weaken your regard to it. An ungodly wit- 
ness scomelh judgment, that ia^ reason, equity , scripture, and the 
judgment of God against fierjidiotts persons : and ihe mouth of 
the wicked devoureth iniquity ; he swallows down greedily 
the greatest crimes, and is glad of any opportunity of committing 

99 them. Jtidgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for 
the back of fools ; they are sometimes punished in t/iis world, hut 
shall certainly be so in another^ This should engage us to seek wis-- 
dom, that we may avoid these judgments, and obtain security, peace, 
and everlasting happiness. 

CHAP. XX. 

1 TTTINE [is] a mocker, strong drink [is] raging: and 

V V whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise ; it imkes m. 
man abusive and quarrelsome, leads him to say and do foolish 
things. Let him have ever so much sense^ he reduceth himself to m 
level with an idiot ; yea, with a brute. It is strange that drunk* 
enness should be the fault qf so ntany sensible people, whom one 

2 would think pride should keep from it, if they had no religion. The 
fear of a king, an arbitrary monarch, [is] as the roaring of a lion : 
[whoso] provoketh him to anger sinneth [against] his own souK 

3 exposes his Ufe to manifest danger. [It is] an honour for a man 
to cease from strife, cautiously to crooid it, and be the first to give 
it over : but every fool will be meddling where he has no busi^ 

4 ness, and so stir up strife. The sluggard will not plough by rea- 
son of the cold ; the most inconsiderable difficulties affright him 
from labour : [therefore] shall he beg in harvest, and [have] 

5 nothing when others have plenty. Counsel in the heart of man 
[is like] deep water ; but a man of understanding will draw It 
out by prudent discourse and diligent observation, as human indus» 

6 try finds methods to fetch water out of the earth. Most men will 
proclaim every one his own goodness : but a faithful man who 
can find ? the generality pretend to great generosity, but it is dif" 

7 fictdt to find common honesty. The just [man] walketh in his 
integrity : his children [are] blessed after him j he entails a 
blessing on his posterity ; it is happy to be the children of such a 

t parent, A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scatter- 
cth away all evil with his eyes ; a mah of integrity will have a 
natural authority in any superior relation. If a king, he will esc^ 
ert himself as he ought ; iniquity will fly bifore him, and scarce 

% bear his look, for it is a cowardly thing. Who can say, I have 

made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin ? I am free from 

guilt in heart and life ? Therefore^ let us be humble before God, 

10 and not expect perfection in others. Divers weights, [and] cUvers 
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measures, both of them [are] alike abomination to the Lord ; 
t^ey are very deCes fable to him^ though men may think it a small mat* 
ter to use them : it is in vain to pretend to devotion^ vf/tere there 

1 1 19 not common honesty. Even a child is known by his doings^ 
whether his work [be] pure, and whether [it be] right ; f om 
may easily guess whether he will /trove modest and honesty or lewd 
and knavish ; therefore parents should restrain every thing that 

12 looks bad in children^and encourage every thing promising. The 
hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made even both 
of them ; this is true also of the faculties of the mind ; therefore 
we should not be proud of them^ but use them for God's glory. 

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, rise 
early to thy businessy [and] thou shalt be satisfied with bread. 

U [It is] naught, [it is] naught, saith the buyer : but wheA he 
is gone his way, then he boasteth. Thus men impose upon one 
another y and act contrary to the golden rule of doing as they would 

15 be done by. There is gold and a multitude of rubies : but the 
lips of knowledge [are] a precious jewel, much more valuable, 

\$ Take his garment thai is surety [for] a stranger : and take a 
pledge of him for a strange wpmao ; do not trust that man with* 
out good security y who w ready to be bound for a persony he know9 

17 not who ; especicdly for a wicked strumpet. Bread of deceit [is] 
sweet to a man ; but afterward his mouth shall be filled with 
gravel ; as a hungry man who catching at a piece of bready and 
finds in his mouth a piece of the mill stone that ground it, so a man 

18 will regret /lis unrighteous gains. [Every] purpose is establish- 
ed by counsel : and with good advice make war ; do nothing 
ras/iiyy especially in wary where conduct is often better than cour* 

19 {^e. He that goeth about [as] a talebearer, revealeth secrets : 
therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips ; be 
very careful of a man that comes to you as a talebearer y and pre* 
tends to know every one*s secretSyfor he will reveal yours likewise. 

20 Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put 
out in obscure darkness ; he shall lose all his comfort and happi* 

31 ness. An inheritance [may be] gotten hastily at the beginning; 
but the end thereof shall not be blessed ; it shall moulder away 

22 or be embittered. Say not thou, when thou hast received an in* 
juryy I will recompense evil, / will avenge myself in proportion to 
the offence ; [but] wait on the Lord, and he shall save thee ; he 
shall right thy present wrongSy and defend thee from future ones. 

23 Divers weights [are] an abomination unto the Lord ; and a 

24 false balance [is] not good. Man's goings [are] of the Lord ; 
how can a man then understand his own way ? Let us thertfore 

25 mind our dutyy and leave events to God. [It is] a snare to the 
man [who] devoureth [that which is] holy, apfiropriates to his 
own use what was consecrated to God i and after vows to 
make inquiry whethir it was wise and right ; that should have 

26 been done first. A vns/t king scattereth the wicked, and bring- 
cth the wheel over them. This is an allusion to a king riding in 
bis chariot^ dispersing somt sinners by his appearance^ and driving 

Vol. V. G 
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27 ever and dettroying others. The spirit of man [is] the candle of 
the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly ; nason 
and conscience are like a lamfi that God hath set xi/i in us, and by 
which we are capable of searching our hearts ; therefore we ought 
to use it cartfully ; and God will examine whether we have worked 
or filayed by this lights and accordingly will doom us to everlasting 

d8 light or darkness. Mercy and truth preserve the king '^ are his 
strongest guards : and his throne is upholden by mercy ; it ii 
the best security of his government^ engaging the favsur qf Gody 

%9 and the affections of hisfieo/ile. The glory of young men [is] their 
strength i and the beauty of old men [is] the grey head ; 
each has its beauty, glory, and use. Young men are fitted Jot dif» 
Jicult laboztrs, and to dtfend their country \ old men for counsel 

^ and advite, and therefore should not be slighted. The blaeness of 
a wound cleanseth away evil : so [do] stripes the inward parts of 
the belly ; those strokes which make a man black and biue, even 
those which are as wounds going into the belly, fiurge out tho^e 
corru/it (yfeCtioTis which are in the heart. This intimates, that re* 
firoqf, however disagreeable at present, nay be attended with hafi' 
fiy consequences. In this view, heavy afflictions from the band of 
God may be extremely ustJiU ; and it becomes us to receive re- 
firoqfs with thankfulness, and afflictions with all humble submissioni^ 
and carifully improve them. 



CHAP. XXI. 

1 npHE king^s heart [is] in the hand of the Lord, [as] the 

jL rivers of water : he turneth it whithersoever he will ; 
it is like rivulets qf water, which a husbandman turns to wJuchpart 
qfhis ground he pieaseth ; this is a reason why we should pray foft 

2 kings and all that are in authority. Every way of a man [is] 
right in his own eyes 5 but the Lord pondereth Ae hearts ; he 
qfien sees cause to condemn what they approve, and will bring every 

3 heart under a strict examination. To do justice and judgment [is] 
more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice, or any ot/ier external 
observances. A maxim qf great importance, especially to the Jewsj 

4 who were prone to trust in their sacrifices and ceremonies. An 
high look, and a proud heart, [and] the ploughing of the wicked» 
[is] sin, when he does not do it with a good intention ; or rather j 
as in the margin, the light of the wicked, that is, all their worldly 

5 pomp and glory, is an occasion of sin unto them. The thoughts of 
the diligent, that is, the prudent and active, [tend] only lo plen- 
teou?nes3 ; but of every one [that is] hasty, who acta raahly^ 
and undertakes more business than he can manage j only to want. 

6 The getting of treasures by a lying tongue [is] a vanity iqssed 
to and fro of them that seek death ; it is a vapour dissipated by 

7 the wind; the treasures are lost, cmd destruction follows. Th« 
robbery of the wicked shall destroy themj or saw them a^undcvy 
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intimating the dreadful agonies of their con»ciencea ; because ihey 
refuse to do judgment) vnll go on in a wicked course^ and not make 
% restitution. The way of man [is] froward and strange ; that isy 
the VKty ofjrswardy perverse men is strange^ hatfful to God and 
good men : but [as for] th« pure, his work [is] right,; he afi' 
proves himself to God, and acts worthily in his station ; you know 
5 where to find him and may safely trust him, [It is] better to dwell 
in a corner of the house top, in a poor^ silent manner^exposed to all 
the injuries of the weather ^ than with a brawling woman in a wide 
bouse, a house <f society, A perverse wife spoils all thepleasure that 
a man would find in his friends and relations^ for she generally sets 
herself against them ; and there can be no more evident proof of 

10 Jolly and perverseness than this. The soul of the wicked desir- 
cth evil 2 his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes ; he is qf 
such a malignant temper that he seems to have outgrown all sense 
of humanity^ and spares neither friends nor foes if they stand in 

M the way of his evil designs. When the scomer is punished, the 
simple is made wise : and when the wise is instructed, . he 

12 receiveth knowledge, without any such methods <f severity. 'Wic 
righteous [man] wisely considerctb the house of the wick- 
ed : [but God] overthroweth the wicked for [their] wickedness; 
wise and good men consider the designs of Providence in the prof' 
perity of the wicked and the destruction that often comes upon 

t3 them. Whoso sCoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also 
shall cry himself, but shall not be heard ; an awful passage that 

14 should never be forgot ten. A gift in secret pacifieth anger : and 
a reward in Jhe bosom strong wrath, and it is prudent where it 

15 can be honestly bestowed. [It is] joy to the just to do judgment, 
to do it themselves and see it done by others : but destruction 

16 [ahaU be] to the workers of iniquity. The maathat wandercth 
out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congrega* 
tion of the dead ; there his wanderings end^ there he shall take up 
his lodging^ and be punished in hell with the sinners of the old world. 

17 He that loveth pleasure, that isy sports and diversions , [shall 
be] a poor man ; he that loveth wine and oil, the luxuries and 

13 delicacies ofHfe^ shall not be rich- The wicked [shall be] a ran- 
som for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright ; 
they shall suffer that punishment which was intended for the 
righteous ; and are sometimes instruments of delivering good m^n 

19 contrary to their desire. [It is] better to dwell in the wildemtis 
qtdeflyy though removed from human converse, than "with a con- 

20 tentious and an angry woman. [There is] treasure to be desired 
and oil in the dwelling of the wise ; a person in the lower circum* 
stances of life may with prudent forecast have something decent and 
handsome to entertain his friends with ; but a foolish man sp€ndeth 

3 1 it up, wastes it upon himself or in extravagance with others. He that 
followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteous- 
ness and honour ; a comfortable and fibppy life, and honour among 
good men and from God ; the true and most satisfactory way to en* 

%% joy life is to be really religious. A wise [man] scaleth the citj 
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of the miglity, and casteth down the strength of the confidence 
thereof ; wUdom ' and conduct are often better than strength, 

23 Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, «> vteary and cautious 

24 in talking^ keepeth his soul from troubles. Proud [and] haugh- 
ty scomer [is] his name, who dealeth in proud wrath, that U hit 

25 fiTOfier name^ and there cannot be a more odious one. The desire 
, of the slothful killeth him ; for his hands refuse to labour : an 

admirable observation ; while men have not the resolution to afxfily 
to business^ they are tormented with their own wants^ with rejlec- 
tions on the necessity qf diligence^ and their own guilt in neglecting 

?^. it. He coveteth greedily all the day long : this is an exceeding 
beautiful refietition ; he desires a desire all the day long ; he desires 
and desires^ and there it rests ; he will do nothing to secure the 
thing he desires ; and therefore he tften wants necessaries :■ but 
the righteous giveth and spareth not ; an honest diligent man 
not only sup/iorts himself but has wherewith to supfily and reUenfe 

57 others. The sacrifice of the wicked [is] abomination : how 
much more, [when] he bringeth it with a wicked rahid ? This is 
not designed to discourage prayer in the wicked ; the meaning rs, 
that a man who goes on in a course of wickedness^ and yet keeps ufi 
the external form» of religion^ is offensive to Gody especially when 
he makes use of religion as a mask to deceive others^ or thinks to 

29 compensate with the Almighty for his sins by Ms sacrifices. A false 
witness shall perish : but the man that heareth speaketh con- 
stantly ; the man that heareth and considereth^ speaks with judg^ 

29 ment and success^ as he is always believed. A wicked man harden- 
eth his face,tfnrfffavottr» to conquer the shame of having done amiss : 
but [as for] the upright, he directeth his way ; examines his ac" 
tionsy and endeavours to live so that he may not blame himself, 

30 [There is] no wisdom, no natural sagacity^ nor understanding, 
no improvement ofparts^ or human policies^ nor counsel, that isy 
confederacies and combinations^ against the Lord, tl!at shall take 

.31 place to overturn the counsels and designs of God. The horse [is] 
prepared against the day of battle : but safety [is] of the Lord ; 
no military preparations will doy unless he gives success. This is a 
powerful motive to prayer y especially in time of war, to commit all 
our national interests and concerns to hinty and to go forth in his 
strength, 

% \ \ • =L 

CHAP. XXII. 

D yt [GOOD] name [is] rather to be chosen than great riches, 
JLjL [and] loving favour rather than silver and gold ; without 
the respect and kindness of a mafias neighbours and friends his 
riches will not make him comfortable ; let us be thankful if we 

2 have a good reputation and do nothing to forfeit it. The ricl\ and 
poor meet together : the Lord [is] the maker of thepi all ; wit A 
regard to happiness they are muqh upon the sqme footing ; God 
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hcUh fixed their rffiecHve circum$tence9^ end at death they 9haU 
all certainly meet together and be ufion a level ; let the rich there* 
S fore be humbUy and the poor contented, A prudent [man] fore- 
seeth the evil and hideth himself ; he makes provision against 
it : but the simple pass on and are punlslied ; they never think 
of it till they fail into it ; this is applicable both to worldly and re^ 

4 ligious concerns. By humility [and] the fear of the Lord [arc] 

5 riches, honour, and life. Thorns [and] snares, continual per- 
plexity and vexation^ [are]] in the way of the froward : he that 
doth keep his * ml, that watches aver his actions andwords^andis 
of a friendly obliging disposition^ shall be for from them. 

6 Train up a child in th^ way he should go : and when he is old« 
he will not depart from it ; this is generally though not mniver^ 
sally true^ and a great motive it is to a prudent and pious educa* 

7 tion of children. The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrow- 
er [is] servant to the lender : this should be a motive to diligence 

8 and frugality that we may not be dependent upon others. He that 
soweth iniquity shall reap vanity, that isj mortification and dis* 
appointment : and the rod of his anger, the power with which 

9 he injures others^ shall fail. He that hath a bountiful eye, who 
sees and comfiassionates the misery of others y shall be blessed ; for 

,10 he giveth of his bread to the poor. Cast out the scomer, him 
who disdains advice and counsel^ and is obstinately bent on his own 
way^ and contention shall go out ; yea, strife and reproach shall 

1 1 cease. He that lov^th pureness of heait, an upright man^ who 
delivers his mind in acceptable language^ [for] the grace of his 

12 lips, the king [shall be] his friend. The eyes of the Lorb 
preserve knowledge, God graciously watches over those who make 
his law their rule and religion their care ; and he overthroweth 
the words of the transgressor ; he cuts short the power of the 

13 wicked y so that they do not what they intend. The slothful [man] 
saith, [There] is a lion without, 1 shall be slain in the streets ; 
a very unlikely thm^ to meet a Hon in the streets ; it shews the 

14 folly of slothful people's excuses. The mouth of strange women 

[is] a deep pit ; their society is a gulf of destruction : he that is 
abhorred of the Lord, who is given up to his wicked lusts^ shall 

15 fall therein. Foolishness [is] bound in the heart of a child ; 
[but] the rod of correction shall drive it far from him ; in many 

16 cases this is the only method. He that oppresseth the poor to 
increase his [riches, and] he that giveth to the rich, [shall] sure* 
ly [come] to want ; Providence often delivers unjust men into 

17 the hands of oppressors ^ who serve them as they served others. Bow 
down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine 
heart unto |ny knowledge, the wise lessons which I teach thee^ 

18 For [it is] a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee ; they 
shall withal be fitted in thy lips ; they will be thy delight and 

19 ornament ; and enable thee to speak properly and usefully. That 
thy trust may be in the Lord, I have made known to thee 
this day, even to thee ; / have acquainted thee with these things^ 

20 that thou mayest therefore be encouraged to trust only in God, Have 
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not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge ; 
51/ rr/er to thy own judgment and discretion ; That I might make 

Ihec know the certainty of the words of truth ; that thou might- 

est answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee ? be 

uieful to those that conMidt thee or emfiloy thee in any business ; 

this is one great advantage of wisdom^ that it Jits men for usejut 
%2 services in life, Rob not the poor, because he [is] poor : neither 

Oppress the afflicted in the gate, that is^ in the court of justice ; 

let him not be werthrovfn or injured because he wants money to 
J3 defend his cause : For the Lord, /A^ sufirente judge^ will plead 
24 their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them. Make 

no friendship with an angry man ; and with a furious roan 
tS thou shalt not go : Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare 

to thy soul ; lest his ftassions provoke thine ; or lest his exam* 
36 file corru/it thee^ and lead thee into sin. Be not thou [one] of 

them that strike hands, [or] of them that are sureties for debts. 
77 If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed 

from under thee \ Itis firudent to avoid being bound for others^ 

lest the creditor in the rage of his disa/ifiointment go beyond what 

the law altowsy and reduce thee to great extremity through thy ontm 

28 folly. Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers 

29 have set,ybr the distinction of one inheritance from another, Seesf 
thou a man diligent in his business, a man that looks about him^ 
is active and diligent in his ownfirofter work, he shall stand be- 
fore kings ; he shall not stand before mean [men ;] he is 
likely to rise and be advanced in life, Jfwejlesire to stand bc" 

^ore the King of kingSj and to be numbered among his favourites^ 
let t^s not be slothful in business, but fervent in spirit^ serving the 
Jaord. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

1 T T7HEN thou sittest to eat with a ruler, or any fierson of 

V V superior rank or gtmiityy consider diligently what [is] 
before thee, and how easily thou mayest be drawn into excess : 

2 And put aknifw to thy throat, if thou [be] a man given to appe- 
tite ; use any violence with thyself rather than fall into intern fter" 

3 ance. Be not desirous of his dainties : for they [are] deceitful 
meat ; persons by visiting those above their rank get an habit qf 
high livings which often proves a snare to them ; plain fare is less 
expensive^ more nourishing^ and free from the temptations which 

4 attend dainty meats. Labour not to be rich ; fatigue not thyself: 
make not a slax*ery of business ; set bou?ids to thy contrivances ; 
do not filace thy hapfuntss in riches^ nor seek them too eagerly : 
cease from thine own wisdom, which may prompt thee to such a 

5 dangerous and destructive conduct. Wilt thou set thine cye« 
upon that which is not ? for [riches] certainly make themselve* 
vings ; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven- Solomon^ 
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though a rich matty ^fieaks qfrichet in a very contemfituoui manner 
hcre^ oA if they had no real existence, Tiiey are often lost through 
Much an excessive deure o/more^ aa sets men ufion hazardous en^* 
terfirisesj which ^ if they do not succeed^ lessen their former gain s 
fohUe hoarding them up, is but letting their wings grovfy whkh makea 

6 them more readily fly away. Eat thou not the bread of [him that 
hath] an evil eye, a man <fa covetous temfier^ who grudgeth thee 
every thing thou eatest ; neither desire thou his dainty meats x 

7 For as he thinketh in his heart, so [is] he : Eat and drink, saith 
he to thee ; but his heart [is] not with thee ; he is to be judged of 
by his dtsfiosition^ and not by his comfiliments ; whatever he says^ 

$ he has no real regard for thee. The morsel [which] thou hast 

eaten shah thou wish to vomit up, and lose thy sweet words ; 

9 repent of all thy compliments and thanks. Speak not in the ears 

10 of a fool : for he will despise the wisdom of thy words. Re- 
move not the old land mark ; and enter not into the fiekls of the 

1 1 &therless, who are not able to right themselves. For their Re<* 
deemer [is] mighty ; he shall plead their cause with thee ; if 
they have no near relation^ kinsman^ or friend to avenge their wrongs 

IS Ood will do it. Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine 
13 eara to the words of knowledge. Withhold not correction from 

the child out of foolish pity : for [if] thou beatest him with the 
U rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and 

shalt deliver his soul from hell ; save him from those sinful courses 

15 that might lead him to destruction. My son, if thine heart be 

16 wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. Yea, my reins shall 
rejoice, when thy lip^ speak right things, and nothing that savours 

\7 qf impiety to God or undutifuiness to me. Let not thine heart 
envy sinners : but [be thou] in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long ; this will preserve thee from all corrupt afftctions and irreg* 

18 ular passions. For surely there is an end ; and thine expecta- 
tion shall not be cut off; tl.ou wilt not upon the whole lose by thy 

19 religion^ but have a glorious reward here and hereafter. Hear 
thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way 

20 which I prescribe to thee. Be not among wine bibbers ; among 
riotous eaters of flesh ; avoid the society of gluttons and drunk* 

31 ards : For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty : 
and drowsiness shall clothe [a man] with rags ; an idle^ triflings 
sleepy habit^ will make mefi neglect their business^ and expose them 

32 to v>ant and infamy. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, 
and despise not thy mother when she is old, for her age is an 

33 additional argument for thy dutiful regards to her. Buy the truth 
at any price^ and sell [it] not upon any consideration whatever^ 
for thou wilt surely lose by the bargain ; [also] wisdom, and in- 

34 struction, and understanding. The father of the righteous shall 
greatly rejoice : and he that begetteth a v ise [child] shall have 

35 joyofhim, i/z the virtue and regularity of ius behaviour. Thy 
father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall 
rejoice j all her pains in thy birth and education shall be obunlantly 

36 r^aid. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes obseive 
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my ways ; do not only look grave and attentive^ but set tJdne heart 
and affections on what I say^ and see that thou act est on the rules 

27 I have given thee^ and after the examfUe I have set thee. For a 
whore [is] a deep ditch ; and a strange woman [is] a narrow 
pit ; a man may easily slide into them^ but it may be difficult if not 

M im/iossible to get out. She also lieth in wait as [for] a prey, and 
increaseth the transgressors among men ; whatever professions 
qflove she might make^ she draws multitudes into sin and ruin, 

29 Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions ? who 
hath babbling ? who hath wounds without cause ? who hath 

30 redness of eyes ?. They that tarry long at the wine ; they that 
go t6 seek mixed wine. This shows the mischi^ of drunkenness^ 
that it hurts the body^ the character; the comfort qfUfe^ the peace of 

31 soci^yy and the good order of the world. Look not thou upon the 
wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, [when] 
it moveth itself aright. A most lively and beautiful fias^age^ in 
which the wine is compared to a wicked woman^ who puts on her^ 

32 most graceful and attractive airs to allure the unwary. At the 
last it biteth like, a serpent, and stingeth like an adder ; it will 
be rank poison in thy veinsy destroy thy peace and ruin thy soul. 

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall 
utter perverse things ; thy lustful desires will be infamedy and 
thine heart or tongue utter filthy ^ scurrilous^ blaspht mous words^ 

34 without prudence^ and without decency. Yea, thou shalt be as he 
that lietn down in the midst of the sea, or as he that litth upon 
the top of a mast, who falls asleep where he was set to watch ; he 
is liable to be tossed off every moment ^ and perish without remedy ^ 

35 yet thinks himself secure^ and sleeps soundly. They have stricken 
me, [shalt thou say, and] I was not sick ; they have beaten me, 
[and] I felt [it] not : when shall 1 awake ? I will seek it yet 
again ; notmthstanding all the dangers which the sot runs through^ 
and the indignities and injuries he suffers in his drink^ no sooner 
doth he awake but he runs the same round of folly and ejctrava^ 
gance. TTiis beautifully expresses the confidence and obstinacy of 
drunkards^ whose senses and understanding are so ittupifed that they 

fear no danger, jln awful warning to us ally to take heed^ lest at 
^any time our hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunken^ 
ness ; for we may soon go from bad to worse ^ and never be rouse d^ 
till we fail into the lake that burnetii with fire and brimstone^ which 
is the second deaths and which the word of God assures us shall be 
the portion qfcUl drunkards ; therefore let us stand in awe arid tin not. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

1 TD E not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to 
X3 be with them ; do not think them so happy as to wish thyself 

2 in their circumstances. For their heart studicth destruction, arid 

3 their lips talk of mischief. Through wisdom is an house 
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liVkiMe j ; ttid by vmderstaDditig it is e8ti^>ti8hed : that rt, hy firu^ 

dence and dtBcretion fianUieB are tufiported emd (tandwrndy mam" 

4 tmned ; And foy knowledge shall the chambers be filled with 

lAl predous and pleasabt riches ; uU things necessary Jbr con* 

6 jfemenee and (ymament. A wise inan*[r8] strong ; yea, a maa 
of knowledge increaseth strength ; he knows how to dr/end and 
secure himself^ and is not exfiosed to so many dangers and fierpUx* 

% ides as others. For by Wise counsel thou shall make thy war : 
«nd in nmltilude x>f counsellors [there is] safety; it is/irudent to 
think qfimfiortant matters frequently and cLsdy^ and to take the 

7 advice of others^ Wisdom [is] too high for a fool : he openeth 
not bts month in the gate ; he may be loud and noisy enough 
4unong his vain companions^ iut when he €omes tmwng the Judges^ 
#r to the places vfhere mnse men resort^ he has nothing to *ay, oTj 
if he sfiemtcsy he is treated vrith contempt. What an idea does thia 
Krifitwe give us of a great many of those gay fluttering creatureSf 

9 who think themselves so very considerable ! He that deriseth to do 
evil shall be called a mischievous person ; a malignant wretch^ 
who breaks in upon the comforts of human t{fe^ and shall become 

9 odiious -and hattful to mankinds The thought of foolishness [is] 
siai ; it is sinfiil to harbour evil thoughts^ and will expose men to 
the condemnation of 4m heart searching God : and the scomery 
'10 who apetdy makes a jest ofsiny [is] an abomination to men. [If] 
thon faint in the day of adversity, thy strength [is] small ; if 
thou sink into despair and melancholy^ and art dii^pmtraged from 
thy duty, it shows the mind to be weak and unfortified. Great 
pain* therefore should be taken to keep up the firmness of the mindy 
\\ and not to sink under little difficulties and troubles. If thou for- 
bear to do thy utmost to deliver [them that are] drawn unto 
death, sxid [those that are] ready to be slain, who are unjustly 

12 eondemnedy or violently assaulted ,* If thou say est, Behold, we 
knew it not, either his danger, or innocence^ or the way to deliver 
him ; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider [it ?] and he 
that keepeth, or preservethy thy soul, doth [not] he know [it ?] 
how far thy excuses and reasons are well grounded : and shall 
[not] he render to [every] man according to his works ? Sins 
if omission are charged to our account ^ especially a neglect of doing 
good to other Sy and much more of delivering their souls from de- 

13 struction. My son, eat thou honey, because [it is] good ; and 
the honeycomb [which is] sweet to thy taste ; you are determined 

14 in your choice of diet ^ by its being agreeable to your taste : So 
[shall] the knowledge of wisdom [be] unto thy soul ; when thou 
liast found [it,] then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation 
shall not be cut off ; it is not only delightful at present, but tthall 

15 be abundantly rewarded. Lay not wait, O wicked [man,] secretly, 
against the dwelling of the righteous ; spoil not openly hisrest- 

16 ing place : For a just [man] falleth seven times, and risclh up 
again ; he falleth into trouNe many times, and GoddeUvereth him : 
but the wicked shall fall mto mischief, into irrecoverable de&truc- 

17 tion. Rejoice not when thine enemy faficth in:o a calamitous 
Vol. V. ' H 
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rmtdkioni and let not thine heart be glad when he itumytth i 
it Lest the Lord see [it,] and it displease hint} and he turn away 

his wrath from hini) and turn it ufton thee^ for thy moHciousj' 
19 nicked joy. Fret not thyself because of evil [men,] neither be 
80 thou envious at the wickeid ; For there shall be no reward to the 

evil [mail ;] the candto of the wicked shall be put out ; all hU 
3 1 comfort and hoficM shall be lo9t at once. My son, fear thou the 

Lord and the king 3 [and] meddle not with them that are givttf 
22 to change :* For their calamity shall rise suddenly, by ftrecipi^ 

tote meamrea men may nan themietues and those about them : and 

who kAoweth the tmn of them both I qf those that fear not God 

33 and the king. Thefle [things] also [belong] 10 the wise, vfho 
may receive Jurther instruction'. [Jt is] not good to have respect 
of persons in judgment ; it is enormously vficked to consider their 
relation^ wealthy greatness^ Jriendshift^ connections^ or any thing bui 

34 the merits of the case. He that saith unto the wicked, Thou 
[art] righteous ; him shall the people curse^ nations shall abhof 
him ; his countrymen and other nations that hear qfhis crimcy shall 

35 abhor him : Bat to them that rebuke [him] shall be delight, a 
fmtfful repTcrver shall be honoured^ and a good blessing, the bless'^ 

ing (fa good man^ or the blessing qfthe wicked who become goodj 

36 shall come upon them^ [Every man] shall kiss [his] lips that 
giveth a right answei^ ; he will be greatly esteemed for hisfiru^ 

37 dence aitd good understandtTig, Prepare thy work without, and 
make it fiftj fbr thydelf in the field ; and afterward build thine 
house ; this is cafmble (f two senses^ and both very imfior$anti 
Prepare for thy work a booth or hut in the fields and cftervfard 
btdld a house / begin low and live sparingly j^ and qfterward 
build. An important maxim which few attend to, though they see 
others ruined fbr want of regarding it. Or it may rrfer to jiru^ 
dence in undertaking any great wark^ aitd be a caution not to begin 
a greaty expensive undertaking^ till there be substance to complete 

fS it J and the necessary materials be prepared* Be not a witness 
against thy neighbour without cause ; and deceive [not] with 
thy lips ; do not endeavour by crafty insinuations to draw others 

39 info an ill ofiinion ofhim^ though he has injured thee. Say not, I 
wi)l do so to him as he hath done to me : I will render to the 
itiarr- according to his work ^ our having been injured or deceived 
by ot/ters, gives us no toleration to injure and deceive them. The 

50 rest of the chapter is a beautiful and instructive parable. I went 
by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void 

51 oif understanding j these' are synonimous terms ; And, lo, it was 
all grown over with thorns, [.and] nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down : v>e see 
many people's fields and gardens in this condition^ and we qften see 
the like within doors as well as without / many persons are in a 

33 continual litter and confusion through mere idleness. Then I savv^ 

• We nrt notbere forbUSdm toatrempt » change In a bad govrnunent when Providence 
%^tt an o^Hnniry ; ic is only a genera] inrimattoii of tht imprudence of attenptliig H YvlUft^ 
€bt jofet gnNUKl#and r«A»Mabk expocutiou of tncocu. 
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fsndl censldered [it] well : I looked upon [it, and] received lit* 
ttruction ; the vn9e9t men may and ought to learn instruction Jrotn 
imftertinent^ idlej utelesa creaturea ; if fve will connder their tfjr- 
amfUe and conduct well^ we may learn to avoid their errors^ and 

^3 do better ouraehfes. [Yet] a little «lee]>, a little slumber* a little 
folding of the hands to sleep a Utile longer^ and then I will /lut 

34 my good reaolutions into practice : So shaU thy poverty come 
[as] one that traveUeth^ mlentiyy insemibiy^ and unexfiectedly^ 
and thy want as an armed man ; at length it $haU seize thee in a 
powerfuti trresistibie manner. We have too many such instances 
as this before our eyes : let us took ufton them ; consider them well ; 
and receive instruction ; God intends that we should do so. In* 
dustry is a duty we owe to Gody to ourselves^ to ourfandiiesy and 
to society. As we desire to secure our substance^ our comfort^ our 
'Credit J our usefulness j and thefirvour ofGod^ let us not be slothful 
in business^ but fervent in sftirit^ serving the LOrd, 



CUAP, XXV. 

1 'T^HESE [arel also proverbs of Solomon, wbich the men of 
H JL Hezekiah* king of Judah copied o\it. [It is] the glory of 
God to conceal a thing, the reasbns of his judgments and decrees: 
but the honour of kings [is] to search out a matter ; to search 
5 out secret contrrugncesand intricate cases. The heaven for 
height, and fl^e earth for depth, and the heart of kings [is] un- 
searchable to vulgar ndnds^ and firudentty concealed from others, 
TTiese two verses are an important Uason tofmtices not to indulge 
themselves in an idle tife^ but to in^re diligently into things^ and 
make necessary remarks upon them, and yet mctintatn a prudent re* 

4 serve. Tafce aw^y the dross from the silver, and there shafJl 

5 come forth a beautiful vessel for the finev. Take away the 
wicked [from] before the king^ and his throne shall be estab- 
lished in righteousness ; remove wicked ministers, and then the 

§ pubb'c ajfairs will go on prosperously. Put not forth thyself in 
the presence of the kmg, {md stand not in the place of great 
[men ;] do not apfiear too splendid for one of thy rank, nor affect 

T a higher place than becomes thee, For better, more honourable^ 
[it is] that It be said unto, thee, Come up hithjpr ; than that 
thou shouldst be put lower in the presence of the prince whom 
thine eyes have seen, which must be very mortifying, (Luke xiv. 

^ 9.) Go not forth hastily to strive without due consideration^ 
either in battle, or at law, lest [thou know not] what to do in the 

9 end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. De- 
bate thy c^use with thy neighbour [himself ;] and discover net 
\ secret to another, that is, a secret quarrel : a maxim particular ^ 
ly to be regarded by husbands and wives \f they should have any 

* Theie wfre probuhly MimepmphetB that H^xekiah leleeted oat of the poUlc schools j-« 
fCtend in hU coort m dometttc cn4p1ains ; they cupftnl che^e proverb* out of toine private 
Mllection*, ami pabiMhed them for geneml imtroction. A luefal <letign, at insoy of thenv 
fSo^io ai aach LoiportAat t ^ase and solidity at auy that w.^c before made i*ol»lic. 
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10 d^ereneei : I^st he that hearelh [it] put thee to shame* and 
thine infamy turn not away ; ieti by teUing the story he ejffioee 

1 1 thee to content fit • A word fitly spoken [is like] apples of gold in 
pictures of siWer, or rather^ * Uke oranges in a basket qf wrought 
silver^* which must look extremely beautiful^ Such words as these^ 
have a rich and valuable meanings beside the handsome manner in 

13 which they ara s/ioken, [As] an earring of gold, and an orna- 
ment of fine gold) [so is] a wise reprover upon an obedient ear ; 
/or from thinking himself wronged or being provoked by it^ he es» 

13 teems it firecious. As the cold of snow, or a cooling breeze^ in 
the time of harvest, [so is] a faithful messenger to them that 
send him : for he refresheth the soul of his masters, vfho were 

14 ready to Joint under the apfirehension qf ill success^ Whosa 
boasteth himself of a false gift, ^ fine comfdiments not answered^ 
andjbteftromises not performedj [is like] clouds aad wind without 

15 rain, which disa/ifioint the expectation^ By long forbeairing is a 
prince persuaded, wA^fc* by violent opposition he is more incensed i 
and a soft tongue breaketh the bone, overcomes the most stub^ 

16 bom resolution. Hast thou found honey ? eat so much as is 
•ufiicient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it ; 
this is applicable to all worldly delights^ use them with moderation,, 

17 Withdraw thy foot fi-om thy neighbour's house j lest he be 
• "weary of thee, and [so] hate thee j do not frequently press in 

upon himy or tarry too Icng^for that is hindering his business and 
thy own. There is such a thing as making ourselves too cheap ; a, 
caution which ministers should attend to above all other persons^ 

18 A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour [is] a 
maul,and a sword, and a sharp arrow ; a complicated instrument of 
mischitfy it smites and bruises Uke a maul^ i$ pierces like a swordj 
when near at handy and at a distance it wounds like a sharp arroWy 

19 so that a man is never out qf its reach. Confidence in an un^ 
fedthful man in time of trouble [is like] a broken tooth, and a foot 
out of joint ; they are not only useless but troublesome^ when there 

HO is occasion to use them, [As] be that taketb away a gar- 
ment in cold weather, which is very unseasonable^ [and as] vine-t 
gar upon nitre, which makes a great ferment j so [is] he that sing- 
eth songs to an heavy heart ; it makes him more melancholy than 

21 brfbre. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ; and 

S2 if he be thirsty, give him water to drink : For thou shalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward thee i 
the human mind is so formed as to be won by kindness^ and is as 
sensible of it as the body is of burning coals applied to the tenderest 

33 part. The north wind driveth away rwn t so [doth] an an- 
gry countenance a backbiting tongue ; if it be proper no other 
way to reprove ify an angry coujitenance may testify our strong dis^^ 
HkCy and make the slanderer unwilling to vent his illnature in our 

S4 presence. This is applicable to hearing prophantness^ l^c, [It is] 
better to dwell in the comer of the house top, than with a brawl-. 

25 ing woman and in a wide house. [As] cold waters to a thirsty soul, 
so [is] good news fron;i a far country,^om whi^h it is hard to get 
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intelligence. We hceoe reaaon to bless God /or the art (/writings 

for the convenience of fiosts^ and such easy corweyance of inteUi* 

gence from our absent friends ; especially for good news from 

76 heiTuen. A righteous roan {ailing down before the wicked^ 

being ofifiressed and tramfUed ufum by him^ [is as] a troubled 

37 fountain, and a comipt spring, o pubHc calandty, [It is] not 
good to eat much honey though very pleasant : so [for men] to 
search their own gloiy [is not] glory ; to hunt ajter afifilause is 
dishonourable^ it counterbalances and lessens all the other beauties qf 

38 a man's character. He that [hath] no rule over his own spirit, 
that cannot bear affronts and firovocations wiih meekness^ and af 

factions ftfieh patience^ [is like] a city [that is] broken down, 
[and] without walls ; he is liable to every surfirizcy is very con^ 
temfttiblcy and is exfiosed to innumerable mischiefs. Let us labour 
after the government of ourselves ; and learn of Christy who wa# 
meek and lowly in heart j so shall we find honour^ security y and 
peace to our souls. 



CHAP. XXV I. 

1 /i S snow in summer, and as rain in YiViwest^ which ftr event 
XjL reaping and gaihering in the fruits qf the earthy so hon- 
our is not seemly for a fool ; though he may look grand ^ he knows 

3 not how to use it^ and does mischief with it. As the bird by wan* 
dering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless 
shall not come ; a man is in no more danger from the causeless 
curse qf others^ than from the flying of a bird over his head ; 

3 it fixes no where except upon him that uttered it, A whip 
for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's 
back ; a foolish wicked man must be taught and restrained by tf- 

4 vcre methods ; no others will do. Answer not a fool according to 

5 his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a fool accord- 
ing to bis folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit ; do not an- 
swer every impertinent speech or accusation of a clamorous fool / 
it is the better way to despise him : but if he should grow inso^ 
lent from your silence j a wise man may condescend to mortify him, 
\^ person must judge Jor himself which is most proper ^ but it is 
best in general to be silent j there is no surer way to mortify afooK 

6 He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool, cutteth off 
the feet, [and] drinketh damage ; such a messenger will make lame 
work of his message ^ and bring inconveniences on him that employs 

7 him. The legs of the- lame are not equal, which gives a man a 
disagreeable airy especially if he affects agility : so [is] a parable 
in the mouth of fools.; so ridiculous is it for wicked men to ap' 
plaud and recommend virtue ; it only ma^cs their own wicked-- 

8 ness the more conspicuous. As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, 
which is presently thrown out^ so [is] he that giveth honour to a 
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9 fodi ; if ^i^ ^ot cmtinue vnth him. [As] a thorn goeth up int# 
the hand of a drunkard, so [is] a parable in the inout)^ of rools i 
m. drunkard when uumbUng catcheth hold <f a thorn to tufifiort 
Mnh which woimds him, Thu9 wicked meny when they tmik qf re* 
Hgion^ meddle to their hurt, A wicked man thinks to mfifiort him* 
9clfby it ; but he only hurts his character the morcy though hh 

10 parable be ever sojlne. The great [God] that formed all [things] 
both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors, though he 

1 1 may suffer them to go on a great while. As a dog retnmeth to 
his vomit, [so] a fool retametfa to his folly ; he commis the same 
errors for which he formerly smarted and ftrqfessed to refient q/i 

12 and so becomes odious to Ood and man, Seest thou a man wise 
in his own conceit ? [ther^ is] more hope of a fool than of 
him, that is^ of one that has hardly common sense ; he is ajboi 

IS o/God^s makings the othe^^ makes himself so. The slothful [man] 
saftth ; [There is] a l^n in the way, a lion [is] in the streets i thy 
idle fieofile frighten themselves from business ; raise imaginary 
difficulties and aggraiHtte real ones. Many qf these lions stand in 

H the way on the jLord*^ day, [As] the door tumeth upon his 

15 hinges, so [doth] the slothful upon his bed. The slothful hid- 
eth his hand in [his] bosom ; it grieveth him to bring it again to 
his mouth. A beautiful gradation ; he does not care to stir or 
rise out of his bed : when he is ufi^ he does not care to stretch 
out his han(f to feed himse^fi and would be gl^d to etft by projcy» 
Thushqbit^ of idleness grow : the less a ma^ dot by tjie less he io 

16 disposed to do. The sluggard [js] wiser In his pwn conceit 
than seven m^n that can render a reason ; tts stufiid a creature 
as he isy he kfis a great conceit of his own alnlitiesy though he has 

17 nothing to sqy in defence of his opinions or practices. He that 
passeth by, [ai>d] njeddleth with strife [belonging] not to himi 
[is like] one th.at taketh a dog by the cars ; he gets the displeas* 

18 ure of both parliesy and is often hurt in the quarrel. As a mad 

19 [man] who casteth firebrand^ arrows, and dej^th. So [is] the tpan 
[that] deceiveth his neighbour, who leads Mm into sin or imr 
poses upon himy ^pd saith, Am not \ in sport I pretends that he 
means no harmy only to make himself and others merry ; while vice 
is thus encouraged y guilt contract edy and great mischief is done, 

20 Where no wood is, [there] th^ fire goeth ojU : so where [there 
is] no talebearer, the strife ceaseth, therefore when you mert 

81 ifith such persons frown upon them* [As] coals [are] to burning 
coals, and wood to fire, kindling one anothery so [is] a contentipua^ 
roan to kindle strife ; he is easily inflamed himself and quickly 

52 kindles others^ The words of a talebearer [are] as wounds, ami^ 
they go down into the innermost parts of the belly, do secrety 

23 yet deepy and incurable injury. Burning lips and a wicked 
heart, ill naturedy satyrical termsy especially whm used to expose 
what is virtuous and goody and to countenance viccy [are like] a 
potsherd, or pie^ of broken pot or crucible covered with silver 
dross, in which silver has been meltedy and is sprea(f. crv^r it ; so 
€i)ntcmptible is wicked wit, I^^ny of the satyrical productions of 
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:i€ mtr ceUbmted fioeu are o/thit nature. He that hatetb disaem^ 
bleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him ; Ae in^ 
tends a num*3 ndn when he makes a firofettion qfjriendship ; 

25 When he speakcth fair, believe him not : fbr [there are] seven 
abomiDationt in his heart ; when you have once dUcovered a mart 
to be of that diafumtiony you hceve need qf the greatest caution in 

36 dealing with him \ he is a moat dange^oua enemy. [Whose] hatred 
is covered bj deceit, his wickedness shall be showed before tlie 
£whole3 congregation ; he wiUfirobably be exfioaed to mankind^ 
and become universally contemptible ; and certainly be exposed ti 

37 the view (^the whole world at the judgment day. Whoso diggeth 
a pit, with an evil design^ shall fall therein : and he that roUeth 
a stone, to injure bthersj it will return upon him, and hurt 

38 himself. A lying tongue haleth fthose that are] aBBiicted by it ; 
it is hard for thoae who have done an injury to respect the person 
wronged i they still go on to do more ^ and a flattering mouth 
woHLeth ruin ; persons by being courted and applauded are often 
ruined* Hence we see what mischief deceit jfalsehoody and flattery 
do in the worlds and bring on those who practise them. Let it then 
be our ambition to be christians indeed^ in whom there is no guile. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

1 TIOAST tiot thyself of tomorrow, what thou ivilt do^ or ex* 
Jj pectest to receive ; for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth ; it may render fruitless all thy designs and ex* 

3 pectations ; deathy or a thousand accidents, may do it. Let ano- 
ther than praise thee, and not thine own tnouth ; a stranger, 
and not thine own lips ; to praise thyself is indecent and impru" 
dcTit ; it disfioses others to undervalue thecy and defraud thee of 

2 thy just commendation, A stone [is] heavy, and the sand weigh- 
ty ; but a fool's wrath [is] heavier than them both ; he can net* 
ther correct it himself y nor can ctn^ther restrain it by any rational 
ecnsideraticnsy tUl it break dut in the most insatiable cruelty. 

4 Wruih [is] cruel, and anger [is] outrageous ; but who [is] aWe 
to stand before envy ? Aihan can better guard against the rffects 
of anger than em^yy as that works secretly to do another an injury. 

5 Open rebtike [is] better than secret love ; a friend ^ ho reproves 
is better than one who may have an equal degree of lovcy but doih 

4 not show it that way. JPaithful [are] the wounds of a friend ; 
sharp reproqfs therefore ought to be thankfully received ; but the 
kisses of an enemy [are] deccitflil ; compliments and flattering edd-^ 

7 firessions ought therefore to be suspected. The full soul Icathtlh 
an honeycomb ; but to the hungry soul every bilter thing is 
sweet : t/ds nhowa the advantage of poverty and the vaitity t/* 

i riches. As a bird tliat wandercth fi'om her nest, and haves her 
tsgs to be broken or her young ones to be destroyedy so [i*] a maa. 
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that wandereth from his place, vfho forsakes the station in whic% 
Providence hath filaced him. When heads of Jamilies are need*- 
iessty absent from hom^^ their domestic affairs take a had tum^ and 
the iove of fileasure and of gadding abroad often exfi^es young peo^ 
9 pte to tem/itation and ruin. Ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart : so [doth] the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty 

to counsel. Thine own friend, and thy father*s friend, whom thou 
and he have found sincere, forsake nbt ; neither go into thy 
brothcr^s house in the day of thy calamity : [for] better [is]* a 
neighbour [that is] near, than a brother far off ; we often mM 
with more kindness in trouble from ft-iends than from near reia* 
ttons \ therefore be friendly ^ get and keep goodfrieivds^ and shorn 

tl some regard to the ancient friendships oftheftSmdly, My son, be 
wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that re* 
proacheth me,an<f thargen thy miscarriages upon my v>ant of care in 

\2 thy education. A prudent [man] foreseeth the evil of sin andfiiture 
misery, [and] hideth himselfyrom it ; [but] the simple pass on, 
[and] are punished. This is applicnble to this world and another *. 

13 Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge 
of him for a strange Woman ; if a man be bound for others, he 
knows not who, especially persons qf bad character, do not trust 

t4 him ^vithout good security, for he is in the way to ruin. He that 
blcsseth his friend with a loud voice \ rising early in the morn- 
ing ; it shall be counted a curse to him ; there is an excess and 
ojficiousntss qf complaisance, which instead of serving and plcas" 

15 ing hurts and disobliges, A cohtinual dropping in a very rainy 
day and a contentious woman are alike ; a man cannot go abroad 

is with comfort, or stay at home ^vith quiet. Whosoever hideth her 
hideth the wind ; he who would keep her tongue under govern^ 
tntnt or tonteal her shame, may as well undertake to keep the wind 
from bloxmng ; and the ointment of his right hand^ [which] be- 
Mraycth [itslcf ;] a man may grasp a perfume in his hand, and 
think thereby to conceal it, but growing warm it will smell the more^ 

If Iron sharpeneth iron ; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of 
his friend ; friendship (f rightly managed is qf the greatest use ; 
wise friends w/iet one anothers minds, and increase each others 

\8 /dety and usefulness. Whoso keepeih the figtree shall cat the 
fruit thereof : so he that waiteth on his master shall be honour- 
ed ; he who is diligent in his business^ and watchefh over his mas* 
ter*s reputation and substance^ shall be respected and rewarded, 

19 As in water> face [answereth] to face, so the heart of man to 
man : there is a great resemblance runs through human varure ; 
by knowing one^s oivn heart, we may make a good guetis at others ; 

20 therefore let us take pains to know our own. Hell and destruc- 
tion, or the grave, are never full ; so the eyes of man, thai is, 
the desires ofn worldly man after worldly thin t^s^ are never satisfi- 

31 ed. [As] the%iing pot for silver, and the furnace for gold, ybr 
its trialand examination ; so [is] a man to his praise ; a man of 
vanity and little worth is elevated and intoxicated wit^ if, but a 
man of a truly worthy and valuable character ivill not be so ; he 
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"tDtl/ direct ail to God^ make allowtmce* Jbr the fiartiaiiiy of hi% 
%^ fiiendi^ and me it with caution. Though thou shouldst bray a 
Ibol in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, [yet] will not his 
foolishness depart from him ; though you should uae the moet vio" 
lent methode for his reformadony and to refiroofand chiding add 
rebukesy and biovm^ yet they will have no good effect u/ion such an 

53 oAttinate creature. Be thou diligent to know the state of thy 
flocks, [and] look well to thy herds, ^n admirable rule^ not only 

for husbandfnen^ but for all TnoMters and mistressea : they shoufd 

54 look to their t^ffairs themselves^ and not trust to servants. For 
riches [arc] not for ever : and doth the crown [endure] to eve- 
ry generation ? The greatest plenty and the largest estate 
may be lost for want qf ftrudence . and good economy ; even a 

35 princely fortune may be sunk without care. The hay appearetb^ 
and the tender grass showeth itself, and herbs of the mountains 
arc gathered ; thejsegrow^ and there is a time for gathering themj 
f^er which they ipill be spoiled ; ther^ore make hay while the sun 
shine^j am' gather herbs in their seoMon^ then they will turn to ^ 

M good account. The lambs [are] for thy clothing, and the goats 
[are] the price of the fieW, to pay the rent^ yea^ by good manage* 

ST mentj to purchase the estate. And [thou shalt haVe] goat's milk 
enough £dr thy food, for the food of thy household, and [for] the 
maintenance for thy maidens. Tbe meaning ofthise verses is, 
that as in husbandry men must look to their affairsy attend to the 
proper season qf doing business^ sowings reaping^ shearings ^c, so 
.nrnst aU others be diligent to know the state of their aff(drsypru» 
dent in the management ofthem^ and punctual in the dispatch tf 
business and payment of debts ; then^ with the bleuing of Godj 
they will prosper. These cautions are very necessary ^ since we 
see so many reduced to distress for want of attending to themyfrom 
whose calamities we should learn wisdom. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

1 nn HE, wicked flee when no man pursueth ; an evil eon* 

jL science makes men cowards : but the righteous are bold as 
a lion ; they proceed with resolution in the most hazardous under- 
takings ; what reason (hen is there to pray that our soldiers and 

2 sailors may be righteous ! For the transgression of a land many 
[are] the princes thereof ; many changes are in the govern* 
menty at leatt in those that administer it : but by a man of under- 
standing [and] knowledge the state [thereof] shall be prolong- 
ed ; one wise and upright minister may reduce every thing to 

3 order and secure its prosperity, A poor man that oppresscth 
the poor [is like] a sweeping rain which leaveth no food ; like a 
violent torrent destroying the fruits rf the earthy instead ofr^resh* 

4 ing them. They that forsake the law, praise the wicked ; sin- 
nera keep one anothar in countenance : but such as keep the law 

Vql. V. I 
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Contend with them : it is a sign nj real piety to ofifiose thi mch 

5 ed. Enl men Understand not judgment ; 4heir minds are de^ 
firavedy and they cannot judge between right and wrong : but ihey 
that seek the Lord understand all [things ;] they that seek di'» 

^ rectUm front /lis word and sftirit vnllnot err* Better [is] the poor 
that walketh in his upnghtncss, than [he that is] perverse [in 
his] ways, though he [be] rich ^ who gains his riches by dishon» 
efht/tracticesyor by shuffling ways, which is the proper sense of the 

•7 word. Whoso keepeth the law, who obserOes the rxtles qfsobrie" 
ty^ temperance and other virtues^ -fis] a wise son, and his parents 
have honour and tornfort in him : but he that is ft companion of 
riotous [men] shameth his father, who ought to have restrained 

S him and taught him better. He that by usury and unjust gain 
• increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pitjT 

9 the poor, who wiU exercise the charity he has neglected. He that 
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer 
[shall be] abomination, instead of making vp the deficiency of his 

10 actions. Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil 
way, who attempts to seduce upright men into dangerous practice*^ 
he shall fall himself into his own pit : but the upright shall have 
good [things^ in possession ; the peculiar reward of that virtue^ 

1 1 which triumphs over the snares of a seducing world. The rich 
man [is] wise in his own proud conceit ; but the poor that hath 
tmderstanding searcheth him out ; in his discourse he Jinds him to 

12 be but a fool,. Wh^n righteous t^ien] do rejoice, [there isj 
great glory « but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden ; men 

13 are glad to conceal themselves for fear qf ill usage. He that cov* 
ereth his sins, who excuses or lessens theniy shall not prosper 5 but 
whoso confesseth and forsakelh [them] shall have mercy ; con* 

14 fession and reformation must go together* Happy [is] the man 
that feareth alway ; who has an habitual awe and reverence (fthe 
divine Being and his own conscience : but he that hardeUeth his 

15 heart shall rail into mischief. [As] a roaring lion^ and a rang- 
ing bear ; [so is] a wicked ruler over the poor people, who are 

1 6 not able to resist his power. The prince that wanleth under- 
standing [is] also a great oppressor : [but] he that hateth cov-^ 

~ etoushess shall prolong [his] days ; a maxim applicable to pri^' 

17 vat e as well as public life, A man that doeth violence to the 
blood of [any] person shall flee to the pit ; let no man stay 
him ; he shall be sountversaliy abhorred that his neighbours shall 
not endeavour to save him. It is ^tfrong to intercede for such per" 
sons^ and it is the glory of a king not to pardon them^ though <^the 

18 highest rank. Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved : but 
[he that is] perverse [in his] ways shall fell at once ; he 
who thinks to save himself by artijice and deceit^ shall sometime or 

1 9 other fally so that noilung can preserve him. He that tilleth hi* 
land shall have plenty of bread ; prudent^ frugal persons shall 
thrive : but he that foUoweth after vain [persons^, frequents 

,' idle and loose company to the neglect qfhis business^ shall have 

20 poN'erty enough. A faithful man, both in word and d€€dy shali 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROVERBS. XXVm. 67 

abound with blessings from God and man : but he that maketh 
haste to be rich shall not be innocent ; he brings misery ti/ion 
himself: it is imfiossible to be x*ery eager after riches^ vnthout vio--^ 
31 iating integrity and a good conscience. To have respect of per- 
sons [is] not good ; for, for a piece of bread [that] man will trans- 
gress ; he vnll get such a habit of injustice as to sell his integrity 
$2 f>r a dinner. He that hasteth to be rich [hath] an enl eye, he 
efrvies every one that gets more than himsetft and grudges every 
fienny he parts vnth^ especially in charity ^ 9J\d considereth not 
that poverty shall come upon him : this is a paradox ; one 
would think that the covetous man would consider most of all the 
best way to thrive^ yet in fact he does noty because he doth not SC" 
cure the blessing of heaven by generous and charitable actions. 
S3 He that rebuketh a man, though he may displease him at firsts 
afterward shall find more ikvour than he that ilattereth with the 
tongue ; we ought to consider how men will look upon us at last. 
94 Whoso robbeth bis father or his mother, and saith, [It is] no 
transgression ; the same [is] the companion of a destroyer ; he 
is as bad as any other robber. Children should be content with 
what their parents allow them ; and parents- who heme it in their 
power should allow their children some spending money^ that they 
ntay be under no temptation to steal. Let us all remember tliat it 
ia. not our persuading ourselves an action is lawflil that will make4i 

25 so : it is our duty to examine and consider. He that i^^f a proud 
heart stirred up strife ; but he that putteth his trust in the Lord 
shall be made fat^ that is^ shall Hve comfortably ; while:notping . 
makes a man^ lifb more miserable than strife^ and living uit^ c^nten^' 

26 tion with his neighbours and relations. He that truateth in his 
own heart,. wAo relies entirely on his own judgment^ is-a fool : but 
whosa walketh wisely, who takes and follows goodadviccy he 

27 shall be delivered* He that giveth unto the poor, ^all not lack | 
he procures the blessing of God upon his substance :■ but he that 
hideth hi^ eyes^ who does not desire to- know those in distress lest 
he should be obliged to relieve them^ shall have many a curse ; 

28 men will censure himy and God will punish him. When the wick- 
ed rise, to power and dignity y men liide themselves, that they 
may not suffer injury by them : but when they perish, the i4ght* 
eous increase ; they openly show themselvesy and their numbers 
increase by their mutual example and encouragement. We here 
see how much need good men have to strengthen and countenance 
one another y a^dhow earnestly we should pray that all who are im* 
mUhority may be just y nding in the fear of the Lord. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

1 TTE that being often reproved by good mettj f^rhap9 cor* 
XJL reeled by God himsel/j but obaUnately goet on in hU former 
wicked coursea^ and hardeneth [his] neck, shall suddenly be de* 

2 stroyedj and that urithout remedy. When the righteous are h* 
authority, the people rejoice : but iwhen the wicked beareth rule, 
the people mourn ; groan under their ofifiresnon^ not daring fier^ 

S hati9 to speak aloud. Whoso loveth iivisdom rejoiceth his &ther» 
who i$ mncerely de%irou» of his welfkre : but he that keepeth 
company with harlots spendeth [his] substance, ant/ ^rrVve/A his 

4 friends. The king by judgment establisheth the land : but he 
that receivcth gifts to pervert judgment^ overthroweth it, though 

5 it was^weU established before. A man that flattercth his nc4gh<> 

6 hour spreadeth a net for his feet ; leads him into mischief In 
the transgression of an evil man [there is] a aiare ; he finds himj^ 
self undone by the means whereby he thought to ruin others : but 
the righteous doth sing and rejoice under the protection tj God^ 

T The righteous considereth the cause of the poor, that he may da 
Urn justice : [but] the wicked regardelh not to know [it ;] he 
expects no advantage from i/, and there/ore will not give him^^ 
. 8 self the trouble to inquire into it. Scornful men bring a city into 
a anare ; but wise [men] turn away wrath ; they divert thefwfy 
9 of men, which the scorner enrogrth, [If] a wise man coF.tendeth 
with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, [there is] no 
rest ; whether he dispute a matter with /n'm, or seek to reclaim 
him^ whether he taketh it well or illy be pleased or displeased^ it hath 
no good effect ; the best way is to keep at a distance from such 

10 persons. The blood thirsty hate the upright : but the just seek 

,11 his soul, do him all the good offices he can, A fool uttereth all 
his mind ; teUs every thing he knowsy without considering lime or 
persons : but a wise [man] keepeth it in till afterward ; choosea 
the most convenient lime and - circumstances^ and thinks before he 
speaks : a maxim which young peo/ile in particular should attend io, 

12 If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants [are] wicked ; they 

J 3 will arm themselves with his authority to injure others. The ppor 
and the deceitful man meet together: the Lord lighteneth^ 
both their eyes. The poor^ as opposed to deceitful^ may signify 
persons of great simplicity ; and the deceitful way mean great, poli 
iticians and cunning men : now whatever knowledge and sagacity * 
they harue God gives it them ; he can enlighten the poor to guard 

14 against the snares of the artfuL and humble the deceitful. The 
king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be estab^; 
lished for ever by the affections of his people^ and the blessing of a 

[15 righteous God. The rod and reproof give wisdom ; they should 
be used together ; correction without reproof is very absurd : but 
a cshild left [to himself] bringeth his mother to shame, wha 
by her imprudent fondness has probably done most to spoil him, 

j6 When the wicked are multiplied; transgression incrcaseth : but 
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17 the righteous shall sec their fall. Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest ; yea^ he shall give delight unto thy soul, to *ee 

18 him reclaimed Jrom his enrii courses. Where [there is] no visioni 
fio ftubHe instruction^ no knowledge of religion^ the people perish ; 

'*' grow Uceniious and vncked^ and so are destroyed : but he that 

keepeth the law, happy [is] h« ; he shall remain in a prosp^rous^ 

-19 peaceful condition. A servant will not be corrected by words a 

for though he understand he will not answer : a servant that 

vfill not bear a reproof or take a hint of advice^ but is of a conceited^ 

20 sullen spirit^ is a vn-ctched character. Seest thou a man [that is] 

hasty in his woi^ds, v>ho is rash and conceited^ and will not take 

uduice nor submit to direction ? [there is] more hope of a fool thau 

of him ; better employ a mgk that has scarce common sense^ if he 

%\ vjitt be ruled. He that delicately bringeth up his servant fronf^ a 

child shall have him become [his] son at the length ; he who 

treats servants with too much familiarity and indulgence^ will qften 

find them become insolent and saucy y and expect as much as children. 

Where servants are treated wtthMndness^ it should be their care 

^2 not to abuse itj but to be so much the more soticitous to please. An 

angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in 

transgression against God and mans therefore we should take great 

S3 care itfKommand our passions. A man's pride shall bring him 

; ' ' low i ' sJHtll make him the contempt and derision of all : but honour 

^ shall if^hoM the humble in spirit ; an obliging disposition will 

^»|f 4 win upon others and gain many friends. Whoso is partner with 

•^^ a thief hat^th his own soul ; endangers both his life andeverlast^ 

^ * ing salvation s he heareth cursing, and bewraycth [it] not, that 

isy he hears the adjuration j yet does not discover the truth ; alluding 

to a law that appointed the oath of the Lord to be given to a person 

^5 suspected of theft. The fear of man bringeth a snare ; cottwr- 

dice and excessive complaisance lead men to do wicked things : but 

whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe ; shall find 

security in the greatest dangers^ though men should be displeased 

with him for not comfilying with them. It is qf more importance 

96 to please God than men. Many seek the ruler's lavour ; but 

a ^ .every man's judgment [cometh] from the Lord, therefore it is 

j^^'rf more importance to secure his favour than theirs^ since fimd 

Wml judgment comes from himj as well as worldly , prosperity. An 

flT^Svunjust man, though ever so great and fiowerful^ [is] an abomina- 

'^ tion to the just, and ought not to be courted or countenanced : and 

,*■ [he that is] upright in the way, though ever so excellent and 

* ■ useful^ [is] abomination to the wicked, yet he is highly esteemed of 

the Lord, Therefore let us secure an interest in thzfriendMp ff 

Go4^ for his judgment is always according ta truth. 
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CHAP. XXX^ 

I ^ I ^HE words of Agur* the son of Jakeh) [even] the pre* 

X phecy : the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and 

% Ucal, Surely I [am] more brutish than [any] man, and have 

not the understanding of a ros^ ; an cxfiresnon qf great modea if 

3 and humility, I neither learned wisdom^nor have the knowledge 
of the holy ; I have no great naiurai abiUtiea or acquired leam-' 
ingy but will plainly instruct you in the firecefita ofapiou9 Ufy^ 

4 Being askedy What is God ? he answers^ Who hath ascended 
up into heaven, or descended ? who hath gathered the wind in 
his fists ? who hath bound the waters in a garment i who hath 
established all the ends of the earth ? what [is] his name, and 
what [is] his son's name, if thou canst tell ? IVho hath ascended 
and descended to learn his mind and declare it ?. Who can ex- 
plain his nature and operations ? 

5 Every word of God [is] pure : he [is] a shield unto them 
tliat put their trust in him ; rather^ have a regard to his revealed 
willy and trust in him ; then you will be guided and protected. 

6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be 
found a liar ; lest he take vengeance on thee as a deceiver, 

7 Two [things] have 1 required of thee, deny me [them] not 
before I die : they inquiredy What is a happy life^ and what they^ 

8 should pray for ? Remove fa^r from me vanity and lies ; immodi*^ 
erate desires after the worldy and deceitful methods of seeking and 
gaining it ; give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with 
food convenient for me ; fx me in the middle condition of life^ 
and \f 1 should be so vain as to think riches will be no snare to mcj 

9 disappoint my expectations : Lest I be full, and deny [thee,] and 
say, Who [is] the Lord ? lest I become ungodly and irreligious : 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take ^e name of my God [in 
vain ;] forswear myself to caver the theft, 

to Accuse not a servant unto his master, Itst he curse thee, and 
thou be found guilty ; make not any one unnecessarily your ene^ 
myy no not the meanest. It is kind to tell a master a servant*a 
JaultSy if he does noi know them ; but we are not to slander hinif 
or accuse him falsely y lest he callufion God for justiccy and he pun^^m 
Uh us accordingly^ They then asky What company »hall w^B 
choose ? He answcrsy 

11 [There is] a generation [that] curseth their father, and doth 
not bless their mother ; avoid the company qf disobedient y unduti-^ 

12 ful children, [There is] a generation [that aire] pure in their 

own eyes, and [yet] is not washed from their fiiltbiQess u ^^o 
are exact in external formsy but guilty qf gross immoralities in 

13 secret. [There is] a generation, O how lofty are their eyes ^ 
and their eydids are lifted up » their pride discovers itself in their 

• who thit Apir wat it Is impossible to say. Some ancient vrr^ionsdo not read it as a. 
proper name, ;^nd suppose the chapter to be part of Solomon's wntinj^ ;^ others suppose ho 
WM a pet'sctn of eminent wisdom and piety, who lived in Hezekiah'.i time, and that thes^ 
wcrehis initructtons to his puptU> or answers to some questions th^t they proposed to hljES« 
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tcuntenandey and they dUdain to look on their ififrriotw ; do not 
1 4 ieam their haughty, senseless mannera, [There is] a generationi 
whose teeth [are as] swords, and their jaw teeth [as] knives, to 
devbur the poor from off the earth, and the needy from [among] 
men ; tyrannical, arbitrary peofile, who opfiress and grind the 
poor i have no connection with such men as these* I'he next 
question is, What is most insatiable ? 
Is The horseleach hath two daughters, a fai^ked tongue, which 
greedily seekrth blood, [crying,] Give, gi\e. There are three 
[things that] are never satisfied, [yea,] four [things] say not, 

16 [It is] enough ; are as insatiable : The grave, that swallows ever^ 
' 9i4cceeding generation ; and the barren womb^ that is eagerly dc 

sirous of children ; the earth, fmrticularly in hot countries, [that] 
is not filled with water \ and the fire [that] saith not, [It is] 
enough, but devours all that is thrown into it* He then adds the 
doom of the disobedient children mentioned in the eleventh -verse, 

17 The eye [that] mocketh at [his] father ybr his infirmities^ 
and dcspiseth to obey [his] mother, the livens of the vallef 
shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it ; his body shall 
be exfiosedas a malefactor, or he shall die in some desolate filace ; 
the vengeance of God shall find him abroad^ tlkiUgh the tenderness qf 
hi9 abuaed parents may sfmre him at home* 

Th the next question, What is most obscure and unaccountable ? 

18 he answers. There be three [things which] are too wonderful for 

19 me, yea, four which I know not j The way of an eagle in the 
air, that flies high and strong ; the way of a serpent tipon a rock, 
that without feet climbs ufi rocks ; the way of a ship in the midst 
of the sea, that sometimes sinks and sometimes rises^ and moves 
very swiftly along ; and the way of a man with a maid, the arti' 

%Q fees of a man to gain the woman he is courting* Stich [is] th6 
way of an adulterous woman ; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 
and saith, I have done no wickedness : this is a modest way of 
eocpressing a detestable action ; she puts on an artful appearance^ 
behaves outwardly like an honest woman and a kind wife. We 
have then an answer to the question. What things are most intoler-* 

21 ablet For three [things] the earth is disquieted, and for four 

22 [which] it cannot bear : For a servant when he reigneth, when 
he gets into power and authority ; and a fool when he is filled with 

23 meat, a petulent, rude fellow when he is drunk ; For an odious 
[woman,] that is, a crosa^ ill tempered woman, when she is mar- 
ried, a happiness too great for her to expect, and yet which only 
shows her ill temper the more ; and an hamhnaid that is heir ta 
her mistress, to whom her mistress leaves her estate, or who hath 
supplanted her mispress and married her ma'tter. 

In answer to the qttery, What tilings are small and contemptible 

24 in themselves, and yet wise, he replies, There be four [thingSi 
which are] little upon the earth, but they [are] exceeding wise : 

25 The ants [are] a peoph not strong, yet they prepare their meat 
in the summer, and thus teach us to prepare against a time ofdd* 

36 vertity j The ccmieS; or Arabian mice, [are but] a feeble folk, ) ct 
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make they their houses in the rocks, and thtta teach Hs tauium {ft 

37 auciding those dangers we cannot resist / The locusts have D# 
king, yet go they forth all of them by bands, and their numbers . 
make them terrible^ which should teach tis union in firosecuting good 

38 designs ; The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in king^s 
palaces ; and by indefatigable diligence refiairs her web ; which 
should teach us perseverance^ and not to be discouraged* The 
question then is^ What things are most stately and majestic 7 

39 There be three [things] which go well, yea, four are cotnely 
^0 in going : A lion [which is] strongest among beasts, and tum^ 
ftl eth not away for any ; A greyhound, or horse prepared for the 

battle ; an he goat also ; and a king, against whom [there is] 
no rising up, a kiHg that reigns in the hearts <f his people ^ tins 
gives him a consciousness which adds dignity to his appearance, 
Htnnng thus advised his pupils to be innocent aftd fiious in order to 
be happy y he adds the two last verses^ upon a su/i/wsition that they 
should say or do any foolish things. 

S3 If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou ha^ 
thought evil, [lay] thine hand upon thy mouth j hambly acknow^ 
ledge that thou hast done wrongs and make a printer apology^ rather 
thanyfrom an insolent temper^ defend what is wrong because thou 

S3 hast done it. Sit rely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter^ 
and the Wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood j bo the forc- 
ing of wrath bringetli forth strife ; the- one is not more natural 
than the other. He that would live peaceably and happily^ and b€ 
esteemed among men^ should behave himself with modesty and hu" 
miUty ; for he that Ufteth up himsf^lf though he may think bimseff 
« vdte nion^ does veryJooUshly^ and all about him will despise him. 

m , , , . II 1 I I „ "I ., ' ■ I ' \ ij 

CHAP. XXXI. 

1 "nr^ HE AVords of king Lemuel,* the prophecy that his mother 

2 X taught him. What, my son ? and what, the son of my 
womb ? and what, the son of my vows ? ./in abrupt and beautiful 
form of speech ; as if she had saidy What instruction shall I give 
thecy how shall I ex-press my love to thecy thou son of my wcmb, 
thou son of my vowsy whom I have prayed for y and devoted to God 

3 bq/bre thou wast bom ? Give not thy strength unto women, nor 
thy ways to that which destroyelh kings ; do not waste the vigour 
of your years in effendnatey sinful pUasureSy Hke other eastern 
princes ; by which their constitutions are brokeUy and their reigns 
dishonoured. Happy had it beenjor liim had he taken this advice. 

4 [It is] not for kings, O Lemuel, [it is] not for kings to drink 
wine ; nor for princes strong drink, that isy immoderately ; which 

5 would not mnly injure themsetvesy but their subjects. Lest they 

• I t,ike it for granted, with the generality ofcnmmentaton, that Lemuel is Solomon, & 
rfme which sigitlfies one belnnRtng to G«k! ; it is nt^rlv of the same imjxwt with Jnkdiftb. 
iTIutK u-c cli^ (iiviiie Itstoni hii mother fiachshtba Uu^ him to commit to m«mot y. 
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ikbktmi forget tb^ law^ and pervert the juigtmot of s^y of 
tbc a&cted- 
tt Give •tmD|< dHnk unto him that is ready to perish) &nd wine 
lo thyose that be of heavy hearts ; Vfhen ficr^tms art in deefi di%n 
tre*My (hey need^ and can bear cordials to au/tfiorf their efiirits, 

7 Let hin^ drink, and forget his poverty) d|id rexpemher his xm^^Y 

8 noii^ore. Open thy inovth ibr the dumb in the cause of ^1| si^:h 
as ape app^ointed to destruction ; who are in danger qf suffering 

9 comiderMe damage either in body, credit, or estate. Opei> thy 
mouth, ji^dge righteously, a]nd plead the cause of the poor and 
needy ; fironourpce a bold and just sentence. 

iO Who can find a virtupus woman, finident, good naturedy and 
religion^ : for her price [is] far above rubies ; above oil things 
advising him to take heed in the choice t^a wife ; or rather, it may 

1 1 r^er to the character (^fa good wife in general. The heart of her 
husband doth sajGsly jLrust )b her, in her chastity, prudence, and 

Jidelity ; he has no jealousy, nor uneasy afifirehensions ; so that he 
«haU have po peed of spoM ; he shall harve no need qf sfloiiing 
others to enrich himself, and no fear qf being filundered, as some 

12 are by their vtives, S^ shall do him good and not^evi) all the 
^Y% of her life ; she will take the greatest care to engage and 
kee/i his affections, study to oblige and please him ; and this, not 

IS tmUf in sudden Jits of good humour, hut all her days. She seeketh 
wool, and flax, apd worketh willingly with her hands ; she pro- 
Tndes employment for ker servants, and sets them a good example* 

14 She is like the merchants' ships ; she bringeth her food from 

15 afar. She riseth also while it '^s yet night, before break of day^ 
and giyeth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens ; 
she giveth food to those that go abroad to work, and to her maidens 

16 at home : she rises early to attend to her domestic tares. She 
considereth a field, and buyeth it : with the fruit of her hands 
she planteth a vineyard ; by the commodities spun and woven in 

17 the family, she buys land and plants vineyards. She girdeth her 
Joins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms ; she does not 
make little difficulties an excuse for indolence, but acts resolutely. 

18 She perceiveth that her merchandize [is] good : her candle 
goeth not out by night ; she takes as much of the night as can. 

19 conveniently be spared from necessary sleep. She layeth her hands 
to the spindle^ and her hands hold the distaff. Ladies qf the 
highest quality in the east were thus employed, as we find from 
many passages in Homer, and other heathen writers ; and a much 

20 better employment it was than most modem ones. She stretcheth 
out her hand to the poor ; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to 
the needy ; she is not such a housewife as to lay up every things 

7\ but relieves the poor. She is not afraid of the snow for her house- 
hold : for all her household [ure] clothed with scarlet, or double 

22 garments. She maketh herself coverings of tape^i7 ; her cloth- 
ing [is] silk and purple ; the more glorious because her swn work. 

23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the 
elders of the land, who coni^rafulate Itirn upon his happiness in hav' 

Vol. V. k 
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ing io firudent a wife ; and her tohe conversation increaiieth Mi 

24 wisdom^ and makes him more Jit to advise others. She maketh 
fine linen, and selleth [it ;] and delivereth girdles unto the mcr-' 

25 chant. Strength and honour [are] her clothing ; she has a great 
deal of courage and resolution^ and laughs at those difficulties by 
which others are discouraged ; and she shall rejoice in time to 

26 come ; maintain a cheerful s/nrit even in old age and death. She 
openeth her mouth with wisdom : and m her tongue [is] the 
law of kindness ; she discourses firudentty and judiciously on the 
most serious and im/iortant subjects ; avoids a fiettish way of speak* 
ing ; there is kindness^ softness^ and tenderness in every thin^ she 
saysy which is obliging^ like a law ; one of the most essential guali^ 

27 Jications of a good wife. She looketh well to the ways of her 
household, and eateth not the bread of idleness ; she examines 
the conduct of her servants^ and how they perform their duty : she 
neither suffers them to gad abroad^ or to be idle at home ; she sees 
that her children be well educated and behave themselves aright^ 
and sets them all an example of diligence : and in consequence (f 

28 thisy Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her husband 
[also,] and he praiseth her : they setffhemselves to commend het^ 

29 and say^ Many daughters have done .virtuously, but thou surely 

30 excellest them all. Favour [is] deceitfiil, and beauty [is] vain ; 
a graceful behaviour and beautiful features are trifling in them^ 
selves^ have often covered some ill qualities^ and quickly decay / 
[but] a woman [that] feareth the Lord, she shall be praised ; 
she will receive sincere and warm commendations from all thctt 

31 know her. Give her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her own 
works praise her in the gates ; while others have the praise t^f 
nobility y fortune y or beauty ^ she will be commended in the most nti-* 
merous assemblies^ for qualities and endowments infinitely more 
excellent and useful. Upon the whole^ this is a most amiable <ff- 
scription : it shows the women what wives they should bcj and the 
men what wives they should choose^ IVe have reason to lament 
thai the general method of female education^ and the manners of so 
many womeU are so contrary to tins description ; and that there is 
so little domestic virtue in many modem wives. Those whom, 
Providence has favoured with wives that answer to this descrip" 
tion in the most important branches of it^ can never be sufficiently 
thankful. 
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ECCLESIASTES, 

Or, The PREACHER. 



INTRODUCTION. 

€t^HE design of this book is to show men wherein true hafifiiness 
"^ consists^ and to guard them against seeking it in those things in 
which it is not to be found : it is generally sufifiosed to have been 
written by Solomon in his old age. Some /tarts 6/ it are rather ob^ 
scure i and it is difficult to enter into his reasonings though his general 
^sheme and practical design are very afifiarent, 

*CHAP. h 

t 

1 ^|*HE words of the Preacher, the son of David, king of Je- 

2 X rusalcm. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher ; vanity 
of vanities, all [is] vanity, that isy all that relates only to t^islife. 
This is the text of his sermony and the issue of his la'^ge inquiry ; 
it is absolutely vain ; he could not exfiress it more emphatically 
than hy saying y it is vainer than vanity itself i utterly insufficient 

3 to firocure solid satisfactioft and durable hafifiiness. What profit 
hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun ? he 
can find very Utile true satisfaction in all his fiains about earthly 
things ; and none at all considered in themselves. He argues 
thUfrom the shortness of human Sfi in gmeraly which he illustrates 
by the continual changes which we bthold in the natural world, 

4 [One] generation passeth away, and [another] generation com- 
eth : but the earth abideth for ever, or^ as some would render it y for 

$ an uncertain indeterminate time. The sun also ariseth, and the 

6 'sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. The 
wind goeth toward the south, and lumeth about unto the north ; 
it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again ac- 

7 cording to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea j yet 
the sea [is] not full ; unto the place from whence the rivers 
come, thither they return again ; and thus do the generations of 
men revolve with very little variety y and never rest in a settled 
conditiony but gradually wear away and vanish. But though life 

8 should be long there would be little satisfaction in it y for All things 
[are] full of labour ; man caijnot utter [it,] cannot sufficiently 
exfiress how tedious life is : the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear filled with hearing ; man*s desires are bjundlessy sti 
feting after new objects^ and yet not heartily acquiescing in an 
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Mr 19 any thing better to be expected from new dhcoveriesy tinee 

9 The thing (hit Rfaih beeft, it [is that] which thall be ; fcnd that 

which Is done [is] that ^hieh shall be done : and [there k] 

10 no new [thing:] tinder the sun. Is there [any] thing whereof 
it may be saidf See^ this [is] new \ it hath been already of old 
time) which Was beforif h^. TflU m not tin Univereed /irofiosition ; 
nevertheless many of the things we value ourselves ufion as new 
discoveries^ were known to former ages ; and men's labours and 
enjoyments are the same in general now as formerly, JVb new ex- 
pedient can be found out to secure the happiness of mankind in earth* 

}\ ly things, [There is] no remembrance of former [things;] 
neither shall there be [any] rtmembidnce of [things] that are 
to come with [those] that shall come after ; the names and me- 
inories qfthe inv^tbrs of ihany thirigs are losty so mil the name9 
and memdry 6f their successors : their inventions did not ansitfer 
thett expecldtfatt^ they still complained qf vanity^ and so shtili i»e, 
Iii the rest of the chapter the preacher shows the vrtmty of human 
wisdom and tearningy and itn irtsikffitiency to make men happy ; 

12 though it bids fairest for ii qf all ndtutal things. I the Presteher 
was king over Israel in Jerusalem^ I was in circumstances 
which gave me every advantage Jor pursuing knowledge : 

13 And I gave my heart to seek ana search out by wisdom con- 
cciTiing all [things] that are done under heaven : this »ore 
travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised there- 
with ; he must search for knowledge With great labour^ and ob* 

1 4 tain it by slow degrees, t have seen all the works of this kind 
that are done under the sun ; and, behold, all [is] vanity and vex- 
ation of spirit ; we know little^ and that little is not of much service 

\5 to us. [That which is] crooked c^not be made straight : and 
that which is wanting cannot be nuntbtred ; there are many 
things uneasy and disagreeable in lifcy which all the wit and wisdom 

16 qf men cannot fully rectify. I cofnmuned with mine own heart, 
saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotton more 
wisdom than all [they] that have been before me in Jerusalem : 
yea, my heart had great experience of wi$dom and knowl- 
edge ; the distinguished circumstances in which God hath placed 
tncy gave me greater advantages for searching into wisdom than 

\7 others. Andl gave my heart to know wisdom, and to knpw 
madness and folly ; / a^iplied my mind closely to search into the 
imture and reason qf things^ the causes and effects of men's foUies 
and vices ; and here likentdse I found disoppointmentj I perceived 

Id that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much wisdom, or 
speculative knowledge^ [is] much grief ; there is a great deal of 
trouble in getting^ pursuingj and keeping it : ana he that in- 
creaseth knowledge increase th sorrow : the more he knows, the 
clearer views he has of the vanity of human life ; and the more 
vexation he mllfnd, unless his knowledge be improved to religious 
purposes. Beside attending td the general purport and design of 
this book^ there arc particular passages that may qfford us some 
Xts^ul instructions^ . 
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REFLECTIONS. 

l.T TTE here see, that it is no dishonour to the wisest and best 
V V o.f men to be preachers, but much to their glory ; for 
Solomon, so reiiowned for wisdom, wealth, and dignity, assumes 
this character. This should teach us, that it is every man's duty t^ 
employ what talents God gives him, for the instruction and refor- 
mation of the world ; and that those especially to whom God has 
given peculiar wisdom, slmuld communicate it to others for their 
edi&cation. If they have rank, wealth, and influcDce, these may 
help to recommend their instructions, and add weight to all the ad- 
vice they give. 

2. The abilities and circumstances of Solomon should engage 
our peculiar attention to what he says, especially about the vanity 
of the world. He Was the wisest, the richest, and the greatest bf 
TOcn ; of all men that ever lived, he had the greatest advantage for 
making the experiment ; the result of which, he in this book in- 
forms us. It was the issue of a deliberate judgment, founded upoA 
close inquiry and large experience, and therefore worthy of our 
highest regard* 

3. Let us endeavour to impress our hearts with the changeable 
nature of all earthly things. This is Solomon's first and strongest 
proof of (heir vanity. AH nature is in continual fluctuation. Gen- 
eration after generation passeth off ; men are engaged in the same 
pursuits as their ancestors ; the same follies are acted over and 
over again. Old arts are recovered ; old fashions restored ; the 
disorders, corruptions, and complaints of every age are much the 
same. Let this therefore abate our pride in our own discoveries and 
attainments ; restrain the folly of despising former ages ; and teach 
U3 particularly, that what is so changeable can never afford sub- 
stantial happiness to an immortal spirit. 

4- The vanity of speculative knowledge should teach us to pur- 
sue that which is practical, useful, and satisfactory. Solomon's de- 
sign is not to discourage us from pursuing knowledge. It has its 
dSlkulties, arising in a great measui^e from our wrong choice ; but 
it has its pleasures too. Those whose business in life it is to in- 
crease in speculative knowledge, as subservient to something better, 
feel the truth of Solomon's observation, v, IB, in much wisdom ia 
ituch gHef; and he that increaneth knowledge incrtaaefh 9orrow : but 
never more sensibly, than when they meet with ill returns from 
those for whose service they pursue it ; and with the best returns 
they find little satisfactory in it. May we all therefore, those of us 
especially who have little time for reading and study, apply our 
TDinds chiefly to that which wiil make us wise tc salvation. He that 
increascih in the knowledge of God and divine things, will increase 
in joy ; and find in the end that this is life eternaly to know the only 
true Cody and Jcsua Christy whom he hath sent. 
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CHAP. II. 

Jn thU chafitcr are further exfierimentti^ how far hap/dneM ii to be 
found in earthly things, ^ 

1 T S A I D in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with 
X minh, therefore enjoy pleasure ; come on, , indulge all Uvwful 
ddightB^ and try every agreeable scene : and, behold, this also 

3 [is] vanity. I said of laughter, [It is] mad; it tramports men 
beyond the bounds of reason, prudence, and sobriety : and of mirth, 

3 What doeth it ? it is soon over^ and leaves a man unsatisfied, I 
sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting 
mine heart with wisdom ; and to lay hold on folly, till I might 
see what [was] that good for tite sons of men, which they should 
do under the heaven all the days of their life ; I sought for hap ^^ 
pinrss in entertainments and banquets, yet kept myself within the 
bounds of sobriety ; but here I met with so much disappointment j 

4 that I hate to dwell any longer upon the mention of it, I made 
me great works \ \ builded me houses ; I planted me \ine- 

5 yards : 1 made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees. 

6 in them of all [kind of] fruits : I made me pools of water, 

7 to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees : I got 
[me] servants and maidens^ and had servants bora in my house, 
whom I could educate as I pleased ; also I had great possessions 
of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before 

S me : I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar trea-. 
sure of kings and of the provinces : I gat me men singers and 
women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, [as] mu- 
sical instruments, and that of all sorts ; I in a manner drained 
the kingdoms and prcrvinces subject to me of all their curiosities, 

9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me 
in Jeinisalem : also my wisdom remained with me ; my genius 
enahl^d me to carry these things to greater perfection, than a. 
per.'^on of equal substance but not equal abilities could have done, 

10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not^from them, I 
withheH not my heart from any joy ; for my heart rejoiced 
in all my lalwur : and this was my portion of all my labour ; 
Jt is true I found entertainment in these things ; the forming of 
plans^ and scring their rising beauties, gave me some pleasure ; but- 
this "vas all my portion, the pleasure ceased with the novelty, and' 

1 1 / quickly wanted some fresh object. Then I looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had. 
laboured lo do : and, behold, all [was] vanity and vexation of 
spirit, and [there was] no profit under the sun. 

12 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and 
folly ; I returned to the exj.mina*ion of wisdom and its oppositesj 
particular hj as applied to worldly business ; and no man can trt^ 
the experiment more fully than I have done ; for what [can] the 
man [do] that cometh after the king ? [even] that which hath 

13 been already done. Then I saw that wisdom cxcellcih folly, av 
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fer as light excelleth darkness : the result wa*, that a distreetf 
firudcnt^ feguiar conduct far this world has greatly the advantage 
1% qfits contrary. The wise man's eyes [are] in his head, whefe 
they best serve him to look about him, to see his danger^ and guide 
his way ; but the fool walketh in darkness \ rash, imfirudent 
s mm blunder on into -mischief and vexation : and I myself per- 

1 5 ceived also, that one event happeneth to them all. Then said I 
in my heart, As it happeneth unto the fool, so it happeneth even 
to me ; we are subject to the same fiainful events ; and why was 
I then [more] wise ? Then I said in my heart, that this also 

1 6 [is] Yanity. For [there is] no remembrance of the wise more 
than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now [is] in the 
days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise 
[man ?] as the fool. The wise die as well as fools, and each are 
quickly forgotten : he must be a person qf extraordinary character 

17 that is talked of for ages. Therefore so far from finding satis* 
faction^ I hated life ; because the work that is wrought under 

the sun [is] grievous unto me : for all [is] vanity and vexation 
of spirit. . 

18 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun : 
because I should leave it unto the man that shall be af- 

19 ten me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise [man] 
t>r a fool ? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I 
have laboured, and wherein I have showed myself wise under 
the sun. This [is] also vanity. Rehoboam, who was forty years 
old when his father died^ so that he must have seen his weakness 

20 and fblly^ is doubtless here referred to. Therefore I went about 
to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under 
the sun ; instead offiursuing former schemes, I gave them ufi^ as 
one utterly tired with them ; nor is t/tis fieculiar to me, it is often 

2 1 seen in lower circumstances. For there is a man whose labour 
[is] in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity ; yet to a man 
that hath not laboured therein, to a man whose character is just 
the reverse qf his own, shall he leave it [for] his portion. This 

22 also [is] vanity and a great evil. For what hath man, such m 
man as above described, of all his labour, and of the vexation of 

23 his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun ? For all his 
days, or, although all his days, [are] sorrows, and his travail 
grief ; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night ; though he 
hath obtained what he has with so much care, labour and fatigue^ 
yet it must be lefl to he knows not who. This is also vanity. 

24 [There is] nothing better for a man, [than] that he should 
eat and drink, and [that] he should make his soul enjoy good in 
his labour. This also I saw, that it [was] from the hand of 
God : the best way therefore^ is not to engage in many schemes, 
and fierplex himself with much business ; but contentedly to sit 
down and enjoy the good things God has given him with fd ensure 

25 and thankfulness : but thii is not in a man*s ovjn fio':ver ; For who 
can eat, or who else can hasten [hereunto,] more than I ? or^ 
«« it may be better rendered^ * who can cut or hasten therewus 
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VfishHit Mm ?* TkU defitnda on the dtvme bUmtg^ and the turn 
hegiv€4 to the ndnd^ though the materiaU may be in a man^e own 
M fio99eeuon. For [God] givcth to a man that [is] good in his 
6igbt, thcu hy to a fdowi man, wisdom and knowledge to make m 
good ueeof tua Mubatance^ and joy in the using of it : but to the 
sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may 
give to {him that is] good before God « he gives ufi the wicked 
$0 an ineatiable discontented spirit,^ no that they afflict themsetves 
with many cares and sorronvs, to hea/i u/i what in the course of his 
providence he often gives to the righteous. This also [is] vanity 
fuid vexation of spirit. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. ^XT E here sec the vanity of expecting happiness in mirth 
V V and pleasure, grandeur and luxury. In spite of all Sol- 
omon's reasoning and experience, the present age is trying the ex* 
periment over again ; but they will at last join in his conclusion. 
It is a dangerous experiment ; for few can make it and yet their 
wisdom remain with them. Therefore it is better to desist and take 
Solomon's word. Remember that these things cannot quiet a guil* 
ty conscience, comfort a drooping spirit, ease a dying body, or save 
an immortal soul. 

2. There are many things which are excellent in themselves, and 
of great use in life, that will not make a man happy. Prudence, 
diligence, and regularity in business, are things highly commenda- 
ble, and favourable to men's worldly interest, therefore many place 
all their religion in them ; but they are not the one thing needful. 
Let us be careful that we are not mistaken ; and while we study 
the arts of prudence and economy, forget the weightier matters ^ 
the iawy and coniinue destitute of the love of God. 

3. We are here taught the importance and necessitj' of true reli- 
gion to make a man comfortable even in this world. Men may 
alave and toil ever so much, gain ever such abundance by sagacityt 
diligence, and frugality, it will not prolong their lives or their mem- 
ories ; it will not insure them a worthy heir ; nor even a coraibita- 
ble use of their own substance. The cheerful enjoyment of wliat 
we have must come from God. It is therefore to be sought by 
fervent prayer ; and is generally given to good men ; and this they 
may have with a little. So that upon the whole, Oodiiness hath the 
promise qfthe life that now is^ and (ftlmt which is to come. 
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CHAP. in. 

^omon here ftroceeda to describe the. vanity qf human wisdom ; it is 
confined to a certain time qf actings which \f we miss^ our contriv" 
ances are indn^ and the o/tfiortumiy aver. 

1 np'O every [thing there is] a season, and a time to every 

Jl. purpose under the heaven, out qf which no human wisdom 

2 can produce the events God hath affixed to them : A time to be 
bom, and a time to die ; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 

3 [that which is] planted ; A time to kill, and a time to heal ; a 

4 time to break down, and a time to build up ; A time to wecpi 
and a time to laugh ; a time to mourn, and a time to dance ; 

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing ; 

6 A time to get, and a time to lose ; a time to keep, and a time to 

7 cast away ; A time to rend, and a time to sew ; a time to keep 

8 silence, and a time to speak ; A time to love, and a time to 
hate^ that i>, to break cff friendshifi ; a time of war, and a time 

• of peace. What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he 
laboureth out of the firofier season^ or even in it^ since there are so 

10 many changes ? I have seen the travail which God hath given to 
the sons of men to be exercised in it ; minding the business qf 
Kfcy observing the proper seasons^ and submitting when disap' 
pointed. 

11 He hath made every [thing] beautiful in his time ; there it 
beauty in this variety : also he hath set the world in their heart) 
so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the 
beginning to the end ; there is a vast variety of things^ as objects 

< qf their pursuits and studies : and God hath set it in their hearts 
to -exandfie all his works^ except what is above their understand* 

12 ing* I know that [there is] no good in them, that w, in worldly 
thingsj but for [a man] to rejoice, and to do good in his life ; 
there is no other satis/action or felicity which a man can meet with in 
worldly enjoyments but to use them with a cheerful temper^ and do 

13 good to others with them. And also that every man should eat 
and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, and lay aside dis- 
tracting fears of future wanty it [is] the gift of God, and shouid be 
diHgently sought and thanl^Uy acknowledged as coming from him. 

14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever : nothing 
can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it : and God d<j^th 
[it,] that [men] should fear before him ;. God will not vary from 
his purpose ; he has fixed this uncertainty to keep men in a con- 
slant dependenccy that they may humbly submif^ and not murmur at 

15 what they cannot qvoid. That which hath been is now ; and 
that which is to be hath already been ; and God requireth that 

* Some andcrvtand the pansKe as rrfrrring tn the inflnence the world b»t upon men to 
SKikf thetn nrglect prudent coiuirleratioa ; others rrfcr it to their continnatice in the world; 
ai if he had •aiJ> A nun that Uvct to short a tim« cannot judM of the whole of God'« 
worki. 

Vol. V. L 
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which is past ; it always has been thusy arid always will be ; there* 
fore it 19 itidecent to comfUain of the settled laws of God* 9 crea* 
tion ; and as he determines all the events (f our livesy he will call 
us to an account for the conduct of them, 

16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment^ 
[tliat] wickedness [was] there ; and the place of righteouanessy 
[that] iniquity [was] there ; such is the vanity of power and au* 
thorityy without religion / or-^ as some understand ity so liable are 
men to rapine and oppression^ which lessens the value qf earthly 

17 comforts. I said in mine heart, God shall judg^ the righteous 
and the wicked : for [there is] a time there for every purpose 
and for every work ; this was the comfort 1 had under this vanity 

\% and oppression, I said in mine heart concerning the estate of 
the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that the^r 
might see that they themselves aire beasts ; O that God would 
give these proud oppressors to see that they shall dicy not only like 
metiy but like beasts ; that their oppression shall last but a little 
time, and that they shall not long enjoy the consequences qf it* 

19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts ; even 
one thing befalleth them : as the one dieth, so dieth the other ; 
yea, they li9L\e all one breath ; so that a man hath no preemi« 
nence above a beast, with regard to the bodyy or for the avoiding 

20 of death : for all [is] vanity. All go unto one place ; all are of 

2 1 the same dust, and all turn to t/tat dust again. Who knoweth 
the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast 
that goeth downward lo the earth ? Few men^ especially great 
vieriy consider seriously the difference between the human nature <tnd 
the brutaly the immortality of the one and the mortality qf the other,, 

22 Wherefore I perceive that [there is] nothing better, than that a 
man should rejoice in his own works ; take the comfort of what 
God has given him without labouring after honour and preferment ; 
for that [is] his portion ; all the good he can have from them : 
fur who shall bring him to see what shall be after him ? who can 
inform him what will become of them when he is gone ? 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TT is comfortable among the many changes of life to think, 
X that they are under the direction of an overruling Provi- 
dence. We live in a world full of changes ; the conditions of me« 
are different, yet continually altering. There arc many favourable 
circumstances in life, which it is our wisdom 10 observe and improve* 
Whatever may appear to us as casual or contingent, is determined 
by Providence ; we must not therefore complain of changes, trou-" 
bles, and labours, for God has allotted them to us ; they are aU 
beautiful in their season^ make upon the whole an admirable scheme 
of Providence, and are for the good of the world. 

3. We also see wherein the true enjoyment of earthly things con- 
Bistsi. Not in eagerly pursuing or hoarding them up, but in using 
them with cheerlulness; and doing good ^ith them. This is the 
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mSf good in them. They cannot make ms happy themselves ; but 
by a wise, pious, and charitable use of them, they may contribute to 
it. For these ends they were given us, and to these ends they 
ought to be employed. 

3. The end of God*s government and providence, and of the 
Tariety of his dispensations, is, tliat we may fear before Him. They 
were not designed to perjHex and disturb us, but to edify us, by 
keeping alive in our minds a sense of our constant dependence upon 
God. They ought to direct our thoughts to him, and engage us to 
pray to him for what we want, to give him thanks for what we re- 
ceive, and to seek wisdom so to improve tjiem, that they may turn 
to a good account at last. 

4. The iniquity and oppression which there is in the world, es- 
pecially in magistrates and great men, should confirm our faith in a 
future judgment, and lead us to Solomon's conclusion, that God will 
judge every fiurfioae and every work. Let us not stumble at these 
disorders, but wait for the day of the revelation of the righteous judg' 
meni of God, 

5. How much is it to be lamented that so few consider the im- 
mortality of their souls ! how they are distinguished from the be£ sts 
by a rational spirit, and what becomes of it after death ! What pity 
is it that rational creatures should live like beasts, only to eat, drink, 
sleep, work, and play. Few live under the power of this truth, that 
their souls are immortal. Let us then seriously dwell upon the 
thought, that we may take due care of our immortal spirits, and lay 
ufi a goodfuundanon against the time (o comcy and finally lay hold on 
eternal life. 



CHAP. IV. 

The fireaeher here shows that vanity i» increased by o/tfiressicn y em*yy 
idleness^ covetousness^ solitariness, and wilfidness, 

1 O O I returned, and considered alt the oppressions that are 
j3 done under the sun, from firide^ covptouaness^ revenge^ and 
Ulnature : and behold the tears of [such as were] oppressed, 
and they had no comforter ; they eould not helfi themselves^ nor 
had any to help, them ; and on the side of their oppressors 
[there was] power ; but they had no comforter : and this vex- 

2 ed my sfiirit ; Wherefore I praised the dead which are already 
dead more than the living which are yet alive ; L thought them 
in a better condition than those who suffer by oppression^ who fear 

3 «>, oreiten behold it. Yea, better [is he] than both they, which 
hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done 

4 under the sun. Again,. 1 considered all travail, and every right 
work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour,ybr hispros*- 
perity^ although he ought rather to esteem him for his integrity 
and diligence ; but there are extremes in this case to be avoided: 
Tfes [is] also vanity and vexation of spirit. 
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5 The fool Jbldeth hit hands together, and eateth his own flesh ; 
under a pretence q/ avoiding envy and opftre^mny he gives himself 
u/i to an idle disposition^ till he almost starves ^ or becomes a prey 
to Ms uneasy passions^ that do as it were devour him. The other 
extreme is excessive anxiety^ for 

6 Better [is] an handful [withj quietness, than both the hands 
full [with] travail and vexation of spirit ; a little with q content* 
ed mind and a comfortable enjoyment of iV, is better than ever S9 
much vjith uneasiness and discontent. 

7 Then I returned, and saw vanity under the sun, m the wretch'^ 
ed case (fa sordid misery which shows the vanity of the worldyund 

8 that the lave of wealth grows upon men. There is one [alone^] 
and [there is] not a second ; yea, he hath neither child nor 
brother ; no body to care for but bimsefy no near relation : yet 
[is there] no end of all his labour i neither is his eye satisfied 
vith riches ; neither [saith he,] For whom do I labour, and be- 
reave my soul of good I This [is] also vanity, yea, it [is] a sgre 
travail ; a wicked disposition and a miserable state. 

On the other handy consider the benefits of friendship and socie* 
- tyy of which covetousness in a great measure deprives men ; but 

9 wfuch would tend to cure tliat sordid disposition. Two [are] bet- 
ter than one ; because they have a good reward for their la- 

10 bohr. For, if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow : but wo 
to him [that is] alone when he falleth ; for [he hath] not an- 

1 1 other to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then th«y 

12 have heat : but how can one be warm [alone ?] And if one 
prevail against him, two shall withstand him ; and a three fold 
cord is not quickly broken ; near relations and friends may be 
assistants in danger y he^ f i labour y and mutual comforts to each 
other in various circums^an^s oflifcy and especially in adversity. 

But society alone cannot make a man happy. Who have more 

1 3 about them than kings ? yet they are not always hdfifiy. Better, 
that isy inore happy y [is] a poor and a wise child, than an old and 
foolUti king* who will no more be admonished, whose dignity 

14 and age lead him to rejeci good counsel. For out of prison he, the 
poor wise childy cometh to reign ; though confined for debt^ or in 
.low circumstancesy he is speedily advanced ; Ms wisdom bears him 
above his misfortunesy and fixes him in a considerable station ; 
"whereas, also [he that is3 born in his kingdom becometh poor ; 

for want of prudent maruigementy he that is bom to a large estaiCy 
and isy as we sayy a little princcy is i^Jpoverished and despised. 
Another pro^ qf the vanity of the world isy that even wise kings 

15 lose the esteem of their subjects. I considered all the Uvine which 
walk under the sun, with the second child that shaU stand up in 
his steacL This would be better render edy ' I have seen all the living 
under the suji going with the child that is second* that isy the heir 

16 apparent to the crown. [There is] no end of all the people, 
[even3 of all that hav^ been before them ; the number of all the 
peoplcy even tf all that have been b^ore hiniyis without end : they 
also that come after shall QQt rejoice in him ; though vast 
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«roMfr ^titnd hU Irveetj the time ^mllefnnewhen ihU ymmg 
shall see fdmseif neglected^ as his father was. Surely this also [is] 
vanity and vexation of spirit : therefore hafipinesa is not to be 
found in royal fiomp^ grandeur^ and attendants. Solomon might 
sfitak this feelingly : it must have been very mortifying to see his 
courtiers leaving him^ and croudhig after such a fool as Eehobo* 
am vfos. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . nr^HE many oppressions which "arc in the world, are rery dis- 
jL tressing to a pious, compassionate heart. Let us bless 
God that we are not under public oppression by tyrannical princet 
and cruel judges ; though there is a great deal in private life : 
many senranu and workmen are oppressed by cruel masters, and 
tenants by their landlords. There are few to pity them, and fewer 
still to redress them. Let us lament such scenes, and carefully 
avoid such a detestable character ; and appear as far as we can, 
the comforters of those that are oppressed. 

3. How malevolent and wretched is that spirit which leads men 
to envy those who prosper more than themselves ! When honest 
men tako pains, deal honourably, and meet with success, their 
neighbours, especially their brother tradesmen, and some who are 
in plentiful circumstances too, will envy them, misrepresent them, 
injure them by false su^stions, vile insinuations and endeavours 
to lessen their reputation and undermine their interests. This is a 
roost wicked disposition, and yet very common. A man of true 
charity and christian love is glad to see his neighbour thrive, and 
takes pleasure in his prosperity. 

3. We see of what an insinuating, growing nature, the love of 
money is, which should make us careful to guard against it. One 
would scarcely believe, if one had not seen it, that there are persons 
in plentiful circumstances, who fiave no near relations dependent 
upon them, yet are continually slaving ; are not content with their 
own business, but keep pushing into that of any others where there 
is profit ; who have no other pleasure but that of seeing their 
money, and thinking how much they are worth. They have no 
excuse for this avarice, and have no good from it. May we there- 
fore beware of the love of money, which increaseth dreadfully in the 
heart which indulges it \ and remember that labouring inces« 
santly to hoard up wealth, is robbing the soul of good at presentt 
and drowning it in future perdition. 

4. The benefit and comfort of society should lead us to cultivate 
social and kind afiections. There are noble helps and comf<>rts 
from it in almost every circumstance of life. Let us then labour 
to gain and keep friends ; and in order to this show ourselvesfriend* 
iy. This temper should be carried with us into religion ; tlicre 
we shall find the benefit of pious friendsliip and religious associa- 
tions ; and by strengthening one another^s hands in God and firovok" 
ing one another to Icme oJid to good workiy we shall have great assist* 
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ance in the attack of spiritual enemies ; and the body of Christ vnH 
be edified, while the members are knit together in love. 

5. We learn, that to be unwilling to be admonished, is one of the 
worst and most contemptible of characters. A wise child, an hum- 
ble, teachable person, is much more worthy and honourable than 
m oxiceited obstinate old king, with all the dignity that his crown 
and age could give him. This is often the case of the rich and 
great ; it is often the case of the aged ; they think themselves^ 
above admonition, especially if those who give it are poorer or 
younger than themselves. Those who need admonition most, 
bear it worst. But let us show that we are wise (at least not in* 
corrigible fools) by receiving admonition calmly and thankfully, 
and setting ourselves to correct' our errors, and go on to perfection* 



CHAP. V. 

Solomon having deBfribed the vanity qftht world in many inatancesi, 
and hinted that religion Vfoa the only antidote against it^ here firoceed^s 
to caution against those errors in religion into which men are readt^ • 
to fall ; and then returns to the vanity qfjiomer and vteaUh. 

1 "jy" EEP thy foot when thou goest to the house of God ; eon^ 
j^Sl. sider what thou art going adouty and behave in the most rev^ 
trent manner ; do not run hastily and rashly into the divine ftres^ 
ence ;• and be more ready to hear, to be instructed in his will^ and 
to obey itj than to give the sacrifice of fools, such sacrifices a» 
wicked men flrequently offir : for they consider not that they do 
evil ; thry do not consider that while they go on in wicked courses^ 
or worshifi in an indecent manner ^ they are adding to their grdlt, 

2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty ta 
mter [any] thing before God by way qf'firayer or vow : for God 
[is] in heaven, and thou upon earth, he is highly exalted above 
ihre : therefore let thy words be fqw, that f«, well considered^ 

3 For a dream comcth through the multitude of business ; and a 
fool's voice [is known] by multitude of words ; as a mtUtitude 
rf business occasions confused dreams^ so in multitudes of words 
men are led to say vain and foolish things before they are aware. 

4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not lo pay it ; for [he 
hath] no pleasure in fools ; he is highly displeased with them : 
pay that which thou hast vowed, for Cod is not to be jested with, 

5 Better [is it] that thoif shouldst not vow, than that thou shouldst 
vow and not pay ; the one being only a neglect, the other a direct 

6 contempt of the divine majesty. Suffer not thy mouth to cause 
thy flesh to sin ; do not entangle thyself with a needless votVy 
which the frailty of human nature may lead thee to break ;t nei- 

• Here i» an allusion to the rtttcrncuttom of potting olT the shoe in token of reverence ; 
at putting off' the hat, and uncovering the head i» among us. 

+ Alrtolute votr^ against marriage, certain food, or recreati<mv are to be avoided ; for fa|| 
breiikiug the vow those tilings m^y beconoc ^iuful wliicb iu their own nature are iudificnniA 
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ther say thou before the angely to the firieet, when thou bringcat 
a aacrificcy or the angels that are fireaent at divine worahifi^ that it 
[was] an error : wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, 
and destroy the work of thine hands ? Thia is offenaive to God^ 

7 ofid tends to bring a curae on what thou doeat. For in the multi- 
tude of dreams and many words [there are] also [divers] vani- 
ties ; many worda uttered in a aolemn manner without due conaid- 
eration^ aa vowa orfirayera^ are aa vmnaadreama : but fear thou 
God ; rtroerence hia fireaence and majeaty^ and do not (^end him 
by thy raahneaa. 

t If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent pervert- 
ing of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the 
matter : for [he that is] higher than the highest regardeth ; 
and [there be] higher than they ; there ia one higher than the 
ofifireaaora^ who willfiumah them for it, 

f Moreover the profit of the earth is for all ; another reaaon 
againat covetouaneaa ; the neceaaariea of life are easily obtained $ 
vegetable nature au/ifiiiea the whole animal worlds and all men^ 
even the greateaty yra, the king [himself] is served by the field, 

10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver ; he will 
never think he haa enough ; nor he that loveth abundance with 

11 increase : this [isj also vanity. When goods increase, they 
are increased that eat them ; there ia a larger family and retinue^ 
and therefore more exfiinae y and other a enjoy hia wealth aamuch 
aa he : and what good [is there] to the owners tliereof, saving 

12 the beholding [of them] with their eyes. The sleep of a la- 
bouring man [is] sweet, whether he eat little or much : but the 
abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep ; it bringa 
carea which counterbalance the aatiafaction it affordsy and which 

13 qft en fir event hia refioae. There is a sbre evil [which] I have 
seen under the sun, [namely,] riches kept for the owners there- 
of to their hurt ; the rich are aometimea Tnarked out aa objecta <f 
ofifireaaion and ruin in arbitrary countriesj and anxiety often de^ 

14 atrx^a their healthy iheir fieaccy and their aoula. But those riches 
perish by evil travail, by extravagance and imprudence : and he 
begetieth a son, and [there is] nothing in his hand ; he leavea 
his family imfiorveriahedf which ia ao much the woracy aa hia aon waa 
educated with the hofie of a fortune j ao that he ia reduced to tieci - 

15 Uar calamity. As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked 
shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his 
labour, which he may carry away in his hand ; if no other acci- 
dent defirivea him of hia wealthy yet death will atrifi him of alL 

16 And this also [is] a sore evil, [that] in all points as he came, so 
shall he go : and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the 
wind ? who hath taken abundance of pains for that which he ionno 

17 more hold t/ian he can the wind? All his days also ne eateth iu 
darkness, either does not allow himself the conveniences rflifcy or 
ia disturbed by irregular paasionsy ao that he has no comfort in his 
enjoyments; and [he hath] much sorrow and wrath with his 
fiLcLness ; tickness and covfinaiunt arc peculiarly gritVQua io him^ 
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heeause tAtf take him off/rom hu Jawmriie fiurauititj end an Hkeif 
to end in deathy when he must leave ali 7ne /t099e*9ion$ behind him. 

It Behold [that] which I have seen : [it is] good and comely 
(for one] to eat and to drink, and to enioy the good of ail his la«> 
bour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which 
God giveth him : for it [is] bis portion, all thoifidU tt> his Bhhre 

19 <ifihe enjoyments ond/iQwtMont qfli/e. Every man also to whom 
God hath given riches and weakh, and hath given him power 
to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his la« 
bour ; this [is] the gift of God ; it ought to be acknowledged om 

ao m singular Jrmt ^Ms bour^y. For he shall not much remember 
the days of his life ; because God answereth [him] in the joy of 
hiii heart ; he shall not think H/e tedious and hng^ nor be too much 
concerned at the evils that bfjall Mm^ because God gives him inward 
tranquillity^ the pleasures ^reUgion^ ctmrnunion vdth Mmsel/y and 
the hope ^a ghrious immortality ; these antfily ^omfiensate^aU Ms 
irouhle and sorrow. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. \XTE have need to be extremely cautious that our religioua 
V V services be not vain and sinful. There is much excel- 
lent advice on this head in the former part of the chapter, that 
should be seriously recollected every sabbath. ♦We should enter 
tipon divine worship with a solemn pause, with great composure of 
spirit, and all external marks of reverence. Sensible of the infinite 
distance between God and us, let us attend to the words we utter, 
and join heartily in those which are uttered in our name. Our 
prayers in general ought to be short, because (if they be long) it is 
next to impossible to keep up a due attention and fervent affection. 
Let us also remember the caution here given about our vows. As 
christians, we ought to recollect and pay them. It were a sad thing 
that our worship should be vain ; that we should be doing evil when 
we think we are doing good. To imagine that God will connive at 
our sins, because >ve pay him solemn worship, is a high aflfront and 
indignity. By such services men are contracting new guilt, instead 
of atoning for past. 

2. We see of what admirable use the fear of God is. A sense 
of his presense and providence, and a reverence for his majesty and 
authority, will prevent our being disturbed by our own or others* 
dreams ; . it will also prevent our being astonished or dejected at the 
oppression, violence, or injustice that are in the earth. For we 
shall be sensible that God sees it all, and will reckon for it in the 
day of the revelation of his righteous judgment. May we then 
sanctify the Lord (ghosts in our hearts^ and make him our fear and 
our dread. 

3. The frequent views which Solomon gives us of the vanity of 
riches, should engage us all to seek a better, even an enduring sub- 
itimce. We see Solomon's observations on the vanity^ imcertainty, 
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mid troubles attending wealth daily verified. But religion is a 
substantial good ; it satisfies the soul ; contributes to the usefiiN 
ness of the day, and the repose of the night : it assuredly brings 
true prosperity to those that possess it ; and furnishes them with 
peace and comfort even in sickness and death. They do not regret 
to leave the world, as their treasure is laid up in heaven. On the 
whole, religion makes wealth a blessing, or turns poverty into an 
honourable and happy state ; as it gives that joy of heart which the 
greatest abundance of the world can never give. 



CHAP. VL 

Moiomon firoceeds to »how the vanity of wealth and the evil of sordid 
ciwetoti*nes9. He had mentioned a heart to use what we have as a 
great blessings He here observes^ that it is not always to befoimd^ 
and that without it a man is miserable in his greatest abundance* 

1 nr^HERE is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and 

2 JL it [is] common among men : A man to whom God hatk 
given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing 
for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power 
to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it ; he is a mere slave to his 
money y and lays up, for he knows not who : this [is] vanity, 

3 and it [is] an evil disease. If a man beget an hundred [chil^ 
dren,] and live many years, so that the days of his years be 
many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also [that] he 
have no burial ; if a man have many children of his own^ which 
among the Jews was reckoned a singular favour^ yet grudges him' 
self the comforts of life ; or if he make no provision for his decent 
funeraly or his heir have such a contempt for him that he will not 

allow him such afuneraly I say, [that] an untimely, that is^ an 

4 abortive birth [is] better than he. For he, that is^ the abortive 
child^ cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his 

5 name shall be covered with darkness. Moreover he hath not 
seen the sun, nor known [any thing :] this hath more rest than 
the other ; as he hath never enjoyed the pleasures^ he hath never 
felt the calamities of life ^ so that he who hath deprived himself of its 
comforts^ and plunged himself into its sorrows^ is the greater suf* 

6 ferer^ Yea, though he live a thousand years twice [told,] yet 

bath he seen no good : do not all go to one place ? in a little 

time both of them shall be upon a level, 
T All the labour of man [is] for his mouth, and yet the appetite 

is not 611ed ; the desires of the body are soon satitfied^ but the 
% craving qfa distempered heart never is. For What hath the wise 

l{U>re than the fool ? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk 

before the living ? The wise man who knoweth how to govern Ms 
fancy^ and a poor man who knoweth how to behave suitable to his 

eonditionj and restrains unreasonable dedresy is more honourable 
Vol. V. M 
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mtd kafitiy than wealthy muers : or if it be taken at tf qne^tion^ tie 

9 anMwer foUovfa ; Better [is] the sight of the eyes, than the Wan^ 
dering of the desire : this [i»] also vanity and vexation of spi- 
rit ; it i» better that a inan should take t^ with that which is before 
him^ that is, what he can see and comfortably enjoy, t/tan suffer his 
desires to wander, and filtmge himself into that vanity and sorrow, 
which insatiable desires tend to ftroduce : this is the advantage of 
the wise man above the fool, 

la That which hath been is named already, and it is known that 
it [is] naan ; whatever his condition be, however honourable, he 
is but a man, (referring to the name qf Adam, which signifies 
earth,) a lumfi of clay, subject to many accidents, and many fiain" 
ful events, which he cannot firevent or remove :' neither niay he 
contend with him that is mightier than he, that is, almighty God^ 
with whom none can contend with success ; he hath subjected the 
whole human race t0 vanity ^ and it is found in every circumstance 
of life, though not equally in alL The conclusion of this fiart of my 

t\ subject therefore is. Seeing there be many things that increase 
vanity, what [is] man the better for all his wealth and hormur, alt 

12 his labours and anxieties ? For who kitoweth what [is] good for 
man in [this] life, all the days of his vain Hfe which he spend-' 
eth as a shadow ? for who can (ell a man what shall be after 
him under the sun ? Whatever his circumstances are, he must not 
dream of any enjoyment in mortal ^fe tlUit shall be free from a ndx" 
ture (f vanity, since it afifiears in so many shafies, that we hardly 
know what is best for us ; esfieehaUy considering the uncertainty of 
events that muy arise during our lives and after mir deaths, 

REFLECTIONS. 

r. /CONSIDERING how differently earthly things are dis- 
\ji tributed by Providence, we may be sure that they are 
not the best things. God often gives wealth and honour, and chil^ 
firffi to the wicked- ; to those who have no wisdom or grace to im- 
prove them ; which is a plain proof that he does not esteem them 
as his choicest favours : therefore let us not seek Cliem inordinate^ 
ly ; nor value ourselves too mach upon them. Let us be content 
and thankful without them : especially if we have been taught to 
seek better blessings, and hope for substantial, everlasting good. 

3. Whatever differences and distinctions there are among^ nicHf 
they all go to one filace. The rich and the poor, the aged and the 
young, the wise and the foolish, go alike to the grave, the land of 
silence and darkness. We are all but men of the earth, and must 
<^ickly return thither again -^ let this thought check the risings of 
pride, envy, and detraction ; and promote candour, meekness, and 
I6ve. 

?* How kind is God in giving us the necessaries of life so ea^ly, 

f j ^nd in punishing our inordinate passions with disappointment. To 

l»e contented with what nature requires, and restrain inoitlinate de- 

aures) \» a most important branch of wisdom^ God has consulted 
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tnr comfort in giving us necessary provisions for the body ; but if 
we will suffer desire to wander, it will bring home nothing but vex- 
ttion and torment. Let the poor be diligent, frugal, and contented ; 
they will -then be better esteemed, and live more comfortably, than 
those who are always coveting and never satisfied. 

4. Since man knowcth not iphat is good for himaelfy let us rejoice 
in the overruling providence of God. We can see but a little way 
before us ; often choose and pursue what we cannot obtain ; or, if 
we obtain it, what only increaseth vanity, and multiplies cares and 
sorrows. We are apt to think that good for us which we see others 
eagerly pursuing, pr what suits our senses, and therefore has the 
appearance of good, but we are commonly deceived. We know not 
the events that are before us ; therefore this should prevent our be- 
ing anxious about our projects, eager in our pursuits, or sanguine in 
our expectations. ]Let us bless God for the views which his word 
gives us of a particular providence, and its assurances that all his 
creatures are under his immediate government and dii^ection. 
Though we know not what is good for us, he does, and will withhold 
no good thing from them who walk uprightly. Let us therefore 
take the surest, shortest course to be easy and happy ; namely, to 
be anxious about nothings but in every thing by firayer and supfilica" 
Uon with thankagtoingj make known our requests unto God. 



CHAP. VII. 

Boiomon proceeds to give fiositive advices about ha/tfuness^ and how it 
is to be obtained s and recommends a care to get and keep, a good 
name^ 

\ A COOD name [is] better than precious ointment ; it 
xX gives a man greater comfort and refreshment while ii^vgy 
than the most agreeable perfumes^ and preserves fdm whenWeadf 
better than the most precious embalming ; and the day of death 
than the day of one*s birth, as death is the end of his trouble and 
the commencement of his felicity y and seals up his good character, 

% [It is] better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the 
house of feasting : for that [is] the end of all men ; and the 
living will lay ^tt] to his heart ; the contemplation of death is 
more desirable and usefhl than any of the enjoyments ofHfe ; it 
may be expected that active, lively persons should in those circum*. 

$ stances be impressed. Sorrow, a composed, serious spirit, [is] 
better than laughter : for by the sadness of the countenance the 
heart is made better ; affliction is helpful to every grace ; it Jills 
the heart with humanity and compassion^ and gives a sense of the 
uncertainty and vanity of human life ; by this means it is more^ 
weaned from the world and quickened to embrace true happinemi 

\ The heart of the wise [is] in the house of mourning, and chooses 
(q.indt^lge seri^jM thoughts s but the, heart of fools [is]; in tho: 
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house of mirth ; lovet merry meetingB^ the assembly roorfij and 

5 f^ play house. [It is] better to hear the rebuke of the wise, 
the sharpest reproofs than for a man to hear the song of fools, 

6 than music or flattery. For as the crackling of thoms under a 
pot, which makes a great noiscy looks cheerfiil^ but is quickly gone^ 
so [is] the laughter of the fool : this also [is] vanity, jinother 
method to be happy is to command our passions when we have rr • 

7 ceived injury. Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad ; 
and a gift destroyeth the heart ; it is very painful to be pppressm 
ed in judgmenty especially when there is reason to believe that the 
judge hath been bribed ; it transports a man to unusual rage^ and 
puts him upon some irregular conduct : this is a reason /or pa* 

8 tienccj for Better [is] the end of a thing than thet)eginning 
thereof: [and] the patient in spirit [is] better than the proud 
in spirit ; (/* men would wait the progress of an affair ^ they would 
see it mend as it goes on ; but he that is hasty and impatient •ften 

^ undoes himself by his ungovemed temper. Be not hasty in thy 
spirit to be angry : for anger restcth in the bosom of fools ; it 
makes a visit sometimes to a wise man^ but he soon diamisses the 
guetty he is not easily prorvokedy nor long angry ; but fools retain 
ity turn it into a bosom Jriend^ and act as passion directs. Another 

10 way to happiness is to correct a complaining temper. Say not 
thou, What is [the cause] that the former days were better 
than these ? for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this ; 
we do not know that they were better ; there have been good and 
dad in all ages. We read much of the besty and little of the worst; 
God has wise reasons for the present state of things ; there is no 
mge so bad but we may be good in ity and those that are most free 

dn their com/daints^ may be sure that there are some persons not so 
good as they should bCy that i«, themsetvesy or else they would not 

1 1 complain. Wisdom [is] good with an inheritance : and [by it 
there is] profit to them that see the sun ; otherwise a rich man 

12 is only more ridiculous y wicked J and mischievous. For wisdom 
ps] a defence, [and] money [is] a defence ; both are useful in 
their place : but the excellency of knowledge [is, that] wisdom 
giteth life to them that have it ; religious knowledge supports 
tinder the troubles oflifcy gives present peaccy and secures everlast^ 
ing felicity. Another way to happiness is to accommodate ourselves 

13 to the different conduct of Providence, Consider the work of 
God s for who can make [that] straight, which he hath xxiade 
crooked ? God will proceed in his own wayy and we cannot alter 

14 his purpose. In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day 
of adversity consider : God also hath set the one over ag^nst 
the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him. 
God hath so chequered human Hfcy that we cannot from the present 
prognosticate what will be hereqftery or find any thing upon the 

't5 whole to complain qfy or order for tlie better. All [things] have I 
seen in the days of my vanity : there is a just [man] that pcr- 
isheth in his righteousness, or rathery notwithstanding his righie^ 
cusnessj yeoy upon account of it £ and there is a wicked [man} 
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that prolongeth [his life] in his wickedness ; a wicked nrnn fome-^ . 

16 times enjoys great and long prosperity. Be not righteous over 
much ; neither make thyself over wise : why shouJdst thou de- 
stroy thyself ? Do not expose yourselves to calamity by impru* 
dence^excessiroe rigour^ or intemperate zeal, which may bring upon 

17 you contempt and persectuion. On the other hand^ Be not over 
much wicked, neither be thou foolish : why shouldst thou die 
before thy time ? The greatest danger Uet on the other side, qf 
bringing mischief upon yourselves by criminal indidgenceSy by the 
hand qf a magistrate^ or of God, These two verses are similar /• 
our Lord's exhortation^ * Be wise as serpents and ha7'mless a9 

18 doves,* [It is] good that thou shouldst take hold of this ; yca» 
also from this withdraw not thine hand : for he that feareth God 
shall come forth of them all : it is good to take care in both these 
respects ; a truly ptous, conscientious rnan will prudently decline 

19 dangers^ and faithfully perform hi.9 duty. Wisdom strengthcneth 
the wise more than ten mighty [men] which aie in the city, in 
particular by leading them to avoid extremes. It is not to be cx-» 
Pected it will be so diligently pursued and regarded^ as to presence 

30 men from all error and misery ; For, or rather surely, [there is] 
not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not, 
therefore they have more need sfmy instructions ; and particularly^ 

31 Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken ; lest thoa 
hear thy servant curse thee ; be not severe in censuring prix*ate 
injuries ; if you have a regard to your own peace^ do not hearken 
to tatlers and talebearers^ nor be too im/uisitive what people eay or 
think (fyou g else you will meet with vexatious reports from some 
who arc your inferiors.^ who depend upon you and are obliged t9 
you. To see and not to see^ to hear and not to hear, is a secret 
which will be very useful to a man in his journey through life, 

S2 Fop oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth. that thou thyself 
likewise hast cursed others, who have been equally thy superiors^ 
and treated the reputation of others as unkindly as thy own it 
treated : learn therefore to make candid allowances^ and consider 
the weakness and deprarvity of human nature. 

23 All this have I proved by wisdom : I said, I will be wise ; 
but it [was] far from me ; I found greats difficulty in getting wis* 

34 rfoffi, and did not keep to my own good resolution. That which it 
hv off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out ? The compass 
is so largej and temptations so manyy that both my knowledge and 

25 virtue had their imperfections. I applied mine heart to know, 
and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason [of 
things,] and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness 
[and] madness, what was the greatest folly and madness a man 

26 could be chargeable with. And I find more bitter than death the 
woman, whose heart [is] snares and nets, [and] her hands [as] 
band's : whoso pleaselh God shall escape from her ; but the 
sinner shall be taken by her. J found nothing more puzzling to 
the human understanding and dangerous to virtue t/tan the arts of a 
wicked woman ; the grosser snares and a fondness for meats and 
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dfink$j a watchful^ fitout mom may escape ; but she is so great a 
fiiaguey that God often gives a man u/i to hevy as a punishment fw 
57 his former sins. Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, 
28 [counting] one by one, to find out the account : Which yet 
my soul seeketh, but I find not : one roan among a thousand 
have I found ; but a woman among all those have I not found, 
Jfe diligently observed the characters of all about Mmj and found 
very few men worthy of friendship and throughly to be trusted^ 
whose real sentiments and dispositions he could find out ; and fewer 
women that were so ; he had generally found more wisdom.^ good'* 
nessj true friendship^ and less artifice among men than wo^ 
S9 men ; but this is not to be charged upon God : I^, this only 
have I found, that God had made man upright ; but they have 
sought out many inventions ; they have perverted their own ways^ 
corrupted their original integrity y and devised many excuses for 
neglecting their duty. This chapter is so practical that we need 
not enter upon any particular reflections. Let it be seriously rc^ 
viewed^ that we may learn from it to cultivate a serious^ prudent^ 
humble^ patient spirit ; let the concluding part especially teach 
young men to be exceeding watchful against bad women, and ex* 
ceeding cautious in the choice of wives ; and younger women to be 
gimbitious to retrieve the honour of their sex, and cultivate intcg^ 
rity, openness^ and honour, which will be pleasing to Gody and wiU 
render them amiable and useful in the worlds 



CHAP. VIII. 

Solomon proceeds to some prudential directions which will conduct a 
man to true happiness ; beginning with a general encomium u/ion 
wisdom. 

1 TTTHO [is] as the wise [man ?] who is so excellent as he? 

V V and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing ? under^ 
stands thing fi himself and is useful to others ? a man's wisdom 
maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be 
changed ; it gives him an agreeable countenance, takes away eve^ 
ry thing morose^ sour, and forbidding, and gains him respect arui 
esteem, 

2 I [counsel thee] to keep the king^s commandment in all law*, 
ful things, and [that] in regard of the oath of God, not merely to 

avoid Ids displeasure, but out of a principle of conscience and a re^ 

3 gard to God, Be not hasty to go out of his sight, to leave li^ 
presence or service through passion and discontent : stand not in 
an evil thing ; if thou hast in any respect offended, though thou 
mayest escape Mm for a while, he will find an opportunity to fitm^, 

4 ish thee ; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him. Where the 
word of a king [is, there is] power to execute his commands : 
and who may say unto him> What doe»t thou ,^ who shaU ca/4 
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. 8 Aim to an account vnthout extreme hazard ? Whoso keepeth tlie 
commandment, continues dutiful and loyal^ shall feel no evil 
thing : and a wise man^s heart discemeth both tiitie and judg* 
meht how to withdraw from fiublic affairs without offending (he 

4 prince^ and when and how to give him humble advice. Because to 
every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery 
of man [is] great upon him ; men suffer much for want of iiru* 
dence in not observing and seizing fit times^ especially in courts. 

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be : for who can tell him 
when it shall be ? he neither knows nor can any one tell him when ^ 

% the like opportunity will return. [There is] no man that hath 
power over the spirit to retain the spirit ; neither [hath he] 
power in the day of death : and [there is] no discharge in [that] 
war ; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to 
it. Probably this is said with particular rtference to princes ; let 
them consider that tliere is no giving law to men*s thoughts ; and 
likewise that death is hastening toward them^ when they must 

9 give an acccoimt of all their tyranny and oppression. All tWs have 
I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done Under 
the sun : [there is] a time wherein one man ruleth over another 
to his own hurt, yeoj sometimes is dethroned and ruined in this 

10 world. And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and 
gone from the place of the Holy, that w, the seat qf judgment^ 
which is God*s place^ and they were forgotteii in the city where - 
they had so done ; their pomp vanished with them^ and could fioC 
90 much as secure them an honourable remembrance i this [is] alsa 
vanity. 

11 God has denounced a righteous sentence upon them^ but Because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore 
the heart of the sons of men is fdlly set in them to do evil ;* 
they gro^o licentious by the delay y and think qf nothing but doing 
ndschief 

13 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his [days] 
be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them 
that fear God, which fear before him ; who notwithstanding all 
the op/iressions they suffer y continue pbedient to him and their gov-* 

13 ernors : But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall 
he prolong [his] days, [which are] as a shadow ; because he 
feareth not before God : plainly implying that there is a happiness 
in reserve for every good man ; in comparison with which, a hun-* 
dred years qf prosperity enjoyed by a sinner, are not worth men" 

14 tioTung : but they see not this distinction made at present. There 
is a vanity which is done upon the earth ; that there be just 
[men,] unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the 
wicked ; again, there be wicked [men] to whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the righteous ; just men are reproach^ 

edy oppressed, and persecuted, and the mcked live in ease, qfflu" - -> 
ence, and splendor : I said that this also [is] vanity. 

^* A? eanem executions were done speedily, perhaps this may intimau# tlat if Cod'* 
infill iiMiwcrft at ipecdy Mtlidrt, tbey wooM not dir« to act m tiny do. 
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If Then I commended mirths because a man hath no better 
thing under the sun, than to eat, aYid to drink, and to be merry : 
fi>r that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his lifet 
which God giveth him under the sun ; it is better to enjoy the 
good tUng9 of Hfe in the fear of God^ than to torment ouruetve* 
Vfith the fear (f losing them^ or tofiretefid to account for many dis» 
ftenaatioTu of Providence, 

16 When t applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the 
business that is done upon the earth : (for also [there is thatl 
neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes ;) to ex/iound thie 
mystery of Frcnndencey I was as diligent and solicitous as those 

IT men are to get wealth who allow no sleefi to their eyes : Then I 
behekl all the work of God) that a man cannot find out the work 
that is done under the sun : because though a man labour to 
seek [it] out, yet he shall not find [it ;} yea, further ; though a 
wise [man] think to know [it,] yet shall he not be able to find 
[it ;] therefore let us not disquiet ourselves about ity but cheerfuUxf 
mcguiesce in the divine government, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T F we desire to be easy and happy, we must honour the feingv 
A observe the laws of our country, and not unnecessarily blame 
the administration. No argument can t>e drawn from this charge^ 
for passive obedience, though many commentatoi^ have attempted 
it. We are many of us under the obligation of the oath of God, 
and all are obliged to allegiance, as being bom subjects of the king- 
dom, and enjoying the protection of the government. Let us then 
de subject not far wrath onfyy but for conscience sake .• and if we 
would not be afraid of the power, let us do that which is good. 

3. It is a point of great wisdom in every circumstance and sta- 
tion of life, to attend to times and seasons, and embrace proper op- 
Srtunities for doing good. This is an important maxim, not only 
• courtiers but for all of us. Whence is it that man's fnisery is so 
great upon him, but because he is rash and thoughtless, will not look 
before him, and watch opportunities of honestly mending his cir- 
cumstances and retrieving his errors ; but through giddiness or 
dulness suffers them to slip ? Hence also it is, that men fall into 
great and endless misery in the other world ; because they will not 
hear God's voice today, and redeem their time. Let us then mind 
this wisdom, because time is short, death is at the door, and there is 
no discharge in that war. 

3. How sad is it to abuse the patience .and goodness of God ! 
What Solomon, says of wicked princes, is true of other wicked men, 
V, W. They know God has passed sentence upon them for their 
iniquities ; but because his patience bears long with them, they 
grow hardened, and sin the more. Yet the sentence will be exe- 
cuted ; and though they live ever so long and prosperously, it shall 
be ill with them. May the goodness of God then lead us to repent- 
ance} and his long suffering be to ut salvation. 
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' 4. We are here taught otir duty amidst the itiystertoutf conduct 
of Providence. We see good men afflkted, and wicked men pros- 
perous ; we should not therefore fret or disquiet ourselves about it^ 
kit enjoy the good things of life with thankfulness, cheerfulness, 
and charity* Let us not puzzle ourselves in endeavouriug to ac- 
count for this> for the attempt will be vain ; it is God's ordering, 
who is infinitely wise and goodi and the justice, beauty, and pro* 
priety of these seeming irregularities will appear at last. When 
difficulties therefore occur which we cannot solve, let us always 
^member, abide by, and act upon this thought, Sureiy I know that it 
9haU be vfcU with them that fear Godj which/ear be/ore htntj v. 12. 



CHAP* IX. 

Soi&mon having in a forfner chafiter made some observation* on the 
unegval diatribution of §ood and evil^ he here directs us vfhat our 
conduct should be amidst these mysteries of Providence. 

1 li^OR all this 1 considered in my heart even to declare 
X^ all this, that the righteous and the wise, and their works, 

' [are] in the hand of God ; are under his conduct and protection^ 
he orders their affairs in the wisest and kindest manner ; there* 
fore we should not comfiiainj but cheerfully refer events to his dis* 
posal : nevertheless no man knoweth either love or hatred [by] 
all [that is] before them ; it does not afifiear at present whether God 

• 2 loves or hates them, AH [thii^s come] dike to all: [there 
is] one event to the righteous, and to the wicked ; to the good 
and to the clean, and to the uncl^n ; to him that sacrificeth, 
and to him that sacrificeth not : as [is] the good, so [is] the 
sinner ; [and] he that sweareth, as [he] that feareih an oath. 

3 This [is] an evil among aU [things] that are done under the 
sun, that [there is] one event unto all ; this has been a great fier- 
pUxity to my mtnd^ and a strong temptation : yea, also the heart 
of the sons of men is full of eVil, and madness [is] in their heart 
while they live, and after that [they go] to the dead ; they en^ 
courage themselves in a course qf wickedness and so hasten their 

4 own death* For to him that is joined to all the living there is 
hope that they may be recovered from their calamitous state ; for 
a living dog is^tter than a dead lion ; a living man^ in the low* 
est circumstances^ is more serviceable to the world than the greatest 

5 prince when dead. For the living know that they shall die, are 
capable of considering and improving the thoughts of death : but 
the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a re- 
ward ; for the memory of them is forgotten ; they are incafia* 

% bit qf any things and soon forgotten. Also their love, and their 

* Some tupfot the following venet to be the obtervationt of mi epicure* who took oq» 
casicn to declare his disb^tlrf of a future staU i but 1 take them to bo ^lomen'* WMrdt* 
^raUoKODly uf the woeoi ttle. 

Vol. V. * N 
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hatred, and their eiivy, is now pedahed ; neither have they iShff 
more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done under the 
sun ; no one seeks i/ietr favour, or /ears their diefiieantre : there'* 

7 fore Go ti\y way, eat tliy bread with joy, and drink thy wine 
with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth thy works : as/ar 
as this mortal life ia in question^ instead qf indiUging anxiety, and 

■ fiuzzling thyself vfith intricate questions, endeavour to live in a 
cheerful manner ; for if thou art one that feareth God, he accefiteth 

8 thee, and would have thee bejoi(ful. Let thy garments be always 
• white, neither be sordid nor sad ; and let thy head lack no oint-' 

ment ; let thy apfiearanee be as pleasant as it innocently may, 

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest, all the days of the 
life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee Under the sun^ all 
the days of thy vanity ; this is refieated to remind,us that vte are 
not to expect complete satisfaction, but to make the most we can qf 
every relation, to sweeten the troubles of life : for that [is] thy 
portion in [this] life, and in thy labour wh'ch thou takest Under 
the sun ; yet indulge not in pleasures so far as to become 
slothfiU and dissolute, but attend to the proper business qflife, 

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do [it] with thy nmght ; for 
[there is] no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in 
the grave, whither thou goest ; do not presume too much on your 
own wisdom, industry, and power, nor yet neglect evety prop:er ex» 
crtion of them, 

] I I returned and saw under the sun, that the race [is] not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the 
wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour^ 
or prefennetu, to 4iven of skill ; but time and chance, or occurs 
rences, (I King^ v. 4.) happeneth to them ali^ sudden mcciflent9 
start up in which aU a man*s cunning, veUour, strength, and i^flu* 

XZ ence, are ineffectual. For man also knoweth not hid time : as 
the ^shes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the snare ; so [are] the sons of men snared in an evil 
time, when it falleth suddenly upon them ; they do not foresee 
the evHs that may come, or the day of their death ; both may come 
suddenly : yet we are not to neglect prudent precautions, 

\ 3 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it [seemcdj 

14 great unto me : f There was] a little city, and few men within 
it ; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and 

15 built great bulwarks against it : Now there was found in it » 
poor wise man, and he by hrs wisdom, by some wise counsel or 
stratagem, delivered the city ; yet no man remembered that. 

Id same poor man. Tlien said I, Wisdom [is] better than strength: 
nevertheless, the poor ixianf's wisdom [is] despised, and hia 
words are not heard ; such isf the folly and ingratitude of men, that 
thrypay more regard to external appearances than to wisdom ; yet 

17 this instance ^hows . that wisdom is the principal thingf /or -The 
words of wise [men are] heard in quiet more than the cry of 
him that ruleth among fools ; his words, delivered calmly and 
without ostentation, are more regarded than the noise of an inso^ 
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If /(fur, overbearing man. Wisdom [is] better than weapons of war : 
but one sinner destroyeth much good ; otufooiUh obstinate man^ 
by fuM pervereeneM f^ften fiuzzlea and nana a good causey and de^ 
ftata the endea:voure of the vnseat qf men, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TyCTE arc here taught not to judge of men bjr their out- 
VV ward condition, or the events that happen to them. 
Though we are so often exhorted to tUs in scripture, yet we are 
ready to forget it. God*s love and hatred to men is not to be esti- 
mated by their external circumstances ; but though the same events 
may happen to both, yet the design and end of them may be widely 
different. 

2. We see what kind of pronsion the word ef God makes for 
our living comfortably. How frequently are we admonished to en- 
joy the g^ood things of life, and consult our own comfort, under 
the limitation of sobriety and wisdom. God certainly ntver gave 
us so many good things to be snare > and temptations to us. Jt is 
pleasing to him that we should rejoice in his favours, and show the 
cheerfulness of our minds by our dress, diet, and converse with 
others. It es|>ecially becomes those to rejoice in God's good crea- 
tures whose works he accepts. Innocent mirth becomes notj^ so 
well as those that are good. There is no religion in a slovenly 
dressy a meagre diet, or a gloomy spirit. God would have all I) is 
servants cheerful, and thus show that their master is good, and their 
work pleasant. 

3. Let the uncertainty of all earthly things promote in us can* 
tion, diligence, and prayer : caution that we do not exceed in un- 
reasonable mirth, and live without thought and fear. We know 
that we must die, and that there is nothing to be done in the grave ; 
therefore we should be diligent ; embrace every opportunity to do 
good and get good ; be active in the business of our stations, and 
especially in the work of religion. Opportunities will soon be over , 
and after death it will be too late to correct our errors and mend 
our state^ To our diligence we should also add prayer ; for the 
race is not to the avnft. If it were always sOj men would forget 
God : but the feet being otherwise^ it is a plaiv proof of an overrul- 
ing Providence, and a call to remember our dependence upon him, 
and make our requests known to him. • 

4. We must not tliink the worse of wisdom, or be backward to 
pnrsue it, because it is despised and goes unrewarded. What Solo- 
BKm observed in his time, has been observed ever since, that wise 
and useful men are often neglected ; and noisy insolent fools ca- 
ressed. Many who spend their days and their strength in serving 
their fellow creatures, have neither recompense nor honour, nor 
perhaps thanks. But we should not be discouraged from doing our 
duty by the world^s ingratitude. If they are not sensible of the 
nains we take for their benefit, we shall have the satisfaction of 
baying done good ; at least of having honestly endeavoured to do it ; 
and God ia not unrighteous to forget our work and labour qflove^ but 
mill bounUfuily reward, it. 
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CHAP. X, 

The firincifial design of thi9 chaftter i» tQ teach ua to behave loyally 
and dutifully to ruleft^ as what vriU contribute to our fieace and hap' 
pmesa, 

1 T^EAD flies cause the ointmertt of thp apothecary, or fier- 
XJ fumer^ to Rend forth a stinking savour : [so doth] a lit- 
tle folly him that is in reputation for wisdom [and] honour ; 
the wiser any man is^ trie* more care he should take of his words 
and actions ; it is not so much the wqnt of knowledge^ as of atten^ 

S tion and firudence that lessens men* s characters. A wise man's 
heart [is] at his right hand ; he goes readily and wisely to work ; 
perforins things with dexterity^ in the profier time and man- 
nerj and in the most deceht order ; hut a fool's heart at his 
left 5 he goes aukwardly to work^ and therefore generally miscar^ 

3 ries. Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his 
I'risdom faileth [him,] and he saith to every one [that] he [is] a 
fool ; he cannot so mi4chas conceal his folly in the plainest ^things ; 
he betrays his indiscretion by Ms gait and air ; esfiecially by being 
a few minutes in his company^ you will find he is empty and con^ 

4 etited. If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not 
tl^y place ; do not grow sullen and discontented^ and quit his service ; 
a meek^ humble behaviour may reconcile him ; for yielding pad- 

5, ficth great offences. There is an evil [which] I have seen un- 
der the sun, as an error [which] proceedeth from the niler ; 

^ viz. not taking sufficient care whom he promotes : Folly is set 
in great dignity? and the rich, men of considerable rank andabil^ 

7 ity^ sit in low place. I have seen servants upon horses, persons 

of a meany servile^ mercenary disposition advanced^ and princeSy 

men <f^eat worthy walking as servants upon the earth. But 

do not on account of these irregularities foment facthms against the 

■ 8 gorvernmentyfor He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it ; and whoso 

9 breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him. Whoso rcmoveth 
stones shall be hitrt therewith ; [and] he that cleaveth wood 
shall be endangered thereby ; he that would remove the ancient 
land marks of gtrvemmenty cut in pieces the society to which he 
belongs^ and break the hedge and fence of public authority ^ willjlnd 
10 he does it to his own hurt. If the iron be blunt, and he do not 
whet the eflge, then must he put to more strength :♦ but wis- 
dom [is] profitable to direct ; a man should exercise prudence in 
the common affairs of life ; especially in any attempt to mend a bad 
government ; he had better whet his tool before he begins his worky 
and consider qf the proper means beforehand^ or ehe he willjind it 
|1 more difficult and troublesome. Surely the serpent will bite 
without enchantment, that is^ without hissing ; the wound will be 
felt before the creature^ voice is heard ; and a babler is no better, 

• SoBie have thottj^ht proper to centnre thk as a trlttti^* Impertinent nSttnnt'oe ; bnt 
Homer represents Nestor (the wisest amonK th^ Greek>) as ius(ruccuig his ijpa \t^ the arc of 
l>radence> and mentions this simile as an iUustrntton. 
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who mthout reserve tells in one place vfhat h$ has heard- in another^ 

12 esfteciaUy if it be any thing too free about the government. The 
words of a wise man's mouth [are] gracious^ pleasing to Mm 
prince ; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself ; bring 

13 him to trouble and sometimes to death. The beginning of the 
words of his mouth [is] foolishness : and the end of his talk [is] 
mischievous madness ; he works himself up into a heat^ and then 

, says what doth mischief to others^ and brings ruin upon himself 

14 A fool also is full of words : a man cannot tell what shall be ; 
and what shall be after him who can tell him }, Probably m 
description of the fool*s manner of talking^ who multiplies words 
unnecessarily^ or rather^ talks confidently of what he wll do^ 
qnd what he will have^ and of things past^ present^ and to 
corneal or in such a foolish manner that, you cannot tell from 
what he is saying what he will say ; he rambles on in impertinence » 

15 The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because 
he knoweth not how to go to the city ; a fool takes most pains 

16 about ^ and yet blunders in the most plain and obvious things. Wo 
to thee, O land, when thy king f is] a child, a weak^foUsh man^ 
and thy princes eat in the morning ; are persons addicted to 
luxury and intemperance^ indulging their appetites^ when they 
should be engaged in public business^ feasting in a morning^ when 

17 they should be trying important cfiuses. Blessed [art] thou, O 
land, when thy king [isj the son of nobles, of cm illustrious Jam- 
ity and excellent qualities^ and thy princes eat in due season, for 
strength, to fit them for their proper business^ and not for drunk- 

18 enness ! By much slothfulness the building decay cth, the rain 
gets in and rots it ; and through idleness of the hands the 
house droppeth through. TMs is the case in private life ; and 
it is so in gorvepiment / by luxury and sloth the whole government 

19 is disordered J and oflentimes dissolved, A feast is made for 
laughter, and wine maketh merry : kiut money answereth all 
^things ;] it procures all worldly advantages ; therefore rulers 
should not waste the public treasure in luxury and folly, which 
they may want to support the state. 

20 Curse not the king, no not in thy thoughts neither his person 
nor government ; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber : 
for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath 
wings shall tell the matter ; a proverbial expression, and inti^ 
mates, that by some 9utprising, unexpected method, it may be dis* 
capered, as if a bird flying by had heard and told it. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TXTE here see the benefit of wisdom and i^rudence, even in 
VV- the common affairs of life. If we have nothing to do 
^ith the government of the nation, yet we should be careful to rule 
ourselves and our houses well. Let us cultivate that wisdom which 
is profitable to direct ; and learn it by thought and observation on 
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the^ conduct of others. Let us learn to do things readily and dexter* 
OQ8I7 9 to concert the means well ; lay good plans, and pursue them 
with resolution and caution ; that our judgment may not &il us 
when difi^ulties occur. There is room for improvement in every 
branch of wisdoip, and by it we shall save ourselves much pains, 
and probably much shame. 

2. Let us earnestly pray that our king may Ue directed lA the 
choice of counsellors and officers under him ; that persons of true 
worth, honour, and virtue, may not be neglected, and men of shal* 
tered heads^ and broken fortunes, advanced ; that none may be rais- 
ed to important offices, but those who will sacrifice pleasure to buu- 
ness, and keep their heads cool for counsel and jucigment. Con- 
sidering how much the welfare of the nation depends upon this, it 
should be the subject of our fervent prayers ; for the Jting^s heart ia 
in the hand nfthe Lord, 

5. We should learn those lessons of loyalty and subjection, upon 
which our comfort and happiness. so much depend, and guard 
against a factious complaining spirit. Too many by attempting to 
cure some defects in a well settled government, have done more 
harm than good. We are in general very incompetent judges of 
the administration of government ; let us not therefore allow our* 
selves to find fault with it. Reviling those who rule over us, though 
done secretly, may be kn<fwn { the providence of God may by some 
unsuspected way discover it, and then it will turn to our shame, 
and the reproach of our profession, Let us therefore lead gtdet and 
peaceable Hvet in all godUneaa and hone$ty ; fearing God tmd honour^ 
ing the king, 

4. We see that diligence and frugality are very necessary for pri«w 
irate persons, as well as governors, v. 18. By much sloth/ulne9% the 
hvitding decayeth^ and through idleness of the hands the hoiue drofi* 
peth through. When men neglect their business, and desert their 
shops, to pursue their pleasures or to sit with vain persons, povertyt 
shame and distress will soon come upon them. f. 19. A feast is 
inadefor laugh ter^ arid wine maketh merry ; but money annoereth all- 
things. Yet this must be taken with linutation ; for money cannot 
supply the wants of the soul ; cannot save from sin, sorrow, death, 
and hell : but it contains a proper caution to young men especially, 
hot to be expensive in entertainments, dress, or equipage ; the feast 
of one day may consume the money that should support the family 
for a week ; and leave none to do good with. Those who make the 
most splendid entertainments and the greatest appearance, are gen-». 
crally most backward to works of piety and charity ; for there is 
neither charity nor justice without frugality and prudence : dui wis-*, 
dom is profitable to direct. 
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CHAP. XL 

Solomon in thi$ chafttcr exhorts his readers to UberaHtyj as the best 
antidote against the vanity of riches / and then urges a serious fire/i* 
oration for death and judgment, 

1 /^ AST thy "bt^ad, or com^ upon the waters : for thou shall 
V>i find it after many days. Com was the chief trade <fJudeai 
and a very profitable one ; in allusion to this Solomon intimates^ 
that what is given is not thrown away^ duty like Com^ is sent ona 

2 voyage^ which in return will richly rejiay the inerchanti Giye a 
portion to seven, and also to eight j give in a very liberal manner^ 
and take in qs nlany objects as possible i for thou knowcst not 
what evil shall be upon the earthy how soon you may want the 
assistance of others ; and you may expect their help and thepecu^ 

3 liar care <f Providence if you have been charitable. If the clouds 
be full of rain, they empty [themselves,] upoft the cafth ; Fnrv* 
idence intended they shotdd do so ; and God gives us money y not 
to hoard upi but to do good with : and if the tree fcdl toward tha 
south, or toward the north, in the place vuhere the tree fatleth^ 
there it shall be, and there is no hopes of its bringing forth any 
more fruit. Thus shall we soon be dut downy and whether we have 
beenfrtdtful or barren, (as opposite characters as north and south) 
none can raise us up to the exercise of charity any more. Let us 

4 not frame excuses for neglecting liberality ; for He that observeth 
the wind, lest it should blow away his seedy shall not sow ; and he 
that regardeth the clouds, who is afraid of a little rain, shall not 
reap, and will make poor work of his husbandry ; so he that with* 
holds his charity till every objection Can be answeredi will never 

5 bestow it. As thou knotrest not what [is] the way of the spirit^ 
or windy [nor] how the bones [do grow] in the- womb of her that 
b with child : even so thou knowest not the works of God who 
maketh all ; thou knowest not tfhat will be in future ; how he 

' may prosper or impoverish thee ; therefore be not anxious about 

6 futurity J do thy dutyy and leave the event to God, In the morn- 
ing sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand : 
ibr thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or thatf 
or whether they both [shall be] alike good ^ in youth and agCf 
in prosperity and adversity^ be alvfays doing goody and depend upon 
God for the issue, 

7 Truly the light [is] sweet ; and a pleasant [thing it is] for 
the eyes to behold the sun ; life and the comforts of it are very 

8 agreeable : But if a man live many years, [and] rejoice in them 
all 5 yet let him remember the days of darkness, adversity and 
sorrowy especially death ; for they shall be many. All that 
Cometh [is] vanity ; therefore be not too fond of earthly things, 

* but labour to do all the j^ood you cany which will afford the most 

9 comfortable reflections. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth i 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes j this 
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U generally under 9tood irordcalfyy afiifhe hadwid. Indulge all r he 
Jileasures to which your corrufit affettionB or natural inclination* 
lead ; but know thou, Ife assured ofihis^ that for all these [things} 
God will bring thee into judgntent j let this strike an atue ufioh 

10 thy sfiirits^ and engage thee to be religious. Therefore remove 
sorrow, or indignation^ in allusion to the pride and haughtiness qf 

, youth in despising the religious advices of their friends^ from thy 
heatt, and put away evi! from thy flesh ; the indulgence ofirreg'* 
ular appetites andfieslily lusts : for childhood and youtd [ure] 
Vanity ; exposed to many strong temptations^ very precarious^ and 
may soon come to a period ; therefore by serious religion remove 
evil and sorrottfjrom thee, and remember thy Creator in the days qf 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nighp 
when thou shalt sayj I have no pleasure in them, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T E T US cultivate And manifest that liberal disposition, which 
ii.J Solomon in this chapter recommends by such weighty argu- 
thents. Let us abound in adts of kindness, according to the abili- 
ties God has giveti Us, and not think that lost which is given away : 
though its return may be slow, yet it will be sure and happ/. We 
know not what evil is before us. Covetous people think this a 
strange argument for charity ; they urge it for saving, ' 1 may want 
myself;* but this is no wisdom in Solomon *s opinion, for by charity 
ive secure something, and may expect the kindness of men, but 
particularly the care of Providence in future calamities. We should 
observe the clouds, they do not hoard up their stores and grow 
bigger and bigger, but empty themselves and make the earth fruit- 
ful. Our opportunities will soon be over, and our future state fixed : 
and our being charitable or covetous will have a great influenee 
upon it. Let us not therefore plead those idle exctises Ivhich arc 
so common in the mouths of worldly men, but do good to all that 
Ive can, and trust Prbvidence with every future event j let us ndt be 
Wf'ary in well doing, for in due time we shall reap if we faint not, 

2. Let all, especially the young, seriously think of ahd prepafc 
for death and judgment, for they are most ready to forget it. How- 
ever pleasatit your path may be, and though light may shine arotind 
you on every side, yet remember the days of darkness ; you must 
expect your share of trouble and sorrow. Do not raise your ex- 
pectations too high, but be moderate in your pursuits and ehjoy- 
ftients ; affliction and death will certainly come j and qftcr death 
the judgment. Young people should recollect the vanity of child- 
hood atid youth ; what dangerous temptations surround them, ai\d 
how uncertain life Is ; and should consider the future judgment to 
correct their loVe of pleasure, and keep* them from sensual mirth. 
But if they will despise the advice of their friends, and walk in l^e 
way of their own hearts, they will bring evil upon their flesh and 
sorrow upon their souls, and will have a dreadful account to give at 
last. Let us all therefore, seeing we look for such things^ be diligem^ 
that we may be found of him in peace at his appearing. 
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ECCLESIASTES. XII. ICS 

CHAP. xn. 

Momon here recommends piety to young people^ from a view of the in- 
Jirmitiea rf approaching age^^ and the prospect of sudden death ; 
and urges a regard to what he fiad been saying from his own wisdom 
end carCy and the excellency qf such kind of writings : and concludes 
with recommending religion as what was absolutely necessary to 
come off well in the future judgment. This chapter is improperly 
divided from the former ^ the last verse of which is connected with 
the beginning qf this ; the most effectual method to put away evil 
and sorrow^ and to relieve the vanity qf childhood and youthy i» 
v>hat he here exhorts to, 

1 "D EMEMBER now thy Creator, think qf him, fear y and serve 
Xv himy in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, that is J the days of old agCy which are fill of trouble and sor» 
Towy nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 

2 pleasure in them ; While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or 
the stars be not darkened, before the comforts qf life are obscured 
by the dulness of the senses ; nor the clouds return after the 
rain ; when one infimdty being removed, or a little abated, another 

3 succeeds, or the former returns : In the day when the keepers of 
the house, the hands, shall tremble, and the strong men, thelegSf 
shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are 
few, the teeth be loosened and drop out, and those that look out of 

4 the windows be darkened, that is, the sight be decayed ; And the 
doors shall be shut in the streets, when the mouth can hardly be 
opened to eat or speak, when the sound of the grinding is low, 
the digestion weak and disordered ; and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird, be easily awakened by every little noise, and rise 
early because his rest is broken, and all the daughters of music 
shall be brought low, the ear and voice shall fail, so that he can 

5 neither sing himself nor take pleasure in the music of others ; Also 
[when] they shall be afraid of [that which is] high, and fears 

» [shall be] in the way, when the spirits being broken, men grow 
timorous ; dare not venture on high places,stumble at every clod, and 
fear where no fvar is ; and the almond tree shall flourish, the hair 
shall grow white, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, if it but 
leap on them it shall put them into a fright, or out of humour ; and 
the desire shall fail, all appetite or relish for former pleasures be 
lost : because man goeth to his long home, is just dyings and the 
mourners go about the streets, every funeral reminds him of his 
own : i/ie next verse does not refhr to the consequences of old age, 
but is another argument for early piety, viz, that even in youth 

6 death may come suddenly : Or ever the silver cord, the white 
nervous substance on the back bone, on which the motion qf the 
lower parts depend, be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, that 
is, the brain, especially its ytllow covering ; or the pitcher be. 
broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, that 
19, the vital motion tf the heart and lungs (uq necessary to th€ ctr* 

Vol. V. ' O 
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cuiadon oj the blood) cea$e j so curUme is the contexture of tke 
human frame J that its life is as easily and as suddenly destroyed a& 
the motion of some com/ilex machine is stofified^ by Isosing a cord^ 

7 or breaking a bowl, or disordering a single wheel. Then shall ihe 
dust return to the earth as it was : and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it, to be fixed in its firofier everlasting abode. 
This is the end of human life^ and thus have I largely demonstrat-* 
ed the pro/ionition I set out ivith. 

8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher ; all ^isj vanity. 

9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, 
[and] set in order many proverbs ; this discourse is not a hasty 
fierformanecy but the result of deefi reflection and careful observo" 

10 tion. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words : and 
[that which was] written [was] upright, [even] words of truth \ 

11 he designed to please as far as he could consistent with truth. The 
words of the wise [are] as goads, and as nails fastened [byj the 
masters of assemblies, the words of the preacher are not only true 
but affecting ; like goads quickening us to duty ; or like nails that 
take fast holdy and leave an abiding impression upon the mindj 
when driven by the masters of assemblieSy the preachers qftriahj 
[which] are given from one shepherd ; an allusion to the master 
shepherd, who gives a goad to him that drives the plough, or a nail 
to him that is to repair a building ; so God, the great shepherd^ 
has teachers and officers under him ; no goadsj no nails, are like hie 

12 word. And further, by these, by what has been said already, mjr 
son, be admonished : of making many books [there is] no end ; 
/ could easily write large volumes (f these matters, but that is 7iced^ 
less, seeing things necessarily He in a narrow compass ; and much 
study [is] a weariness of the flesh y a man may tire himself, and 
waste his strength and spirits in search qf ruitural knowledge^ but 
never arrive at full satis/action, 

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter, my great 
design and the most important end of all I have said, viz. Fear 
God and keep his commandments : for this [is] the whole [dii-^ 
ty] of man j his whole duty and interest, for t/tis weighty reason, 

14 ninth which I conclude ; Yov God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret tiling, whether [it be] good, or 
whether [it be] evil ; though here all things come alike to ally our 
intentions as well as actions shall then be rewarded or pitnishedy ac- 
cording to their respective natures, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T ET ^oting people be entreated to attend to Solomon^s ad* 
i- ^ vice ; often to think of him who gave them their bein^, tp 
consider what duties they owe him, to make a sense of him famHiafr 
to their minds, and to live in his fear and love ; for this will solieii^ 
Ihe in&i^ties of age, or reconcile them to an early death. 
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• 

3. This beautiful description of the infirmities of old age may be 
serviceable to all ; particularly to old persons, to whom it ouglit to 
be ^imiliar^ and who should feel the force of every part ofthe de- 
•criptiotk. Oid age was the same in Solomon's days as in eurs ; its 
infirmities nothing but what are common to men, and therefore 
should be patiently home. Let us pity the aged, endeavour to 
make their burdens as light as possible) and not increase them by 
contempt or neglect. 

3. If all that Solomon has said of the vanity of the world does not 
convince us, great will be our folly and guilt ; we shall ere long 
know the truth of it by bitter experience, and be ashamed of not be- 
lieving him sooner. He has plainly proved the fact, and shown 
that it always was and will be fact. His conclusion? are' the result 
of divine inspiration, as wellais close observation of men and tliingps. 
\Ve are not put off with trite remarks, and what comes next to 
hand ; but have the strongest arguments methodically ranged, and 
all the arts of eloquence used to enforce his admonitions. There- 
fore let us believe that all is vanity, and act consistently with such a 
belief. Especially, 

4. Let us hear the conclusion of Jhe whole matter. It cannot be 
too often repeated : to stand in awe of God, worship him religious- 
ly, and observe all his commandments, is the whole of man. This 
knowledge is plain. To compose and read many books is needless. 
If the scriptures will not make ns wise, no other books will. Re- 
member that this ought to be the principal care of all, young and 
i^ld, rich and poor : for there is a day coming when every work and 
secret thing shall be brought into judgment. And let us remember 
that we are then to give an account of what attention we have paid 
to this book) and what advantage we have gained by this illustratioa 
^it. 
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The SONG of SOLOMON * 



CHAP. I. 



1 T^ H E eong of songs, which [is] Solomon's. Liftt him kiss 
S X me with the kisses of his mouth : for thy love [is] better 

3 than wine. Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy 
name [is as] ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins 

4 love thee. Draw me, we will run after thee : the king hath 
brought me into his chambers : we will be glad and rejoice in 
thee, we will remember thy love more than wine : the upright 

5 love thee. I [am] black, but cqmely, O ye daughters of Jeru- 

6 salem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Look 
not upon me, because I [am] black, because the sun hath look* 
cd upon me : my mother^s children were angry with me ; they 
made me the keeper of the vineyards ; [hut] mine own vin^ 

. 7 yard have I not kept. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, 
•where thou feedest, where tliou makest [thy flock] to rest at 
Tioon : for why should I be as one th^t tumeth aside by the 
flocks of thy companions ? 
S If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way 
forth by the footsteps of the flock* and feed thy kids beside the 
9 shepherds' tents. I have compared thee, O my love, to a com- 

10 pany of horses in Pharaoh's chariots. Thy cheeks are comely 

1 1 with rows [of jewels,] thy neck with chains [of gold.] We will 
make thee borders of gold with studs of silver. 

12 Wliile the king [sitteth] at his table, my spikenard sendeth 

13 forth the smell thereof. A bundle of myrrh [is] my well belov- 

14 ed unto me ; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. My be* 
^ loved [is] unto me [as] a cluster of camphire in the vineyards 

1 5 of Engedi. Behold, thou [art] fair,iny love ; behold, thou [art] 

16 fair ; thou [hast] dove's eyes. Behold, thou [art] fair, ray be- 

17 loved, yea, pleasant: also our bed [is] green. The beams of 
our house [are] cedar, [and] our rafters of fir. 

• There is. neither exposition nor improwment of the chapters of this Book in Mr. Or- 
too*» ro^uscripts. Whatever might have been his opinion of the authenticity of that Book* 
or the propriety of admitting it into the sacred Canon, this I am well satisfied of, that k« 
thought it improper to be read or expounded either in poblic or In families. Edit. 
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CHAP. IL 

1 T [AM] the rose of SharoD, [and] the lily of the vallies. As 

2 JL the lily among thorns, so [is] my love among the daugh- 

3 ters. As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so [is] 
my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with 

4 great delight, and his fruit [was] sweet to my taste. He brought 
me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me [was] love. 

5 Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples : for I [am] 

6 sick of love. His left hand [is] under my head, and his right 

7 hand doth embrace me. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jeru- 
salem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not 
up, nor awake [my] love, till he please. 

» The Toice of my beloved ! behold, he comcth leaping upon 

9 the mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved is like a 

roc, or a young hart : behold, he standeth behind our wall, he 

looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lat- 

*0 tice. My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, 

1 1 my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the 

12 rain is over [and] gone ; The flowers appear on the earth*; the 
time of the singing [of birds] is come, and the voice of the tur- 

13 tie is heard in our land ; The ^g tree putteth forth her green 
figs, and the vines [with] the tender grape give a [good] smelL 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

U O my dove [that art] in the clefts of the rock, in the secret 
[places] of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice ; for sweet [is] thy voice, and thy countenance [is] 

1 5 comely. Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines : 
for our vines [have] tender grapes. 

16 My beloved, [is] mine, and I [am] his : he feedeth among 

17 the lilies. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn 
my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the 
mountains of Bether. 



CHAP. III. 

1 TJ Y night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth » 

2 JD I sought him, but I found him not. I will rise now, and 
go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek 
him whom my soul loveth : I sought him, but I found him not. 

3 The watchmen that go about the city, found me : [to whom 1 
said,] Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ? [It was] but a little 
that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul lov- 
eth : I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought 
him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that 

5 conceived me. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by 
the rocs, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor 
awake ^my] love, till he please. 



Digitized by 



Google 



XlO SOLOMON'3 SONG- IV. 

6 Who [is] this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillari 
of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all pow- 

7 ders of the merchant ? Behold his bed, which [is] Splonaan's ; 
three score valiant men [are] about it, of the valiant of Israel. 

S They all hold swords, [being] expert in war : every man [hath] 
9 his sword upon his thigh, because of fear in the night. King 

10 Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. He 
made the pillars thereof [of] silver, the bottom thereof [of] 
gold, the covering of it [of] purple, the midst thereof being 

1 1 paved [with] love, for the daughters of Jerusalem. Go forlhy 
O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the 
crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his es- 
pousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart. 



CHAP. IV. 

I Id EHOLD, thou [art] fair, my love ; behpld, thou [art] fair | 
X3 thou [hast] dove's eyes within thy locks : thy hair [is] a$ 

C a flock of goats, that fipppar from mount Gilead. Thy teeth 
[are] like a flock [of sheep that are even] shorn, which came up 
from the washing ; whereof every one bear twins, and none [is] 

3 barren among them. Thy lips [are] like ^ thread of scarlet, 
and thy speech [is] comely : thy temples [^re] like a piece of 

4 a pomegranate within thy locks. Thy neck [is] like th« tower 
of David builded for an armory, whereof there h!\^ng a thousand 

5 bucklers, all shields of mighty men. Thy two breasts [are] 
like two young roes that are twins, which feed among the lilies. 

6 Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, I will get me to 

7 the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense. Thou 

8 [art] all fair, my love ; [there is] no spot in thee. Come with 
me from Lebanon, [my] spouse, with me fix>in Lebanon : look 
from the top of A mana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 

9 from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leppar^s. Thou 
hast ravished my heart, my sister, [my] spouse ; thou hast rav* 
ishcd my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thf 

10 neck. How fair is thy love, my sister, [my] spouse I how 
much better is thy love than wine \ and the smell of thine oint- 

1 1 meius than all spices ! Thy lips, O [my] spouse, drop [•«} the 
honeycomb : honey and milk [are] under thy tongue ; and the 

12 smell of thy garments [is] like the smell of Lebanon. A gar- 
den inclosed [is] my sister, [my] spouse ; a spring shut up, a 

13 fountain sealed. Thy plants [are] an orchaixi of pomegranates, 

14 with pleasant fruits ; camphire with spikenard. Spikenard and 
saffron ; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense ; 

15 myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices : A fountain of gar- 
dens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon. 

16 Awake, O north wind ; and come thou south ; bk>\v upon mf 
garden, [that] the spices thereof may flow out. Let my belov- 
ed come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. 
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SOLOMON»s SONG. V, VI. Ill 

CHAP. V. 

1 T A M come into my garden, my sister, [my] 9p6u3e ) I have 
Jl gathered my myrrh with my spice ; I have eaten my honey- 
comb with my honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk : 
eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 

S I sleep, but my heart waketh : [it is] the voice of ray beloved 
that knocketh, [saying,] Open to me, my sister, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled : for my head is filled with dew, [and] my 

3 locks with the drops of the night. I have put off my coat ; how 
shall I put it on ? ' I have washed my feet ; how shall I defile 

4 them ? My beloved put in his hand by the hole [of the door,] 

5 and my bowels were moved for him. I rose up to open to my 
beloved ; and my hands dropped [with] myrrh, and my fingers 

i [with] sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. I 
opened to my beloved ; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, 
[and] was gone : my soul failed when he spake : I sought him, 
but I could not find him ; I called him, but he gave me no an- 

7 swer. The watchmen that went about the city found me, they 
smote me, they wounded me ; the keepers of the wallstook 

I away my veil from me. I charge you, O daughters of Jemsa1em# 
if ye find ray beloved, that ye leJl hioi, that I [am] sick of love. 

$ What [is] thy beloved more than [another] beloved, O thou 
fairest among women ? what [is] thy beloved more than [anoth« 

10 er] beloved, that thou dost so charge us ? My beloved [is] white 

1 1 and HKldy,. the chiefest among ten thousand. His head [is as] 
the most fine gold, his locks [are] bushy, [and] black as a raven. 

12 His eyes [are] as [the eyes] of doves by the rivers of waters^ 

13 washed with milk, [and] fidy set. His cheeks [are] as a bed of 
spices, [as] sweet flowers : his lips [like] lilies, dropping sweet 

14 smelling myrrh. His hands [are as] gold rings set with the 
beryl : his belly [is as] bright ivory overlaid [with] sapphires- 

15 His legs [are as] pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold i 

16 his countenance [is] as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His 
mouth [is] most sweet : yea, he [is] altogether lovely. This 
[is] my beloved, and this [is] my friend, O daughters of Jeru- 
salem* 



CHAP. VI. 

i 'IT Thither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among 

VV women ? whither is thy beloved turned aside ? that we 

3 may seek him with thee. My beloved is gone down into his 

garden, to the beds of spices ; to feed in the gardens, and to 
3 gather lilies. I [am] my beloved's, and my beloved [is] mine ; 

be feedeth among the Hlies. 
♦ Thou [art] beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah ; comely as Jeru- 
^ salem, terrible as [an army] with baxmers. Turn awmy tttne 
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/ 



eyes from me, for they have overcome me : thy haip [is] ai 

% a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. Thy teeth [are] as 

a flock of sheep which go up from the washiag, whereof every 

one beareth twins, and [there is] not one barren among tliem. 

^ As a piede of a pomegranate [are] thy temples within thy locks. 

8 There are thfee scoi'e queens, and four score concubines, and 

9 virgins without number. My dove, my undefiled is [but] one s 
she [is] the [only] one of her motheri sl>e [is] the choice [one] 
of her that bare her. The daughters salv her, and blessed her ; 
[yea,] the queens and the concubines, and they praised hep. 

10 Who [is] she [that] looketh forth as the moming, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, [and] terrible as an [army] with ban- 

1 1 ners ? I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of 
the valley, [and] to see whether the vine flourished, [and] the 

1 2 pomegranates budded. Or ever I was aware, my soul made me 

13 [like] the chariots of Amminadib. Returti, return, O Shula- 
mite ; return, return, that we may look upon thee. What will 
ye see in the Shulamite ? As it were the company of two 
armies. 



CHAP. VII. 

1 TT O W beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daugh* 
XJL ter ! the joints of thy thighs [are] like jewels, the work 

2 of the bands of a cunning workman. Thy navel [is like] a 
round goblet, [which] wanteth not liquor : thy belly [is 

3 like] an heap of wheat set about with lilies. Thy two breasts 

4 [are] like two young roes [that are] twins. Thy neck [is] as 
a tower of ivory ; thine eyes [like] the fish pools in Heshbon, 
by the gate of Bathrabbim : thy nose [is] as the tower of Leb- 

5 anon, which lookelh toward Damascus. Thine head upon thee 
[is] like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like purple ; the 

6 king [is] held in the galleries. How fair and how pleasant art 

7 thou, O love, for delights I This thy stature is like to a palm 
S tree, and thy breasts to clusters [of grapes.] I said, 1 will go 

up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the boughs thereof: now 
also, thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, and tKe smell of 
9 thy nose like apples ; And the roof of thy mouth like the best 
wine for my beloved, that goeth [down] sweetly, causing the 
lips of those that are asleep to speak. 
10 1 1 I [am] my beloved's, and his desire [is] toward me, Come» 
my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; let us lodge in the 

12 villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us see if 
the vine flourish, [whether] the tender grape appear, [and] the 

13 pomegranates bud forth : there will I give thee my loves. The 
mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates [are] all manner of 
pleasant [fruits,] new and old, [which] I have laid up for thect 
O ray beloved. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

1 /^ THAT thou [wert] as my brother, that sucked the 
\J. breasts of my mother ! (,T^'hen] I should find thee with- 

2 out, I x^\M ttissthee ; yea, I shotild ncf be despised. I Tvould 
le"arftfiee,t2i^dl "Bring thee into ihy m6(her*s house, fWho] would 
instruct me : I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the 

3 juice of my pomegranate. His left hand [shouW be] under my 

4 head, and his right hand shotik>MtTbrace me. I charge you, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake [my] 

5 love until he please. Wlio [is] this that cometh up from the wil- 
derness, leaning upon her beloved ?, I raised thee up under the 
apple tree : there thy mother brought thee forth : there she 
bwwght tfiee forth [that] bear thee. 

6 &t me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm t 
for love [ia] strong as death ; Jealousy [is] cruel as the grave t 
the coab thereof [arc] coals of fire, [which hath] a most ve- 

7 hement flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can 
the il«ods drown it : if a man would give all the substance of 
Ins house forlove^ it would utterly be contemned. 

I We have ^ little sister, and she hath iv> birasts : what shall 

9 we da for our aister in the day whea she shall be spoken for ? If 

ahe [be} a wall^ we will build upon her a palace of silver : and 

10 iC sh€ [be] a door» we will enclose her with boards of cedar. I 
i^m] a wall, ami my breasts like towers ; then was I in his eyes 

1 1 as oate that found ^wur. Solomon had a vineyard at Baalha- 
vagaqi : . be iet out the vineyard u&to keepers ; every one for 

12 . tbe fruit dieceof was to bring a thousand [pieces] of silver. My 
^rtfleyafd, .whicb* [is] mine, [is} before me : thou, O Solomon^ 
[nusthA^} i tliousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof 

13 two hundred. Thou thatdwcllest in the gardens, the compan- 
ions hearken to thy >-oice : cause me to hear [it.] 

H Make haste, my beloved,- and be thou like to a roe or to a 
young hart upon the mountains of spices. 

Vol. V. P 
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THE 

Book of the Prophet ISAIAH* 

INTRODUCTION. 

/ SJ I A H began to firofihety about ^ei>en hundred and drtffH/ears 
be/ore Chjruty and tontinued to exef-the his office in 'the reigns of 
Uzziah^ Jothanty MaZj Hezekiah^ and Manasseh^ by lohvm it is gen* 
eralty thought he was sawn asunder^ qfter a faithful discharge of his 
tffitefhr more than sixty yCetrs. He was contem/iorary with the pro- 
fihets hhsea^ Joel^ Amos^ and Mlcah^ He is remarkable for lofiiness 
^thought and style g his imkges are 0en borrowed from the afifien* 
dages of royalty y (which were findlistr to him^ being one tfthe royal 
family ;) and^re elegant ind rwble^ His pro/thedes^ especially of the 
Messtahy are so clear ^ mmuij^, and circumstantial^ that rhty might eft en 
keem to be rather narrative^ of things past^ than predictions of things 
to come ; hence he is c6mtkonly called the Evangeiktd prophet f and 
it is obsen>edj that there are more passages cited in the ^^ew Testinhent 
out of this one prophet j than out if all the others, Vf these prophecies^ 
the five first chapters are generally suftftosed to have been delivered 
in the reign of Uzziah, the Hxth in the reign qfJotham^ the follotfing 
chapters to the fifteenth^ in the reign tf AhaZy Otid the refhaindfr in 
that of Hezekiah, 

CHAP. I. 

Titis chapter contmns u severe remonstrance against the ingrattt^tde 
and corruptions qf the Jews in that age ; warm exhortations to 
repentance ; heavy threatenings to the impenitent / andy cfier pre* 
vious correctisnsy gracious premises qf better rimes. 

1 ^T^HE Tision of Isaiah, or^ the clear tHsccrvery that was made 

JL to Isaiah^ the son of AmoZf ivhich he saw concerning Ju- 
dah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jothamy Aliazt [and] 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. The prophet^ with a boldness and 
majesty becoming the herald oj the most High^ begins with ttUUng on 

2 the whole creation to attend when Jehovah speaks. Hear, O heav- 
ens, and give ear, O earth : for tlie Lord hath spoken, I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 

3 against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas- 
ter's crib : [but] Israel doth not know their relation t9 me, mf 
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people doth not conai<!er the great thhtgB that I have done Jhr 
4 them. Ah sinful nation ! an exfirewon qffvonder^ anger y gtirf, 
and shame^ a people laden with iniquity, guiity qf great and hein^ 
out «ffi«, a seed of evil doers, a generaticm treading in the 9tefi9 of 
their forefithers^ children that are corrupters, or destroyers, doth 
of themseivea and others : they have forsaken the LoRp, thejr 
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone 
away bacHward, grown worse and worsej and insotenfly turned 
$ their backs tifion me. Why shoukl ye be stricken any more ? 
y^ ¥dll revolt more and more ; intimating that corrections were 
intended fbr their amendment j but that when found ineffecttuU God 
would cease to use them > the whole head is sick, and the whole 

6 heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head [there 
is] no soundness in it ; [but] wounds, and bruises, and putrify- 
ing sores : they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment ; the whole, state is corru/it, and no at* 

7 tempts are made for reformation. Therefore Your country [is] 
desolate, your cities [are] burned with fire : your land, stran-. 
gers devour it in your presence, and [it is] desolate, as over* 

$ thrown by strangers.* And the daughter of Zion, that is, Je- 
rusalem^ is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden 
of cucumbers, as a besieged city ; it is contemfidble, like a mean 
hut in a vineyard, which is not regarded when the vintage ie over ; 
or rather, like a besieged city ^ from which every one is glad' to flee, 

9 Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small rem- 
nant, a Jew good men, we ^ould have been aa Sodom, [and] we 
should have been like unto Gomorrah^ entirety swaUowed uftand 
destroyed, 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear 
unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah, ye who are 

11 like them in wickedness. To what purpose [is] the multitude of 
your sacrifices unto me ? saith the Lord : I am full of the burnt 
offerings of rai^s, and the fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not 

12 in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye 
come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, 
to tread my courts I who hath required such^kind of attendance 

13 without sincerity and a fdou9 di^/iosition ? Bring no more vain ob*- 
latiorts } incense ia an abomination unto- me ; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; 

U [it is] iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new mootit 
and your iqipoinled &asts my soul hateth : they are a trouble 

15 unto me ; I am weary ta bear [them.] And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I wiH hide mine eyes from you : yea, when 
ye make many pmyer^, I will not hear, nor regard your services : 
your hands are &llof blood i cruelty, oppression, and murder are 
found among you, 

W Therefore, if you hf^ie for acceptance^ Wash ye, make you 
clean ; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes ;, 

• Thii wai probably ottered in the rciin of Aha*, or when Jerossacm was besieged h%, 
Sp»acherH>. ^^ 

t * 
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17 cease to do evil ; LeacQ to do wtU ; s^k j\idgip«pt» ri^IicTe the 

18 oppressed, judge the fatberlesS) pUad for the widow. Coioe 
now> aod let us reason together} and accomniodate the difference 
tfuLt i9bett)een xuy saith the Lord : though jour J,}ns be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow j though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool ; your aina ahaU be fully pardoned : 

19 and not only 90^ buty If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat 
£0 the good of the land, enjoy all aorta of temfioraX bleaainga : But if 

ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword : for 
the mouth of the Lord ha^h spoken [it.] 

2 1 How is the faithful city becpme an harlot ?* it was full of 
judgment ; righteousness lo4ged in it, in the time of David and 
Solomon ; but now niurderers, and C6?iseguen(ly many other hein* 

S2 oua criminals. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed 
with water ; corru/ition ia mingled with every thing Chat is good : 

^3 Thy princes [are] rebellious against Gody and companions of 
thieves, unjust to men : every one loveth gifts, and followeth ^f- 
ter rewards : they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the 
cause of the widow come unto them ; they refuse to do right to 

24 those that cannot bribe them. Therefore saith the Lord, the 
Lord of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease met 

25 of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies : And I 
will turn my hand upon thee, to fiimish those things vjhich I have 
connived at before^ and purely purge away thy dross, and take 

?6 away all thy tin, separate the bad from the good : And ajter the 
captivity I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy coun- 
sellors as at the beginning, as in the time of the judges : after- 
ward thou Shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faith- 

27 ful city. Zion shall be redeemed, or saved^ with judgment, and 
her converts, those that return from the captiinty^ with righteous- 

38 ness. And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners 
[shall be] together, and they that forsake the Lord sliall be 

29 consumed. For they sliall be ashamed of the oaks which ye 
have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye 
have chosen ; they shall be ashamed and confounded when they 
see that their gods which were worshipped in groves and gar-' 

30 dens^ cannot save them. For om ye have sinned under oaks 
and in gardens^ so ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as 
a garden that hath no water, deprived of all your enjoyments and 

3 1 delights. And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it 
as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall 
quench [them ;] the makers and the worshippers of idols shall be 
easily consumed by my judgntents^ yea^ their work shall be as a 
sparky that is the instrument of consundng them, 

• Cities are ofren reprefnted by women. Teru>alem was once a faithful betrothed vlr* 
gin \ the covenant between her and God was faithfiiUy kept. 

t An expression ukea from fflen* who find ease in veat ng tfaeir anger and ponuldac 
incorrigible oicndcrk 
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REFLECTIONS: 

!. "^^ATIONAL sins bring national jwjgmenls. This chap- 
JL^ ter coniains a beautiful and strong description of the wick- 
edness of Israel, aggravated by all the greab things which Cod had 
done for them ; who, not being reformed by corrections, should be 
awfully punished ; and neither their holy nor royal city should se- 
cure them. Corruptions of the body politic, like the cancer or 
leprosy spreading over the natural body, are exceeding dangcrotis 
and loathsome, and will end in death ; the few good men that re- 
main preserve it. This calls for our humiliation, lest, resembling 
Israel in guilt, we should suffer like them. Let us labour to be 
ourselves of the remnant, and increase the number of those who 
stand in the gap. 

2. How dangerous is it to rest in the externals of religion, while 
obedience is wanting. This people were punctual in their sacrifices 
and ritual observances ; they kept their feasts, and prayed ; yea, 
made many prayers, and spread forth their hands, to show their 
earnestness. But Cod would not hear ; yea, he was greatly dis- 
pleased, even by^their religious cxeixises, because they continued 
wicked. If men are ever so zealous for the forms of religion, yet 
arc destitute of the power of it, violate the laws of God, injure and 
oppress their brethren, all their prayers and services arc hypocrisy. 
He that tumeih uway Ms ear from hearing the latv^ shall find tliat 
God vnU turn away hit ear from hearing hisjirayer, 

3. We see the grace of Cod in inviting sinners to return to him, 
and the happy consequences of such returns. What ample encour- 
agement is fiere given to this wicked people I Scarlet and crimson 
sins shall be pardoned, peace restored, and public blessings continu- 
ed, if they will turn to God, be obedient to his laws, and willing and 
cheerful in his ser>ice. Thus does Cod reason the case with sin- 
ners now ; thus does he promise them mercy upon their repent- 
ance ; and if they will not hear,* their condemnation will be right- 
eous, and God will be justified when he judgeth them. 



CHAP. 11. 

ra» chafiter begins with a firofiheey of the establishment of the gosfiety 
and then firoceeds to foretell the destruction of the Israelites for 
their idoiatry^ referring princifially to the ca/itivity, 

1 nnHE word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning 

2 X Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, the days of the Messiah^ under the christian cHs/iensO" 
tim, [that] the mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it ; the christian church 
thall be plant edy become consfiicuouSy and be firmly established'^ as on 
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3 the tofi of a mountain. And many people shall go and say 
Come ye, and let us go up to the tnountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacobs ; and he will teach us of his way9» 
find we will walk in his paths ; an atlmion to the Jeios htmting 
one another to the great Jcasts ; tbu^ shall they join themselven to 
fhe christian churchy and invite others to do *o, ; for out of Zion 
shall ga forth the law, atul the word of the Lokd from Jerusa^ 

4 iem, thegos/iel shall bejirst published there. And he shall judge 
among the nations by Ins word and firovidence^ and shall rebuke 
many people : and they shall beat their swords into plough* 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks : nation shall not 
lift up sword against natio;), neither shall they learn war any 
more j r^erring to tfifi fieaceable tendency of the gosfiel^ and the 

5 union between Jews and Gentiles in the latter days. O house of 
Jaco\^ come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord ; the 
Jews in those days shall be invited to receive and im/irove this gra-* 
ciovs dispensation^ 

6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacobs 
because they he replenished from the east, and [are] soothsay- 
ers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the chil- 
dren of strangers, with the idolatry and superstitious practices ^ 
the heathen ; glad of any strangers to leach them> a new kind of 

T idolatry. Their land alsa is full of silver ^nd g^d, unjustly got-^ 
ten, and abused, neither [is there any] end of their ti^asures ; 
their land is also full of horses, which nnis contrary to the law^ 
S neither [is there any] end of their chariots- Their land also is 
full of idols ; they worship the work of their own hands, that 
9 which their own fingers have made : And the mean, man bow- 
eth dowo^ and the great man humbleth himself; men ofaU ranks 
and degrees gtue themselves up to stupid idolatry ; therefore for-t: 
give them not, tbaf is, th^y shall not be forgivfn. Then follow^ 
the description of /he; r heing carried into captivity^ a^d bif thai 
maans eured^ of their idolatry, 

10 Enter into the rork, that is, ye shall enter into it, and hide thef^ 
in tlu' dust, in order to concrc/ y ourselves, for fear of the Lord^ 
and^r the glory of his majesty ; * when he ariseth to strike fht 

\ \ earth ivith !nror** The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, 
and the haughtiness of men shall b j bowed down, and the Lopix 
alone shall be exalted in that day ; the impotence of idols shall be 

K2 demonstrated in the destruction rf their worshippers. For ike day 
of the Lord of hosts, the day of his vengeance, [sballbe] upon every 
[one that is] proiirf and lofty, and upon every [one that is} lifted 

13 up ; and he shall be brought low : And upon all the cedars of 
Lebanon, [that are] high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of 

14 Bashan, And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the 

15 hills [that are] lifted up. And upon every higli tower, and upon 
every fenced wall ; either literally, because their idolatries were 
practised on high places, or figuratively, on thdr great men. ami- 

• Low th. 
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is magistrates ; And upon all the ships of Tarsbi^, and updn all 
pleasant pictures ; ufion their trading MfiSj and the eurioMtieM 

17 they imfiorted. And the lofllness of man shall be bowed downi 
and the haughtiness of men shall be made low : and the Lor& 

18 alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols he shall ut- 

19 terly abolish. And they^ Me i(/o/a/r^i/# /^rar/z/^A, shall go into 
the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for iear 
of the Lord, and lor the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth 
to shake terribly the. earth ; vihen he cause ft great comrngtions and 

20 troubles in the land* In that day a roan shall cast his iddls of 
silver, and his idols of gold, which they made [each one] for 
himself to worship, to tl>e moles and to the bats ; he ^hall bury 
them under ground^ or hide them in dark comers^ being ashamed of 

21 them as they were unabh to hci/i him; To gey into^the clefts of 
the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of hia majesty, when he ariseth to 

32 shake terribly the earth. Cease ye from man, whose breath 
[is] in his nostrils ; for wherein is he to be accented of ? -i 
general caution to cease from man ; or fierhafia it refers to Heze* 
kiah^ in whose grave thdr prosperity^ and almost all their retigion 
too, tifas buried. This verse should firo/ierly Itavc began the next 
c/io/iter, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTO W thankfully should we improve the light and ad- 
Xn vantages afforded us by the gospel ! This prophecy has 
been accomplished, Christianity has been preached, established, 
and secured against oppression. This nation hath flowed to it : 
we were once darkness, but now walk in the light of the Lord. 
"What a delightful idea of religion I We here seethe end of onli- 
nances, and what should be our view in attending upon them. We 
should come to learn in order to practise, to help each other for- 
ward, excite one another to a christian behaviour, and firovokc 
me another to love and to good works. 

2. See how easily God can humble the proud by his judgments, 
and make them sick of what they are most fond of. Pride is the 
reigning sin in the human heart ; against this the judgments of 
God are peculiarly levelled, and when they come they will appear 
terrible to those that defied them. The dearest lusts wrll be looked 
upon with abhorrence, and the most precious idols rejected ^ith 
disdain. Gold or silver unjustly gotten, or covetously hoarded, 
will be grievous to the possessor, and the pleasant pictures of which 
men are fond will be thrown away with contempt ; yea, the nice 
and delicate will be glad to run into the caves of the earth, when 
God brings an enemy into the land. But especially at the grcht 
day, when the kings of the earth and the rich men shall hide ihcni^ 
selves in dens and caves, and say unto the rocks, J'all on us^ ami hide 
us from the face of him that utteth on the throne ^ and fn^vi t-he wrath 
•fthtLamb, 
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* 5. The (Consideration of men's fraffty and mortality should mod* 
w*ate oup dependence upon them and afFcction to them. The 
j^reatest and proudest are not secure ; when judgments come> 
princes and kings will die like other men. Let us consider this, 
as a motive to cease from them, and not unreasonably to fear their 
power or court their favour. We should not place too much con* 
fidcnce in any meh, even the wisest and best, fbrthey are dying 
ci*caturcs J and the higher our expectations are raised, the greater 
win be our disappointment* Ha/tfiy iai'^^etnan that hath tfie God of 
Jacdb for ii^ help^ wito Uveth and r eigne tk -for ever and ever. 



•CHAP. III. CHAP. IV. V. 1. 

ThtB Chaftter coh tains d /ifo/thecy of the calamtiea that should tome 
' upon the Jevsn in the declensibn qf their state ; particularly of theif^ 
cafttivity, 7%ere h a rejerente in'tfiis to the former chapter, 

1 XT^OR, behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth take away 
X^ from Jentsalem and from Judnh, amidst the confusion that 
Mhallfollow^and eap^cially at the degi (^ Jerusalem^ the stay and the 

t staff, the whole stay .of bread, and the whole stay of water, Th* 
mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, 
and the prudent, and the ancient, many of ^such shall be carried 

4 a^oay in the cafitiyity^ The captain of fifty, and the honourable 
man, and>the eoiinsellor, and the cxmning artificer, and the elo-> 

4 queirt orator. And I will give chtWren [to be] their princes, 
and habcsi persons of no undertsantKng or capacity^ shall' nile 

5 over them. ' And the people shall be oppressed, every one by 
another, and e^ery'oneby his neighbour : the child shall behave 
himself proudly agamst the ancient, and the base agttinst the 
honourable ; seditious people shod insult those that are in pov>er. 

4 When a msm shall take hold of his brother of the house of 
his father, [saying,] Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and 
[let] this ruin [be] under thy hand ; the government and mag' 
istracy shall go a beggings any body that shall have but a good 
coat^ shall be urged to be a ruler ^ and to undertake the prevention 

7 of the ruin coming upon them. In that day shall he swear, say- 
ing, I will not he an healer ; for in my house [is] neither bread 
nor clothing : make me not a ruler of the people ; / have nei^ 
ther ability for^ nor will I expose myself to the danger of the office, 

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen : because their 
tongue and their doings [are] against the Lord, to provoke the 

9 eyes of his glory. The show of their countenance doth witness 
against them ; and they declare their sin as Sodom, that i>, m 
the most impudent manner^ they hide [it] not. Wo unto their 
sonl ! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves. 

JO Say ye to the righteous, that [it shall be] well [with him :1 
\ I for they shall cat the fruit of their doings. Wo unto the wicked ! 
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[it shall bo] ill [with him:] for t^e reward of his hands shell 
be given himi a command to the firieats and JLcvitea to say ifint 
in their sermons to the fieofUe, 

12 [As for] my people, children [are] their oppressors, and 
women rule over them ; fiernona of weak understanding and 
effeminate sfdritB : O my people, they which lead thee, cause 

13 [thee] to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. The Loan stand- 
etli up to plead, and standeth to judge the people, the pour and 

U the ofipreased. The Lord will enter into judgment with the 
ancients of his people, and the princes thereof, for ye have eaten 
up the vineyard ; the spoil of the poor [is] in your houses. 

15 What mean ye [that] ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the 
faces of the poor, treat them in the moat cruel and inhuman man* 
ner ? saith the Lord God of hosts. 

16 Moreover the Lord saith. Because the daughters of Zion are 
haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, 
walking and mincing [as] they go, and making a tinkling witli 

17 their feet :• Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the 
crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will 
discover their secret parts ; they shall be reduced to raga that 
cannot cover their nakedneaa^ or be led captive nakedy according to 

18 (Ae cruel usage of eaatem countries. In that day the Lord will 
take away the bravery of [their] tinkling ornaments [about their 
feet,] and [their] cauls, and [their] round tires like the moon, 

19 20 The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, The bonnets, 
and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tab- 

2 1 23 lets, and the earrings, The rings, and nose jewels, The 
changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, 

23 and the crisping pins. The glasses, and the fine linen, and the 

24 hoods, and the veils. And it shall come to pass, [that] instead 
of sweet smell there shall be stink ; and instead of a girdle a 
rent ; and instead of well set hair baldness : and instead of a 
stomacher a girding of sackcloth ; [and] burning instead of 
beauty ; they ahall be aun burnt in conaeguence of being made 
alavea.i 

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. 

26 And her g^tes shall lament and mourn, because there are no 
passengers to go through them : and she [being] desolate shall 
sit upon the ground, as mourners used to do. 

1 Chap. IV. And in that day seven women shall take hold 
of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our 
own apparel : only let us be called by thy name to take awa/ 
our reproach ; notwithstanding the natural reserve of the seXy they 
shall solicit to be married^ and be content to maintain themselves. 
This must have been peculiarly grating to ladies of so much delicacy ^ 
hixury, and pride. 

* llili rcfm to the ornaments worn about tiidr tndei, which are ttill nted by t^ eai*^ 
•n bdttct ; and it it recknocd a mark of polite ami Ueiicate «dccatioo lo know how to m^k* 
» oolse with tbem, by striking one foot against the otb«r. 

t Ste Bp. L«wth's Itaia^for a ii|orc jast vA btfatttlfal translation of these ^arUcvlarai 

VouV. Q ^ 
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REFLECTIONS. 

I. /^B SERVE from hcncc^ how much all our national com- 

v^ forts and blessings depend upon God. Bread and water, 

the lives of princes, statesmen, judges, officers, and aU their skill, 

. courage, wisdom, and eloquence ; he can easily take away any, er 
All of these, by death, or captivity ; or disable them from being of 
any further service to the public. He can destroy union among the 

■ people, and give them up to faction or sedition. Let this teach us 
not to be confident of the contini^ance of any of our public blessings. 
7Jie Lord givtthy and the Lord (aketh away } blessed be the name ^ 

. $he Lord, 

2. National judgments are different in their consequences upon 
diffisrent persons, accot^ng as their characters are. // shali 
be well with the righteous^ at all adventures. God commands his 
]N*ophets to tell them so ; they have abundant comfort amidst alt 
their fears and alarms. They have the joyful teslimoay of con-' 
science, and the hope of a glorious reward hereafter. But it shaU 
be ill with the wicked ,• judgments peculiarly heavy shall fall upon 
(hem : or, however prosperous they may be here, the reward oj 
tlieir hands ehaU hereafter be grx^en them. They need nothing else 
to make them thoroughly miserable than to be left to the conse-' 
qiiences of their own foUy. 

3^ We are here taught, that cruelty to the poor is peculiarly 
displeasing to God, and that he will severely avenge it. There are 
many oppressive landlords, creditors, and masters, who abuse those 
that are under their power. Many who enrich themselves by the 
spoils of their neighbours ; who tyrannize oVer workmen, aod 
i^^se them a just allowance for their labour ; but God will stetui 
nfi and plead for such as we th«s oppressed : and haughty op* 
pressive people will da well to consider in time what they will do 
mfhen God ri^es m/4, and when he judges what they will answer. 

4. I^t the daughters of Britain learn how odious pride, luxury, 
and extravagance of dress are to God, and how they increase the 
guilt of a nation. It is very likely that the daughters of Zieii 
thought Isaiah a very rude and unpolite man in reproving ^em for 
their dress ; but he had good authority for so doing, the Lord saith. 
And his being so paiticulap is a plain intimation how nice and curi-^ 
Ous they were about their dress, how much time and money 
they spent upon it, which might have been better employed ; how 

^much they delighted in finery, so that it engrossed their thoughts 
and conversation. Ministers therefore, having so good an authori* 
t}s should caution young women against this vice ; which shows a 
proud, weak mind, generally defeats the very end proposed by it, 
offends God, and contributes to national judgments. They should 
be as clean and neat as possible ; but not nice and curious. They 
should not waste their precious moments in following every fan- 
tastic fashion, lest their delicacy be followed by servitude, poverty, 
nakedness, and disgrace* Those will h» yfojp^t able io bew any one 
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«ftiie^»who have be«a devoted to the follies of dress, expected 
much waiting oo, ^tid have been averse to any thing like labour : 
hear the words of the apostle^ i Peter iii. 3, 4. JV^se adaming let 
it not be that offdaitmg the hair^ but a meek and quiet ^ritj which 
in the 9ight qf God is qf great firice. 



CHAP. IV. 2, to the end. CHAP. V. t^-8. 

4fter the ftrqfthecy of the caUmdtiee of Zsr^el^ Isaiah ftroceeda to /breteU 
the gioryo/ths Messiah's kingdom, 

2 T N that day shall the branch of the Lorp> thr Messiah^ be 
X beautiful and glorious in the sight qfOod and aH good men^ 
and the fruit of the earth [shall be] excellent and comely for 
them that are escaped of Israel» vho shall escafie the destruction 

3 btfore mentioned^ and be converted by the gosfiel. And it shall 
come to pass, [that he that is] left in Zdon, and [he that] rt- 
msaneth in Jeruaalevi, shall be called holy, that isj the Jirst eon- 
•verts to Christianity shall be eminently sOy [even] every one that 
tfi written among the living in Jerusalem, or, in the JLamb*s book 

4 of life ; an allusion to the Jewsh registers of familit^: When the 
Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem, their murders and 
ofifiressUme^ esfiecially slaying the /trofihets and the Messiah^ from 
the midst thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of 
burning ; by his holy spirit firoducing purity and zeal among them, 

5 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mqunt 
Zion, and upon her aesemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and 
the shining of a flaming fire by night : 'for upon all the glory 
[shall be] a defence ; when he shall have thus purged them^ he 
will manifest his fiower in firotsctmg their fandUes ctnd' f daces qf 
worMp, litre is nothing said about thf tem/ilcy but an alfu^on to 
the fuUar qf cloudy whereby God intimates that he would fireservs 

I and ftroiecl them in a glorious mqnner. And there shall be a 
tabernacle for a^ shadow in the day time frarn the heat, and fof 
a pi ice of reftige, and for a covert from storm and from rain ; 
an allusion to the tents which travellers carried with them in the 
casff which they used when they passed over the deserts ; and it 
intimates that God would be their defence in all extremities. The 
prophet then dfiscribes the ^ngraiitude and unfruitfulness of the 
Jewsy as a reason why God sent his judgments u/ion them. He be^ 
gins with representing in a beautiful parable^ God*s lender care of 
ifis people^ and their unworthy returns to his goodness, 

I Crap. V. Nqw will I sing to my well beloved, that i>, to 
Christy to whom the care qf the Jewish ehurch was committed^ and 
which is qften represented as a vineyard^ a song of my beloved 
touching his vineyard : My well beloved hath a vineyard in a 

\ Tery fruiUul hill : And he fenced iti apd gathered out the stones 
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thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a ttcmrer 
in the midst of it, ftrr the wfe and convenient residence of the 
keeftevy (firobably rejerring to the temfile^) and ilso made a wine 
press therein, removed all the hindrancety and gave all the meana 
of fruitfulne98 : and he looked that it should bring: forth grapes, 
Z and it brought forth wild grapes, or fioisonou9 berries. And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I 
pray you, belwixt me and my vineyard ; though yourselves are 

4 fiariiesy the case is so filain^ that Heave U to your judgment. What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it ? hath any thing been wanting on my fiart P wherefore, 
when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes ? hom can this disafifiointment be accounted for f 

5 And now, go to, or rather ^ come now^ and I will tell you what I 
will do to my vineyard : I will take away the hedge thereof^ and 
it shall be eaten up ; [and] break down the wall thereof, and it 
shall be trodden down ; / will quite withdraw my protection^ and 
give Israel uft as a prey to their enemies ; their state and church 

6 shall be quite ruined : And I will lay it waste : it shall not be 
pruned, nor digged ; but there shall come up briars and thorns : 
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it : 
they shall lose all their outward blessings and spiritual privileges, 

7 Then comes the explanation of the parable .• For the vineyard of 
the Loan of hosts [is] the house of Israel, and the men of Ju- 
dah his pleasant plant ; a country in which he took delight^ and did 
more for its inhabitants than fir any other people : and he looked 
for judgment, but behold oppression ; for righteousness, but be- 
hold a cry ; of the opftressed^ to men for help^ and to God for ven^ 
geance, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T )\7 E have great cause to be thankful felr our national bless- 
VV in^s. No nation upon earth hat more reason to 
apply these things to themselves than we have. God hath taken 
care of us as his vineyard, hath given i/s ail desirable blessings, tem- 
pbral and spiritual. Christ, the branch, hath as it were sprung up 
among us, and we enjoy the glorious fruits of it in the gospel of 
peace. We have the protection of heaven on our dwelling places ; 
and, what deserves our especial thankfulness, on our solemn assem- 
blies ; upon every thing that is the glory of our land the Lord hath 
created a defince. Let us seriously reflect how valuable these bless- 
ings are, and how few enjoy them, that we may be inspired with 
sentiments of gratitude to God. Nevertheless, 

2. We should be very cautious and watchful, lest we forfeit these 
blessings. The end for which they were given and are continued 
to us is, that we may befruiffUl : it is the design of all to make us 
holy and obedient. Let this then be our aim ; for no lasting hap* 
piness can be expected till the filth qf our land be purged away ; and 
that will not be, without the spirit oif judgment and burning) which 
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ire fthmild daily and earnestly implore. If we go on in sin, God 
maf justly deprive us of our privileges, and take the gospel away 
^XMn us. And vre must allow it to be just and reasonable that 
he should) for what opuld God have done more ? Therefore let us 
not be fdgh minded^ but fear. This parable is also applicable to par- 
ticular persons, and the advantages they enjoy. We have con- 
science) scripturei ordinances, and ministers ; if we are unfruitful, 
God will take away his grace ; deny the dews of his blessings ; and 
what was our inexcusable sin, wiU be our just and dreadful punish- 
ment, we shall be quite barren and useless. Let us labour therefore 
to answer and repay the divine cultivation, to have ourjhdt unto ho* 
kne^Sy and the end will be everlaeting Ufe. 



. >- OiAR V. 8, to tlie end. 

The /I J u/liHf yfai tkreatenM judgment* yfian^the nation^ firincl/ialiy re» 
ferring to the cafitivity ; and tpecifie* the particular »in9 for tohich 
God would ftunUh them, 

^ '\XTO unto them that join house to house, [that] lay field 

V V to field, who engroes all trade^ firq/ite^ and estates to them* 

setvesj from a ftrtnafde of ineatiable avarice^ and to the injury qf 

their neighbours^ till [there be] no place, that they may be placed 

9 alcme in the midst of the earth ! In mine ears [said] the Lord 
of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, [even] great 

10 and fair, without inhabitant Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah, 
that iSf but a tenth Part ; so that they shall have no corAfort in 

1 1 their houses and lands. Wo unto them that rise up early in the 
morning, [that] they may follow strong drink, that continue un- 
til night, [till] wine inflame them I who make a trade of drink* 
ingt and thu%maste their timcy their substance^ and their hfolth^ and 

13 inflame thei^ists and passions by it. And the harp, and the viol, 
the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their fea&ts: but they regard 
not the work of the Lo^mKi^^^HP^^^^^^i* ^^^ operation of his 
hands ; they delight in ttf/K anafffhure^ but regard neither the 

13 merciful nor afflictive dispensations <f Providence, Therefore 
my people are gone, that i>, they shall goy into captivity, be- 
cause [they have] no knowledge : and their honourable men 
[are] &mished, and their multitude dried up with thirst ; this 
was the case at the siege of Jerusalem^ and the devastation <f their 

1* country by the Chaldeans. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, 
and opened her mouth without measure : and their glory, and 
their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rcjoiceth, shall de- 
scend into it, like Korah and his company, A dreat^l imagCj to 

15 represent the suddenness and terror qf their destruction. And the 
mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be 
humbled, and the eyesof the lofty shall be humbled ; as they were 
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\% joined together in sin^ to 9hall ihetf be in fiunithment : But the 
i^BD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is ho- 
I7 shall be sanetified in righteousness ^ bis power and hoUne»9 
•hall be seen and magnified in the righteous judgments bronght 

\7 ufiw the wicked. Then shall the lambs feed sifter their manner ; 

the pious poor^ who are left in the iandy shall be supfiorted andpro^ 

tected ; and the waste places oC the &t ones shall strangers eat ; 

, strangers shall devour what the rich men got by covetousness and 

IS oppression. Wo unto them that draw iniquity with cords of 
vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope ; who set themselves 

19 seriously and resolutely about ity and encourage others in it : That 
say, Let him make speed, [and] hasten his work, that we 
may see [it :] and let the counsel of the Holy One of 
Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know [it (j who say 
that the profihetic threatenirigs aire all bugbears^ and that God can" 

20 not or will not do as they harve said. Wo un^thea^* tliat call 
evil j^ood, and good evil ; that put darkness for tight. Mid light 
for d.irkness ; that put bitter for sweet, aud «if t^tr&r bitter ( 
who confound the nature qf virtue and viccy contrary to their judg' 

21 men t and knowledge. Wo unto [them that are] wise in their 
own eyes, and prudent in their own sight, and so despise the 

22 Prophet's instructions I Wo unto [them that are] mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink ; v>ho 
drink a great deal wthout being disordtred^ and boast of it as an 

25 aecomptishtnent : Which justify the wicked for reward, and take 
away tl>c righteousness of the righteous from him, by condemn^ 

24 ing and punishing him ! Therefore as the fire devoureth the 
stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, [so] their root shall 
be as rottenness, and their blossoms shall go up as dust ; they 
shall be destroyed root and branchy like a tree rotten at the root z 
because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, anc) 

25 despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore is the 
anger of the Lord kindled against his people, and he hath 
stretched forth his hand against them, and ha^ smitten them : 
ami the hills did tremble, and their carcasses"were] torn, or, 
shall be as dung^ in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger 
is not turned away, but jH^andfis] stretched out still, he will 
yet take further vengc ar^mf^on nQmu 

26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, to tht 
CImideanfty and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth ; 
9ai\ behold, they shall come with speed swiftly ; he will collect 
thtm with the utmost casry as shepherds gather their sheep by 

2T whistling: None shall be wearjr nor stumble among them; 
none shall slumber nor sleep ; neither shall the girdle of their 
loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken ; he will 
strengthen them for their work^ and nothing shall hinder them in 

25 their march : Whose arrows [are] sharp, and all their bows 
bent, completely armed /or destruction ; their horses' hoofs shaU 
be counted Hive flint, they shall not be broken by the roughness q/ 
the roady and their wheels like a whirlwind, which intimates the 
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•^9 9f^^e9i <iff heir marehi^md^he 'Violence qf the attnck : Thdr 
roaring [shftll be] like a lioo, they shall rcm!r like young Uonsy 
yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shaU caiTy 
[it] away safe, aud none shall deliver [it,] ncithrr the Jevfs them* 

30 setvesj nor the Eg'y/iiianay whom they defiended ufion. And in 
that day they shall roar agamst them like the roaring of the 
sea ; and if [one] look unto the land, behold darkness [and] sor- 
row : and the light is darkened m tiie heavens thereof i every 
thing about them shall be terrible^ blacky and dismal, 

REFLECTIONS. 

FROM this chapter we are taught, that a sinful state is a wo- 
fol state, and should particularly attend to tlie awful woes 
denounced against some transgressors. • 

1 . Against those who are guiky of insatiable covetousness : a vice 
particularly prevalent in corporate towns, encouraged by their mo- 
nopolists, and pleaded for in defence of their rights. It appears in 
-^tng greedy of gain, opposing ' and undermining others of the 
same business, striving to get all trade to themselves, and artfullf 
depriving others of the means of supporting their families. It is 
^ust in God to disappoint such greedy persons, and to blast their en* 
«leavours ; at least, he will punish them hereafter for their avarice 
and cruelty. 

2. Let the votaries of riot and mirth attend to their doom, as 
here pi^nounced by the Almighty. Let drunkards hear and trem- 
•\Ae ; and know, that God will punish them who tarry long at the 

wine, though they can go home sober : the mispence of their sub- 
ttance and time, the tdflapmrng of their lust^ and passions by strong 
dnak, are sins with which he is hignly di^leaSed. Yea, let (hose 
who arc given to pleasure, and spend their time in mirth, gaming, 
•nd gay assemblies, which ought to be devoted to reading and * 
nrayer, consideiiog the works of God, and taking care of their fam- 
ilies, remember, that there is a wo against them, though they should 
»ot drink to excess. ^But, 

3. Th« most wicked and dangerous sinners are those who con- 
found the difference between good and evil. The difference is as 
great as between light and darkness ; -yea, as plain and evident to 
the mind, as the difference between light and darkness is to the eye, 
or that between sweet and bitter lo the taste. These are they who 
argue against the priacipfes and practice of religion, and nnsrepre- 
«ent the ways of God, gloss over the practices of sin, and labour to 
weaken the restraints of piety, and justify that whifeh is evil. As 
in thi& they act contrary to the light of nature and the convictions of 
conscience, their guilt is highly aggravated. 

4. We see upon the whole the ground of God's controversy with 
Bations : it is for these and such like sins aboimding in them, ani 

•particularly that which is at tl)e bottom of till, -v. 24, refusini^ to 
submit to his reproofs and receive his instnictions ; and despising 
the counsel of his messengers mkI the commands of his law* 
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These predictions were intended as wanunrs to Israel, and they ai^ 
written for our admonition ; that) if we desire the prosperity of our 
.country, and the salvation of our own soulsi we may live soberly ^ 
righteoudy^ and godly ^ in the present world. 



CHAP. , VI. 

ffcre is a new commiasion given to the firofihet^ to firomote his rev* 
crence for Godf his activity and perseverance in his work^ and to 
encourage him amidst the unsuccessfidness qf his ministry, 

1 TN* the year that king Uzziah died I saw also, in a dream^ 
\^ or a vision when awalce^ the Lord sitting upon a throne* 
high and lifted up, the Shekinah^ or glory of the Lord^ which was 
Christy (John xii. 41.) and his train, or skirts^ filled the temple. 

2 Above it, or beside it^ stood the seraphims ; an allusion to the cher^ 
ubim attending the ark / they are called sera/ihimsy or burnings^ to 
exfiress their holy nature and fervent zeal : each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twsun he did fly. This is very extiressive oftlieir 

reverence of Gody and their activity in executing his commands, 

3 And one cried unto another, alternately expressing their trans- 
ports of Zealand joy y and said, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lobd 
of hosts ; he is supremely and unchangeably holy in all his dispen- 
sations and judgments : the whole earth [is] full of his glory ; 
his perfections now shine in his works and providence ; but it shall 

4 be more so in gospel times. And the posts of the door moved at 
the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke» 
in token of , God's indignation agtnnst his people. 

5 Then said I, Wo [is] me ! for I am undone, orylam struck 
dumby because I [am] a man of unclean lips, I am a polluted 
sinful creaturcy unfit to be employed in any service for Gody and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts ; / have seen him in all 

6 his splendor and purity^ appearing as a judge. Then flew one 
of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 

7 [which] be had taken with the tongs from off the altar : And 
he laid [it] upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy 
Kps ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged ; 
this is a sign that thy guilt is pardonedy and that a commission is 
given thee to be a preacher and reprover to this people, 

i^ Alsp I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us ? Ife asked not for informationy but 
that Isaiah might willingly offer himself. Then said I, Here 
[am] I ; send me ; lam very willing to go now my incapacity is 

9 removed. And he said. Go, and tell this people, Hear ye, in- 
deed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not ; 
though I give you the means qf in0tructiony and lay before fou 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAIAH. VI. 12§ 

things mm worthy of seeing and hearings yet by my prophet I 
H) foretell that ye vnll not be affected with them. Make the heart of 
this people 6t, stupid and hardened^ that x>, declare that it shall 
be so ; be not wanting to instruct and reprove them, though t/as 
sfiould be the consequence ; and make their eara heavy, and shut 
their eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
cars, and understand with their heart, and convert and be heal- 
ed, or pardoned. Thus Jeremiah is said to build and destroy king* 
domsy and Ezekiel is said to destroy Jerusalem, because they fore ^ 

1 1 told that they should be destroyed. Then said I, Lord, how long 
shall this judgment, this judicial blindness continue ? And he 
answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate ; till utter 
destruction come upon them as a nation : referring to their de^ 

12 struction by the Romans, forty years after Christ* s time s And th« 
Lord have removed men far away, and [there be] a great for- 
saking in the midst of the land ; till many fee away, and others 
are carried cafitrve by the Romans, so that very few are left, 

13 But yet in it [shall be] a tenth, ortythe of the inhabitants, and [it] 
shall return to God, and shall be eaten, that is, be acceptable to 
him, as the tythe was eaten by the priest, and is called meat in his 
house : as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance [is] in 
them, when they cast [their leaves ;] like a tree that seems with* 
ered and dead in winter, yet is alive and shall sprout again : [sol 
the holy seed [shall bej the substance thereof ; those who em* 
brace t fie gospel shall preserve the nation from utter ruin, and at 
length it shall flourish again ; so that the Jews shall never be en» 
tirely cast off, but in due time be numbered again among God* 9 
people, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T £T us make this grand description of the Lord Jehovah 
I J familiar to our minds. He is exalted above all cherubims ; 
attended with an innumerable company of bright and holy beings. 
• Observe with what humility 9nd reverence they appear before him» 
covering their faces. With what ardour and zeal do they praise 
him ! with what activity and speed do they execute his commands ! 
May we engage in religious services with the same disposition I 
contemplate and adore him as superlatively holy ; and particularly 
think of him in this light when earthly kings die. In the year 
Uzziah died, who was upon the whole a good kingu and reigned 
very long, Isaiah saw this vision. It was comfortable, in such cir- 
cumstances, to reflect on the Lord as the King eternal dhd immor- 
tal ; and to think that he has committed all judgment to his Son» 
whose glory, as the image and representative of Jehovah, the 
prophet saw. 

2. When we seriously consider the infinite purity and holiness of 
God» ve may justly tremble before him. We are ready to think 
tm&A was very happy in such a sight as this ; but, exalted as bis 
V«uV. " R 
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geniuB and piety were, he cries cwt, Wo u me I fir t am undon^i 
We are all men of polluted lips ; have taid many rash and unhoi^r 
things ; are unfit to appear before the Lord, and unworthy to be 
employed as his 8ervan4s ; therefore it becomea us to« be afraid of 
his righteous displeasure, and to abase ourselves deeply before him* 
Qod is greatly to be feared^ and to be had in reverence of all them that 
draw nigh unto him, 

3. How honourable is it to be emploved for God, and how cheer* 
fully should we engage in his service ! It should be the great de-* 
fcire of all christians, as the servants of God, more especially of 
ministers) to have their inic[uity purged, their guilt removed, their 
inclinations to sin mortified, and to have a comfortabie sense of 
pardon and peace. We should all be willing to work for God ; and 
though the times may be bad, and we may meet with many dis-> 
couragements in our christian worl^ and see little hope of success in 
our endeavours to do good, yet still otir language should be. Here 
am /, Lord ; send me. It is honour enough to be employed for 
God, though our work should be unsuccessful. But this is an ad- 
ditional comfort, that our vfork is vnth the Lordy and we shall by no 
means lose the reward. 

4. What a deplorable condition is theirs, who hear the gospel, but 
are made worse by it. This is the case of the Jews ; and this pas-^ 
sage is quoted six timet in the New Ta&tament, and applied to them 
by Christ and his apostles. And it is the case of too many christians ; 
tl^y hear, but understand not ; will not apply their minds to con^ 
aider and attend to their own concern in it ; so that they continue in 
sin, and are not healed ; yea, they are given up to spirit«cd blinds 
Beas, and their hearts grow harder by their mtsimprovement of the 
means of grace. Let us beware that this case be not ours. It is 
indeed a very discouraging circumstance to ministers, that it is so 
common a case ; but there is this to bahnce it, that there is a holy 
seed, a pious remnant, that will hear, learn, and improve ; and that 
while the word of God is to sonte a savour of death tuito death, it is 
to others of life unto life, and they are a savour to God in both. 



CHAP. VII. 

77te design qfthis chafiter /t, to asnire the house of David, or royal 
family, that they should not be destroyed by the I ings of Syria and 
Jftrael, toho were confederate against them, but should befitanshed dy 
the king qf_ Assyria, in whom they trusted, 

1 /% N D it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, 
jUx, the son of Uzziah, king of JoKlah, [that] Rezin the king 
of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went 
up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail 

2 against it. And it was told the house of David, saying, Syri* 
is confederate with Ephraim. And hb heart was m0»W|l|ii 
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the htjart of his people, tfmt hj the rmfotfamtty^ as the trees of 

5 the ifrood are tn^vcd with the wind. Then said the LohdHhiIo 

' Isaiah, Golbrth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjaahub thf 

- -son^ vfh^i^e name mgnifits^ * tke rmtnant »hatt retutnf at the end 

' of thfe* conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's 

4 field ; ■ Atid say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet ; feAi* not, 
neither be faint hearted^ for the two tails of these dtnoking fire- 
brands, ior Ihe^erce anger of Rezin with SyriaJ and of the son 
oCHemaliah ; do not give ivay to anxiotie feara^ Jbr theae two 

5 kingn are ^t at tttfojirebranda which are aimoat consttmed, Be- 
cauieSyria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil 

• 6 tounsei aguhist thee, Sayings Let us go up against Judah, and 
vex it, and let us make a breach therein for usf and set a king 
in the midst of It, [even] the son of Talieal ; thm firete7tdtnf( to 
tire croiim ofJudahyOnd dtaignin^ to overthrow the house of David: 

7 Thus saith the Lord Oo*, It shall not Stand, n^her shall it 

8 come 10 pass, Fbr the^ hbad of Syri^ [is] Damascus^ and the 
head of DamascJUS [is] Hezin ; a* Damascus it the head city of 
Syria-f and Keiin t# the ftead or king of Damascun^ so they shall 
continue to de, and not advahde themsehesy and enlarge their terri* 
tories^ as they design ; and i^hin three sc^t^ and five years 

9 shall EpTiraim be broken, that it be not k people.* And the 
head of Ephraim, [is] Samaria, and the head, of Samaria [is] 
Rcmaliah's son. If yii will not believe) surety ye shall n^t be 
established ; if ye wkl t^i trust what Gbdsay'^'i and rely nflori him 
for deliverance^ hat seek out f6r fhreign sufiflof-ti fou shall liever 
prosper in any design for the setnring ycttt peace and comfort^ at 
it came to passy ^ Chrort. xxviii. 5J0, 

10 1 1 Moreover the Loab spake again unto Aha*, saying, Ask 
thee a sign of the Lord thy God, stttne miracle to ctm/irm the 
trufh of this prediction ; a-sk it either in the depth, or in the height 

12 above. B'lt Ahaz said, I will not Ask, neither will I tempt the 
Lord ; being secretly determined not to frnst Ptovidtnce^ but 
to seek help from the king of Assytia\ thertforefbr political teasons 
he would not a^k a sign f though he preiejided f*elifi'on and ki re- 

13 gard to 'God as the reason. And he said. Hear ft now, O house 
of David ? [Is it] a small thing for you to weary men, but will 
ye weary my Cod also ? This is not cnlp a slight to mcy bitt to 

14 the patience and kindness of God, Therefore the Lord him- 
self shall give you a sign, a dmthle s^gif, one^ that the house (ff 
David should Act be totally destroytdy the other^ that they should 
ttpeediiy be delivered ; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shaH call his name Imnnanuel ; hn illustrious 

15 prophecy of Christ, Htvenheless^ Butter and honey shall he eat, 
that he may know,^ or //// he knoii>s how^ ijo refuse the cvilj and 
choose the good, that isj he shall be bred up as other children are. 

* A/ecnrd'm%\f, From the firac ymr oT A%m, wbra ctiis confederacy nnn forine<I, and thin 

* <-y delivered, U wiivjiist •ixty five years to the rivenly wcond yVar of M miisEeh. when 
c^T Atayria carri^away the Utt of the ten tribe** audpl;4nted culonies of other naticnt 
r Awl. mmI pr^ifely >t6ok ManMith c$fitiv9 at the name time. It was biokrn from 
*^ ' ^kj dl^Biuer Assyrian kings, but not broken tiom baiog a people tiUiiow. 



k prgn^ly*^ 
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The land thaU continue iffruitfulneaM^ and be capfH^^ q/f n^uriefi^ 
ing Ue inhabUantSy till he is born ; and a* he is io 6$ bQrn ofihe 

16 house ofDavidy this is a sign that that house shall not fall. For be<» 
fore the child^ that isy this child that is now in my handy Shearjc* 
shub my sony v. 3, shall i&now to refuse the evil, and choose the 
good, the land that thou abnorrest, the land that thou carestfir. 
mth great concemy the land ofJudahy of which they have now got 
possessiony shall be forsaken of both her kings ; the king of ifyria 
and the kin§^ of Israely shall both be destroyed by the king of Assy ' 
riay and the two hundred thousand cajuives they have taken shall 
be restored by the influence of God vfion their minds ; according to 
the meaning of the name qfthe prophet* s son. See 2 Kings xv. 2§, 
30. xvi. 9, 

Neruertheless God will send a more terrible ene^ny upon them, 

1 7 because Ahaz will not trust Gody but seek help from Assyria : The 
Lord shall bring upon thee> and upon thy people, and upon thy 
Other's house, days that have not come, from the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah ; [even] the king of Assyria, to 

18 whom you have sought for help. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, [that] the Lord shall hiss for the fly that [i?] in the 
uttermost part of the nvers of Egypt, and for the lee that [is] 
in the land of Assyria ; the multitude (f their enemies shall be 
like swarms of flies or beesyfrom whi^h no ranky and no place shall 

\9 be secure,* And they shall co^ie,. and shall i*est all of them in 
the desolate vallies, and in the boles of the rocks, and upon all 
thorns, and upon all bushes ; overs/iread and make havoc k qfthe 

20 whole country. In the same day sl^all the Lord shave >vith a 
razor, that is hired, the Assyriansy whom thou hast hired to defend 
thecy [namely,] by them beyond the river Eufihratesy by the 
king of Assyria, the head, a^d the hair of the feet : and it shall 
also consume the beard ; he shall make a great and general de- 

% 1 struction. And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] a man 
shall nourish a young cow,, and two sheep, so few cattle shall be 

T2 left ; And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk [that] 
they shall give, by reason of t heir having so much room tofeedy 
on account 9/ the country being depoptUatedy that he shall eat 
butter : for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in 
the land ; they shall have no flesh to eat, neither corny wirte^ nor 
oily the produce of ctdtivaiiony but only milk and honeyy the gifts of 

3S nature. And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] every 
place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand 
silverlings, or shekdsy that /*, so much a year, it shall [even] be 
for briars and thorns } it sLall be wastedy and overrun with briars 

24 and thorns. With arrows and with bows shall [men] come 
thither, to destroy wild beasts or hunt for food ; because all the 

25 land shall become briars and thorns. And [on] all hills that 
shall be digged with the mattock, that i«, the choicest grounds 
that were used to be tilledy ami where the vineyards used to be 



f The AMyriant had con^orrcd £gy^ before t^t, uid bad van; 
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fihnted^ tbn^sball not corae thiUier the fear of briars and thorns ; 
but it sb^U be for the sencjim; forth of ox^n, and Ibr th«: tread- 
ing pf lesser cattle,;- ikere s/iuU be no hedge to defend them^ but 
the^ cattle thcdL graze upon ihem^ that u^ there s/taU be a geperai 
de^oiatUn of ail ihecounfrt/, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. ^XT E arefetre shown th^e necessity and advantage of faith 
V V in bed in troublesome and dangerous times. It is our 
duty to take heedi to be quiet, to rule our spirits, to command our 
passions, and have faith in God ; thtit is, to maintain a Brm belief 
pf his overruling Providence, and guard against that fear which 
bath torment. His words are true, bis declarations are faithful ; he 
knows bow to deliver firom the most formidable enemies ; let us 
therefore commit our way to the Lord^ tru^t also in him ; and thus 
shall we dwell nafelyyond be quiet from the f tar (f evil, 

2. Let us bless God that this sign is come to pass, and that this 
glorious prophecy of Christ is fulEUed ! He was born of the Virgin 
Mary ; his name was called Immanuel. God is witb us, dwelling 
inhuman nature, and at peace with us. We should thankfully re^ 
ceive him as the Messiah, who is to reign over the house of David, 
and whose kingdom is everlasting. We should diligently seek an 
bterest in him, and all lesser deliverances should lead our thoughts 
to this great deliverer^ who is God's salvation to tlie ends of the 
earth. 

3. Though God may not entirely cast off his people, yet he may 
see it needful to correct them. Though Judah should be delivered 
Irom the designs of Syria and Israel, yet they should be punished by 
the king of Assyria ; though the house of David should not totally 
be ruined, yet great calamities should come upon the land. God 
often deals thus with bis people. Though he does not quite forsake 
them, or give them up to ruin, yet he viaiu thtir iniquity with a rodf 
and their transgrtMon with €tri/ipa. We should therefore maintain 
a holy caution and fear of sin, and glorify God by a faithful obedi- 
ence to all his commands* *" 



CHAP. VIIL 

7%2# and several following chafitera are propheden of the trouhle% 
qf Judah by the ^asyn'ans ; intermingled with prophecies of the 
Mesmahj for the encouragement <f the believing Jews, 



M 



OREOVER the Lord said unto me. Take thee a great 

IvHt snd write in it with a man's pen, in the common 

•and in a plain^ legible manner-, for the use of all^ 

lalhashbaz, the name of his child. And I 

111 witnesses to record| Uriah the priest, and 
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Zeclwnah the ^on of Jeberechkh, to ie ift'wwirt tftitt T now 
3 delivered and recorded the9e firopktdts. And I wcftt unto the 
prophetess my ^*i/e ; and she conceived aTKi bare a ion. Then 
^aid-the Lord to nie. Call li'rt tiaras Mahershalalhashbaz, fifhich 
I signifies y * make speed to the sfioil ; Petsten to the firry} For be-« 
fore the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and tny 
mother, t/iQt w, be/ore tfit cHfld^hdtl be iMe to sfieak fiiain enough 
to say father and mot her J the ^rsi thing that childr(^ commonly 
learn, the riches of Damascqs and the spoil of Samaria shall be 
taken away befbre, or hy^ the king of Assy riai, OTtd hi6 dealt h 
thereof sent info his own country; Civhich accordingly came tofiass^ 2 

5 A7fi^5xvi.9.xv.29.) The Lord spakfcaUo unto mcagf^iii, Saying, 

6 Forasmutih as this people rcfuseth the waters 6t Shfloah, a little 
brook ihat ran through fcntsalcm\ that go softly, and rejoice 'iti 
Ke^in and Remaliuh's sop ; are many qffhrnf itntam/ at He:^rki^ 

7 ah* 8 rrfunna'ion, and v'ii>h well to 'the cOnfrdera'es ; Now there- 
fore, behold, the Lord bringelli up upon itiCm the waters of tt^.e 
river FMfihrates, strong and rtiany ; a great fiower^ asmpch su- 
firrior to theirs as Eufifirafts vj^n sufrerior to Shiloah ; [even] 
the king of Assyria, and all hi^ gl^ry t and he sliall come up 
over all his channels, and go over all hi^ banks ; not keep v.ithin 
fitit own bounds^ hut invade and overrun the Kvhol^^'ldnd of hrady 

6 ct an overjloiinng river does the neighbotiring meadoipi : And he 
sliall pass through Judah ; he shall overflow ari^ to over, he 
sliall reach [even] to tlie neck, to Jerund/em ; sptffat the king* 
dom shall be like a mah u/i (o his neck in water dr.d in danger of 
drownings and tlie stretching out of his wings, ^/« spreading 
army^ shall fill the breadth of. thy land, O Immanuel ; a plain 
intimation that Judah should not be Quite forsaken,* since it wa9 
Chrifit*s land ; he was to 'be horn^ to live^^and to die there, 

9 Associate yourselves, O ye people' qf Syria and'hi^acl^ and ye 
shall be broken in pieces ; and give gar all ye of^far countries, 
ye jfssyrians ; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces ; 
'10 gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in J^itces. Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought \ speak the word, a^d it 
^lall not stancF ; however cojifdent' of sucCch.^^ all is in x'ain ; for 
God [is] with us, or, it is Immanuel^s land. 

1 1 For llie LyRD spake thus to me with a strong hjind, by an- 
extraordinary impuhe he infused courage into wr, and instructed 
rrte that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 

12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all [them to] whom this pfeople 
shall say, A confederacy ; thcngh this is the prpular cry^ j.nd 
every one is afraid*ofi^j yet neither fear ye their fear, nor be 

13 afraid. Sanctify the I^rd of hosts himself ; and [let] him [be] 
your fear, and [let] him [l)e] your di-cad ; giv'b him glory for his 

14 poiver and providence. And he shall be for a sanctuary, that m, 
a place of defence ; or He^ according to some^ ^c/''"* l^ jpii^««*<?A 
spoken of before ; he shall be a sanctuary to alt Mihnr9^*aftmaltm 
among the gentiles ; but for a stone of stunMiWV^teMMck oC' 
offence to both the houses of Israel, tkm tii MArflU^Br ms4 
Judah^ who would not bcli^ve^ for a gtn and -ftf ft I^^Hi^ ^^ 
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1^ inhd^ti&U of Jemsaloint Aod mutiy »nek>ng them ^httll stum^ 
bk> and fall) and be bixikeD) and be fitiaredi>and be taken ; tfirir 
9in shall bt aggravated^ and their fiunhhment increased^ by what 
CUrUt 9hali </o ; and he wUi give extern itfi to a Bfiirit of blindness 

1$ oTid error. Bind up tbe teBtimony, seal the law among my dk^ 
ciples. Theteare the words of Qhri^t ; aaifhe had saidy Let the 
meaning of these prafihedes be in righteoua judgment concealed* 
from the vneked Jews^ but let my discifilea receive them^ that i»^ 
understand and believe them t the accpmfUishmetit vntl vxfilairt 
them^ be an evidence ((f God*s truihy and a justification of those 

17 vfho depend uficn him. And I will wait tipgn the Lord, that 
hideth Ms face from tbe booae of Jacob, and I will look ior 
him. Thisy some thinky is the language of the profthet ; as if he 
had said f I mil firmly expect this ha/jpy events though I see no 
present marks qf the divine Jbvour to Israel : but it is rather^ the 
language of Christ i I mil wait for him to manifest his favour to 

18 the gentiles. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hdch 
< given me [are] for signs and for wonders in Israel from the 

Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion ; wltich may mean^ 
that the children ff the prophet vfere types and figures of great 
things I or rather^ that the gentile s^ Christ* s spiritual seedy the 
children (^Abraham byfaithy should be Vf^ndered at for beReving 

19 ttiese promises^ and trusting in the Messial . And when they 
shall say unto you, Seek unto them that ha\'e familiar spirits^ 
and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter ; the pious hraeU 
itcs shall answer^ should not a people seek unto their God ? for 
the living to the dead ? ^ould they seek for living men to dead 

20 idolit ? how absurd an^stupid were this I To the law and to the 
^testimony, kee/i close to them : if they speak not according to 

this word, [it is] because [there is] no light, no understandings 
.3 1 no piety in them. And they shall pass through it, hardly be- 
stead and hungry ; distressed and famished : and it shall come to 
pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves^ 
and curse their king and their god, and look Upward ; that isf 
when unbelievers /loss through the landy they hhall curse rhtir king 
22 or rulers for hiring the Assyrians. And they shall look on the 
earth : ami behold trouble and darkness, ditnness of anguish, 
theif shall look upward and downward^ and f^ee nothing but per* 
plexity and sorrow ; and [they shall be] driven to darkness, to 
gloom and accumulated distress* 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T ET us reflect with pleasure on the care which the prophets 
■i d took to prove their prophecies authentic. They did not 
' ipeak tJicra, and commit them to memory or tradition, but 
^Id 9 plain, legible nnlanner ; and did it before witnesses, 
Imbiefibed tbe same, and were ready to declare upon 
' the prophet write or attest it, th;\t it mit'ht be 
I to in order to support the ^ith of the people in 
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vhat they foretold. This remark lends to confirm our faith in the 
prop!iecies ; and the eame remark, in some measure^ is applicable 
to the w}.ule scripture. 

2. There is need of great resolution not'to be led away by popu- 
lar panic!> or common errors. The prophet himself seems to have 
been in danger of catching the fears of the people, therefore it was 
that God warned him against it with a strong hand, with a consid- 
erable force on his mind. We are ready to catch the groundless 
terroi-s of others, to imitUe tlveir example^ and walk iti the way of 
the people around us. We ought to watch against this, and labour 
after a sober singularity ; earnestly praying that God would secure 
Qs against the infection of ill examples, and presenre us in the way 
of holiness and peace. 

3. A holy fear of God is the best remedy against the fear of 
man. I Peter iii, 14. Sanctify the Lard vj hoMtn in y*)ur hrortM ; 
ami make him your fear and your dread ; give him the glory of hit 
power, providence, and promises ; reverence his universal domin« 
ion ; fear his displeasure ; and acquiesce in his disposals. This 
will keep our minds in peace ; preserve us from that fear whicK 
hath torment : and he will be our refuge and strength^ tmd a very 
jiresent helfi in time of trouble^ 

4. Let us be thankful ^r the latv and the testimony, and keep 
' ck>se to them. What is sealed up from the blinded Jews, is open* 

ed to us, the disciples of Christ, who have seen many of these pro- 
phecies fulfilled. Let ufs learn hence, to reverence and study the 
scriptures, to abhor the wicked practices of those who use spells 
mnd charms, who pretend to discover secrets and tell fortunes : this 
is heinous wickedness, and ought never ^o be encouraged by any 
that believe in the providence and word of God. It is our duty^to 
seek direction from him by prayer, and consult his word ; to con- 
form to it in sentiments and practice ; otherwise we shall displease 
him, and wander in the paths of error, sin, and ruin. Let his testi- 
monies be our delight and our counsellors ; they will guide us in a 
safe and pleasant way, and conduct us to a happy end. 



CHAP. IX. CHAP. X. 1—4. ♦ 

The same firofihecy i* continued^ as in the former chapter. It is here 
foretold that the troubles of Judah should nst be so great as those of 
the other ten tribesy because they should be but short j and then the 
promised Messiah should come. 

I "^TEVERTHELESS the dimness [shall] not Ms^ch as 
JJN [was] in her vexation, when at the first he K|^% rfMct- 
ed the land of Zebulun, and the land of NaphtlBt JMiBtfrwiard 
did more giievously af&ict [her ;] or^ as If nmif j^ ^BP^^ "^* 
lated^ as the first time made vile the land ^iMtplrfMHlMir ^ 
the Assyrians^ so the latter time shall mitB 'iltlttsj^^^^^[n% 
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- the way of the sea, befbnd Jordan, in GaRled of the nations.* 
2 I'he people that walked in darkness have seen a great Hght : 
they that dv dl in the land of the shadow of death, that «», the 
thickest and moat fierfdejring darknesa, upon them hath the Bght 
S shined. Thon hast multiplied the nati(H), [and] not increased 
the joy ; or rather^ and ha€t increased the joy to him^ or to ity that 
M, to the Jewish nation.: they joy before thee according to the 
joy in harvest, [and] as [men] rejoice when they divide the 

4 spoil, their joy shall be exceeding great. For thou hast broken 
the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, as in the day of Midian ; as 0fhen Gideon crver^ 
threw the Miditmitesy (Judges vii. 23.) ^ *^^^ ttnlikely and con^ 

5 temfitibie means. For every battle of the warrior [is] with con- 
fused noise, with shouts ^ and groans ^ and sounding of arms ^ and 
earments roiled in blood ; but [this] shall be with burning [and] 
fuel of fire ; referring to the deliverance oj Ood's peofUe by Christy 

from the yoke of sin and Satan. The fireaching of the gosfiei might 
seem an unUkely means^ but it should be successftU^ owing to the 
influences of the S/tirit which should be tike Jircj and sftread Uke a 

6 flame. For unto lis a child is bom, tmto us a son is given ; and 
Uie government shall be upon his shoulder : this dedvertmce 
'Sholl certainly be aceomfiUshedjfor Christ shall be bom for our re^ 
demfuiwiy and his name shall be called, that is^ he shall be the 
Wonderful, Counsellor, acquainted with the counsels qf Gody so aa . 
to reveal the most imftortant truths to men^ The mighty Godf 
th^ evcriasting Father, the. great almighty gctvemor^ and the 

father of the agesj or the dispensation to come^ and the Prince of 
Peace ;t he sJtall be peaceful himself ^ and promote the peace <^ Ma 

J mibjects^ Of the increase of [his] government and peace 
[there shall be] no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it and to establish it with judgment and with 

* juspce from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform this, far his own honour and the ha/ipinesa 
of mankind. The fbUowing verseo contain a prophecy qfthe ca^ 
lainity and destruction of the ten tribes. 

8 T^e Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon 
Israel ; because they would not regard itj therefore it fell upon 

9 them with great violence^ as an insu/iportable burden. And the 
threatening -shall be accomplished^ for^ all the people shall know, 

9 and feel the truth qfity [even] Ephraim and the inhabitant of 

1:0 Samaria, that aay in the pride and stoutness of heart, The 

bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones : the 

sycamores are cut down by our enemies^ but we wDl change [them 

■ ^ iMHHi G;i|il«« of the Gentiles, became it xm% peopli-d by m^ny of the henben, br 
ll^l^QlU^illtpeas tO'Tyre and Sidon, and to d1stit*t;uish it from the other Gililrr : nml 
Vfilfa the quotJitio.1 in the New Te^r-imnit. Bp. I«owth translates il»tf 
* UJ not hercTtfrer be d;u-kiH5>9 In the twd which wms tlistic««.c'd. Ui 
the Und of ;^ebulun and the hnwl of >fa|>fitaji : but in the latter 
even tlie way of the sea beyond Jordau, Galilee of the nations*' 

* The mighty God, the £tther of the everkicins age* the princa 
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1 1 into] ccdara ; thu* dtfying the jtulgmenu tf Ood. Therefore 
the Lord shall set up the adversaries of Resia agidnst htnii 
that M» IfToel : and join his enemies together ; the Syriant^ /«<• 
rael*9 alMe^y heing conquered hy the yi9*yri4m9j ahali he /(freed to 

13 9erve agoint Urael. The Syrians before, and the Philisdnea 
behind ; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth, kke a 
vfUd hea$t. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand [is] stretched out still ; he vnll continue to ftunUh them. 

13 For the people tumeth not unto him that smiteth them, ndther 

14 do they seek the Lord of hosts. Therefore the Loan will cut 
off from Isi'ael h^ad and tail, branch and rush, in one day $ the 

15 rich and fioor^ the noble and the da^e. The ancient and honoura- 
ble, the prince and the magistrate ; he [is] the head ; and the 
prophet that teacheth lies, he [is] the tail, the moot contemfitihie 

1 6 of all the fieofile. For the leaders of this people, their govemoro 
and /irofiAet0j cause [them] to err, and [they that arc] led of 

17 them [are] destroyed. Therefore the Lord shall h^tve no joy in 
their young men, neither shall have mercy on their &therlesa 

' and widows : for every one [is] an hypocrite, a firqfime fterMon^ 
and an evil doer, and every mouth speaketh i<Jly ; they have no 
fuiy^on thote that used to he the objects qf comtdacencyjor qf com^ 
flaseion. For all this, became all are alike eorrufit^ his anger is 

18 not turned away, but his hand [is] stretched out still. For 
wickedness bumeth as the fire ; it shall devour the briars and 
thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they 
shall mount up [like] the lifting up of smoke ; it firodueeth mio* 
ery and cauoeth rtdn^tond the high and low shall be devoured by it* 

19 Thix>ugh the wi^th of the Lord of ho^ts is the land darkenedi 
and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire : no man shau 
spare his brother ; civil ware shall be among them^ ami they shalt 

30 destroy one another. And he shall snatch on the right hand, 
and be hungry ; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall 
not be satisfied :. there shall be a grievous '/amines so that they 
vdli be ready to eat their o^mijlish ; they shall eat every man 
the flesh of his own arm # shall prey upon those that might have 

S 1 d^ended them, Manasseh, Ephraim ; and Ephraim, Manas- 

seh ; even they who have been leagued together against Judah^ 

shall devour sne another ; [and] they together [shall be] against 

Judah. For all this his anger is not turned awayy but his hand • 

\\i] stretched out stUL ^ 

1 Chap. X. Wo unto them^ to those IsraeHteSf that decree 

unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness [which] they 

have prescribed, who are guilty qf injustice and oppression^ of 

passing unrighteous sentences^ and those who put them in execu" 

8 tion. To turn aside the needy from judgment* MMltotake 

away the right from the poor of my people, thi^. ^mom M^T 

3 be their prey, and [that] they may rob the f ' 

. what will ye do in the day of visitation, 

[which] shall come from far, from the 

will ye flee for help ? what ally will ye seek t» \ 
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win ye leave your glory ? your wealtA that you gained by ojAAtm- 
4 non^ vfho 9haU secure it } Without nie they shall bow down un- 
der the prisoners) and they shall fall under the slain ; becatue 
you have coMt me off\ and I have furtaken yoii^ ye shall be taken 
pr^oners and slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, 
but his hand [is] stretched out still. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . \ X 7" H A T a blessing is the gospel that brings light, joy and 
VV liberty to the nations. Without it the world was m 
darkness and danger ; but when the sun of righteousness arose, a 
glorious light spread itself; and men are guided by it in the way 
of truth, peace, and happiness. The burden of grief and guilt is 
taken away by the word and spirit of God, the yoke of sin and^tan 
is broken, and they become free. No wonder this occasions gre^t 
joy ; especially when the gospel comes with power on particular 
iouls, and produces these blessed effects. 

3. A glorious idea is here p^ven us of the person, offices, and 
government of Christ, which it is proper and comfortable to ceflect 
upon. He is wonderful in his person and offices ; a ceunsellor, as 
he discovers the most important truths, and the gracious purposes 
of God ; a mighty God, able to save unto the uttermost ; the fethet 
of the age, the greatest Mend and benefactor to it ; and he is the 
prince of peace, whose administration is righteous, peaceful, and 
happy ; and whatever opposition may be made to it, it shall in« 
crease and prosper, till it terminates in everlasUng glory ; qfhis 
government and peace there shall be no end. Let us reverence this 
glorious prince, uu) magnify the Lord of hostS} whose pity^ love» 
and zeal have performed all this for us. 

3. We are taught the design of affliction. God smites us tiiat 
we may turn to him, and seek him with sincerity and fervour. If 
this end be not answered, his hand will be stretched out still to cor« 
rect uamore heavily. Let us therefore humble ourselves under his 
mighty hand, and comply with the designs of his providence, that 
the stroke may be tumedaway from us, and our afflictions be sw> 
ceeded by hope and joy. 

4. We see the sad consequences of continuing unreformed by 
the judgments of God, ch. x. 3. A day of visitation will come ; a 
day of judgment and strict inquiry into our conduct, and the princi- 
ples on which we have acted ; and a day of desolatimi to the iii^ 
penitent, when no place shall be found to which they may fly ; all 
their glory shall vanish, and they shall find it no more. It becomes 
us all seriously to think of thb day of visitation, and secure a refuge 
in Jesus Christ ; that we may obtain that satvationy which is by hiw% 
mto ttemal gkry^ > 
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CHAP. X. 5, to the end. 

IFe have here an account of the design of the Msyrians in invading 
Judahy and GodU design in permitting it ; and also a Jirofihecy (f 
' their destruction^ and the deliverance of God's fieofilc, 

5 /^ ASSYRIAN, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their 
V^ hand is mine indignation ; the jissyrian monarch is my 

6 instrument ; my anger against Israel gives him all his fioiver, \ 
will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the 
people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the 
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like 
the mire of the streets ; the Israelites are hypocritical ^ they 
are not hearty in Hezekiah^s reformation^ nor sincere in their 
prayers and professions ; therefore the Assyrian shall plunder their 

7 country^ and strip them of their wealth. Howbeit he meaneth 
not so, neither doth his heart think §o ; he does not intend to do 
my will ; but [it is] in his heart to destroy and cut off nations 
not a few ; to enlarge his dominions^ and gratify his ainbition. 

8 For he saith, [arc] not my princes altogether kings ? hax^e not 
I many princes tributary to me^ and arc not my courtiers and offi^ 

9 cers as great askings ? [Is] notCalno asCarchemish ? [Is] not 
Hamath as Arpad ? fis] not Samaria as Damascus ? are not the 
cities ofJudah as easy to be taken as those I have already conquer » 

10 ed ? As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and 
whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Sama- 

1 1 ria ; Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do 
to Jerusalem and her idols ? as my hand hath destroyed kingdoms 
and cities whose gods are reckoned more powerful than Jeho* 

12 vahy shall I not as easily destroy Judah ? Wherefore it shall 
come to pass, [that] when the Lord hath performed his whole 
work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, when I shall have done 
what I intended^ and chastened and humbled my people, I will 
punish the fiiiit of the stout heat-t of the king of Assyria, and 
the glory of his high looks. I will punish his high wordsy which are 

1 3 the fruit of his proud heart. For he saith, by the strength of my 
hand I have done [it,] and by my wisdom ; for I am prudent : 
and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed 
their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a val- 
iant [man ;] / have shown my wisdom, strength, and valour, by 

|14 removing the bounds of the people and transplanting colonies. And 
xfif hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people ; and as 
one gathereth eggs [that are] left, have I gathered all the 
earth ; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the 
mouth, or peeped ; / have carried away their wealth, as easily as 
a man robs a bird's nest, and they durst not complain. Thus the 
great king of Assyria boasted and threatened ; we sh^ no'9 s(e 

\ 5 what a greater king saith to him. Shall the ax boflst f 
him that heweth therewith ; [or] shall tiie saw'fl 
against him tiiat shakcth it ? as if the rod shouM 1 
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against them that lift it up, [or] as if the staff should lift up 
[itself, as if it were] no wood ; is not the staff" when lifted ufi 
wood still P and shall a deady lifeless instrument boast itself against 
him that uses it ? Asab&urdis it for the king rf Assyiia to boast 

i6 of what he hath done ^ when he is but my tool. Therefore shall 
the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones, his chief 
officers and great men^ leanness ; and under his glory he shall 
kindle a burning like the burning of a fire ; he shall defirrve him 
of his fionour and flower^ and destroy his army ^ which is his glory ^ 

17 And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a 
fiarae : and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briars in 
one day ; he who is the sufifiort and comfort of Israel^ shall be a 
fire to the Assyrians^ and will destroy his army as easily as fire 

^9 burns briars and thorns; And shall consume the glory of his 
forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body : and they 
shall be as when a standard bearer fainteth ; though he be aa 
strong as the trees in a forest^ or as numerous as the con\fields^ 
yet God will consume both soul and body ; the chief commanders 
and the main body of the army itself shall be totally roUtedy and the 
remainder shall be dis/drited, as the whole army is fiut into confu* ■ 

19 sion when a standard bearer fainteth. And the rest of the trees 
of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them ; there 
shall be no occasion for a muster master^ a child may keefi the roll, 

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] the remnant of 
Israel, and such as are escaped of (he house of Jacob, shall no 
more again stay upon him, that isy the ylssyriany that smote 
them ; but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 

2 1 in truth, and not hypocritically, , The remnant shall return, 

22 [even] the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For though 
thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, [yet] a remnant of 
them shall return ; the consumption decreed shall overflow with 
righteousness ; though many shall be destroyed by the Jlssyrians^ 
yet a remnant of the righteous shall be saved ; and all shall be 

23 done with strict justice,* For the Lord God of hosts shall make 
a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land ; 
he hath determined exactly how far it shall extend^ and how loftf 
it shall continue, 

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O my people that 
dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian : he shall smites 
thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the 
manner of Eg>'pt ; he shall do thee some injury and threaten 

25 more^ talk big, like Pharaoh ; but fear ^loty For, yet a very little 
while, and the indignation agaiJist thee shall cease, and mine 
anger in their destruction ; my anger »hall show itself in the utter 

26 destruction of the Msyrians, And the Lord of hosts shall stir 
up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at 
tt^ rock of Oreb : and [as] his rod [was] upon the sea, so 

"- \ft9t»^vA9lpf^Rm tJiii w the jews, in Ronu ix. ij. to prore rhat it if no new thinp for 
0» < y l P almwfeii muny ot' Abr.ihain'3 sec J, though the>|»romise holdi good, there shall »till be * 
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shall he fift it up after the manner of Egypt ; he will bring m 
their destruction as suddenly^ and by a# unUkely meana^ aa the de* 
t ruction of the Midianitea and Egyfitiana, A beautiful contraat ; 
he ahall threaten you e^ter the manner (f Egyfit^ and I will anute 
27 him in the aame manner. And it shall come to pass in that day, 
[that] his hurden shall betaken away fr^ off thy shoulder, and 
his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed be- 
cause of the anointing ; thou ahalt have no fear qfhia invaaiona^ 
and flay no more tribute^fir the aake qfthe Meaaiah. 
US He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron ; at Michmash 
S9 he hath laid up his carriages i They are gone over the passage ; 
they have taken up their lodging at Geba ; Ramah is afraid ; 

30 Gibeah of Saul is fled. Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gal*. 

31 lim : cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. Mad* 
menah is removed ; the inhabitants of Gebim gather them- 
selves to flee ; denoting the fear j hurry ^ and corfusion ofthepeo* 

32 /t/<r, ufion the newa of hia invasion. As yet shall he remain at 
Nob that day, from whence he might see Jerusalem : he shall 
shake his hand, and that ahall be cil^ [against] the mount of the 

SS daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. Behold, the Lord, the 
Lord of hosts, shall lop the bow with terror : and the high ones 
of stature [shall be] hewn down, and the haughty shall be hum- 

34 bled. And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, 
and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one, that «>, the destroying 
angel ; the image is taken from cutting down a forest ; the Asay--^ 
^an army, with their awards y bowi^ and fiikes lifted ufiy look 
Bke a moving forest^ but they shall be entirely and irrecoverably 
cut down. ^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. ^ I ^HE greatest kings and most powerful armies are only in- 
X strumentsin God^s hand ; without him they can do no 
more than an ax or a saw without a hand to use it. They can do 
©0 more than he permits, for he doeth according to hia will in the 
mrnriea (f heaven^ and among the inhabitanta qf thia world. This 
should dispel all unreasonable fears of our enemies, abate our confi- 
dence in our own strength^ and engage us to make sure of hi$ friend* 
ship and alliance. 

9. The counsels of God and those of princes often diller and are 
contrary ; but his shall prcvaiL The Assyrian came against Judah 
to conquer and plunder it, and not suspecting that he was then fuU 
filling the dirine design to punish an hypocritical people, and bring 
them to repentance. Thus our enemies are often performing God^ j 
trork upon us, without intending it ; that is, to humble us fior our 
pride and security, and lead us to seriousness and reformation^ 
What a delightftd thought ! that the schemes of Providence arc 
carrying on by the sinful passions and pursuits of men, aad th^ 
though there be many devicea in the heart of man^ GotT^ tmmH i " 
atand. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAIAH. Xt US 

3. We leam that pride goesibefore destruc^on. It is dcniinoti 
for proud men to boast what imy ivill do ; and, because they have 
met with some success, to think that they shall cany all before 
them. So the king of Assyria talked, Have I not conquered thb 
place^ and those gods ? and shall I not subdue Jerusalem ? and be 
too hard for Jehovah ? whom he impiously calls an idol : but he 
was mistaken. Such language is as ndiculous as for an ax or saw 
to boast what destruction they have made among the trees. Let us 
beware of this temper, for we are nothing ; it is robbing God of 
his glory, and provoking him to strip us of all we possess. 

4. When God has appeared to defend and succeed his people, it 
is their duty to return to him and trust in him. This good effect 
the Assyrian invasion produced ; and thb is the design of God in 
sending afflictions upon us. It is comfortable to think that the con* 
sumption is determined in righteousness ; the consumption of our 
national numbers, strength or treasures ; the consumption of our 
substance, health or friends ; all is particularly determined, when^ 
and how, and to what degree ; God is just in all our afflictions, and 
kind in the measure and duration of them. May they all have this 
effect, to bring us to ceaaefrom man^ and 9tay owraetvea upon the holy 
one of larael. But let us see that we do it in truth ; and with sin* 
cerity ; in the use of proper means, to remove every affliction ; 
and in humble dependence on God for a blessing. When we make 
conscience of our duty to God, and use no sinful means for security) 
then, and then only, should we have confidence in him. 



CHAP. XI. 

The profihet having mentioned the delii^erance ofJudahfrom the king 
of Msyria<i naturally firoceed* to their greater deliverance by the 
JSfemah ; as a descendant ofDavidj on whom the Spirit would rest^ 
in whose days peace should be propagated^ Israel and Judah return 
to their own landj be united^ and made victorious, 

1 /% N D there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse» 
XJl and a Branch shall grow out of his roots ; a reference to 
the foregoing verses ; there sfiall come a tender shoot out of a stock 
that has long hdn in the ground^ that is the family of David^ then 

2 sunk into meanness and obscurity : And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, in 
divine and natural things^ the spirit of counsel and might, to ad'- 
viscy contrive^ and execute^ the spirit of knowledge, in the divine 
lawy and of the fear of the Lord, of true religienj, he shall not 

3 only iiKulcate ity but be an eminent example of it ; And this spirit 
shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord ; 
he shall be eminent for all branches of wisdom atid godliness^ and 
know she real characters of men : and he shall not judge after the 
sigKlltlus eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears, 
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4 tJuUiSj upon tmctrlain refiarU : Put with righteousness shaft he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of th* 
earth ; h£ shall defend the fioor^ and condemn their op/irea^ort : 
and he shall smite the earth with the rod, or snMordy of his nxouthn 

5 and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.* And 
righteousness shall be the girdle of his loin^, and ^ilhfulness the. 
girdle of his reins ; he shall have a strict regard to justice and 

6 integrity^ Vfhichy like a girdle^ adorn and defend a fieraon. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid ; and the calf and the yoang lion and the fat' 

7 Ung together ; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow 
and the bear sfiall feed ; their young ones shall tie down together i 

8 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox« And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
his hand on the cockatrice' den ; a beautiful imagCy especially as 
Those countries abounded with mid beasts and serpents : the mean^ 
ing isj that Jews and Gentilfs should be united^ the irregular tempers 
of men corrected^ so that the mischievous should become innocent 

9 and ustfuly and a peaceable disposition universally prevail. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; fa proof 
that the above expressions are cUl figurative ;) for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters cover the sea ; 
knowledge and holiness shall be promotedj and the effect shall bt 
meekness^ peace^ and love» The remainder qf the chapter refers 
to the conversion of the Je%\)s in the latter day, 

10 And in that day there shall be a branch'out of the root of Jesse, 
whicb shaU^tand for an ensign of the people, /o gather them to- 
gether^ (Rom, %y, 12.) to it shall the gentiles seek : and his rest 
shall be gloriousy that isj the churchy where he rests and dwellsy 

\ i s/tall be glorious by the accession of the gentiles. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, in the illustrious time I am speaking of^ 
[that] the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, as he did first otit ofBabylon^ 
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shii>ar, and 
from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea, that is^ all coun- 
tries on the sea coast as well as islands^ and refers to these western 

13 parts of the world. And he shall set up an ensign For the na- 
tions, tnat w, the doctrine qf the gospel^ and shall assemble the 
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah 

1 S from the four corners of the earth. The envy also of Ephraiuoi 
shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: 
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephrairo, 

14 they shall cease from open hostiiities and secret animosities. But 
they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the 
west ; they shall spoil them of the east together : they shall lay 
their hand upon Edom and Moab ; and the children of Amnion 
shall obey them ; these being the ancient enemies of Israel^ are put 

• Ttb Is applied to antichrUt, Rtv xix. r^. The Lt'd shull diiltt0)tim- 
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JSgurativeiyJbr She enende9^tkt chrtBtian church ; and the fioisage 
intimatc9y that the converted Jew9 shali trium/ih over all that o/ifiose 

15 their return to their own land. And the Lord shall utteriy de« 
siToy the tongue, or bay^ of the Egyptian sea ; and with his 
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall 
smite it in ^he seven streams^ and make [men] go over dry 
shod ; he 9hmU overcome all o/ipoMon in their vxay, ae he divided 

16 the Red aea for Israel to go out tf Egyfit.* And there sh%ll be 
an highway for the remnant of his people, wluch shall be left 
from Assyria ; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came 
up out of the land df Egypt ; there shall be a free fiaseagCy and 
all diffieultiee §haU be remowed which hinder their return, 

BEFLECTIONS. 

1. nr^HE extraordinary endowments of Christ, as a teacher and 
X king, render him worthy of the highest regard. He was 
gloriously qualified for his work by the spirit which was given him 
without measure. He had all treasures of wisdom and knowledge^ for 
his own use, and to bestow on his people. Meekness and couragCf 
wisdom and strength, jtistice and gentleness, were united in him« 
Happy are the subjects of such a prineC) the disciples of such a 
teacher ! And blessed be €k)d for his high exaltation and glorious 
qualifications ; so that in him we may safely trust. And O that his 
churches every where may be gk>riou8, by the supply of the spirit 
irhich is m Christ ! 

3. How sblicitbus should we be to snswer the design of his gos- 
pel, and to have these illustrious prophecies of its good effects ful- 
filled in us. Let us make it appear that we are christians indeed) 
by the peaceableness and gentleness of our disposition, the softness 
and sweetness of our tempers ! Let nothing malicious, revengeful, 
•our, contentious, or unkind, be ever found in us. Let us cultivate 
peace ; labour to promote each other's happiness ; and in this,^- 
hw on to know the Lord ; and by increasing in our acquaintance with 
him, who is love, be conformed to his image^ and walk in lave^ even as 
Christ hath loved us, 

3. Let us rejoice in the prospect of that day, when Christianity 
shall have a more ilhistrious triumph, and Jews and Gentiles be 
gathered into his church. It is delightful to think, when, we hear 
of the poor Jews dispersed and evil entreated every where, that 
there is mercy in store for them ; that they shall at length become 
christians, and be as much esteemed and bek>ved as they are now 
hated and despised. Many signs and wonders will introduce and 
attend this great event. God will overcome all difficulties which lie 
in the way, and in the mean time, our hearts desire end prayer for 
Israel should be that they may be saved. 

* Tbiti is .exprcMcd «a Rrs* xvi. ii. by drjiog op £ui>briitef. 

V«Lgy, T 
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CHAP. XIL 

Tht conclution <^ the firmer chapter referred to the glory 6flhe tatter 
dat/y vfheihJewn and Gentileo shall be gathered into the churchy its 
enemies be destroyed^ and peace restored ; this chapter is a thanks^ 
giving which they are directed to use at that time ; it represents to 
them what sentiments they should entertain^ and how they should 
express them. It consists of two parts ; m the first three verses 
there is a call to God*s people to stir up themselves to the work qf 
praise ; in the other three verses they are directed to stir up one 
another y and endeavour to engage all about them to join in it, 

1 A ND in that day thou shalt say, O Lorb, I will praise 
±\. thee : though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away, and thou comfortedst me ; though thou didst pun- 
ish and disperse thypeople^ the tokens of thine anger are now re* 
movedy and their blessings restored / thou hast given them cause 

2 and hearts to praise thee. Behold, observe it as a greaty wonder^ 
fuly and unexpected events God [is] my salvation ; he hath brought 
salvation suited to our circumstances^ and every way worthy qf 
God ; I will trust, and not be afraid : for the Lord JEHO- 
VAH, M^ eternal and unchangeable Godythe author and giver of all 
our strengthy [is] my strength and [my] song, thatisy the subject 
matter qf my song ; he also is become my salvation ; he hath 
manifested himself as our saviour in the most remarkable manner^ 

3 afid shall have all the glory. Therefore, as the consequence qf 
God* 8 kind interpositiony with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
wells of salvation ; ye %hall have abundance qf divine joy and com* 
fort in attending upon ordinancesy to which ye shall be restored and 

admitted ; springs of salvation shall then break upy and ye shall re* 

4 ceive refreshment with unutterable joy,* And in that day shall 
ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declal'e his do- 
ings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted ; 
ye shall not only praise him yourselves^but tell the world what he 

5 has done for youy and record it for thehenefit of posterity. Sing 
unto the Lord ; for he hath done excellent things : this [is] 
known in all the earth ; the blessings he hath bestowed are truly 
valuable^ are not confined to the Jewsy but extend over the whole 

C earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion ; use the 
strongest exfireshions and demonstrations of thankfulness and joy : 
for great [is] the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee ; he hath 
inanifefttrd his greatness in thy deliverance, and his holiness too ; 
hin faithfulness to his promse and covenant ; and he is still in the 
midst qfthecy to defend thee from danger y secure thy privileges and 
prolong thy peace, 

• W^rc in an allusion to rhr statr of Israel in the wildfrne^s ; whrn thirsty and ready to 
perish, G>l cmicd ipringk to lUc up for them ; and they received the water with joy und 
■in^in^ Religious ordinances akvX coinniuuitfationf of tha S)>irU> arc often representei uidcr 
tbis knage. 
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HEFLECTIONS. 

1. TX7*E »© M from hence to ascribe the praise of all our 
VV peace and comfort, to God. Whatever deliverances 
^e have, whatever comforts have been restored, or continued, all is 
owing to the care and favour of Jehovah^ Let us cherish a grate- 
ful temper ; sing praises to him with our voice ; and not be low, 
dull, and lifeless in this most reasonable and deli|;htful work. 

2. The people of God should heartily join m presenting their 
public thanks to him. Every one should say this for himself, and 
say it together, that God is our strength and salvation ; especially is 
he so in our redemption through Christ Jesus, that great salvation 
to which all the firophets bore witness. Let us be thankfiil, that it is 
an extensive as well as a glorious salvation ; that it is known through 
all the earth. Let us speak of it one to another, and mention it to 
our childi^en, that they also may thank God for his unspeakable gift. 

3. Divine ordinances should be attended with pleasure. Those 
wells of salvation are opened to us ; there is no enemy to stop 
tliem or divert their course ; and we ought to come to them with 
as much relish as a thirsty, perishing traveller would come to a 
,spring of water. Here we may drink, not only for our present re- 
freshment, but to gain strength for the discharge of all the duties of 
life. How ungrateful to God is it to say, What a weariness is it ! 
He expects that we be joyful in his house of prayer ; he hath done 
every thing to make us so, and he loveth a cheerful worshipper. 

4. Former experiences of God's goodness are an encouragement 
to trust in hfro. He has often been our salvation, when we have 
been in imminent danger ; hath given us his Son to be our saviour : 
and the Holy One of Israel is still in the midst of us, to guard his 
churches, and secure the happiness of all his people. And while 
we praise him for past favours, let us further call upon his nai^e, 
and commit all our concerns to his good providence, for thus he 
commands us, Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by firayer 
and sufifilication with thanksgiving make known your requests unto God. 



wmm 



CHAP. xni. 



The firofihet proceeds to foretell the calandties of the neighbouring na» 
(ions, fiarticularly those that Israel was some way or other concern^ 
ed with ; and begins with Babylon, that would be a cruel ofi/iressor- 
to them, 

1 ^ I ^HE burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz 

2 X did see.* Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, 
to gather the soldiers together, exalt the voice unto them, as they 

* A borden ^s^ifiet in general, a weighty, important matter ; but sometimes, asliere» 
« Imrdensome prophecy, that foretdlt the ruin of a country. It -was near two bundrtd years 
after this, that Babylon was taken by Cyrus ; its ruin, and that entire desolation which this 
cha^r describes, was an event utterly beyond all human torcsifbt,.aBd exceedingly iapprgli^ 
Me to be c0iij««Cttrcd, 
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do that wnUd enlist them^ shake the hand) heekoH with the hand 
for them to comej that they may go into the gates of the nobles ; 
that they may enlist under great officers ; or it may trfer to the 

3 seizing of Babylon^ and fdundering its palaces, I have command- 
ed my sanctified ones, those whom I have called^ separated^ and 
prepared Jar the service^ I have also called my mighty ones for 
mine anger, [e^en] them that rejoice in my highness ; who 
shall cheerfully execute those commands which display my great' 

4 ness andghry^ though they do not consider it as such. The noise 
of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people ; a 
tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together, 
crowding together to my standard : the Loan of hosts muster- 

5 eth the host of the battle. They come from a for country, 
from the end of heaven, [even] the Lord, and the weapons of 
his indignation, to destroy the whole land ; referring to the 
troops qf Media and Persia^ and the auxiliaries Cyrus had from 
many other nations ; all regular and well disciplined soldiers^ and 
God*s instruments to destroy the whole land of Chaldea, 

6 Howl ye ; for the day of the Lord [is] at hand ; it shall 
come as a destruction from the Almighty, and as such shall be 

7 irresistible. Therefore shall all hands be faint, not able to hold 
their weapons^ and evfcry man's heart shall melt withfear^ so 

8 that he shall have no spirit to rtsist. And they shall be afraid : 
pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them ; they shall be in 
pain as a wo;nan that travaileth : they shall be amazed one at 
another, thinking the city impregnable ; and when it is taken^ 
spreading const eryiation from one to another ; their faces [shall be 

9 as] flames, black and ghastly y as when scorched by the fames. Be- 
hold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and 
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate : and he shall destroy the 
sinners, the idolatrous^ cruel^ and luxurious inhabitants thereof out 

10 of it. For the stars of heaven, and the constellations thereof 
shall not give their light \ the sun shall be darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine ; a com* 
men description in the prophets qfthe removal of every thing ihat 
gives eowifbrt and tmeouragement to m nation ; and hertf ^the 
universal gloom and melancholy that should spread over the land qf 

1 \ Chaldea. And I will pvnbh the world, or the kingdom of Baby* 
lon^ for [their] evil, and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will 
cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the 

13 haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a man, that isy a com- 
man nmn^ more precious than fiiie gold ; even a man, that is^ a 
gallant man^ than the golden wedge of Ophir. An elegant and 
beautiful description ! There shalt hardly be a man to be founds 
such hantock shall be made qf them ; they shall be^o scarce^ that 

13 they cannot be hired for any money. Therefore I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the 
wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger ; 
such shall be their terror and confusion^as if the heavens and earth 

14 were jumbled together. And it shall be as the chased roe, and 
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«s a sheep thai no man taketh up ; (lume'thai^ med to be Hke 
roaring Uohm and ranging bears^ 9haU be feofftd and vteak^ like a 
roc or a eheefi : they shall every man turn to his own people, 
and fiee every one into his own land ; all their alHee ehall desert 

15 them. Every one that is found shall be thrust through ; and ~ 
every one that is joined [unto them] shall fall by the sword. 

16 Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes ; 
their houses shall be spoiled) and their wives ravished ; thue 
cruelly they mil use the Jew9^ (Zeeh, xiv. 2.) and thtie shall they 
be treated. The instruments qfthis desolation are then mentioned. 

17 Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not 
regard silver ? and [as for] gold, they shall not delight in it ; 

18 they shall act as if they only thirsted for blood.* [Their] bows 
also shall dash the young men to pieces ; and they shall have 
no pity on the fruit of the womb ; their eye shall not spare 

19 children. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of 
the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sod- 

SO . om and Gomorrah, that i«, shall be entirely destroyed. It shall 
never b^ inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation 
to generation : neither shall the Arabianf pitch tent there ; 

2 1 neither shall the shephenls make their fold there. Qut wikl 
beasts of the desert shall He there ; at)d their houses shall \^ 
full of doleful creatures ; and owls shall dwell there, ^nd satyrs 

22 shall dance there.| And the v^ild beasts of the islands shall cry 
in their desolate houses and dragons in [their] pleasant palaces : 
and her time [is] near to come, and her days shall not be pro- 
longed beyond her set time ; denoting the certainty of the things 
described J as well as their being near.\] 

REFLECTIONS. 

For a fast day. 

1. /^BSER VE and adore the power of Go4 over an the hosts 
V-/ of the earth. What a sublime description is here given of 
the universal agency of Gorf ! particularly of the use he makes 
of the contrivances and force of men. He, the Lord of hosts, mus- 
tereth the hosts of the battle ; he gathers them together, reviews 
them, and arms them. Their weapons are the weapons of his 
indignation, and he gives them success. He can easily take away 
the strength of their opponents to resist, and their courage to en- 

• Thii It a rcBiarkable and mmt wonderful prediction ; for at tbe time when ftalah 
lyrophesied there waa no kintdon of the Medes, they were subject to the ktnx of Ais>ria ; bat 
aboot nineteen yean after this they revolted, set up a kingdom of their own, and became so 
powerfb], that, in conjunction with the Persians, they destroyed Babylon. 

t A wandering people, th^ carried their tents and cattle from place to place, where they 
coon find most convenient food for tbeffl. 

X What these creatures were, the learned have not agreed ; bat they were such that loved 
to dwe 11 In desolate and mined places. 

I As the walls of Babylon were not entirely demolished, the Pertian king made <t a pork 
KM* wild hewta ; but afterwards it was deaerted ; and nuny travellers tell us that no one 
^ent near the rains, on account of the wild beatts and terpenu that abooadcd there, and that 
<herr are feme any remains of it DOW to be seen. 
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dure ; he can make their hands fidnt, and their hearts melt. It is a 
delightful thought, that all the hosts of the world are under the 
sovereign command of the Lord of hosts. This shows the pro- 
priety of acknowledging him, and imploring his favour m time of 
war. It should be our earnest desire, that our soldiers may be sanc- 
tified ones, in the best sense of the word ; devoted to his fear and 
service ; that they may rejoice in his highness, and go forth in bh: 
strength to the service for which they are called ; and seek his 
glory in all they do. 

2. The fall of Babylon, and its utter desolation, should be a wam-^ 
ing to all nations. So Providence undoubtedly intended them to be. 
When we consider it as the greatest and most powerful monarchy 
in the world ; the extent, strength, wealth, and grandeur of its cap-^ 
ital ; what little probability there was that it should ever be taken ; 
and especially that it was predicted, so long before the event, that it 
should be utterly destroyed and left desolate ; who would not adore 

jjhat spirit of prophecy which foretold it, and be afraid of the anger 
of the almighty power that executed the vengeance I What an 
awful description of that anger have we been now considering I O 
may Britain hear and fear I she is, in the most important respects, 
the glory of kingdoms, but is not secure from sharing the fate of 
former kingdoms ; justly therefore may we tremble for ourselvea 
and our country. Let us learn to/car the Kin^ qfnationM^ who doeth 
according to his will in the armieB of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earthy and implore mercy for our land. And in order to ob* 
tain this, let us 

3. Observe the sources of Babylon's ruin, and learn righteousness 
by it. The ruin of Babylon was occasioned by its iniquities, its 
idolatry, cruelty, luxury, and love of pleasure, these sins abounded 
among them, but their arrogance, pride, and haughtiness, are what 
the principal stress is laid upon in this chapter, they were conceit- 
ed of their own^litics, wealth, power, and strength, v. 1 1. Hence 
they thought themselves secure, despised their enemies, and set all 
danger, and even the judgments of God, at defiance. But there 
is no contending with the Almighty ; and those that deal injiride 
he is able and he takes pleasure to abase. Let us then be warned 
against confidence in our wisdom, strength, and military force, and 
fix our dependence on God. National humiliations and prayers 
are exceeding proper and useful, as they tend to abate our pride, 
and our trust in an arm of fiesVi, and to convince us that all our 
strength and sufiiciency is of God. If we thus humble ourselves 
under his mighty hand, we may cheerfully hope that in due time he 
wi'l exalt us. But the nation or individual that exalts itself, shaU 
in God*s time and way be abased and brought low. 
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CHAP. XIV. 1—27. . 

Thefirofihet hereforeUlls ^he restoration of hrael^ and their triumfih 
over Badylon, 

1 TT'OR the Lob D. will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet 
Jl choose Israel, return to them in mercy ^ and set them in their' 
own land : and the strangers shall be joined with them, and 
they shall cleave to the house of Jacob ; many Chaldeans and 
captives^ fvilh the Jews in Babylon^ shall become proselytes and rc' 

2 turn with them to their land. And the people shall take them 
and bring them to their place : and the hoUse of Israel shall 
possess them in the land of the Lord> for servants and hand- 
maids : and they shall take them captives, whose captives they 
were ; and they shall rule over their oppressors ; they shall us^ 
their assistance as they have occasicn/or it^ and receive services 

S from those to whom they had been slaves. And it shall come to 
pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sor- 
row, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein 

4 thou wast made to serve, That thou shalt take up this proverb, 
this acute and excellent sayings against the king of Babylon, and 
say, in these sublime and lofty strains^ How hath the oppressor 
ceased ! the golden city ceased ! how was it possible that such 

5 a thing should ever be brought about ! The Lord hath broken 
the staff of the wicked [and] the sceptre of the rulers ; it is 

6 God's doings and therefore wonder not at it. He who smote the 
people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the na- 
tions in anger, who was a most barbarous and ungenerous con" 
gueroTy he is persecuted, [and] none hindereth ; neither his own 

7 people nor his allies could help him. The whole earth is at rest, 
[and] is quiet, now its greatest oppressor is ceased^ now Babylon 

% is destroyed : they break forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees 
rejoice at thee, [and] tbe cedars of Lebanon, [saying,] Since 
thou i^rt laid down no fellor is come up against us ; the great and 

9 the common people rejoice^ over whom he had tyrannized. Hell from 
beneath is moved for thee to meet [thee] at thy coming : it stir- 
reth up the dead for thee, [even] all the chief ones of the earth ; 
it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations ; 
the invisible world is roused to make way for so great a monarch ; 
the kings that used to be afraid of thecj and were tributary to thecj 

10 rise up by way of scorn and insult. All they shall speak and say 
unto thee. Art thou also become weak as we ? art thou become 

1 1 like unto us ? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, [and] 
the noise of thy viols : the worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee, instead of thy rich garments and sumptuous 

12 carpets. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning ; thou who excelledst other princes in glory y as much as 
the morning star does the other stars in lustre : [how] art thou 

13 cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations I For 
thou hadst said in tlJne heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will 
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exilt m]r throtie tIboYe the sursy brangeUf of God; an hyfiet* 
Mtt to exfima Ms great firide^ or that he really exfieeted dhnne 
Aonottrt : I will sit also tipon the mount of the congregattoni in 
the sides of the north ; / wiU ftUtce my royal throne ufioriCmount 

14 Zibfi, and in the temftle at JeruMokm : yea, I wiU ascend above 

15 the heights of the clouds : I will be like the most High. Yet 

16 thou shtflt be brought down to heU, to the sides of the pit. Thef 
that see thee ^all narrowly look upon thee, [and] consider tliee» 
[saying* Is] this the man that made the earth to tremble, that 
did ^aJte kingdoma ; they shall be oMtomohed at thy folly and 
look attentively before they can beUerve it i* thou that art fallen «o 

17 ^ov ; [That] made the worid as a wilderness, and destroyed the 
cities thereof ; [that] opened not the house of his prisoners ? 
intimating both hisfiowerand cruelty ^ he granted them no release : 

18 All the kings of the nations, [even] all of them lie in glory, every 
one in his own house, or aeftulchre ; they were buried with marko 

19 qfhothur and distinction : But thou art cast out of thy grave 
like an abominable < branch, like some noisome plants that lies 
rotting above ground^ [and as] the raiment of those that are 
slain, thrust through with a sword, the raiment qf a maltfactor 
besmeared with blood and dirt^ that go down to the stones of the 
pit ; as a carcass trodden under feet ; like a fiutri/ying carcass^ 
which is suffered to lie a while unburied^ and then is thrown into 
some quarry or fdtj which probably was the case with Belsha2zar*s 

50 body. Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, that is, with 
thine ancestors in an honourable burial, because thou hast destroy- 
ed thy land, [and] slain thy people ; destroyed thy subjects, and 
brought ruin ufion thy land : the seed of evil doers shall never, or 
not ever, be renowned, ^nd because he has been so notorious a 

5 1 transgressor, thertfore Prepare slaughter for his children for the 
iniquity of their Others ; who tread in the cruel ste/is qf their an* 
cestors ; .that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the 
face of the world witli cities ; that they may not reccrver their 

32 former ftourhhing condition J* For I will rise up against themj 
saith the Lord of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and 
remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the Lokd ; all the posterity 

S3 and kindred of the king of Babylon, I will also make it a pos* 
session for the bittern, and pools of ^ater :t and I will sweep it 
with the besom of destruction, saith the Loed of hosts. A no* 
He, though beautijul image ; intimating the vile rmture of sin, the 
total extirfidtion of that wicked fieo/ile, and the perfect ease with 
which the righteous God would execute his intended vengeance, 
- Then comes a prophecy of the sfieedy destruction of the Assyrians 
in ffezekiah's lime, which was designed to confirm their faith in this 
prophecy of /he fall of Babylon, 

24 The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying. Surely as I have 
thought, so shall it come to pass ; and as I have purposed, [so] 

* Be1fthazKar*t children and family were probablf slain with him. 

t This prophecy was exactly accompIi»h*{^ for Cyrm took Bahyloo by taming the chao. 
nel of the river Eaphrates that ran throoKh ir, and bv neglecting to repair the baolci* tlie 
liver ovetfloxredthe coufltry aboot it;» and ic became^ and now >», atiltl»y^ noisome marsh* 
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shail it sta^d ; and therefore iet not my t^eofUe dpubt ofit^ though 

25 it %eem ever so incredible : That I will break the Assyrian in my 

land) and upon my mountains tread him under foot ; the army of 

^nnacheriby 09 a filedge' of the full deMtruction of Babylon : then 

^bali his yoke depirt from off them i and his burden depart from 

2a off their shoulders. This [is] the purpose that is purposed 

upon the whole earth : and this [is] the hand that is stretched 

27 out upon all the nations that rise ufi againat Israel, For the 

Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul [it ?] and 

his hand [is] stretched out, abd who shall turn it back ? 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T T should be the desire and care of God's people to spread 
X the knowledge of their religion, and their pleasure, to see 
others embrace it. It is mentioned as an instance of God's good- 
ness to the Jews, that many of their enemies should beceme prose- 
lytes to their religion, and return with them in order to worship theij 
God. His appearances for them, and their good behaviour, gained 
upon their enemies, and induced them to return with them. Thus 
should it be our care to behave in so holy, just, and friendly a man- 
ner, that others seeing our good worksj may glorify our leather who is 
m heaven. It should be our ambition to see the church enlarged ; 
pious strangers should cheerfully be received into it ; and it should be 
our peculiar care that our servants should possess the best blessingsi 
and learn wisdom and goodness from our admonition and example. 

2. This sublime parable, concerning the king of Babylon, inti- 
mates to us, that there is a world of spirits, in which they know and 
converse with each other. These poetical flights are grounded on 
that truth, that there is an invisible world, into which human sculs 
arc removed, pr'uices and kings as well as others, and that they 
have acquaintance and converse with each other. It may also inti- 
mate to us, that the inhabitants of hell have no reverence for the 
former greatness, wealth, dignity, and authority of their fellow suf^ 
ferers, nor any fear of their power ; that there is no distance kept, 
no distinction made, nor deference paid in that place of torments ; 
that the cutting sneers and keen railleries of those whom they ty- 
rannized over here, will be a considerable torment to the great and 
proud. Let this thought excite us to fly from the wrath to come^ 
and secure a mansion among the blessed ; to do all the good we 
can to others, that^they may receive us into the everlasting habita- 
tions, and we for ever enjoy their thanks and friendship for the ser- 
vices we have done them. 

3. Let God's great ami just indignation against tyrants, as hore 
particularly specified, caution us against every degree of cruelly 
and oppression. There are many petty tyrants among christians, 
who oppress all under their power, and would be as bad as the king 
of Babylon, had they Cvqual autliority and opportunity. They dis- 
ti-css their servants, workmen, tenants, and dependants, to gratify. 

Vol. V. U 
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their cruelty or spleen : and will not do to others as they desire and 
expect to be done by. Cod will reckon with such men at last^ and 
judge them as oppressors. They think by these means to increase 
the fortunes of their children, but are generally disappointed, for 
the seed of evil doers shall never be renowned. Let us fly from all 
these detestal^e practices, be strictly just to the rights of others, ten-* 
der of their ease and comfort, and ready to give up some of our due 
for their relief and benefit. Let us be rich in good worksy ready to 
distributcj willing to communicate ; Jor with such sacrifices God is 
vfellpleased. 



. CHAP. XIV. 28, to the end. CHAP. XV. XVL 

The fifteenth chafiter refers to the calamities brought ufion Moab^ soon 
after the destruction of the Assyrian army^ because during the dis" 
tress ofJudahy I hey did not give them any hel/ij as is intimated in the 
next chafiter. It was firobably delivered in the first and executed 
in the fourth year of Hezekiah, When Shalmaneser invaded the 
kingdom of Israel^ he might march through Moab^ and take their 
firincifial cities^ Ar and Kir. 

2S TN the year that king Ahaz died was this burden. Rejoice not 

29 A thou, whole Palestina, or land qf the Philistines^ because the 
rod of him that smote thee is broken ; referring to their rejoic'* 
ing on the death of Ahazy whose father Uzziah had been a dreadful 
scourge to them ; for out of the serpent's root shall come forth a 
cockatrice, or adder^ and his fruit [shall be] a fiery flying ser- 
pent ; the king who shall succeed him^ shall sting them worse than 
fds grandfather didy which history tells us that he didy 2 Kings 

30 xviii. 8. And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the 
needy shall lie down in' safety : and I will kill thy root with 
famine, and he shall slay thy remnant t Hezekiah shall be mild 
and just to his subjects^ and they shall enjoy plenty in his reign $ 
while the Philistines shall have famine and wary by which they shall 

3 1 be destroyed. Howl, O gate ; cry, O city ; thou, whole Palesti* 
na, [art] dissolved : for there shall come from the north a 
smoke, that w, afire from Judea to destroy thecy and none [shall 
be] alone in his appointed times ; the Jews shall go willingly to 

32 attack thecy and none shall desert or be missing. What shall [one] 
, then answer the messengers of the nation, who shall come to con* 

gratulate Hezekiah* s success ? That the Lord hath founded 
Zion, and dwells there by his extraordinary firesenccy and the poor 
of his people shall trust in it ; those that wercdesfnsed shall bc' 
ta.'ce themselves to ity and find security. 

4 Chap. XV. The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar 
of Moab is laid waste, [and] brought to silence, or 01* off ; be- 
cause in the night Kir of Moab is laid was»tc., [and] hr.x)ught to 

2 silence, suddenly and unexpectedly : He, thai isj JMoaby is gone 
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«p to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places, to weep, and call 
ufion his gods : Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Mcdeba : 
on all their heads [shall be] baldness, [and] every beard cut off, 

S in token ofmoi&ning. In their streets they shall gird them- 
selves with sackcloth : on the tops of their houses, and in their 

A streets, every one shall howl, weeping abundantly. And Hesh- 
bon shall cry, and Elealeh : their voice shall be heard [even] 
unto Jahaz : therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry 
out ; his life shall be grievous unto him : even the soldiers shall 
be quite disfiirited^ fierceirving the most dreadful calamities coming 

5 ufton them. My heart shall cry out for Moab ; his fugitives 

[shall flee] unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old ; or rather y 

, my heart shall cry unto Zoar^ like a heifer lowing after her calf: 

for by the mounting up of Luhith with weeping shall they 

go it up ; for in the way of Horonaim, they shaJI raise up a cry 

% of destruction ; it shall be an universal lamentation. For the 
waters of Nimrim shall be desolate : for the hay is withered 
away, the grass fiedleth, there is no green thing ; the country shall 

7 be defiofitdated and ruined by the army. Therefore the abund- 
ance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, shall 
they carry away to the brook of the willows ; their enemies shall 

8 plunder and carry away all their wealth. For the ,cry is gone 
round about the borders of Moab ; the howling thereof unto 

9 Eglaim, and the howling thereof unto Beerelim. For the 
waters of Dimon shall be full of blood : for I will bring more 
upon Dimon than has been ^tlready mentioned, lions upon him 
that escapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of the land ; great 
multitudes shall be shin, and those whojtee and those who are l^ 
in the land, shall be slain by lions and other salvage beasts, 

I Chap. XVI. Send ye the Iamb to the ruler of the land from 
Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion ; 
send the tribute due to the kings qfJudah^from all parts of your 

3 country, to Jerusalemj where the king's palace is,* For, or else, 
it shall be, [that,] as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, [so] 
the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon ; her chil- 
' dren shall be turned out of their habitations, and shall not know 

3 where tojty. Take counsel, how the ruin may be prevented, exe- 
cute judgment) do justice to my people ; make thy shadow as the 
night in the midst of the noon day ; hide the outcasts ; bewray 
not him that wandereth ; shelter them under their sufferings, and 

A do not betray them ts their enemies. Let mine outcasts, those that 

' flee from the Assyrian invasion, dwell with thee, Moab ; be thou 
a covert to them from the fecc of the spoiler : for the extortioner 
is at an end, that is, shaH quickly be so, the spoiler ceaseth, the 
oppressors are consumed out of the land. This is probably iron*- 
ical ; as if he had said, Thus you should have done, but, thanks be 
to God, now we have no occasion for such an instance ofygur kind' 

S ness. And in mercy shall the throne of Hezekiah be establish- 

* David had conquered the MoaUtes, and imde them tribataries. and the tribote was paid 
ia iheep ; bat this, they had neglected to leqd for toioe tine, a Hinii iii* 4. 
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ed : and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, 
judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting to execute right- 
eousnesss. 

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab ; aH his neighbours know 
it ; [he is] very proud : [eTen] of his haughtiness, and his 
pride, and his iivrath : [but] his lies [shall] not [be] so ; his 
strength and power are not equal to his pride ^ he is deceivtd in them, 

7 Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every oi>e shall howl : 
for the foundations of Kirhareseth shall ye mourn ; surely 

S [they are] stricken. For the fields of Heshbon languish, [and] 
the vine of Sibmah : the lords of the heathen, the Assyrian off.- 
cersy have broken down the principal plants thereof, they are 
come [even] unto Jazer, they wandered [through] the wil- 
derness : her branches are stretched out, they are gone over the 
sea ; their frtdtful country is wastedy so that they arc obliged to 

9 flee. Therefore I will bewail thee with the weeping of Jazer, 
or, fvith v>eeping bewail Jazer ; the vine of Sibmah : I will water 
thee with my tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh : for the shouting 

10 for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is fallen. And glad- 
ness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field ; and in 
the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be 
shouting : the treaders shall tread out no wine in [their] presses ; 
I have made [their vintage] shouting to cease ; there shall be 
no more shouting and joy in harvest y or the vintage^ because all 

1 1 shall be laid waste. Wherefore my bowels shall sound like on 
harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kirharesh : the 
profihet himself was deeply impressed with the prospect of their 

12 calamities. And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab 
is weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary 
to pray ; he shall Jirst try his high places^ then come to the temple 

13 of Chemosh^ his gody to pray ; but he shall not prevail. This 
[is] the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning Moab since 

14 that time. But now the I^rd hath spoken, sayings Within 
three years, as the years of an hireling, that is, three exact yearly 
and the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with ail that great 
multitude ; their riches shall be lost^ and their ntuttitudes become 
contemptible : and the remnant [shall be] very small [and] 
feeble.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. 'T^HE dealings of God with the nations of the earth, arc de- 
X. signed for the establishment of the church. This was the 
pious answer Hezekiah and his people were to make to those who 
came to congratulate him on his success. God is still carrying on 
this as his grand scheme ; and, though we may not pailicularly see 

• God had long ago determined on their destruction, but now, a« their wick'^Mtss vr.i» 
increased, he fixed the time for it. lyhethrr this prophecy wrs s«it to Mo^h, o»- not. jicrcer- 
t:«in : it pr»bably mid^bt be »o, and it wonld serve to confirm thr Ur^rlit*-^ in the Irelief ri ihe 
divine foreknowledge and Provideuce, and streqgtlitr. Lhcii faith iu thcptoihecics rcJtfiiig to 
thctnielvps. 
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how the means conduce to the end, the thought is very encouraging. 
And since God has such a regard to his church, and it is so firmly 
fixed, it is our wisdom to betake ourselves to it, to trust in it, and 
rejoice in its security amidst all the attempts of its enemies. 

2. We are taught from the idolatrous Moabites lo make prayer 
our refijge in the time of trouble^ It is natural in distress for every ^ 
roan to cry unto his god. They cried to their idol gods ; went up 
to their high places ; wept and mourned there ; and when one god 
would not answer, they tried another. How wretched is the case of 
idolaters I how happy the people, whose God is the Lord ! to whom 
they can go at all times, assured that their prayers will not be in vain. 

3. We should lament the horrible desolations that war makes in 
the earth. What a dreadful description is here of the misery of 
Moab, from the incursions, ravages, and plunders of their enemies. 
The lords of the heathens devoured or carried away every thing. 
How should we pity our enemies, or our unkind and wicked neigh- 
bours, when they suffer such a calamity. Let us think tenderly of 
them ; and for their sakes, as well as our own, and our allies, ear- 
nestly pray that war may cease. The servants of God, eypecially 
his prophets, should imitate the humanity and compassion of Isaiah, 
who speaks so feelingly of the distress of the enemies of God and 
Israel. 

/ 4. Let us learn to cultivate a readiness to help and relieve others 
in distress, whatever their character or behaviour to i:s has been. 
Whether we understand the prophet's advice to Moab as serious or 
ironical, it naturally suggests to us that we should help our fellow 
creatures under their sufferings, relieve the outcasts, shelter the 
oppressed from the cruelty of their oppressors, labour to promote 
justice, and show humanity and kindness to them that are in trouble ; 
then we may expect the same assistance should we be in like dis- 
tress ; and especially may we hope for the support and consolations 
of Christ, who «/« ti/wn his throne^ judging righteously. Blessed are 
the merciful^ Jor they shall obtain me/xy, 

5. We see how uncertain the possessions of this world are, which 
should lead us not to set our hearts upon them. What Uie Moab- 
ites had gotten and laid up, their enemies carried away. Riches 
expose men to plunder and rapine, and thus often take away the 
lives of the owners thereof. Joy may soon cease out of the field ; 
and those who have no better or higher joy than such as the increase 
of wealth, corn and wine, and oil affords, will then be very misera- 
ble. But there is a treasui'e that cannot be taken away, a joy that 
cannot be lost, a treasure laid up in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust can corru/ity nor thieves break through and steal / a joy that 
springs from the light of God's countenance, in whose presence there 
18 fulness of joy J and at whose right hand (here are filtasures for exer^ 
more. This we should be chiefly concerned to secure. Let the 
language of our souls be. Lord, lift up, upon us the Ught of thy coun* 
tenance ; and then, though the fig tree does not blotsom^ though there 
be no fruit on the vine, or calves in the stalls we may joy in the Lord^ 
and rejoice in the God of our sahkition. 
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CHAP. XVII, XVIII. 

M Syria and Israel had been conjederates against Judahj the dC'- 
struction of both (f them is here foretold. 

\ ^ I ''HE burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is, or shall 

X Af , taken away fi'om [being] a city, and it shall be a ruin* 

ous heap ; it vfos soon qfler made so by the king of Assyria^ see % 

2 Kings xvi. 9. The cities of Aroer [are] forsaken ; the province 
' of Syria shall be utterly desolate : they shall be for flocks whicb 

3 fihali lie down, and none shall make [them] afraid. The fortress 
als3 shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Datnas- 
cus, and the remnant of Syria, which shall be no longer a kingdom^ 
but a province to Assyria : they shall be as the glory of the chil- 
dren of Israel, saith the Lord of hosts ; they shall share in a comm 

4 mon destruction. And in that day it shall come to pass, [that] 
the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh 
shall wax lean ; shall be wasted away^ like a man in a consumfi" 

5 tion. And it shall be as when the harvest man gathereth the 
com, and rcapeth the ears with his arm ; and it shall be as he 
that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim, a fruitful valley 
near Jerusalem : he shall make clear riddance^ so that none shall be 
left ; the Israelites shall be carried into captivity by the Assyrians^ 
f 2 Kings XV. ?9. xvii. 6.) nuith as much ease as afield qf com is 

6 reaped and carried in. Yet gleaping grapes shall be left in it, 
(the image of the harvest is still carried on, J as the shaking of an 
olive tree, two [or] three berries in the top of the uttermost 
bough, which were out of reachy four [or] five in the outmost 
fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lord God of Israel ; a small 

7 remnant shall be reformed^ and saved^ and return to Judah» At 
that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have 
respect to the Holy One of Israel, and shall worship and serve 

8 him. And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, 
neither shall respect [that] which his fingers have made, either 
the groves or the images ; he shall no viore trust in idols, or im* 

9 ages in groves. In that day shall his strong cities be as a for- 
saken bough, and an uppermost branch,* which' they left be- 
cause of the children of Israel ; like the cities which they, that m, 
the CanaaniteSy left to Israel : and there shaU be desolation ; as 
the land cast them out, so it shall Israel ; or^ as the Canaanites 

forsook their cities Jor fear of the children oflsrael, when tluey came 
to possess the land^ so they shall be forsaken again now for fear oj 

10 the Assyrians, Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy 
salvation, and hast not been mindful of the^rock of thy strength, 
therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with 

1 1 strange slips : In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, 
and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish ; [but] 
the harvest [shall be] a heap in the day of grief and of desperate 

* The Seventy render it, Ai tht Hhites and AiMriteu 
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sorrow ; they shall be greatly diaaft/iointed in their most sangxdne 
expectations^ as the husbandman^ when^ after great paitiSy the har* 
•vest is ruined, IVe harve then a prophecy of the destruction of the 
Assyfian army^ to the end of the next chapter. 

12 Wo to the multitude of many people, to the many allies and 
auxiliaries of the Assyrians^ [which] make a noise like the noise 
of the seas ; and to the rushing of nations, [that] make a rush* 
ing like the rushing of mighty waters \ who come violently^ as if 

13 they vfouid destroy my people at once. The nations shall rush 
like the rushing of many waters ; but [God,] who is able to do iV, 
but whom they do not think of shall rebuke them, and they shall 
flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains be- 
fore the wind, and like a rolling tiling before the whirlwind. 

14 And behold at evening tide trouble ; [and] before the morning 
he [is] not ; referring to the destruction of the Assyrians in one 
night. This [is] the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot 
of them that rob us ; of other enemies as well as those, 

1 Chap. XVIIL* Wo to^ the land shadowing with wings, 
that stretches out its long wings or armiesy which [is] beyond the 

2 rivers of Ethiopia, or^ which passes to the river <f Ethiopia. That 
sendeth ambassadors by the seaf as well as by landy even in 
vessels of bulrushes, orreedsy upon the waters, [saying,] Go, ye 
swift messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, thus scorn* 
fully and contemptuously shall they speak of the Jews j to a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto ; a nation mjsted out ahd 
trodden down, whose land the rivers, that isy the Assyrians^ (ch. 

3 xvii. 12.) have spoiled ! All ye inhabitants of the world, and 
dwellers on the earth, see ye when he lifteth up an ensign on the 
mountains ; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye ; observe 
the prediction and the accomplishment ; see what God will do. 

4 For so the Lord said unto me, I will take my rest, and I will 
consider in my dwelling place, or^ regard my set dwelling placcy 
like a clear heat upon herbs, . [and] like a cloud of dew in the 
heat of harvest ; though I seem to be asleep and unconcerned^ yet 
I will dtfend my dwelling placcy will-make it a safe and delightful 

5 repose^ and continually watch over it. For afor» the harvest, 
when the bilH is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the 
flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and 
take away [and] cut down the branches ; when their schemes are 
ripemngy and they t/iink themselves sure qfsucc^ssy the Assyrians shall 

6 be utterly destroyed. Thty^ that is^all the enemies of God*s people^ 
shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to 
the beasts of the earth : and the fowls shall summer upon them, 

7 and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them. In that 
time shall the present be brought unto the Lord of hosts of a 
people scattered and peeled, and from a people terrible from 
their beginning hitherto ; a nation meted out and trodden under 



• The learnt are much dividend In opinion who thii chipter rcfem to- Some think the 
Eg^ians; others. Tirhak^h, kinf; of Ethtoaia or Anibi4, who cAtne to help th^ Ismrllt-^ 
agaunt the Auyrians> but were dcitroyed b/ mem. 1 rather think it refeth to tbr Awyi iuus. 
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foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of thenatne 
of the LoEO of hosts, the mount Zion. Here the ftrofihet retoru 
< ttfion the Atayrians : ambassadorB aheUl be sent to congratulate 
Ifezekiah on the destruction of their army ; presents shall be Sfnt 
from Egypt and £chicpiaj whom the Assyrians had conqueredy to 
the mount Zion : or it may meany thai the plunder of the Assyrian 
^ camp should be brought there*, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. TT is very happy when affliction promotes reformation. The 
A Israelites \idA forsaken Gad, therefore he brought the Assy- 
rians upon them. Some, foreseeinjj the trouble, repented and re- 
turned to God, and put away their idols. Providence intends, by 
national and personal troubles and dangers, to cure us of sin, of 
spiritual idolatry, of the love of money, of pleasure, and of trusting 
in man. They are designed to bring us to look to our Maker, the 
Holy One of Israel ; to acknowledge his providence ; to humble 
ourselves before him and pray to him : and it is a merciful afRic- 
tion that brings us to this; then shall we become objects of the divine 
care and favour, and he will provide for our security and happiness. 
Though there be but few of this character, they shall not be lost, 
but be aff a brand plucked out of the burning, 

2. We here see the source of sin and misery : it is forgcttiug 
God, being unmindful of him as our strong defence, and the author 
of all our mercies and deliverances ; and the consequence will be, 
disappointment where we most expected comfort and relief. Let us 
beware then lent lue forget the J^rd our God. To be continually 
mindful of him is a most important duty ; it is the support of all 
other duties, and will be the source of serenity and joy amidst all 
the changes of this mortal life. 

3. Let us not think God has forsaken his church, though he may 
sometimes suffer it to be in adversity and danger ; though he seems 
to say, Ivtnll take my re^ty and appears like one asleep, or as an un- 
concerned spectator. Let us not entertain the thought that he is so 
because he does not immediately appear ; he will regard his dwell- 
ing place, take care of his own interest, and his people shall find a 
safe and delightful repose in him. Let us never indulge unbelieving 
fears and suspicions, for the Lord is a God of judgment ; his church 
is built upon a rock, and the gates of hell shall never prevail against 
it. One or another of its* strongest earthly pillars may fall, but God 
will raise up others, and add to the church daily of such as shall be 
taved. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

ThU chafitcr refers to the caiamitiea brought ufion the Egyfitiaiu bif 
intestine commotions. The Israelite^ were fond of an alliance with 
theniy therefore their distress and inabtUty to helfi their allies is here 
foretold ; but it is difficult to determine to what period bf their his* 
tory this prophecy refers. 

i nPHE burden of E^pt./ Behold, the Lord rideth upon a 

X. swift dotid, as ajudgey and shall come into Egypt : and 

the idols of Egypt shall be moved at hys presence, shall be car* 

ried captive^ akd not be able to help their worshippers^ and the 

hdart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it, the people shall lose 

d all their courage. And I will set the Egyptians against the * 
Egyptians : and they shall fi^ht every one against his brother* 
and every one against his neighbour ; city against city, [andl 

3 kingdom against kingdom.* And the spirit of Egjrpt, that it» 
their courage and wisdom, for both of which they were famous^ shall 
fail in the lAidst thereof ; and I will destroy die counsel thereof: 
and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to 

4 ,them that haVe familiar spirits, and to th<s wizards. And the 
. Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord ; and m 

fierce kmg shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the Lord of 

^ hosts.t And the waters shall fiiil from the sea, and the river 

shall be wasted and dried tip, that is^ the Mle which they worship'* 

pedy and on the rising of which in springy and overflowing their landp 

6 their harvest depended^ as they had little or no rain. And they 

•shall turn the rivers far away ; [and] the brooks of defence shall 

T be emptied and dried up : the reeds and flags shall wither. The 

paper reedsf by the brooks, by the mouth, or sidey of the brooks^ 

and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven 

8 away, and be no [more.] The fishers also shall mourn, and all 
they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that 
spread nets upon the waters shall languish : £gypt was famous 

forjishy and its inhabitants Hved much upon ity as they scrupled to 

9 kill many animals for food. Moreover they that work in fine flax^ 
and they that weave net works, shall be confounded : it was also 
famous /hr^flax and fine Hncnyfbr which Solomon traded with the ^ 

10 Egyptidns. And they shall be broken in the purposes thereoft 
all that make sluices [and] nonds for fish ; that isy they that were 
used to get their Irving by keeping fish in pondsy shall fail of their 
gain that way ; all which intimates a general decay <f trade and 

1 1 prosperity. Surely the princes of Zmd, that most ancient city^ 

^ AfW the dettli of S^fmn t1>ere trere two yean anarchy ; then tvrelrf perMMif telsed 
the kfngtloRit and di vidfd it amoaff themtelm. At length PtammetiChot, one of the twelve* 
hy the Mp of the Greeks drove oot the other eleven, and rei}{iied alone. 

t ThU b understood of different persons, bat b generally supposed to refer to Psam* 
mefidms. 

t Hkb was die papyrns. a lar^e reed that grvw on the hraks of their river and broo1n» 
the hrovi leaves of which the Scfptiana wrou opoo, as we do on paper, wUcK tt^at hepca 
aooh irs name. 

Vol. V. W 
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(Mmt, xiii. 22.) [are] fools, the counsel of the wise counseflortf 
' of Pharaoh is become brutish : how saf ye unto Pharaoh, I 

12 [am] the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings ?• Wher« 
[arc] they ? where [are] thy wise [men ?] thy poHticiana and 
aatrologers .? and let them tell thee now, and let them know whalfr 

15 the LoRi> of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. The princes of 
Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph, or Memphis ^anot her 
ancient xityy arc deceived ; they have also seduced Egypt, [even 
they that are] the stay of tlie tribes thereof ; the governvrt^ v^ho 

U are the comera or au/ifiort of it. The Lord hath mingled t per- 
verse spirit in the midst thereof : and they have caused Egypt 
to erf in every work thereof, aa a drunken [man] staggereth in 
hiQ vomit ; theyahall be vnaetUed in their councila^ and follow 

15 thoae that are moat miachicvous. Neither shaU there be [any] 
work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do p 
their trade ahatlbe loaty and there ahalL be no v>orkfor the high or 

i6 the lono^ they abqlUurve no meana t0 helfi themaelvea. In that dB(y 
shall Egypt be like unto women : and it shall be afraid and fear 
because of the shaking of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which 
sliaketb over it ; that iay the threatemnga he denouncea^ and the 

17 Judgjnenta he ia bringing u/ion them. And the land of Judah 
shall be a terror unto Egypt, . every one that maketh mention 
thereof shall be afraid in himsell^ because of the counsel of the 
Lord of hosts, which he hath determined against it.f 

18 In that day shall five^ that ia, many^ cHies in the land of Egypt 
speak the langtiage of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts, 
engage themaelvea by ccrvenant to become aubject to them ; one 
shall be called^ The city of destruction ; of Herea^ or the aun^ 

19 that iay HeUofioUa.\ In that day shaU there be an altar to the 
Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the bor^ 
der thereof to the Lord ; the worahifi of God ahall be aet up there; 
and goapel worahip k of en deacribed by expreaaiona taken from the 
Jewiah worsMp : a pillar ahall be aet up to let every one know ac 

20 their f rat entrance what religion they are of. And it shall be for 
a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land ot 
Egypt : for they shall cry unto ¥he Lord because of the op- 
pressors, and he shall send them a saviour and a great one, and 

2 1 he shaH deliver them . || And the Lori> shall be known to Egypt, 

* The Cs7Pt!*o* P*'^^^*^^^ ^ c3^t*^o*^"^X ^°^^*>i<y« *^ traced up the lifts of theii* 
kings hj^ker than any other nation, quite to Ham. 

t Thl» prubuMy reren to tkeir »pprAen«ion «• Janj^crr when Sennacherib destroyed the 
fenced cities ot' Jodiih, before he bevicxcd Jerutalem ; thoush ochert refer it to the long uvgt 
of A«hdod by PMinmetichn<«. which stopped the course of his victories, and gave him great 
vexation. *lTier« are vari * i opinions amonf; thv learned what the next verse refers to r 
scwne wy, to the conversion of many of the £fyprtans tn the religion of the Jews> by their 
seitlement antoiig them ; but It more probably refers to their conversion by the gos^L 

f- After tb» nieite abovemenrinnedt the Iramed sny there >v9t an alliance borween Egypf* 
Axtyrl-i« s^ Jiidah : and the Jewf hnd actually fivtt dtift in the lafid, where rhev were ak 
ItnvtiX the tree exercise of ch^r religion. But that this was fact is not sofficiently evident ; 
and I rather prefer the fonner interpretation. 

H Dr. N;wton underhand* this of Alexander the Great, who^e xoccessor v^n Ptolemy the 
Great, and Spter, or saviour, probably in reference tq Christ. Alexander f^vouml the Jewsr, 
settled mwy in Egvpc, allowed them to be governed by their own laws and castoAis ; 
ntv\ there the Otvck tranttKUaiof the ]MMe» catted the S«ftttagiM» i« genevally sap)io«edc« 
have beea. made. 
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^ mA \hm Egsqitmy tball knov tbe Lokd in tb«t day, and shall 
do sacrifi^ apd oblation ; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the 
Lord, and perform [it ;] tkty shall have the mean* of knowledge 

23 ondi imfirove them. And the Lord shall smite Egypt : he shall 
^ amite and heal [it :] and they shall return [even] to \lie Lord, 

and he shall be entreated of thein> and shall heal them ; their 
afflicti(m9 shall do them good^ and dispose them to receive the goi^ 
S3 ftti. In that day shall tfaeror be a highway out of Egypt to As- 
syria» and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt) and the Egyp-/ 
tian into Assyria^ and the Egyptians sliall serve with the Assy* 
rians ; though JRgyfit was the hotise qf their bondage j and the As- 
syrians the invaders qfJudah^ yet their enmity shaUcease^ and they 

24 shall join in serving the Lord, In tliat day shall Israel be the 
third with Egypt and with Assyria ; the land of Israel which is 
between Egypt and Assyria^ shall be the centre of union to the three 
nations which had been so cften at variance^ [even] a blessing in 
the midst of the land) or, of the earth, as from thence the. gospel 

25 shall spread : Whom the Loan of hosts shall blest, saying, 
Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, 
and Israel mine inheritance. God will join them all in hi* bless- 
ing ; he will make them a blessing to all about them ; they shall be 
^ alike in covenant with him. Accordingly the gospel was early 
fUanied among them^ and many JlouriMng christian churches were 
there. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. /^B SERVE how easily God ca?i throw a populous and 
V^ flourishing nation into confusion and misery $ set the peo- 
ple one against the other, and raise a perverse spirit in the mids't 
thereof ; infatuate the wisest counsellors, and strike a {>anic and 
terror through all. He can by this means destroy their trade and 
commerce, and tahe away all their comforts. To do this, he needs 
but shake his hand over then. Who would not fear so great a 
Being, and wait on him for the continuation and increase of national 
prosperity ? We have need to pray that he would give a spirit of 
wisdom to our ministers, conduct and courage to our commanders 
and soldiers, and continue our unanimity, that we may not feel 
these dreadful evils. 

2. See whst a happy change the gospel nctakes in the state of na- 
tions, when tlia cordially received. God would show favour to 
Egypt ; and this is described, not by replenishing their rivers, mul- 
tiplying their fish, iticreaaing their trade) and esuUikhing their con- 
cord ; but by the spread of true reKgion anu>ng them ; bantshmg 
idolatry and sin ; (tisposing men Ijo receive the gospel ; to give 
themselves to the Lord, and worship him according to his institu- 
tion.. We may learn from this passage, what improvement we are 
to make of the gospel ; to lie thankful for Christ, that Savk>uf ahd 
great one ; publicly and bokfly to profess our relation and regard to 
him, and cuhivate that ixaoe and lave wlikh he requires of Kis peo* 
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pie. Let Oft, both hi our bcmsuiI and prhrtte cendnttyriiow tM the 
gospel has ^s effect upon us ; and we should earnestly pray that 
it may have the same effect upon others, eren upon all mankind ; 
and that by the more plenti^ effusion of the spirit in the latter 
day* God may again say, Ble^ed be Egypt my peofticj wid Auyri\ 
ske work of my hand»j and Uraei mme inketitance. 



^BB 



. CHAP. XX, XXI. 

Ji type prefiguring the 9ham^fid captivify of Egypt and Etfd^ia. 
ThU happened between the time that the Aotyrian army took the de^ 
fenced citieo ifJudahy and when they beeieged Jtrutalem^ which wa$ 

about three yeare, 

• 

1 TN the year that Tartan (mentioned with Eabehakehf 8 iSng9 
JL xTiii. 17^.) came unto Ashdod, (when Sargo^, that ia^ Sennat^ 
cheribj the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ash< 

3 dod) and took it i At the same time spake th€ Lobd by Isaiah 
the son of Amoz, sajring, Go and loose the sackcbth from off* 
thy loinSf which thou ha»t worn ao a mourning habit for the einu 
and caiamitie9 qfJudah and ItroHy and put off thy shoe from thy 
foot. And he did so, walking naked, that i«, without an upper 

d garment^ and barefoot. And the Lord said, Like as nvy servant 
Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years [for] a sign 
and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia ; not three ymra^ 
but three day^ to represent three yeara ^orit may be rendered, 
for a three year's eign^ that is^for a type or example <f three 

4 yeare ; So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians 
prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and 
barefoot, even with [their] buttocks, or hindparte^ uncovered, to 

5 the shame of Egypt, who were a very proud peopU, And they 
shall be afraid atui ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of 

• Egypt their glory ; tht muione that trusted in them^ and who had 
great expectatiansfrom the EtMofaans and Egyptians^ particularly 

6 Israel^ shall be ashamed tf their weak aides. And the inhabitant 
irfthis isle, or country^ shall say in that day, Behold, such [is] 
our expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from 
the king of Assyria : and how shall we escape ? we have no 
way to ssoapty nam the Msyrians have such success tigains^ these 
nations. 

} Chap. XXI. The burden of the desert, or plain^ of the sea s 
thai ft, Babyhmi which lay upon the rfperSf and had large lakes like 
SMS obotit it. As whirlwinds in the south pass through, come 
suddenly^ irressstibiy^ and carry ail brfore them^ [so] it cometh 
firom the desert, which lay between Persia and Babylon^ from a 
3 terrible land. A griveous vision is dedared unto me ; the 
t treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, or, is dealt tj^eacher^ 
ousiy withy and the spoiler spukth, or, is spoiled ; BobyUn is re- 
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% fmidin her cmm coin. Go vp, O £bm : beriegc> O Media ; «B 
the sigbinp thereof have I made to cease^ that is, the sighing ^ 
5 the cttfftrve Jsraeiites and others. Therefore are my loins filled 
* wkh pain ; pangs have taken hold upon me, as the panga 
« of a woman that travaileth. I was bowed down at the hearing 

4 [of it ;] I was dismayed at the seeing [of it.] My heart panted» 
fearRilness afPnghted me : the night of my pleasure, when I 

5 ttsed to take nn^ repose, hath he turned intof^unto nr.^ Pre* 
pare the table, watch in the watch tower, eat, drink ; whiie you 
prepare your table, and are feasting in luxury, ye shall hear a sud' 
den cry ; arise) ye princes, [and] anoint the shield, that they 
may be beautiful and serviceable, and the darts may easily slip ojfl 

€ For thus hath the Lord said unto me. Go, set a watchman, ^ho 
may diaeem the approaching danger, and let him declare what ha 
f seeth. ^ And he saw a chariot [with], a couple of horsemen, or 
horses, that is, the commanders in chitf, Cyrus and Darius, a char- 
iot of asses, or mules, that is, the Persians, .[and] a chariot of 
camels, the Medes, who made use of them ; they were both joined 
in this expedition ; and he hearkened diligently with much 
% heed i And he cried, A Hon ; or, the watchman cried as a Horn, 
with a terrible voice, at the sight of the danger af^iroaching, and 
said. My lord, I stand continually upon the watch tower in the 
day time, and I am set in my ward whole nights ; lam very 
9 carefiU to observe what passes : And, behold, here cometh a 
chariot of men, [with] a couple of horsemen. And he, ti^ iSj 
the commander in chief, answered and said, Babykm b fisdlen, shall 
surely fall : and all the graven images of her gods he hath brok- 

141 en unto the ground. O my threshmg, and the com of my floor ; 
re f err i ng to the Jsraeiites, who are represented as bod^s com^ in 
opposition to chaff and straw ; they shall be oppressed yet pto^ 
served ; that which I have heard dtht Lokd c^ hosts, die God 
of Israel, have I declared unto jonjor your comfort, 

1 1 The burden of Dumah, that is, if Idumea, or Jidom. . He 
calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watch- 
man, what of the night ? The £d<mu4es were alanned with th0 
approaching danger ^ and are here represented as eagerly address^ 

13 i$^ the prophet. The watchman said, The morning cometh, 
and also the night ; ye shaM have peace and respite far a while% 
but a dork and dreadful night will follow : If ye will inquire, in- 
quire 3re : return, come ; if ye will inquire, inquire immediately, 
in good earnest ; and come, return to God, join yomrsetoes to his 
people, and so escape the threatened destruction. 

13 The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Aralna shall ye 

1 4 lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim.f The inhatnt- 
ants of the land of Temah brought water to him that was thirsty, 

15 they prevented with their bread him that fled. For they fled 

* Some understand tliit of the prophet's concern for their ca1»nltiee ; 1 rather think it 
it a description of the trrror of Babylon, especIaHy of Belshasaar, when the city was taken. 

t Theie were the deecendanct of Abr;(h:«m by Ketnrah. The hioe of Assyria mighe 
attack this people ; they used tn pitph their teats in froitfiU caoBtrlM*. bat BOW they were 
glad to wander In forests, and to receive help from their neighboort. . 
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from the sword«, feotn the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, 

1 6 and from the grievousness of war. For thus hath the Lord said 
unto roe, Within a year, accordine to the years of an hireling, 
and all the glory of Kedar, the ton of Uhm^ely another clan or 
tribe y shall fail ; within a year all their Jtbck* and /lower 9haU 

17 fail : And the residue of the number of archers, /or which tbia 
(ride was /amousj the mighty men of the children of Kedar, 
shall be diminished : for the Lord Goo of Israel hath spoken 
[it.] 

• REFLECTIONS. 

1. T^/E here see the iranity of creature dependencies : the ex- 
V V pectations of Ethiopia, and of Egypt, the glory of Israel, 
w^re all disappointed. The skill of archers, the most numerous 
forces, and great wealth, are no security to a nation when God de- 
termines to punish. Let us learn wisdom by these repeated exam- 
ples. If we trust in man, and neglect God, or do not make him our 
chief confidence, he will suffer us to be disappointed, and he is just 
and kind in it. Truly in vain is salvation looked for from the hiUs 
and the multitude qf mountains ; ourhelfi ia only in the name of our 
God. 

2. See how soon the carnal mirth of men may be turned into 
sorrow. Another seasonable lesson for us. When the Babyloni- 
ans were preparing the table, eating, diinking, and making merry, 
God was preparing slaughter and destruction for them. How sud- 
denly did confusion and misery come on this sensual, riotous 
people ! Thus if we transgress the bounds of temperance and pru- 
dence, the night of our fileaaure may be turned into fear. Though 
we escape every otlier enemy, death may come upon us unawares, 
and the end qfour mirth may be heaviness. Let us therefore never 
he off our guards but be peculiarly watchful in seasons of tempta- 
tion, and remember, that for all these things God will bring us into 
judgmmf. 

• 3. God's people are dear to him, and he intends their benefit^ 
even when he corrects them. The church is his husbandry. His 
people are the com of his floor, valuable in themselves, and dear to 
him. He may see good to thresh or bruise them by afflictions, but 
?t is to purify them. Hypocritts are as chaff, worthless and con- 
temptible ; he takes no concern about them, suffers them to go on 
in ease and prot)>erity : but at length thty shall be burned with urt^ 
qucnehablefirc. Let us then be patient in tribulation, and wait qpon 
God to make all issue in our salvation. 

4. In every time of danger it is our.di*ty imniediately to retmi) 
to God. Ministers are appointed as watchmen, in the name of 
Ciod to give men warning of the danger they are in, and the de- 
struction that is before them ; and it is llicir duty to attend to the 
warning, to inquire the will of God, and immedTately comply with 
the intimations of it. They must return to him and their duty, if 
they desire to escape destruction j if they linger, it is at their 
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petit $ for though every thing may now look bright and pieas" 
ing as the morning) yet the nighi cometh when no man can vforky and 
they will sink into blackness of darkness for ever ; therefore, todays 
vhtie it u called today^ let Us hear hU voice and not harden our heart9. 



CHAP. XXII. 

T%e title ofthia chaftterj a9 it $tanda in ottr Bible j it a mittake : the 
farmer fiart relates to the invanon ofJudea by Sennatherib in Hezt^ 
kiah*9 time / the latter to some changes in his court, 

X ^ I *HE burden of the valley of vision, thatisy of Jerusalem^ 
X. miost of which was in a valley surrounded with mountains^ 
It is called the valley of vision j because there God %vas known ; it 
had the scri/itures and the firo/ihetSy and other means qfseeingy that 
w, knowing the will of God. What ailcth thee now, that thou art 
wholly gone up to the house tops, to observe the motion of the ene^ 

2 my, or look out for help, ? Thou that art, that is^ hast beeny full of 
stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city, full of tradcy hurry^ and 
diversions : thy slain [men are] not slain with the sword, nor 

3 dead in battle, but dead with fear. All thy rulers are fl«i to- 
gether, that isj the rulers oj the fortified cities that Sennacherib had 

• taken^ they are bound by the archers : all that are found in thee 
are bound together, [which] have fled from far ; fhey are taken 
prisoners by the archers and bound like captives^ though they are 

4 fled far away. Therefore said I, Look away from* me : I will 
weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, let me alone to indulge 
^y S^ffi because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people. 

5 For [it is] a day of troublt, and of treading down,* :»nd of per.« 
plexity by the Lord Got) of hosts in the valley of vision ; there 
are dangers without and troubles mthhiy but all are from the Lord 
of hosts ; breaking down the walls of the cities they had taken f 
or rather^ some of the walls or fumses about Jerusalem^ to fortify it 
the better ; and of crying to the mountains ; calling to those 
who guarded the passes of the mountains to know what intelligence 
they had (f the enemy ^ or to exhort them to defend their posts vig^ 

6 orously. And Elam bare the quiver wkh chariots of men [and] 
horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield ; tiiat isy the Fenians 
and Medesy who were subject to the king <f Assyriay or allies in 

7 this war. And it shall come to pass, [that] thy choicest vallies^ 
shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves 

8 in array at the gate. And he discovered the covering of Judah, 
and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the hor^e ot' 
the forest ; referring ^o Sennachcrib*a taking ihc fvnced cuitu^ 
which were a covering to the country ; and efifuciaUj to /a* bt ing 
fitmished with arms out (f the armoury that Sohinon //a J builf^ 

9 and where he put hi ft shields y \ KingSy x. 17. Ye have setn also 
the breaches of the city of David, that they are many ; the for: 
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mnd coitle qfihe cUy^ and repaired them ; and ye gathered (o^ 
getber the waters of the lower pool ; probably conveyed them 
tinder ground to fumuh them^etves vrith water ^ and deprive the 

io enemy <f it. And ye have numbered the houses of JeruSi^fn# 
and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall ; (hat is^ 
numbered the house^j either to lay a tax on them^ or to see fMcH 

1 1 might be pulled down^ in order the better to defend the walla. Ye 
made also a ditq^ between the two walk, to strengthen the city^ 
fof the water of the old pool, and conveyed water thither for if 
•eturity : but ye iKve not looked unto the maker thereof, neither 
had respect unto him that &shioned it long ago ; m all this ye 
have forgotten Jehovahy who appointed thie place for your Capital. 

is And in that day did the Lord God of hosts call, by the language . 
€fhi9 providence f and the voice of his prophet^ to weeping and |^ 
mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth ; to 

13 fasting and all the marks of deep humiliation : And behold joy 
and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and 
drinking wine : let us eat and drink ; for tomorrow we shall die ; 
instead qf humiliation^ there was nothing but mirth and feasting, 
end a stupid despair^ grounded upon licentious principles^ a dUbe- 

14 Urfor a contempt of a future state* And it was revealed in mine 
ears by the Lord of hosts, that 1 might publish it^ Surely this 
iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord 
God of hosts ; that is, it shall nexter be purged, ye shall perish in 
these your iniquities^ Then follows a prophecy (f some changes in 

' Hezekiah^s court, 

\S Thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Go, get thee unto this 
treasurer, [even] unto Shebna, which [is] over the house,* [and 

1>6 say,] What hast thou here ? and whom hast thou here, what 
estate, family, or relations ? that thou hast hewed thee out a 
sepuld^re here, [as] he that heweth him out a sepulchre on 
high, [and] that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock ? 
ia grand sepulchre, like a palace, to keep up thy memory to succeed* 

\7 ing times j as if sure of continuing in thy post ? Behold, the Lord 
will carry thee away with a mighty oapttvity, and will surely 
cover thee ; or^ the Lord, who covered thee with an excellent cov* 
ering, and clothed thee gorgeously, shall surely cover thee with dis^ 
grace ^ as criminals when ltd to execution^ were covered, as if 

18 unworthy to see the Ught. He will surely violently turn and toss 
thee [like] a ball into a large country : there shalt thou die, in 
ajar country, and obscurity, and there the chanots of thy glory, 
in which thou hast beeft used to ride'in state, [shall be] the shame 
of thy lord's house, that is, ofMaz, who probably advanced him 

\^ to thisdigiiity. And I will drive thee from thy station, and from 

30 thy state shall he pull thee down, that is, God shall do it. And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Elia- 

31 kirn the son of Hilkiah : And I will clothe bira with thy 
robe, and strengthen him with thy gi}*dle, he slutll have thy 

• So-ne suppose him tobave.bem :i Coreiffnrr, as hU father is not mentioned ; and the Jews 
laqr, tbs^he kiepi up a traiterous corre!*pondrnce with th«c Atsyriaua. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAIAH. XXIL 169 

hMour and fiowtr^ and I will commit thy government into his 
hand : and he shall be a &ther to the inhabitants of Jerusalemy 
and to the house of Judah $ /te shall take a tender care qfthe city 

^2 and country. And the key of the house of David will I lay upon 
his shoulder, that », he shall be lord steward of the household^ 
Searing a key as the badge of his office ; -so be shall open> and 

^3 none shall shut ; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And 
I will fasten him [as] a nail in a sure place ; and he shall be for 
a glorious throne to his father's house ; he shall be fixed in hi9 

24 station, and be an honour to his family. And they shall hang 
« upon him all the glory of his father's house, the dfispring and 

the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cupsy 
even to all the vessels of flagons, that is^ large and small vessels^ 
(the allusion to a nail being still carried an,) his relations and de» 
pendants shall fare the better for Aim, and be advanced by him^ 

25 and he shall not be remaned like his predecessors. In that day^ 
saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail that is fieistened in the sure 
place be removed, and be cut down, and fall ; and the burden 
that [was] upon it shall be cut off, that is^ Shebnoy and all his dcr 
pendants : for the Lord hath spoken [it.] 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. X ITE are again taught how vain all military preparations arci" 
V V without a dependence on God. The prophet mentions 
the particular methods that were taken to fortify and defend the 
city ; these were wise and right, and they are not blamed for 
taking them, but for trusting to them, and forgetting God ; for 
not looking to him, as the strength of his people ^ not having re- 
spect to him, who alone can give deliverance. There are too man]r 
wise counsellors and brave soldiers, that never look to their Maker; 
their measures may be prudent and vigorous, but, without God| 
they will all be in vain. It is peculiarly inexcusable for a people 
who live in a valley of vision, in a land of light and religious privi- 
leges, to trust to an arm of flesh. Let us guard againtthis error, 
have continual respect to the Lord Jxhovah, and pray that all 
who have the direction of eur public concerns may do so too. 

2. It is highly provoking to God for his professing people to 
follow diversions, and be making merry, when he calls to humilia- 
tion and devotion. When his judgments are abroad in the eaith, 
when we are engaged in war, when our expenses are great, and 
our burdens heavy, it is then a time for humiliation and prayer ; 
his providence calls us to it ; his word commands it. The intent 
of his judgments is to promote humiHi^n ; and that is a proper 
qualiflcatoin for his mercy. But alas I how little of this appears J 
Luxury, mirth, and diversions, dissipation of Ihought, forgetful- 
ness of God, and liceotious principles prevail among us ; and tliere 
is reason to fear that for these things (which are peculiarly unsea- 
sonable and mischievous amidst public troubles and dangers) God 

Vol. V. X 
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•hould bring ruin upon us. Let us, like the prophet^ htvrnl such 
days of public trouble and perplexity ; and in the day of advertity 
€onnder > humble our»ehe9 under the mighty hand qf Godf that he 
may exalt ua in due time, ' • 

3. See in what slippery places great men stand. Shebna wa» 
the chief officer in Hezekiah's court, his prime minister ; he 
thought of nochange, his dependants thought of none ; he concluded 
he should live and die in honour at Jerusalem, and be buried in his 
stately sepulchre. But he and his adherents were cast off, and 
he died in shame and obscurity. We see even in the present day 
such changes in courts ; which should cool our ardor for wealth 
and greatness, and lead us to seek the fiivour of the King of kings, 
and the honour that comes from him ; for he will never cast' off 
his faithful servants. Nor let us think ourselves secure in any 
private station, however comfortable ^ we may be tossed to distant 
places, die, and be buried, we know not where. Let us then re* 
joiceyoa though we rejoiced not ; and seek an inheritance above, that 
is iihorrufitiblcy ttndejfiledj and that fadeth not away. 

A, The hand of God should be owned in the change of placemen 
and courtiers. God made those changes in Hezekiah's courts by 
disposing his mind to turn out Shebna, and to put Eliakim into 
his place ; and firomotion still cometh from him. Though we ima- 
gine that it depends on the pleasure and fency of princes, and those 
who influence them, it is He seta ufi and fiuUa doivn whom hepleas^ 
eth. Let us think of this when we hear of such changes in favour 
of some whom we tfiink are less favourable to the true interest 
of our country than we could wish. It should excite our eaniest 
prayers, that God, who has the king's heart in his hand, would dis- 
pose hinv to make a wise choice of servants and officers, who shall 
be more intent cm the public welfare than on aggrandizing their fam- 
ilies, or advancing their dependants ; yea, who may be like Eliakim, 
fcthcrs of their country, and take the tenderest care of the interest 
of thepeopler Many seek the ruler's /avoury but every man*8Judg' 
ment ftroceedethfrom the Lord. 

5. The character of Eliakim naturally leads our thoughts to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, whom God hath exalted to the highest au- 
thority over his house and kingdom^ RriK lii. 7. He has the highest 
dignity in his heavenly court, and unlimited authority over his 
church below. He is a nail in a sure place, who shall never be 
removed, never lose his interest in his father's esteem. All true 
christians confide upon him ; he is the support of their spiritual 
Ufe, and their possessing eternal life depends on him ; they derive 
their honour from him ; and they are for ever secured by him. 
No other nail will support. them ; but he is able to bear the 
stress of all those concerns which by faith are hung upon him. Let 
las then trust in him ourselves, and be earnestly desirous that our 
offspring and their interest may be hung upon him also ; that we 
may be able to say in life and death, / know in whom I have bcUrV" 
edj and amfiersuaded fie is able to keep what I have committed to him 
till that day. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

■ 

TkU chapter is a firofihecy (fthe destruction of Tyre by Kebuchadnez- 
zar^ after a siege of thirteen years ; the inhabitants all fled to sea 
with thdr best effects, so that there vms only the naked city l^ty 
which he entirely destroyed ; it was the most famous city for trade y 
merchandise^ and naval strength^ in the world, 

1 ^ I ''HE burden of Type. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish, all trad- 

X ing shifisy esflecially those of Sfiain j for it is laid waste, so 
that tk^re is no housC) no entering in ; no house of business, or 
entertamment, no shifis entering into the harbour : froni the land of 
fChittim it is revealed to them ; Greece and Italy have heard 

2 that it is wasted. Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle, or fienin- 
sula : thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that,pass over the sea, 

5 have replenished.* And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the 
harvest of the river, [is] her revenue ; and she is a mart of na- 

4 tions.f Be thou ashamed, O Zidon : for the sea hath spoken, 
[even] the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring 
forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, [nor] bring 
up virgins ; even Sidon is defiofiulated by this event, and sends 

5 forth no more colonies, nor do any fiersons come to settle there. As 
at the report concerning Egypt [so] shall they be sorely pained 
at the report of Tyre ; all Egyfu shall be astonished at the down^ 
fdl qf Tyre, which Mbuchadnezzar shall quickly after conquer ; 

6 this was to be his wages. Pass ye over to Tarshish ; howl, ye 

7 inhabitants of the isle. [Is] this your joyous [city,] whose an- 
tiquity [is] of ancient days ^ her own feet shall carry her afer 

8 off to sojourn ; her inhabitants shall fy from home. Who hath 
taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning [city,] whose 
merchants [are] princes, whose traffickers [are] the honourable 

9 of the earth ?|| The Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the 
pride of all glory, [and] to bring into contempt all the honoura- 

10 ble of the earth. Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter 
of Tarshish ; so called because enriched by its trade at sea ; pass 
through thy territories, to save thyself in foreign countries, as swift 
as a river, for [there is] no more strength ;. thou hast no power 

1 1 to resist the enemy. He, that is, God, stretched out his hand 
over the sea, he shook the kingdoms : the Lord hath given a 
commandment against the merchant [city,] to destroy the strong 

12 holds thereof. And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou 
oppressed yirgin, daughter of Zidon :** arisen pass over to Chit- 

* Tyre was a colony of Sidoo. 

t Thr produtts of Egypt* especially corn^ were broaght thither and carried to other na- 
tions by the Tyrians. 

i Tn the time of Joshua (chap, xix. 39) it was called, the strtng city Tyre, Many hea- 
then «rriters ipeak oif it as very ancient. 

I Trre boasted of itself as the queea of cities ; and its trade brooght immense wealth ta 
its inhabitants. 

* * Sidoo was older than Tyre* and the mother of it ( it Is ntiitioaed in Genesis* in J«Q»b'a 
(Mtiog, and called Great Si4m, io Jeihita xU. 38. 
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tim ; there also thou shalt have no rest ; the Sidoniam fhalljind 

13 no rest in the countries to which they fiee,* Behold the land of 
the Chaldeans ; this people was poty [till] the Assyrian founded 
it for them that dwell iq the wilderness : they set up the towers 
thereof, they raised up the palaces ther^f ; [and] he brought 

14 it to ruin.t Howl, ye ships of Tarshish, or Tartesaua^ in S/iainy a 
place which they much frequented : for your strength is laid waste- 

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be for- 
, gotten seventy years, according to the days of one king, or faw-^ 

ily qf kings J namely Nebuchadnezzar^ his son and grandson ; after 
the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot, (hat w, 

>6 he restored and rebuilt.^ Take an harp, go about the city, thou 
hariot that hast been forgotten ; make sweet melody, sing many' > 
songs, that thou mayest be remembered ; she shall endeavour to 

17 allure others to trqffiek vnth her as before,\\ And it shall come to 
mss after the end of seventy years, that the Lord will visit 
Tyre, and she shal) turn to her hire^ and shall commit fomica^ 
tion, that is^ shall traffickj with all the kingdoms of the world upon 

19 the lace of the earth. And her merchandise and her hire shaH 
be holiness |o the Lord ; she shall make a better use of her wealth 
than before : it shall not be treasured nor laid up ; for her mer- 
chandise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat 
sufficiently, and for durable clothing ; it shall be brought to Je^ 
rusalemfor the use of the firitsts^ a firofiheey that many should be 
converted to the Jewish religion^ and which had probably a further 
reference to their embracing the gospel^ as many of them did. We 
have an account in Acts xxi. 4. of some disciples thercy and Faults 
interview with them ; and we read in ancient ecclesiastical history 
^many converts^ and some n^irtyrs H^ere^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

L OEE here an instance of the awful and melancholy change 

that may be brought on the most wealthy and powerftil 
atate. It is a thought that often occurs ; yet there is none that is 
more necessary to be attended to. The rich, populous, and flourish- 
5ng city of Tyre was destroyed, and its inhabitants forced to flee. • 
This joyous city, full of mirth and diversions, was overwhelmed 
■with sorrow and sadness. We may learn hence the vanity of the 
iR^orld ; and let those who live in wealth and splendor observe how 
soon it may sink and wither, and they lose their all, and be glad to 
fiy any where for re$t. Since wealth increases luxury and debauch- 

* Some of them Nrbachadnezsar conqoered^ and dieir own colonics were in an aniettled 
■tate, when Tyre wa« destroyed. 

t Babylon was a place of no note or eminence at the time of this prophet ; the peofile 
lired in tents till the Assyrians built that city for their reception ; yet the Chaldeans, or BHb* 
ylonlans, shoald bring Tyre to ruin, though a strong, magnificent, and wealthy city. 

% probably when Cyrns delivered the Israelites, he released t^e Tyrians. and many 
of thefti srttlrd near tlie old city, whkh was then to retomtoher former state of prosper- 
ity and traffick. 

1 A rich pity ma> be romparfd to aq harlot on that aceoont ; bot perhaps here is an allnsioo 
to their lewdncit, and debauchery, and their being tkiUed in the artt of frand and Inxory. 
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«ry., we have need to be particularly watchful. But the principal 
ground of God's controversy with Tyre was its pride, v. ^, Men 
arc very apt to increase in pride as their substance increases ; 
and therefore it is neediul to charge those who are rich in this 
world, that they be not high minded^ nor trust in uncertain riches^ 
since this instance shows how soon they may make themselves 
wings and fly away. 

2, We learn how to employ our substance to the best advantage^ 
namely, to consecrate it to God. Let the merchandise of the trades* 
man, and the hire of the labourer, be hotinesM to the Lordy devoted to 
him, and employed for him in works of piety and charity, in reliev- 
ing the necessitous, and supporting and encouraging the gospel. 
We see by v. 18, that when it is treasured and laid up it is not ho- 
liness to the Lord ; neither is it so when it is extravagantly spent. 
As God gives us our substance, it becomes us to employ it for him, 
then it will turn to the best account. By being rich in good vforkt^ 
ready to diMtridutey and wilUng to commwucatey we sfiaU lay up, in 
•tore a good foundation against the time to come. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

This chafiter contains a general descrifition of the miseries brought ufi- 
on Israel and the neighbouring nations^ first by Sennacherib^ king ff 
Assyria^ and 'then by JSTcbuchadnezzar^ king of Babylon. 

1 T5 EHOLD, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and mcketh 
JD it waste, and tumeth it upside down, and scattereth abroad 
the inhabitants thereof ; there shall be a general conjusion^ as at 

2 first when the earth was without form. And it shall be, as with 
the people, so with the priest ; as with the servant, so with his 
master ; as with the maid, so with her mistress ; as with the 
buyer, so with the seller ; as with the lender, so with the bor- 
rower ; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to 
him ; there shall be a general desolation^ and all ranks and orders 

3 shall be involved in the same calamity. The land shall be-utterly 
emptied, and utterly spoiled : for the Lokd hath spoken this 

4 word. The earth moumeth [and] fadeth away, the world lan- 
guisheth [and] fadeth awayt the haughty people of the earth do 
languish ; who have most to lose^ and are least able to bear suffer^ 

5 ings. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; 
because they have transgressed the laws, changed, or neglected^ 
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant ; either the Mo- 

6 saic law^ or the covenant with Mah. Therefore hath the curse 
devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate by 
frcj sword J or fiestilence : therefore the inhabitants of the earth 

7 are burned, and few men left. The new wine moumeth, the 
vine languisheth, and is spoiled by the enemy^ all the merry heart- 

S ed do sigh. The mirth of tabrets ceasethy the noise of them 
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9 that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceasetb. Thejr shall 
not (Iriok wine with a song ; strong drink shall be bitter to them 
that drink it ; thet^ •hall have no reiith /or their former delighia, 

10 The citf of coofomnt either Samaria^ or Jertualem^ is broken 
down : every house is shut up, that no man may come in ; the 

1 1 inhabitants are all gone^ either deady or in ca/itivity, [There is] 
a crying for wine in the streets ; all joy is darkened, the mirth 

13 of the land is gone. In the city is left desolation, and the gate 
is smitten with destruction ; the enemy may enter when they 

13 filease. When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among; 
the people, [there shall be] as the shaking of an olive tree, [and] 
as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. Mvertheieta 
a remnant shall he /^, and these shall be serious and devout ; 

14 They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty 
of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea, over which they 

15 havered. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, in the 
greatest distress and the heaviest afflictions^ [even] the name of 
the Loi:d God of Israel in the isles of the sea* 

16 From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songa, 
the dispersed fuofUe qf God kee/i ufi and fin/ess their religion^ 
[even] glory to the righteous God. But I said, My leannessy 
my leanness, wo unto me I the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously ; yea, the treacherous dealers, or apostate 
jieople^ have dealt very treacherously ; I am so ijffected with the 
people* s hypocrisy toward Gody and dishonesty tpward one another^ 

17 t/tat I am consumed away. Fear, and the pit, and the snare, 

18 [are] upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come 
to pass, [that] he who fieeth from the ndse of the fear shall fall 
into the pit ; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit 
shall be taken In the snare : for the windows from on high are 
open, and the foundations of the earth do shake ; an allusion to 
the deluge i they run any where for safety^ but still run into dan-* 

1 9 ger. The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dis-» 

20 solved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel 
to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed ^ke a cottage, 
or, as easily as a cottage ; and the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon it> sin shall sink it ; and it shall fall and not risei 

21 again. And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] the Lord 
shall punish the host of the high ones [that are] on high, and 
the kings of the earth, the Msyrian and Chaldean monarchsj who 

22 have done so much ntischlrf upon the earth. And they shall be 
gathered together, [as] prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 
shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be 
visited j that w, the Jewsy who had been as prisonersy shall be viS' 

23 ited in mercy y releasedy and return to their own land. Then the 
moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem ; 
that isy the divine perfections shall be so illustratedy that the bright^ 
nesn of them shall obscure the sun and moony as they do lesser 
lights ; and before his ancients gloriously i fds priests and an* 
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dent aervaniii who mow the detoiation of their country^ %haU 9ee 
all the glory that •haU be dia/ilayed in the deatruction of these mon* 
archies J in pwnshing the wicked and sparing and restoring the 
righteous. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. /^BSERVE how sin defiles and destroys a land. It is that 
V^ which makes a land tremble, empties it of its treastireti and 
inhabitants, and brings confusion and desolation upon it. See what 
sins in particular do thiS) namely, transgressing the law of nature, 
the rules of the creation ; changing the ordinances of God, the in- 
stitutions of revealed religion ; inventing new ones> neglecting the 
dd, and making no conscience of complying * with them : this 
brings great guilt on particular persons, and on nations, that is, 
not complying with the terms of the everlasting covenant. See 
then how necessary it is to observe the divine laws and ordinances 
if we desire to escape the curse. 

2. See the difference between carnal and spiritual joys ; the joy 
of sinners and saints. The joy of the sinner arises from music, 
wine, and gay company ; and when these are gone^ his joys are 
gone ; his mirth is over, and it ends in heaviness. But the joy of 
the saint arises from and centres in the blessed God, and the foun- 
dation of his comfort will not foil. He can rejoice in tribulation ; 
and when the judgments of God lay all around him waste, he can 
joy in the God of his salvation. It is easy to infer who are the 
happiest people, and in which number we should desire to be 
found. 

3. See the duty of God*s people in seasons of affliction, v. 15. 
Olonfy ye the Lord in the fires^ acknowledge his hand in affliction, 
reverence his power and justice. He who kindles thoifire will mod- 
erate its violence ; will be with his servants whei) they pass through 
it ; and deliver them out of it : and on all those accounts they 
should glorify him, trust in him, and wait patiently for his salvation. 

4. The various changes in states and kingdoms illustrate the per- 
fections, and display the glory of the Lord. It is he who doeth 
these things, v. 1 . When nations are made desolate, he commands 
it ; when the high ones of the earth are humbled and punished, it 
is the King of kings who doeth it. When oppressors are brought 
down, and God's servants delivered, it is a glorious display of hi$ 
power and sovereignty, his hatred of oppression and injustice^ his 
faithfulness to his promises, and kindness to his people. Let us 
then carefully observe his glories as thus displayed, and lift up our 
voices, and sing for the majesty of the Lord. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

7%c prophet in thi$ cha/iier ptrdaeth God for hU judgthentSy fot Ms 
saving ben^ta^ and for his victorious salvation. This is afipHed by 
many to the victory of the Jews over the Assyrians ; but it rather 
refers to the gospel churchy and God*s apfiearances for it. 

1 r\ LORD, thou [art] my God ; I will exalt thee, I wiM 
v-/ praise thy name ; for thou haat done wonderful [tilings ; 
thy] counsels of old [are] faithfulness [and] truth; thou host 

2 punctually fulfilled what thou didst declare of old. For thou hast 
made of a city an heap ; [of] a defenced city a ruin : a palace 
of strangers to be no city ; cities which were nice palaces j to which 
strangers resorted out of curiosity y shall be utterly ruined ; it shall 
never be buih ; which expresses the churchU complete triumph 

3 over its enemies^ esftecially over the heathen. Therefore shall the 
strong people glorify thee ; those that have been enemies to thee 
and thy causcy shall bring ghry to thee : the cky of the terrible 
nations shall fear thee ; being humbled by these judgments^ they 
shall be converted^ or at least forced to acknowledge thy power ^ 

4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the 
heat, when the blast of the terrible ones [is] as a storm [against] 
the WaH ; when hot suns and burning winds are beating againmt 

5 theniy which seem as if they would destroy them. Thou shalt 
bringdown the noise of strangers, aathe heat in a dry place ; 
[even] the heat with the shadow of a cloud ; t/iou wilt destroy the 
enemies qf thy church and gospel as easily as thou canst make a 
cloud to shelter men in the heat of the day : the branch, or rather j 
the rejoici^gy of the terrible enes sliall be brought low, and thy 

6 people -/tav^ quiet and r^eshment. And in this mountain, tfiat 
isy Ziony or the gospel ihurchy shall the Lord of hosts make unto 
all people, to the Gentiles, a feast of fat things, a feast of wines 
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined ; of wine that has stood long on the leesy thjt is rich 
and strongy and throughly refined ; that is^ thmf shall feast on thy 

7 promisesy ordinancesy and consolations. And he will destroy in ' 
this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and 
the veil that is spread over all nations ; he will remove their ig' 

8 noranccy darknessy and prejudices. He will, at the resurrectiony 
swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his people, all occa- 
sion of sorrowy and all Uie 'reproach thrown upon his fteofUcy shall 
he take awav from off all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken 

9 [it.] And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this [is] our God ; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us : this [is] the 
Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation ; then the saints shall have the highest occasion fir 

10 triumph. For in this mountain siiall the hand of the Lord rest, 
it shall exert itself and drfend Ids people y and Moab shall be trod- 
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den down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the 
dunghill : Moab u here fiut Jiguratively for the enemieB qfthe 

11 church. And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst 
of them, as be that swimmeth spreadeth forth [his hands] 
to swim ; God can 09 easily and effectually renvorue them on 
every sidcy a« a man when swimming can his hand ; and he shall 
bring down their pride together with the spoils of their hands ; 
their goods which were unjustiy gotten^ or the trofihies of their inc* 

13 tory shall be taken away. And the fortress of the high iort of 
thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, [and] bring to the ground, 
[even] to the dust. ^ very emphatical descrifition ; though a 
eastlcj situated on an eminence^ and surrounded with strong walls j 
he shall not only take hut demoHsh it ; and that so entirely^ that the 
Jbrtijlcatian shall be beaten to dusty and its eminence levelled with 
the ground ; that isy the firide of hell shall be mortifiedy Satan^s 
strong holds be cast downy and all the efforts made agahist the 
fieople qf Godproeve vainy and end in the ruin of their enemies. 

REFI^ECTIONS. 

1. /^ O D is to be praised' for all the great and wonderful things 
vJT that he doeth ; in bringing down proud cities, states, vand 
empires ; confounding the devices of the enemies of his church ; 
supporting his servants amidst dangers and persecutions ; and re- 
freshing them with his favour and love, when they are ready to sink 
and faint. All are done according to the counseb of infinite wis- 
dom, faithfulness, and righteousness, and it becomes us to admire 
tbem, as far beyond what any other being could do, and exalt him 
who is glorious in ho&nessy fearful in firaisesy doing wonders, 

2. Let us particularly praise him for the riches of gospel grace. 
What a noble feast has he made for us gentiles I how refreshing 
and nourishing ! infinitely beyond the delights of the sons of men. 
He hath made provision for removing our prejudices and igno- 
rance, enlightening our understandings, regulating our spirits, and 
banishing all the sorrows of the heart. Let us value his word, his 
ordinances, and his comforts, as the choicest dainties ; make light 
of all the reproaches we may suffer for God and conscience ; and 
rejoice in hope of that day, when, as is expressed, Eev, xxi. 4. God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyesy and death shall be swallowed 
up in victory. Once more, 

3. See with what temper mercies and deliverances are to be re- 
ceived, V. 9. they are to be rejoiced in ; and our joy is to terminate 
in God ; we are to wait patiently fpr his appearances, and then they 
will be mofe seasonable and welcome. We are to give him the glo- 
ry of the greatness and perfection of our salvation ; and while we 
own it as God's work, and exalt him as our God, let us behave 
suitable to our relation to him, that we may at length partake of 
that everlasting salvation, which he will bestow upon all his people. 

VoL.V. Y 
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CHAP. XXVL 

nu chafiier^ like the/oregoinf, is a wng o/firaise^ and re/ere to goi* 
pel times. It foretells the success qf God's cauae in the hands of 
Christ over all ofifiosition, 

1 TN that day »haU this song be sung in the land, of Judah, 
A where the gosfiel shall be first planted ; We have a strong 
city ; salvation will QGod] appdnt [for] walls and bulwarks ; he 

2 mil guard and defend his own intfirest. Open ye the gates, that 
the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in ; 
that the pious Jevfs and Gentiles may enter inland all 6e incorporated 

3 as the city of God, Thou wilt keep [him] in perfect peace, 
[whose] mind [is] stayed [on thee :] because he trusteth in 

4 thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord J£H0« 
6 VAH [is] everlasting strength : For he bringeth down them 

that dwell on high ; the lofty city, he layeth it Iqw ; he layeth 
it low, [even] to the ground ; he bringeth it [even] to the 
dust. »ds the church is represented as the city qf God^ so the so-' 
ciety (fits enemies is described as a city ; he vnll overthrow the 
strongest cities of his enemies^ as Sodom^ the- Egyfitiansy and Ba^ 

6 bylon^ were overthrown. The foot shall tread it down, [even] 
the feet of the poor, [and] the steps of the needy ; those who are 
most despised^ that is, meek and humble christians^ shall overcome 

7 and triumph over all their enemies. The way of the just [is] up- 
rightness : thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just, 

8 or rather make it filain and level. Yea, in the way of thy judg- 
ments, O Lord, have we waited for thee ; patiently submitted to 
thy correction ; the desire of [our] soul [is] to thy name, and to 
the remembrance of thee ; we have expected deliverance from 
thee^ and taken pains to keefi up our devout qffections to thee, 

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with my 
spirit within me will I seek thee early ; early and late have our 
desires been to thee : for when thy jtldgments [are] in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness ; thyjudg^ 
ments are adapted to teach men righteousness ; all ought to learn 

10 tV, and some will. Let favour be showed to the wicked, [yet] 
will he not learn righteousness : in^the land of uprightness, 
amidst great religious advantages and good examples^ will he deal 

11 unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lorb. Lord, 
[when] thy hand is lifted up, they will not see ; will not own it^ 
nor be subject to it, so as to comply with thy design : [but] they 
shall see, and be ashamed for [their] envy at the people, or for 
thy zeal toward thy people ; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall 
devour tbem ; the fire with which thine enemies are consumed. 

12 Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us : for thou also hast wrought 
all our Works in us, or, for vs ; and this is our encouragement, 

13 O Lord our God, [other] lords beside thee, have had domin- 
ion over us : other princes and evil lusts : [but] by thee only 
will we make mention of thy name j by thy favour and Mssistanct 
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M we will he solely thine, [They are] dead, they shall not Kve ; 
[they are] deceased, they shall not rise, that t>, the other lordtt 
and oftfire9sor9 : therefore hast thou visited, or rather^ becauut 
thou hast visitedy and destroyed them, and made all their memory 

15 to perish. Thou hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast 
increased the nation : thou art glorified : thou hadst removed 
[it] far [unto] all the ends of the earth by former cafitivities ; or 

16 it may rather refer to the spread of the church of Christ. Lord, 
in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer 

17 [when] thy chastening [was] upon them. Like as a woman 
vnth child, [that] draweth near the time of her delivery, is in 
pain, [and] crieth out in her pangs ; so have we been in thy 

18 sight, O Lord. We have been with child, we have been in 
pain, we have as it were brought forth wind ;*we have not 
wrought any deliverance in the earth ; neither have the inhab- 
itants of the world fallen : we have been big with exfiectations qf 
deliverance^ and uneasy till it was accomfilished ; but have been 
sadly disafifiointed, WTmt follows is God*s answer to the churches 

19 comfilaint. Thy dead [men] shall live, [together with] my 
dead body, that w, my churchy shall they arise. Thertfore awake 
and sing, ye thai dwell in dust : for thy dew [is as] the dew of 
herbs ; my favour shall revive thee agamy as the dew revives the 
grassy and the earth shall cast out the dead % all countries where 
you are disflersedy shall restore you again.* 

j)0 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut tliy 
doors about tliee ; fy to God as thy defence : as men retire to 
their most secret apartments to shelter themselves in storms and 
dangersy thus do thou when the destroying angel is passing through 
the land : .hide thyself as it were for a little moment, 
the shortest space of timcy until the indignation be overpast. 

81 For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity : the earth also shall 
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain, that isy the 
blood that she had drank : those that shed it thought it was/or ever 
cweredy but their guilt shall appear. Some understand ity that 
the number <f their enemies who v>ere slain shoiUd be so great^ 
that they should lie unburied^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

)• T^^T"^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ reasonableness and advantage of an^ 
V V humble, cheerlul trust in God. This the prophet in the 
name of the church expresses, and in the name of God, exhorts to. 
It is our duty to trust in himb tp depend upon him, an<t wait for him 
in every circumstance of life ; to believe in his provideace and hope 
in his promises. This is highly reasonabley for in him is everlasting 
strength 5 it will securebur peace vithi hipi aiui our own conscience ^ 

* This is applied in Exdcld's ^sioo« dup. xigivU. ii«.ia. Xfi the G«ntUcS/ Xkri^ther^ 
|o. Uk. JenTS in- the latter d^r. 
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it will free us from anxiety and tormentmg lean ; and we shall be 
safe in the chambers of divine protection. He %haU not be qfraid of 
evil Hdinga wh99e mind iajlxedy trusting in God, 

3. We see what our duty is in seasons of affliction, whether pri- 
vate or public, and what use we should make of them. When 
God lifts up his hand he expects us to see it ; to observe the 
operations of his providence, to consider the design of them^ and 
learn righteousness by them. We sh<^uld wait on Mm in the way 
^ Ma judgments ; entertain good thoughts of him, strong desires 
after him, and seek to him ibr relief. His judgments are adapted to 
warn and alarm the unthinking, to rouse the secure and quicken 
all. His great design is, that we may learn righteousneas ; otherwise 
we shall suffer in vain. Ble—ed is the man whom thou chaateneai 
end teachcBt out qf thy law ; that thou mayest give him re$tfrom the 
day ofadveraityy until the pit be digged for the wicked. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

To what fiarticular circut^tanee of the Jewish church and nation this 
chattter has an immediate reference^ it is hard to say ; // is apfiUca* 
ble to the church in general when under the o/i/iression of any cruel 
tyrant : such are (ften described as serpents and' dragons ; thus 
tuas Fharaohy and so are tlie pofdsh fiswers, 

1 TN that day the Lord with his sore and great and strong 
X sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent^ even levi« 
athan that crooked serpent ; and he shall slay the dragon that 
[is] in the sea ; who by violence and subtile arts endear ours to 

2 destroy his people. In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard 
of red wine ; that is^ the chutch^ called a vineyard of red wine^ as 

S that was reckoned the choicest and best wine, I the Lord do 
keep it ; I will water it every nipment : lest [any] hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day ; / will defend it from its enemies^ and sup^ 

4 ply it with provisions. Fury [is] not in me : who would set the 
briars [and] thorns against me in battle ? I would go through 
them, I would bum them together ;' / am slow to angerj not 
wrathful and implacable ; but those that oppose my gracious dc^ 
signs shall be as suddenly and easily destroyed^ as fire destroys bri^ 

5 ars and thorns. Or let him take hold of my strength, [that] he 
may make peace with me ; [and] he shall make peace with me ; 
lit him by repentance and hundfiation seek recondUatiork with mr, 
and to stay the arm of my justice^ then my mercy and strength shall be 

6 engaged in his favour. He shall cause them that come of Jacob 
to Uke root : Israel shall blossgm and bud, and fill the face of 
the world with fruit ; that f>, they shall revive again after their 

f .cftftressians. Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that 
smote him ? [or] is he slain according to the slaughter of them 
that are slain by him i He shall letrve a remnant qf his people 
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when he utttrty deatroya those enemies that were Me instruments in 
3 correcting them. In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt 
debate with it ; the allusion to a vine is still carried on ; he will 
prune it vnth love and moderation^ so as not to destroy it : he stay? 
eth his rough wind in the day of the east wind ; he moderates 
9 the storm lest it should destroy the vine. By this therefore shall 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and this [is] all the fruit to 
take away his sin ; when he maketh all the stones of the altar 
as chalk stones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and in^^ges 
shall not stand up ; the end of his cliastisemcnt is to rrjorm him 
from siny esfiecially idolatry ^ and lead him to destroy his altars and 
images^ and abolish the memory of them, 

10 Nevertheless^ Jerusalem shall suffer for its sins ; for Yet the 
defenced city [shall be] desolate, [and] the habitation forsaken^ 
and left like a wilderness : there shall the calf feed, and there 
shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof ; it shall He 

for a while in desolation^ like a vineyard whuse fence is gone^ so 

1 1 that the cattle come to feed therein. When the boughs thereof 
are withered, they sljall be broken off : f he women come, to 
gather the remains of the thesforfuel^ [and] set them on fire : 
for it [is] a people of no understanding ; they are qtdte stufnd 
and sottish : therefore he that made them will not have mercy 
on them, and he that formed them will show them no favour. 

12 Yet they shall not always continue in this state. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, [that] the Lord shall beat off from 
tlie channel of the river Euphrates unto the stream of Egypt, 
and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel ; 
the Jews shall be reccrvered and restored ; they shall be beat off^ 
like com separated from the chaff ; they shall not be brought again 
in a body^ but one by one, through God's influence <m their minds., 

13 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] the great trumpet 
shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perisK 
in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
and shall woi^ship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem ; 
rtferring to Cyrus's proclamation for liberty ; ot the general 
mlarm and summons to the congregations of Israel^ who were gath- 
ered together by trumpets, and has a reference to their conversion 
in the latter day, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TT^T^E have reason to rejoice in Qod's care of the church, 
V V amidst all its dangers and distresses. It is valuable in 
itself and dear to him. Many attempts have been made to hurt 
and destroy his vineyard, or to prevent its fruitfulness ; but he 
guards it with a watchful eye, and waters it by his ordinances, his 
word and spirit, without which it would wither. If its enemies 
combine against it, he has a great and strong sword with which to 
punish them. We should therefore triumph in the security of the 
church, and encourage ourselves in the Loixl itb God, when it seems 
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to be in the greatest danger ; and earnestly pray, that that part of 
the vineyard with which we are connected ii^ay be daily kept and 
watered by him, 

2. We see what encouragement th^re is for sinners to return to 
God. They are enemies to him, and he is angry with them : but 
peace may be made ; and it is of the utmost importance thut it 
be made in tln)e. It becopaes them to humble themselves before 
God, that the stroke of his mighty hand may be averted, and his 
strength employed for their defence and happiness. Fury is not 
in himy or who could stand ? He is willing to be reconciled j so that 
if sinners continue enemies tp him, it is their own fault, and he 
will destroy them as easily and entirely as fire does briars and 
thorns. Agree then wi/A thine adversary quickly^ and be at peace » 
and thereby good shall come unto thee, 

3. We are again taught the nature and design of affliction. The 
end of God in hjs porrections is to taf:e away iin^ to lead men to 
put away their iniquities with shame and detestation, and never 
return to them any mor^. Then our afflictions do us good 
when they fiurge atoay our iniquity : and therefore when we are af<* 
ilicted we should seartth and try our waysy and turn again unto the 
Lord, To good men God moderates afflictions, prunes the^n in 
measure and mercy, and tempers the fury of the storm. Afflic- 
tions are quite different in their effects upon good and bad men ; 
%\\^y are not smitten alike, though it may seem so to us. God's in- 
tentions to his children are friendly , all shall issue well, and yvork 
together for their good. 

4. How vain are all those hopes of sinners which arc only 
grounded on the mercy of God and his being their creator. It is 
very cornipon for men to express a hope of being saved because God 
is their creator, and because he is merciful j while they go on in 
their trespasses, and are destitute of repentance and faith. But if 
that mercy be not earnestly sought, and those sine put away which 
disqualify therp from being the objects of it> tiiey will not |ind it : 
and though God formed them, yet as they do not answer the end 
for 'which they were made, but daily affront their Maker, he wiU 
fthow them no favour. Let us then not deceive ourselves, but' labour 
to be wise, understanding tvhat the will of the, Lord isy and be steadfast 
and immoveable in our obedience to it. 



CHAP. xxvm. 

The firofihecies in this and the following' chafiters^ to the thirtieth, relate 
princifially to the invasion (f Judea by Sennacherib ; but are not 
arranged in the order they were delivered. 

I TTCTO to the crown of pride, to thednmkards of Ephraim* 

V V whose glorious beauty [is] a fading flower, which [are] 

on the head of the fat vallies of them that are overcome with 
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^ine ! that m, vfO to the firoud kingdom qfthe ten tribcMi among 
whom dn^kermeaa much prevailed g Samaria y so beautifully dtua^ 
ted an a hilly with ajinevale below itj shall be destroyed by the 

2 Assyrians. Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, 
[which] as a tempest of haii [and] a destroying storm, as a flood 
of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth wttk 
the hand ; as easily as an earthen vessel is dashed to the ground, 

5 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trod- 

4 den under feet : And the glorious beauty, which [is] on the 
head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, [and] as the 
hasty fruit before the summer ; it shall be as easily and quickly 
destroyed as early fruit ; or it may be rendered^ * the glorious 
beauty on their head^ that w, the garland^ shall be a fading Jlowerf 
oTid thefat valley shall be as hasty fruity that is soon rifie and soon 

• destroyed : which [when] iie that looketh upon it seeth, while 
it is yet in his hand he eateth it up. 

5 In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, 
and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, Judak 

6 shall enjoy his favour and protection, " And for a spirit of judg- 
ment to him that sitfeth in judgment, and for strength to them 
that turn the battle to the gate ; Hezekiah and his counsellors^ 
shall be wiscy shall refiel the invaders^ and carry the war into the 
country of their enemies, 

7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong 
drink ire out of the way ; Judah also is guilty qf this detestable 
crime qf drunkenness ; the priest and the prophet have erred 
through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are 
out of the way through strong drink ; they err in vision, they 
stumble [in] judgment ; they neither teach nor judge aright. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit [and] filthiness, [so that there is] 

9 no place [clean.] Whom shall he, that is^ any many teach 
knowledge ? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine ? 
[them that afe> weaned from the milk, [and] drawn from the 
breast ; notwithstanding their advantagesy they are but like children 

10 learning their first rudiments. For precept [must be] upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line ; 
here a little, [and] there a little ; the same things must be often 
inculcated upon themy in the plainest mannery and yet all in vain : 

1 1 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to 
this people ; he will send foreign enemies among them\ whose Ian- 

12 guage they shall not understand.* To whom he said, This [is] 
the rest [wherewith] ye may cause the weary to rest ; and this 
[is] the refreshing ; though he had told them their duty often and 
plainly y had given them great encouragement y and had promised 

13 them rest and refreshment y yet they would not hear. But the 
word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line ; htre a little^ 

• The apovtie »pi»1ie> thU to the abuse of the {Ift of tongue*, which uiJi'.e thtt a curie 
which was intended tor a blessing. 
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I 

[and] there a little ; that they might go, and (all 1>ackward, 
and be* broken, and snared, and taken ; rejecting Qod*9 
word and deifiUing hU methods of instruction, vdU be the cause 

14 qjT *heir calamity. Wherefore hear the word of the Lordi ye 
scornful men, that rule this people which [is] in Jerusalem ; ye 

15 chief magistrdtes that scorn my threatenings, Qecause ye have 
aaid, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are 
we at agreement ; we have taken as effectual methods to secure 
ourselves from danger as if we had done so ; when the overflow- 
ing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come untatis : for 
we have made lies our renige, and mider falsehood, that isj 
idols and foreign alliances^ have we hid ourselves. 

16 Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, / will direct you to a 
surer refuge. Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious comer [stone,] a sure foundation : he tha^ 
believeth sha^I not make haste ; shall not hurry to and fro^ shall 
not be confounded. 

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the 
plummet ; that is^ I will deal with you in strict justice ; an alhi* 
sion to builders : and the hail shall sweep away the refuse of lies, 
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place ; my judgments 
shall be like a storm qf hail, or a flood that carries all be/bre it. 

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your 
agreement with hell shall not stand ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it ; 

19 it shall suddenly overwhelm you like an inundation. From the time 
that it goeth forth it shall take you : for morning by morning 
shall it pass over, by day and by night ; and it shall be a vexation 
only [to] understand the report ; when you think you have fiutU 
by, it shall turn again with greater fury : even the refiort tf its 
coming ufion others shall vex you, and occasion pmnftd fears. 
Some render it, * nothing but vexation will make you understand 

20 instruction,* For the bed is shorter than that [a man] can 
stretch himself [on it :] and the covering narrower than that 
he can wrap himself [in it.] A firaverbial exfiression^ asij he had 

2 1 said. All your stratagems and confederacies shall fail. For the 
Lord shall rise up as [in] mount Perazim, where David slew 
the Philistines, he shall be wroth as [in] the valley of Gibeont 
where Joshua destroyed the Canaanites, that he may do his workf 
his strange work ; and bring to pass his act, his strange act; when 
God*s firojessing fieofile are hyfiocrites, he will treat them as he 
used to do their enemies ; though this is strange work, disagreeable 
to him, and such as his fieofile liave not been used to feel, yet it is 

22 necessary. Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be 
made strong ; lest you be brought under a foreign yoke : for I 
have heard from the Lord God of hosts a consumption, even 
determined upon the whole earth, or the whole land, that is, 
against the two remaining tribes, as well as fhe ten which J have 
firofdiesied against btfore. The firofihet then concludes with a 
beautiful fiarablci which is designed to shoWj that as the husband" 
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ftian has times and methods for /ileughing and manuring the ground^ 
Mowing and threshing thegrain^ and the like^ so God has seasons of 
mercy and judgment y and takes different measures for amendment 
or destruction, 

2*1 Give ye ear, and bear my voice ; heark^, and hear my 

2-i speech. DoJth the plouglmian plough all day, or every day^ to 
sow ? doth he ptery day open and break the clods of his ground ? 

25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad 
thefitche8,and scatter the cuinmin, and cast in the principal wheat 
andtllMB a{ypointed barley, or^ the wheat in the firincifial fUacey and 

86 barley in the a/ifiointed fi/acej and the rye in their place ? For 
his God doth instruct him to discretion, [and] doth teach him. 

27 For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, 
neither is a cart ^heel turned about upon the cummin ; but the 
fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod ; 
different kinds qf threshing instruments are used^ according to the 

28 kind and strength <f ihr grain. Bread [corn] is bruised ; be- 
cause he will not ever be threshing it, nor break [it with] the 
wheel of his cart, nor bruise it [with] his horsemen ; bread com 
must be bruised in a mortar^ or ground in a miil^ because other in» 

29 struments are not cafiable of making it small enough. This skill in 
husbandry ^or rather^ this judgment and consumption^ also cometh 
forth from the Lord of hosts, [which] is wonderfiil in counsel^ 
[and] excellent in working ; nvho afflicts his fieople more or iessj 
as their characters and cases require, 

RtlFLECTIONS. 

1. T]\7"E here see the detestable nature and great guilt of drunk- 
V V enness. It overcomes men, deprives them of their 
reason, stupifies their understandings, leads them into fatal errors, 
and exposes them to the practice of every iniquity. Of all drunk- 
ards, those of Ephraim were the worst ; they were God's professing 
people, had been better instructed than others, and should therefore 
have set an example of temperance and sobriety. The word of God 
pronounces a wo upon such ; and the New Testament assures us 
that they shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Let us all there- 
fore be warned, and take heed to ourselves^ lest at any time our hearts 
are overcharged ^oith gluttony and dmnkennesSj and that day of judg- 
ment come u/ton us unawares. 

2. We learn how graciously God condescends to teach men their 
duty ; he gives ftrece/it upon firecefit ; here a Httle^ and there a little ; 
he gives his instructions in a plain, concise manner ; and they are 
often repeated ; both to help our n^emories and impress our hearts. 
Thus should parents teach their children, and not overburden their 
memories and confound their judgments. Thus alsio should minis- 
ters teach their hearers ; give them short, plain, familiar views of 
their duty ; and frequently repeat their a Inionitions, even though 
some nicer hearers may naustate them. The design of all is to 
afford present refreshment, and lead to eternal rest* But if mci 

Vol. V. Z 
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will not hear, they vnil be broken^ and maredj and taken ; and the 
word will be a savour of death unto death to their souls. 

3. Let us regard the Lord Jesus Christ as a sure foundation 
stone, and trust in him. The sixteenth verse is expressly applied 
to him in the Ne^f Testament. He is a corner stone, which unitps 
and supports the whole building ; precious in the sight of God and 
all true believers : he is a sure stone, that cannot be broken or re* 
moved. He that builds his final hopes on this foundation shall not 
be confounded ; but whatever else we build upon, it will be a refuge 
ofUes^ ivkich the hail wiU sweep, away. There is no security but in 
Christ ; and blessed are all they that trust in him, 

4. We See the danger of making a jest of the word of God. 
There were scornful men in Jerusalem, who ridiculed the prophet's 
reproofs and admonitions, therefore God made their bands strong ; 
«nd gave them up to their hearts' lusts. They were held in fetters* 
of iniquity, as well as made captives by the Assyritms. We should 
be particttlafly cautious against this sin. If what ministers say 
should n<$t be quite agreeable to our inclinations, or their manner 
to our taste, we should not be mockers. Serious things must not be 
turned into a jest ; for God axid his word jest with no man. What 
is honestly intended ought to be well taken, and what is seriously 
spoken ought t« be seriously regarded. When men des)>ise the 
word, and become sermon proof, sin gains dominion over them ; 
and whether they heed and believe them or not, the threatening^ 
of God shall be executed, and the consumption determined shall 
destroy them. 

5. God is to be acknowledged in all the skill and sagacity of man* 
kind ; and in the different circumstances and conditions of human 
life. The busmess of the husbandman seems to require no great 
instruction or discretion, but in reality it does ; and it is to be wish- 
ed, that farmers would not plod on in the way of their fathers, with- 
out considering how far it is right ; but endeavour by reading, ex- 
perience, and observation to improve upon it. Especially should 
they ask instruction and discretion from God in their business, and 
p^ive him praise for their success. Let the dififerent dispensations 
of Providence to us, to our friends, and to the world, be considered 
as the appointments of him who is wonderful iii counsel ; that we 
may not mourn and complain, but in patience possess our souls^ and 
cheerfully commit all events to God, who gives men all their wis- 
dom anid understanding, and must hjmself be infinitely wise. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

ThU profihecy rrfera to the AaayHan invasion. It contains firomiaea 
and threatening^^ reproqfa and encouragements^ according to (he 
character of the fieofile, 

1 "TXT' O to Ariel, to Ariel, the city [where] David dwelt !* 

V V add ye year to year ; let them kill sacrifices ; go ufi 
regularly to your solemn f casta ^ and kill sacrijicea aa uaual^ but all 

2 will be in vain^ while you continue hy/iocritical ; for Yet I will dis- 
tress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow ; notvnth' 
standing this your formal worshi/i^ wherein you confide so much^ 
both city ond temfile shall be brought into great straits : and it shall 
be unto me as Ariel ; both Jerusalem and the neighbourliood 
about it shall be like the altar^ filled with the bodies of dead men ; 
many sltall be killed in sallying outj and many die within the city, 

3 And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege 

4 against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee. And 
thou shalt be brought down, [and] shalt speak out of the ground, 
and thy speech sh^l be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall 
be^ as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and 
thy speech shall whisper out of the dust ; thou shalt be very hum-^ 
ble, and speak lowy through faintness or fear of the enemy ; yet 

5 God will deliver thee. Moreover the multitude of thy strangers 
shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones 
[shall be] as chaff that passeth away : yea, it shall be at an in- 
stant suddenly ; referring to the destruction of the Assyrians, 

6 Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, and 
wvtb earthquake, and great qoise, with storm and tempest, and 

7 the flame of devouring fire. And the multitude of all the na- 
tions that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and 
her munition, and that distress her> shall be as a dream of a 

8 night vision. It shaW even be as when an hungry [man] dream- 
etb, and, behold, he eateth ; but he awaketh, and his soul is 
empty ; or as when a thirsty [man] dreameth, and, behold, he 
c^rinketh ;. but he awaketh^ and, beholds [he is] faint, and his 
soul hath appeCUe : so shall the multitude of all the nations be, 
that fight against mount Zion ; their hofies shall be disappointed ; 
they think to enrich themselves with its spoily and swallow it up in 
their imagination i but they skaU be deceived^ and their disaft-^ 
pointment be the more grievous. 

9 Stay yourselves, and wonder ^ cry ye out) and cry ; they are 
drunken, but not with wine i they staggei:, but not with strong- 
drink ; referring to tlf>e stupidity of the people in the midst tfthett 

10 alarming providences. For tlie Lord hath poured upon you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes : the prophet^ 
and your rulers, the seers hath he covered ; that w, God hath 

* Ariel iignifi*s, the Lion of Cod: H means Jerntnlci^. and has a paiticalar ref<rc^^e t^ 
^ 4i«i' ol'bornt ofleringt ibere« wbioh con^umtd U>c uicrificrs*. 
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given them uft to a atufdd, heavy ^ 9enaelea% temfier^ aad fiermited 
the eyea of their underatanding to be covered^ becauae they would 

I I not consider. And the vision of all is beconfie unto you as the 
vords of a book that is sealed, which [men] deliver to one that 
is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee : ai^d he saith, I can- 

12 not ; for it [is] sealed : And the book is deliVei^ed to him that 
is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee : and he saith, I 
am not learned. Though the teamed know it to be a book that ia 
apro/ihecyy and an imflortant one tooy yet they are not desirous nor 
willing to read it ; and the unlearned complain that it is dark 
and obscure^ above their ca/iacities^ and therefore they give thcmr 
selves no concern about it ; thus the firrjudicea of the learned^ and 
the ignorance of the unlearned ^ will defeat the end of the prophet^ a 

13 instructions. Wherefore the 1-iORP said. Forasmuch as this 
people draw near [me] witK their mouth, and with their lips do 
honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of men, by false pro^ 
phets^ or traditions qf their teachers^ as our Lord explains it : 

1 4 Therefore, behold I will proceed to do a marvellous work among 
this people, [even] a marvellous work and a wonder : for the 
wisdom of their wise [men] shall perish, and the understanding 
of their prudent [men] shall be hid ; because they uill not under- 
stand, they shall not ; their sins shall be their punishment ; and 
this shall be a marvellous thing, the people shall lose their under^ 
standing in a wonderful degree, especially those who are now fa- 

1 5 mousfor it. Wo unto ihem that seek deep to hide their coun- 
sel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they 
say. Who seeth us ? and who knoweth us ? Wo to the politicians 
who think God does not know their schemes, and who have formed 
them without any regard to hia word, his prophets, or his pravi* 
dcnce ; who know their counsels are not agreeable to his will, and 

16 therefore wish to conceal them. Surely your turning of things^ 
upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay : for shall 
the work say of him that made it, He made me not ? or shall 
the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no under- 
standing ? Their inverting the order qf things, and leaving God 
put qf their politics, without whom they have no more power to do 
any thing than clay has without the potter, ia in effect denying him 
to be their Creator, cr denying his wisdom, 

17 [Is] it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned 
into a fruitful Held, and the fniitful field shall be esteemed as a 
Torest ? y^ proverbial expression of a great and surprising altera- 
lion, and is applicable both to the happy consequences qf Sennache- 
rib^ s defeat, and Hezckia/i*s forwarding a reformation among them, 

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of tlie book, and 
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of dark- 
le ness. The meek also shall increase [their] joy in the Lord, 

and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel ; 

the book shall be no longer sealed ; humble sovh shall learn God's 

20 willf shall do it^ and rejoice in it. For the terrible one, the Msy- 
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m» enerhy abroad^ is brought ta nought, and the seornerf nt ktme^ 
18 consumed^ and all that watch for iniquity,^ ofifior$tinuie9 <f 

31 un and miarhitf, are cut off: That make a man an offender for 
a word, and lay a snare for him that rcptoveth in the gate> ani 

S2 turn aaide the ju6t for a thing of nought.* Therefore thus saitk 
the Lo&o, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of 
Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face 

23 now wax pale. But when he seeth his children, the work cf 
mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, 
and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and^ shall foar the God of 
Israel ; a neto generation ofthefmthjul shall afiring ufi^ noho shaM 
be in cox*enani mih Gody and s/taii sanctify hhn^ and aU good men 

24 Bhail rejoice in the progress of the re/omtation. They also thaPt 
erred in spirit shall copne to understanding, and they that mur* 
mured shall learn doctrine ; those who were Jorimerty prejudiced 
shall dtcome humble ; th(me who said the word is hard^ or the law 
imreasonabie^ shall Jind it otherwise ^and b*e made wise and good by it, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. Ij^ROM this chapter we ai-e tauglit the Tanity and wlcked- 
X? ness of hypocritical devotion. The Israelites in their 
degenerated state went on, year after year, to kill and offer up sac- 
rifices ; but all was in vain while they remained impenitent and 
unreformed. Thus vain will it be for men to go on in a round of 
relij^ious services, while they do things that are unjust, impure, and 
sensual. May we guard against that detestable character describ- 
ed in V. 13. To worship God, is to draw nigh to him with an in- 
tent to honour him ; but if the heart be not engaged, if that he 
absent, or unaffected, and we follow the precepts and customs of 
men, and not the rules of scripture, God will be highly displeased. 
It is no uncommon thing for persons to get a kind of mechanical 
habit of hearing and praying, without attention or seriousness, till 
they become quite stupid, and incapable of receiving any religious 
impression. He that does not grow better by religious services, 
grows wor.^e, and is hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, 

2. We see the constant dependence of the human mind upon 
God for all its thoughts and operations. He can easily close men's 
eyes, and stupify their understandings ; can puzzle their politics, 
and confound their devices. They can no more do what they con- 
trive and intend without him, than the clay can form itself without 
the potter. He can, on the other hand, enlighten the most stupid, 
and bring those that have erred to understand doctrine. This there- 
fore should teach us to improve our wisdom and skill for God, and 
to pray daily to him, that he would enlighten our understandings^ 
and direct our steps, 

* ThoM who oppMfd Hezritlth't reformation, and mockftl the prophets, were cfaid t* 
fmdany defect! and iinprodfncr* in good men, thit thty miKhc wouiiU rrligioii thereby: for 
thin p<n-pose thry sfrained every word, and wcr<^ especially glad to fird any thing andst iu 
magiBtr^tet or miimtcri. Many of tU(.tc w ere pcrjwr^ sJ^i ^ ^ Assyrians. 
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3. The great adntntages of a meek, teachid>le disposidon of nind 
are here set forth ; particularly, as it will promote our cheerfulness. 
Thoae who are meek, poor in spirit, humble and patient, will have 
joy in the Lord ; and that joy will increase as those graces do. But 
passion, pride, and impatience are the greatest enemies to the soul 
in which they are indulged, and deprive it of real joy. Let us there«i 
fore Uam qf ChrUf to be meek and lowly in hearty and in patience to 
fioaseat our souls ; that, whatever our poverty or afflictions may be, 
we may rejoice in the Lord^ and joy in the God of our satueOion. 

4. We see how odibus to men and displeasing to God) the char<^ 
acter of censorious and scornful men is. Too many who bear the 
christian name^ resemble the persons here described ; they watch 

for iniquity ; take a malignant pleasure in discovering any blemishes 
in the charaoters of their neighbours, and reporting them to their 
disadvantage ) they make a man an offender Jin' a word ; for a neg- 
lected compliment, a dubious expression, or a friendly admonition. 
They are particularly Watchful to reproach a minister for a little 
impropriety of thought or expression in prayer or preaching ; and 
are upon the watch to ensnare ihose who are appointed to reprove. 
However such men may pride themselves hi their wit and discern^ 
ment, and think themselves persons of peculiar sagacity and penen 
tration, the Lord calls them scomersj and declares th^t they shall be 
consumed and cut off\ Wher^ore^ my brethren, let every one of vm, 
be swift to hear^ slow to s/ieak^ slow to wrath. 



CHAP. XXX. 

The Israelites hersj as qfien be/hre^ are refirsroed for their confidenet- 
in Egyfit^ when the Assyrians came against them. 

\ TyCT^O to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take 

V V counsel, but not of me ; and that cover with a coverings 

but not of my spirit ; they seek shelter in Egypt ^ but not such a 

one as I have Erected them to seek ; that they may add sin to sin, 

2 by trusting to one alliance after another : That walk, that m, con^ 

trive and take fiainsy to go down into Egypt, and hive not asked 

at my mouth ; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pha^ 

" 3 raoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt. Therefore sHall 

the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the 

4 shadow of Egy])t [your] confusion. For his princes were at 
Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes ; the ambassadors (f 
Israel met those of Egypt there ; they had a congress to settle the 

5 terms of the alliance : but They were all ashamed of a people- 
[that] could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but be ai 
shame, and also a reproach, they were so weak or so treacherous^ 

6 The bui-den of the beasto of the south : into the land of trouble 
and anguish, from whence [come] the young and old lion, the 
viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches upon 
the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the 
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bunches of camels, to a people [that] shall not profit [them ;] 
the l9raelUe9 vdU tend their wealth on a»aea and catneUy aa a aub* 
aidyy or to bribe Pharaoh^a ndmatera and courtier ay through that 

7 wildemeaa which liea between them. For the Egyptians shall 
help in vain, and to no purpose : therefore have I cried con- 
cerning this, and published it aloudy that Their strength [is] to sit 
stUl, m the uae of regular meanay and a humblcy quiet defiendence 

§ ufton Gody who alone am help them. Now go, write it before 
them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the 
time to come for ever and ever ; fiubliah it^and let it be recorded^ 

9 aa a warning tojuture agea : That this [is] a rebellious people, 
lying children, children [that] will not hear the law of the Lord : 

10 Which say to the seers. See not ; and to the prophets, Prophe« 
sy not unto us right things ; thia ia the true meaning and intent 
tjfwhat they aayy while fietaecuting and bantering the true firofiheta 
and encouraging the falae oneay speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits ; fir each only that winch may gratify our humours 

1 1 and our luata : Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the 
path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us ; do 
not atop ua in our ainful way a ; do not preach uft auch atrictneaa ^ 
do not mention the Holy One of laraely (with which she profihet% 
uauaily introduced their reproofs and waminga $) we are weary of 

12 hearing ao much of it. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of 
Israel, whoae name you do not like to heary Because ye despise this 
word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon : 

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to us as a breach ready to fall, 
swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly 
at an instant ; your truat rn Egypt shall be Uke a bulging wally 

14 that falls auddenly and unexpectedly. And he shall break it as 
the breaking of the potter's vessel that is broken in pieces ; he 
shalfnot spare t so that there shall not be found in the bursting 
of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water [with- 
al] out of the pit ; there ahall not be a piece big enough for any 
£pmmon uae ; thia your confidence in Egypty and youraelvea there* 

1 5 byy ahall be ahattered to piecea. For thus saith the Lord God, 
the Holy One of Israel ; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; 
in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength ; in re* 
turning to God and your dutyy and an humble corfidence in hia 
fiowery providence andpromiaeay ye ahall find atrcngth and aaiva* 

1 6 tiott : and ye would not. But ye said. No ; for we will flee upon 
horses ; therefore shall ye flee : and. We will ride upon the 
swift ; we will hire horaea from Egypt to attack our enemies ; 

\7 therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.- One thousand 
[shall flee] at the rebuke of one ; at the rebuke of five shall ye 
flee : till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and 
as an ensign on an bill ; one of your enemies shall chase a fhou^ 
aandy and. your whole army shall fee b ff are five y till aoftv^ are left 
tliat you shall stand aloncy tike a beacon on the top of a hilL 

18 And therefore, or. neverthrlessy will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, tAU exerci&c patience toward i/ou^ a id 
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Ilierefbre will he be exalted, that he may hare mercy iipoft you, 
and exalt Art fiower and glory in humbling and reforming you ; for 
the Lord [is] a God of judgment : blessed [are] all they that 

19 wait for him. F'or the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem ; 
or the fieo/jle of Zion shall dwell at Jerusalem ; continue there in mfe" 
#y, notmthstanding Sennacherib's attemfit9 ; and also t^erward 
return out of Babylon thither again : thou shak weep no more : 
he will be verf gracious unto thee at the Toke of thy cry ; when 
he shall hear it, he will answer thee ; haftfty times shall succeed 

30 the defeat of the Asnyrians by Hezeku^s refbmmtion. And 
[though] the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the wa- 
ter of afiftiction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a 
comer any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers ; though 
father affltctions may come, or some be continued^ yet the firiests 
shall come again to Jerusalem, (which they tould not during the 
^ege) and you shall have prophets and know hov> to value them : 

XI And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, the admonztions of 
some faithful friend, the dictates of conscience, or the influence of 
the Spirit^ saying. This [is] the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn 

%2 to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. Ye shall defile 
also the covering of thy graven images of silver, and the orna- 
ment of thy molten images of gold ; you shall be resolved against 
sin and destroy the most valuable remains ff idolatry, the robes and 
ornaments of your images^ and the costly tents that ^vcrc about 
them : thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth, 6r pol^ 
luted garment ; thou shalt say unto it, with an holy indignation, 

is Get thee l>ence. Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, or rain 
in seed time, that thou shalt sow thy ground withal ; and bread 
of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous ; 
the fruits of the earth shall be brought forth in great abundance : 

1* in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen 
likewise and the young asses that ear, or rill the ground, shall eat 
clean provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and 
with the fan ; there shall be such plenty that the cattle shall eat 

25 dressed corn, not corn in the straw. And there shall be upon 
every high mountain, and upon ever>' high hill, rivers [and] 
streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the 
towers fall, which the Assyrians had raised against Jerusalem, 

i6 Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, 
and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven 
days,m the day that the Lord btndeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the stroke of their wound ; every thing shall put on 
a more cheerful face than bcfo'-e, when God pardons their sins and 
removes the punishment of them. Then fallows a prophecy of the 
destruction of the Assyrians. 

2r Behold, the name of the Lord, which the Assyrians have blaS' 
fthemed by representing him like the gods of the heathen, cometh 
from far, burning [with] anger, and the burden [thereof is] 
heavy I his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a de- 

38 Youring fire i And his breath as an overflowing stream, shall 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAIAH. XXX. 193 

Teftch to the midsl of the neck, like a great flood which 9hall de* 
Mtroy the nohole army^ and reach even to the king^ he alone shall e#- 
cafie^ to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity : and [thero 
fthall be] a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing [them] to 
err ; their alliee shall be disftersed^ they shall rtm upon their 

29 own destruction^ and all their designs be disap/iointed. Ye shall 
have a song, as in the night [when] a holy sdemnity is kept ; 
like that in the evening when the solemn Jeasts oegin : and glad- 
ness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the 
mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of Israel ; referring 
to the hymns after the fiassover, when they went up. to the house qf 
theLard^ and particularly when they brought the first fruits ; so 

30 shall you rejoice m the destruction qf the jissyrians. And the 
Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall show 
the lightening down of his arm, with the indignation of [his] an- 
ger, and [with] the flame of a devouring fire, [with] scattering, 
and tempests and hailstones ; it shall be done immediately by 
the fmnd ofGod^ and probably was done in the manner here de- 

3 1 scribed. For through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian 

32 be beaten down, [which] smote with a rod. And [in] every- 
place where the grounded staff, or terrible stroke^ shuU passy 
which the Lord shall lay upon him, [it] shall be with tabrets 
and harps : and in battles of shaking will he fight with it ; 
they have been a rod to Israel^ but they shaU be destroyed with 
a strong conquering staffs and every place where they fall shall be 

33 full qfjoy and gladness,* For Tophet (a valley near Jeruaalemy 
where they used to cffer their children to Molech^ and which Hezc' 
kiah had lately cleansed) [is] ordained of old ; yea, for the 
king it is prepared ; that is^for the glory and strength of the king 
of Assyria ; he hath made [it] deep [and] large : the pile there- 
of [is] fire and much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like i^ 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.f 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTCr^ see here the vanity and guilt of creature dependence, 
VV and the necessity of trusting in God in times of dan- 
ger. What pains and expense were the Israelites at to engage 
Sie assistance of Egypt i but it ended in their shame and disap- 
pointment. Thus men try one creature after another, in which 
they hope to find satisfaction and happiness ; but they only add sin 
to sin, and trouble to trouble. Let us take a wiser course, and 
make God our refuge ; return to him in the way of duly ; labour 
to compose every tumultuous passion and anxious fear ; avoiding 

• Probably they made a procession with musical instraipents aod song* of praise toth« 
Attyrian catop> as seeing it would enhance the joy and wonder of the people for ibelr de^ 
liirerance. 

t Thereaboatt the AstyrLvis trere probably destroyed and thetr carcr.sse« >irne(t in thai 
ralley. 

V*L. V. A a 
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every sinful method to help ourselves, and seeking direction and 
help froin the Lord of hosts. Thus will our strength be increaeedy 
our peace rendered secure, and vtt shall never be aahamed f^ our h^fie, 

2. God's holiness is the great terror of sinners. The thought 
is too weighty, and the expression too serious, for men that choose 
to go on in their sin ; for, if he be a ho\j Being, he must hate ami 
punish those that ai*e unholy. Hence they love those ministers 
tliat fircfiheBy amooth thing9^ that deal in generals, and give their 
consciences no alaanm. But those that show them tiie evil of 
stn, preach searching 8ernK)DS, and reprove their vices, they dis« 
Kke. Yet> faithful ministers must and will tell sinners, whether 
they like it or not, that God is an holy Being, ofpurtr eye* t/tcn to 
behold iniquity ; and that fuithout holiness no man shall see the Lord* 
li is better that they should be reused and displeased, than that 
they should be condemned Ibr impenitence, and their ministers 
for unfaithfulness. 

3. See what a blessing the means of grace are, and how highly 
they should be vakted, God promises his pedple that though thef 
should be afilicted, reduced to famine and straits, yet t/.ey should 
have their teachers continued ; and those who know the value of the 
word, it9 instructions, warnings, and coonselfH will loc^ upon this 
as a great &vour, sufficient to sweeten the bread of adversity ; 
though it is to be feared that many had rather be without teachers 
and means of grace, than lose their substance^ or be in straits. It 
is a blessing to have faithful friends, to admonish us, a tender con-^ 
science, that will check us when doing evil, and the spirit of Gody 
to Impress the warnings of the word and the convictions of eon- 
science. We are all in danger of mistaking our way ; of turning 
to the right hand or to the left ; of going into one error or r^other^ 
let us therefore reverence the word of God, esteem his faithful min- 
isters in love, and. attend to that friendly admonition, from whom* 
soever it comes, This is the vmy^ walk ye in it, 

4. With what joy should we celebrate our spiritual deliverance^ t 
The Israelites went with gladness and songs to celebrate their res- 
cue from the Assyrians ; and liave we not much greater reason, 
with gladness of hearty to celebrate in the house of the Lord our de- 
liverance from Satan^ sin, and death ; those enemies of our souls 
and their eternal welfare ? Let us i-ejoice in it, and give God the 
glory of it ; but rrjvice with tremblings lest our enemies should gaia 
the dominion over us, and drive us down to hell ; of which Tophet 
was but a faint image, though our Lord chooses by it to de- 
scribe the horrors of the infernal world, even that lake which bum" 
eth vfithjire and brimstone ; where the uorm dieih noty and the Jir^ 
is not quenched. 
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CHAP. XXXI. xxxn. 

This firefihecy is a continuance of the former. The first pari of the 
thirty second chafiter seems to refer to the beginning qf Nezekiah^a 
reign ; from the ninth to the Jifteenth verse^ to the troubles in the 
middle of it ; and the conclusion^ to the firosfierity of the latter end. 

1 \XT ^ ^^ *^^"^ ^^^ ^ down to Egypt for lielp ; and 

W stay on horses, and tnist in chariois, because [they are] 

many ; and in horsemen, because they are very strong ; but 

they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neithe^ seek the 

5 LoRp ! Yet he also [is] wise, and will bring evil, and will not 
call back his words : but will arise against the house of the evil 
^ doers, and against the help of them that work inicjuity : a severe 
irony ; as if he had said^ You boast of the wisdom of your fioHticsj • 
but God has some wisdomyxmd is as able to help as they^ therefore 
to show your f oily he willpiunish you for your evil doings^ and the 

S Egyptians your helpers for their iniguity. Now the Egyptian* 
£are] men, and not God ; and their horses flesh, and not spirit ; 
they hcrve no more strength and srtfifiness than common creatures^ 
and are liable to befrightedy wounded^ and destroyed : when the 
Lord shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall 
fall, and he that is helpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail 

4 together ; but God is a surer defence. For thus hath the Lord 
spoken inrto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on 
his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against 
him, [he] will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for 
the noise of them : so shall the Lord of hosts come down to 
fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof ; all the noise of the 
Assyrian army is no more to him than a parcel of shepherds shouting 
against a Hon^ nohom they dare not go near^ he minds it not^^ neither 

5 looses his preyy nor carries it off with greater speed. As birds fly- 
ing speedily to their nests to secure their youngs or to drive away 
an enemy J «o will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem *; defend- 
ing also he will deliver [it ; and] passing over he will pr.^serve 
[it.] It is the same word as is used for passing over the Israel* 
ites* houses in Egypt ^ and has reference to their fhnner deliverance ; 
Jerusalem shall first be reformed^ and then saved, 

^ Turn ye unlo [him from] whom the children of Israel have 

7 deeply revolted. For in that day every man shall cast away his 
idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have 
made unto you [for] a sin ; though they were the work of your 
own handsy the materials valuable^ and you had worshipped them^ 
yet being the occasion of sin you shall cast them away, 

• Then shall the Assyrian fall whh the sword, not of a mighty 
man, who smites openly ; and the sword, not of a mean man,tr^o 
smites secretly^ shall devour him t but he shall flee from the 
sword qfthe angel^ and his young men, or chcice ones^ shall be 

9 discomfited. And he, Mo/ w, ///f i-wg-, shall pnss over to his 
strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign^ 
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wfdch the angel shall wave aver them as a ftutrk of Sod's core of 
JeruMolem^ or rather of any party of the Jews^ however incoimder^ 
abUy saith the Lord, whose fire, or attar j [is] ii> Zion, and liis 
furnace in Jerusalem ; where God U daily worahifified^ and from 
whence fire shall come forth to destroy his enemies. 

1 Chap. XXXII. Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, 

2 and princes shall rule in judgment. And a man shall be as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest i as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land ; referring to the firoteetian^ reposcy and hofi/nness they 
should enjoy in Hezekiah*s reign^ after the troubles in the reign of 

3 his predecessors. And the eyes of them that see shall not be 
dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken ; the prophets 
shall deliver their message clearly andfaithftilly^ and the people at* 

4 tend to^ understand^ and obey it. The heart also of the rash, the 
hasty and thoughtless^ shall understand knowledge, and the 
tongue of the stammerers shall be res^y to speak plainly ; rude 
and illiterate people shall understand divine thingsyond speak readily 

5 concerning them. The vile person shall be no more called liberal, 
nor the churl said [to be] bountiful, or honourable ; a goodjudg^ 
ment shall be formed of men ; worthy ^ valuable persons shall be 
promoted^ and others discountenanced ; the reason of this is given 

6 afterward. For the vile person will speak villany, and his 
heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter er- 
ror against the Lord, to make empty the sOulof the hungry, 
and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail ; a vile person 
will show his iniquity by his practice^ his prqfaneness against God^ 

7 and his cruelty to man. The instruments also of the churl [are] 
evil : he deyiseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying 
words, even when the needy speaketh right ; he will find some 
wicked men to be active in his evil designs^ and by specious pre- 

S tences destroy the needy when he has a good cause. But the lib-, 
eral deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal things shall he stai^ ; 
he will aim to do all the good he con, oind shall pe established in 
prosperity and reputation. 

9 Rise up, ye women that are at ease ; h^ar my voice, ye care- 
less daughters ; give ear unto my speech. The women are ad'^, 
dressedy because grown extremely delicate and luxurious^ and least 

10 able to bear pubHc calamities. Many days and years, or^ as in the 
margiUy many days above a year^ or whilst the Assyrian invastgrn 
shall lasty shall ye be troubled, ye careless women : for the 

1 1 vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. Tremble, ye 
women that are at ease ; be troubled, ye careless ones : strip 
ye of your ornaments^ and make ye bare, and gird [sackcloth] 
upon [your] loins ; or^ as it way be rendered^ upon your mouxn* 

12 ing breasts. They shall lament for the teats, /or the loss of their 
cattle and milky for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. 

13 Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns [and] briars ; 
yea, upon all the houses of joy [in] the joyous city ; u/ion the- 
playhouses^ gaming housesy and taverns ; the fenced cities of J^udah 
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•tei/ be de^trm^ed mtd laid w»te^ and they ahaU have no heart f 
follow their pleaeureM enen in Jeruealem^ while it is besieged: 
' 14 Because the palaces shall be forsaken ; the multitude of the city 
shall be left, or, the city ehall be forsaken qf its multitude ; the 
forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a 
pasture of flocks ; they shall higve no heart to repair them again^ 

15 at least it will be a long time before it can be done ; Until the 
spirit be poured upon us from on high^ till God shall send his 
sfUritual influence to reform us, and the wilderness be a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest ; there shall 
be good times after the Assyrians are destroyed ; the wilderness 
shall become so fruitful, that what was b^ore reckonedfruiful shJu 
appear like a forest in comparison q/it ; or it may only denote m 

1 6 great and wonderful change. Then judgment shall dwell in the- 
wikiemess,and righteousness remain in the fruitfiil field ; rights 
eous judgment shall be executed among the rich and poor in the 

17 city and country, in the cultivated lands and in the wildemess. And 
the work of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever ; the increase <f 

18 righteousness ihall promote peace^ harmony, and all good. And 
my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure 

19 dwellings, and in quiet resting places ; When it shall hail, 
coniing down on the forest ; and the city shall be low in a low 
place, or, utterly abased ; there shall be no invasion from foreign 
enemies, but they shall be destroyed, and their cities laid low ; or it 

20 may signify, you shall be sheltered from the storm. Blessed [are] 
ye that sow beside all waters, and send forth [thither] the feet 
of the ox and the ass ; you shall go out without fear of your 
enemies, to cultivate your landj and enjoy great plenty as well as 
jfiefue. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. TTOW kind is God who invites sinners to returti to him, 
Xx and promises theoi protection and happiness ! Those 
"perverse people that trusted in Egypt and their own politics, and 
had affronted the only wise and powerful God, were invited to re- 
turn, yea« though they had deeply revolted. Thus does God still 
address sinners, though their backslidings are great and aggravated, 
and long continued in ; yet if they turn to him, he will receive and 
bless them. Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die, O house of Israel ? 

2. See the happiness of a good prince, and a righteous govern- 
ment. This was designed to encourage Hezekiah in his reforming 
work, to teach the people how to value and improve the blesuings 
w>iich they enjoyed under him, and to give instruction to future 
kings and princes. Let us bless God that we have a king over us, 
who, we hope, will always rule in righteousness, be a covert to the 
persecuted and oppressed, advance the worthy and virtuous, dis- 
countenance and frown upon the wicked, and thus secure the repu- 
tation of religion, and promote the public peace. And let us pray 
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A«t tlm nay i>e more «nd Hiore bit character; and the Ucaaingv 
here described, be tl^ blessing of his reig^. 

3. It is a |rood sign, vhen men and tinn^ are called by their 
|)rDper names ; when vile ftcrsom are not called liberaly or gentle* 
men ; and churU^ men of a selfish, surly disposition, stiled honour- 
able. It is happy for a nation, when only good things are called 4>y 
^;ood names ; when virtue and virtuous men are esteemed, and held 
in reputation ; when men are vaiued, not by their rank and titles, 
but by their beneficence and usefulness. If difference of charac- 

. ter was not so wretchedly confounded as it is in our common lan^- 

riage, and there was greater openness and plainness of discourse, 
would tend greatly to the support of righteousness. Let us then 
emulate the character of a cUiten ofZion^ in whose eyes a vile fier^ 
son is contemned^ and wAo honouretk them that fear the Lord, 

4. Liberality is not the way to contempt and ruin, for the liberal 
man deviseth liberal things^ and by them shall he stand. He contrives 
how be may be able to do good ; he retrenches superfluities, acKl 
saves needless expenses, not that he may hoard up wealth, but that 
he may do the more good. He endeavours to be as extensively bene- 
ficent as possible, and by his charity he shall stand ; his prosperity 
shall be increased by the Messing of heaven ; he shall be esteemed 

. by men, have peace iniiis own mind, and obtain favour of the Lord ; 
and he that does not flunk this an abundant equivalent for parting 
with his money, is a vile and churlish person. 

5. We see the wisdom of being religious, v. 17. The pious 
shall enjoy peace, undisturbed by the crosses of the world. Reli* 
gious exercises are pleasant ; there is great satisfacticHi in reflect- 
ing upon them, and a gracious reward awaits them, even everlasting 
quietness and assurance* These inestimable blessings are only to 
be found in the way of righteousness ; in that way therefore kt us 
walk, and never turn aside from it. 

6. Let us rejoice in the government of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the happiness of his faithful subjects, ch, xxxii. v. 1 , 8cc. Though 
this has a primary reference to Hefsddah, yet it has.also a reference 
to Christ, and the blessings of his gospel, as is common in the pro- 
phets. Be reigns in righteousness^ being himself perfectly holy, 
and his administration inflexibly just. He is a shelter and refresh- 
fhent to his people in every storm. By his gospel, knowledge, ho- 
liness, liberality, peace, and joy are promoted and dtfltised. Let us 
show, by the practice of these virtues, that we have received its 
influence ; and earnestly pray that the spirit may be* poured fopth 
irom on high upon us, our churches, and- all the world ; that the 
wilderness may be a frtdtfal fields and the eartli may become like thf 
pairadlse of God above. 
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CHAP. xxxm. 

TTfet thafittr hat a reftrence to the hrvaaion and dettructtmi of the 
Mspiane^ and the happy effects of it to Israel, 

1 WT^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 8poilest,and thou [wast] not spoiled ; and 
V V dealest tpeacherously, and they dealt not treachero^usly 
with thee ! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shah be spoiled ; 
[and] when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they 
shall deal treacherously with thee ; because thou hast broken the 
treaty of peace^ and endeavoured to spoil and conquer vthen no in^ 

9 jury had been received, O Lord, be gracious unto us ; we have 
waited for thee ; the prayer of Israel in their distress : be thou 
their arm every morning, the arm of Hezekiah and his soldiers^ 

3 our salvation dso in the time of trouble. At the noise of the 
^ tumult the people fled ; at the lifting up of thyself the nations 

4 that were allied to the ,4ssyrians were scattered. And your spoil 
shall be gathered [like] the gathering of the caterpiller : as the 
running K and fro of locusts shall he run upon them ; that is^ 
the Israelites shall gather the spoils as easily as locusts or caterpiU 

5 lers devour afield or a tree. The Lord is exalted ; for he dwel- 
leth on high : he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteous- 
ness ; he displays his poxuer, and the effect of it shall be rrforma^ 

6 tion. And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy 
times, [and] strength of salvation ; piety and prudence shall 
establish Hezekiah* s throne : the fear of the Lord [is] his treas- 
ure ; the vforsMp of God^ and promoting piety in others^ shall be a 

7 better security than treasures or forces. Behold, their valiant 
ones shall cry without ; they shall be disheartened^ and^ think it 
in vain to oppose ; the ambassadors of peace, that shall be sent by 
Hezekiah to treat for peace^ shall weep bitterly, because the Ah* 

% Syrians will be so unreasonable^ proud and insolent. The high- 
ways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth : he hath broken the 
covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man ; 
Sennacherib will not stand to his agreement^ he will demise the 

9 fenced cities^ and have no compassion. The earth, or the landy 
moumeth [and] languislieth : Lebanon is ashamed [and] hewn 
down : Sharon is like a wilderness ; and Bashan and Carmcl 
shake off [their fruits ;] the fruitful parts will be laid waste^ and 

10 her substi^ce plundered. Now will I rise, saiththe Lord ; now 
, will I be exalted ; now, when things are at the worsty and the case 

1 1 shall seem desfierate^ will I lift up myself. Ye Assyrians shall 
conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble : your breath, or an- 

12 ger against Israel^ [as] fire, shall devour you. And the people, 
the Assyrians^ notwithstanding their great expectations, shall he 
[as] the burnings of lime : [as] thorns cut up shall they be 
burned in the fii'e ; they shall meet with entire destruction^ like 
stones burned to limcj or thorns that are utterly consumed, 

15 Hear, ye [that are] far off, what I have done ; and ye [tb.at 
14 are] near, acknowledge my might. The sinners in Zion arc 
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a&aid ; fearfulness hath ««riirified the^hTpo^ites, fnto Bcwm the 
iuw qf God and the threatemnga of (he firo/ihet ; though the^f kteji 
iifith^ af^arance <if religion^ vfJien they think tlie Amprian^ wU 
destroy Jenaalem^ they shall be terribly afrmd. Who among us 
shall dwell with the devouring fire ? who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings \ they vrill ovm how a^fiil God i>, a^ 
how dreadful when he cornea to punish. On the ot/ier haHdy good 

15 men shall be calm and^cure : He that watketh righteoualyy.and 
speaketh uprightly ; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, 
who thinks it beneath him, that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, when fiut into his hand secretly^ that stoppeth his cars 
from hearing of blood, will not hear any scheme tending to shed 
blood, or to gratify revenge, and shutteth his eyes from seeing 
evil, will not willingly see evil committed, but ha» a great aversion 

16 to it i He shall dwell on high : his place of defence [shall be] 
the munitions of rocks : bread shall be given him ; his MFaters 
[shall be] sure ; he shall be defended and su/i/iUed during the 

n extremity of the siege. Thine eyeS shall see the kiilg in his 
beauty, that is, Hezekiah, having fiut off his sackclaA and afificar^ 
ing in his royal robes with a fileasant asfiect : they shall behold 
the land that is very far off ; the fieofilc who had been shut uji 
during the siege shall travel abroUd, which after their confinement 

18 would be peculiarly pleasant. Thine heart shall meditate terror ; 
review its former fears and its triumph over the jissyrians. Where 
[is] the scribe ? where [is] the receiver ? where [is] he that 
counted the towers ? where is the secretary of war, the paymaster j 

19 the chief engineer ?* Thou shalt not see a f\erce people, a people 
of deeper speech than thou canst perceive ; of a stammeriqg 
tongue, £that thou canst] not understand ; that is, the Assyrians^ 

20 who had a deep, liarsh language, carrying terror with it» Look 
upon Zion, the city of our solemnities : thine eyes shall see Je- 
rusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle [that] shall not be taken 
down ; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, nei- 
ther sliall any of the cords thereof be broken ; an allusion to a 

2 1 tent, no part of which should be damaged by the enemy. But there 
, the glorious Lord [will be] unto us a place of broad rivers [and] 

streams ; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall 
gallant ship pass thereby ; though there is no river about Jerusa^ 
lem, only a little brook, God %nU be as a broad river to iu, over 

2? vMch no ship shall pass to hurt or destroy it. For the I^oao [is] 
our judge, the Lord [is] our lawgiver, the Lord [is] our king ; 
he will save us ; God^s relation to Israel will engage him to protect 

S3 it. Thy tacklings are loosed ; they could not well strengthen 
their mast, they could not spread the sail ; the Assyrian force^ 
when attempting to pass the broad river, mentioned x;. 2 1, shall be 
shipwrecked : then is the prey of a great spoil divided ; the 
lame take the pi*ey ; it sliall be so abundfint, that those who can 

24 neither fight nor pursue shall have a part. And tlie inhabitant 

• The apostle Paul applies this to the success of the gospel oyef beathea powers ani. 
lihUosophf. I Cor. i. 3o. 
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* thaU not say, I am sick : the people that dw^n tl^rein [shall 
be] fqrgiT^n [^heir] iniquity ; iJiq^ shall/orget their sickness^ 

- J^Joy ^thU gi^eat deliverance^ which mil be a comfortable token 
that their s^ns arefyrgvven them. 

REFLECTIONS. 

l.*TTT E are here shown the most effectual way to secure na- 
V Y tional deliverance and happiness, namely, to continue in* 
9tant in/irayer, v, 2. Let us entreat that all our actions and affairs 
may be governed by justice 5 that we may be faithful to our trea- 
ties ; and that particular persons may act uprightly, support relig- 
ion, and cherish the fear of the Lord. This is our best treasure, 
and will do more to defend us than all our forces. 

2. We are taught not to despair when in the deepest distress.. 
Jerusalem never was in so much danger. Its inhabitants were 
never so much terrified as at this time, r. 7, 8. Behold^ (heir vaU 
iant ones shoKcry vnthout ; the ambasaadort qf fieace nhall weep bif*^ 
terly. The mghways lie v)a$te^ the wayfaring man ceaseth : he hath 
broken the ccrvenanty he hath deafiiaed the ciiiesy he regardeth no man, 
^ow will lariaey saith the Lord ,* now %viU I be exalted. He seemed 
before to have been an unconcerned spectator ; but then it was time 
to arise and act vigorously for thero. God thus sometimes suf- 
fers his people to be brought into the lowest distress, that he may 
make his appearance more conspicuous, their deliverance more 
valued, and better improved. Let us therefore trust him in the 
greatest danger, and in the mount of difficulty the Lord will be seer, 

3. The difference between bad afxd good men in times of afflic- 
tion and calamity, is seen,!;. 14, 1^5. Tnei-e were hypocrites in Zi- 
on, and those qf the worst sort. 'When they expected the city to 
be tak^9 plundered, and burned ; though they made a jest of the 
threatening before, and were secure and careless, yet now they 
were struck with feivr, apd sunk into despair. Thus cowardly and 
uneasy does guilt make men. And no wonder if it affects the hyp- 
ocrites under the gospel in this manner, when they think of those 
devouring flames and eveilastini^ burnings, which are threatened, 
against all the workers of iniquity. On the other hand, the gootl 
man, who fears God, gives all their due, and abhors every unjust, 
dishonourable, and mean action, is safe, courageous, and happy : 
God will protect him, and provide for him ; and he will have a 
cheerful hope in the deepest distress. He will have no cause t/>. 
complain of lesser evils when the greatest is removed, nor sinjc 
under the burden of sickness, when the burden of guilt is taken 
away. Such shall walk in the light ofGod^s countenance here, and at 
length see the King of kings in all the beauties of the heavenly land, 

4. Let us rejoice in God^s care of the church amidst all its dan- 
gers and alarms. It is indeed desirable to have the city qf our 
^olemnitiea a quiet habitation^ and God can make it so. It needs no 
iriver to keep off invading foes, no force to repel them ; his al- 

YoL.V. Bb 
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mighty power is sufficient. Let us think what he (fid for IsraeU 
what he has done for his church, yea, for our own land. Let us re- 
view our fears,!;. 18. and give glory to God for our national pros- 
perity, success, and peace ; and be careful to behave toward him, 
as those who know that the Lord it ourjudgcy the Lord is our laW" 
grvcTf the Lord U our king : he will save iw. Let us commit our 
^use to him, and observe his law ; then we may cheerfully trust 
in bis protection, and be assured that he will bless us. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Some refer this chafiter to the destruction brought upon the nations 
which bordered ufion Israel^ by the Assyrians and Babylonians : but 
J rather think it hqs a general re/erence to the destruction of all 
thatofifiosed the kingdom and interest of God among men. 

1 /^ OME near, ye nations, to hear ; and hearken ye people : 
vjl let the earth hear, and all that is therein ; the world, and 

2 all things that come forth of it. For the indignation pf the Lobd 
[is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon all their armies : he 
hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the 

3 slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out, they shall find ' 
no burialy and their stink shall Come up out of their carcasses, 
and the mountains about Jerusalem shall be melted with their 
blood ; it shall be shed in such quantities that it shall run down 

4 Uke sfirings from the mountains. And all the host of heaven 
shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll : and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off 
from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree j hyperboli- 

5 cal exfiressionsy denoting great desolation and confusion, For Ttij 
sword shall be bathed in heaven : behold, it shall come down upon 

6 Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.* The 
sword of the Lord is filled with bldod, it is made fat with fat- 
ness, [and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the 
kidnies of rams : for the Lord hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a 

7 great slaughter in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns shall 
come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls, and their 
land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with 
fatness ; both the greatest and the meanest shall be alike destroyed, 

8 For [it is] the day of the Lord's vengeance, [and] the year 

9 of recompenses for the controversy of Zion. And the streams 
thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 
brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch ; 

10 an allusion to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall 
not be quenched night nor day ; the smoke thereof, a blacky'^ 



iset) to bathe their swords fn some preparatioa which made there 
> edge ; thus God's sword u represented as bathed in heaven, in 
trilu like lightning. Idumea, or the Edomites, heie« as in many 



• Probablv the ancients used t 
hard enouffh to uke a riiarp edgi 

celestial fire, that it might strike like liehtning. Idumea. or the Edomites, heie« as in many 
other yiMcn, b put for all the enemies or God's church and people in general. 
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ndfihur^om vc^dUry shall go up for ever : from* generatioii to 
generation it shall lie waste ; none shall pass through it for 

11 ever and ever. But the cormorant and the bittern shall pos^ 
s^sit; the owl also and the raven shall - dwell In it : and he 
shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stoneSf 
or yk^unmntf/, of emptiness ; fte mil deal with them in strict jus" 

12 tice. They shall csdl the nobles thereof to a»9ist in managing 
the affairs o/*the kingdom, but none [shall be] there, and all her 
princes shall be nothing ; they ahall have no heart or s/drit left, 

13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles 
in the fortresses thereof : and it shall be an habitation of drag- 

14 ons, [and] a court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert 
shall also meet with the ii'AA beasts of the island, and the sat]rr 
shall cry to his follow ; the screech owl also shall rest there 

15 and find for herself a place of rest. There shall the great owl 
make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shad« 
ow : there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one 
with her mate ; creatures that lave desolate placesy whether san^ 

• dy or marihyy shall meet together^ and breed there ; intimating 
that the desolation ihall be long continued. 

1 % Seek ye out of the book of the Loi^n, and read ; let thefirofih" 
ecy be comfiared with the events to show that not one of these dismal 
creatures shall be wanting ; no one of these shall fail, none shall 
want her matife : for my mouth it hath commanded, and his 
spirit it hath gathered them ; God hath so ordered it, and brought 

17 them together by the instincts he hath ^iven them. And he hath 
cast the lot for them, and his hafid hath divided it unto them 
by line : these creatures shall have the land divided among them 
as if it was done by lot : they shall possess it for ever, . from 
generation to generation shall they dwell therein. 

REFLECTIONS. 

l.TX7"E may reflect with pleasure on the righteousness of 
VV God, when his judgments are abroad in the earth. This 
dreadful h3rperbolical description is answered by the desolations that 
war often makes in ciiies and countries ; but let us rejoice that in< 
finite wisdom and righteousness preside over these affairs. God's 
sword is Jthe sword of justice^ and cometh /or judgment ^ v. 5, Des- 
olation doth not proceed at random, but in strict equity ; by line 
and filummet ; ii works as regularly as cities are built, and countries 
planted : even the wild beasts and birds have their share, as if di- 
vided b]r lot. Let this comfort our minds amidst the confusions 
of the earth ; and kad us to adore the righteousness of the Lordy 
who is holy in all his ways, 

3. How beautiful is it to observe the correspondence between 
history and prophecy, v. 1^. The book of the prophets is the book 
of the Lordy inspired by the Holy Ghost. It is our duty to read it, 
to seek and search it out. Where we have light from ancient his- 
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tOTf , we shall sec the prophecies exactly fulfilled ; and where w« 
have not history, we have reason to conclude that they were fulfilled, 
or will be so. The desolations which have been made, particular* 
ly by the Turks, upon the countries surrounding the holy land, the 
ruins of Babylon, Nineveh, and other great and populous dties in 
those parts, show that God's counsel ahalL stundi and that his vfords 
Mhall not fall to the ground. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

ThU chafiter refers to the gosfiely and the glorious change it should 
make in the state of the vfsrld, 

' 1 ^nPHE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for theniy 
X ^r the destruction qf the enemy ; and the desert shall rc- 

3 joice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and singing : the glory of Lebanon shall 
be given unto it, the excellency oi Carmel and Sharon, they 
shall see the glory of tho Lord, [and] the excellency of our 
God ; that is^ sfiiritual blessings^ described under these emblems^ 

o shall abound. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 

4 feeble knees. Say to them [that are] of a fearful heart, Be 
strong, fear not \ an address to tfie a/iostles and nurdstcrs of 
Christ : behold, your God will come [with] vengeance, [even] - 

5 God [with] a recompense ; he will come and save you. Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped, which was literally done by Christ and his 

6 a/iostles. Then shall the lame [man] leap as an hart, an^ the 
tongue of the dumb sing : foe in the wilderness shall >j^aters 

7 break out, and streams in the deseit. And the parched ground 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of ^i^ater : in 
the habitation of dragons, where each lay, [shall be] grass with 
reeds and rushes ; sandy places shall become good fianiures ; re* 

ftrring to the influence of Chrises doctrine and sfdrit ufion the 
worlds and especially to the change that should take place in the 

8 gentile nations. And an highway, or ca^seivay^ shall be there, 
and a way, and it shall be called. The way of holiness ; the un- 
clean shall not pass over it ; but it [shall be] for those ; or^ God 
shall be with them, shall be their guide and companion in the way ; 
therefore, the wayfaring men, though fools, shall net err [there- 

9 in.] No lion shall be there, nor [any] ravenous beast shall go 
up thereon, it shall not be found there ; ail their spiritual enc 
mies shall be vanqtasLed ; but the redeemed shall walk [there :] 

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 

with songs, all shall terminate in //«irey2,and everlasting joy upon 

their heads ; as garlands offowers Were worn at feasts, 60 shall 

^thcy wear a crown ff glory : they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sonow and sighmg shall flee aviay. . 
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/ REFLECTIONS. 

1 . T E T us rdoice in the happiness of Christ^s king^dom, And the 
t ^ glory of the gospel. It has the brightest glories of 4hc 
Mosaick dispensation, and some which are unspeakably greater and 
nobler. The miracles of Christ confirmed his doctrine, and wefe 
emblems of the effects of it upon the mind ; the eyes of the under- 
standing were enlightened, ignorant heathens were brought to know 
God, and Christ, and religion ; obstinate wills were subdued ; idol- 
atry, slavery, polygamy, and other vices and miseries were banish- 
ed, as far as that prevailed, and the spiritual enemies of men con- 
quered. The glouibus change it made in the state of the moral 
world is but imperfectly represented by these figures ; but they 
ought to excite our thankfulness that we are favoured with this glo- 
rious dispensation, and that it hath already contributed so much to 
the happiness of mankind. 

2. The view here given us of the way of religion, should engage 
us to walk in it. It is the way of holiness, of universal rectitude, 
purity, and goodness ; a safe, plain, and pleasant way ; there is no 
difficulty in finding it, no danger in walking in it. We meet there 
with the best company, and have God for our guardian and guide, 
our companion and friend. In this way then let us walk, and pro* 
ceed therein with vigour and cheerfulness ; strengthen our own 
and others* feeble knees, and encourage one anothers hearts. Thi^ 
delightful road will at length bring us to the heavenly Zion, where 
sorrow and sighing^ where sin, corruptions, and enemies shall be no 
more ; but ufion our heads shall be everlasting jot/ ^ and in our mouths 
everlasting songs. 



CHAP. XXXVI, XXXVII* 

1 ^^fOW it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Heze- 
X^ kiah, [that] Sennacher^) king of Assyria came up againbt 

3 all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. And the kin^ 
of Ass]rria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king 
Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the cosduit of 

3 the upper pool in th^ higliway of the fuller's field. Then camo 
forth unto him Eliakim, Uilkiah's son, which was over the houset 
and Shebna the scril)e, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder* 

4 And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus 
saitb the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence [is] 

5 this wherein thou trusiest ? 1 say, [sayest thou] (but [they arc 
but] vain words) [I have] counsel and strength for war : now on 

6 whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me ? Lo, thou 
trustest in the staff of this broken reed, ou Egypt ; wLcrcon if 

• Thete two chapters are thr »nme nt i Kfn^s xviii. 13, to the end of cLp- xlx. ai.d U« 
reader is n^r^ ed to the «.x^ otluM uud tcflc»CioiiS t]>ou tr^uw pLiw^v 
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a man lean, it will gp into his hand^ and pierce it : so [is] Pha- 

7 raoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him. But if thou say to 
me^ We trust in, the Lord our God : [is it] not he whose bigh 
places and whose altars llezekiah hath taken away, and saW to 
Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar I 

8 Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king 
of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be 

9 able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then wilt thou 
turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's 
servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horse- 

10 men ? And am I now come up without the Lori> against this 
. land to destroy it ? the Lord said unto me. Go up against this 

1 1 land, and destroy it. Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah 
unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the 
Syrian language ; for we understand [it :] and speak not to us 
in the Jews* language, in the ears of the people that [are] on the 

1 2 wall. But Rabshakh said. Hath my master sent me to thy mas- 
ter and to thee to speak these words ? [hath he] not [sent me] 
to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own 

13 dung, and drink their own piss with you ? Then Rabshakeh stood 
and cried with a loud voice in the Jews* language, and said. Hear 

U ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus saith 
the king. Let not Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not be able 

15 to deliver you. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the 
Lord, saying. The Lord will surely deliver us : this city shall 

16 not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken 
not to Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make [an 
agreement] with me [by] a present, and come out to me : and 
eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and 

17 drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern ; Until I come 
and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn 

18 and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. [Beware] lest Heze- 
kiah persuade you, saying. The Lord will deliver us. Hath any 
of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of 

19 the king of Assyria ? Where [are] the gods of Hamath and 
Arphad ? where [are] the gods of Sepharvaim ? and have they 

20 delivered Samaria out of my hand ? Who [are they] among all 
the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my 
hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand ? 

2 1 But they held their peace, and answered him not a word : for 

22 the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. Then 
came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that [was] over the house- 
hold, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, tke 
recorder, to Hezekiah with [their] cbthes rent, and told him the 

. words of Rabshakeh. 

1 Chap. XXXVH. And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah 
heard [it,] that he rent his clothes, and covered himself wifh 

2 sackcloth, and went into the house of thd Lord. And he sent 
Eliakim, who [was] over the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah 
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•T the prophet the son of AxMi, And they said unto bim, Thus 

' saith Hiezekiah, iThia day [is] a day of treuble, land of rebuke, 

and of blasphemy : for the chHdreii are coitie to the birth, and 

4 [there is] not str^g:th to briri^ forthi It may be the Lord thy 
God will hear the Words of Ruhshakeh, whom theking of Assy^ 
ria his master hath sent to reproach the livmgCod, and will 
reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath hcaix) : where- 

5 fore lift up [thy] prayer for the remnant that is left. So the 

6 servants of king Mezekfah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said 
unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, where- 
with the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumor, 
and return to his own land ; and I will cause him to fell by the 
sword in his own land. 

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria war- 
ring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed 

9 froiifi Lachish. And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when 

10 he heard [it,] he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying. Thus 
shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy 
God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem 

1 1 shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, 
thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands 

12 by destroying them utterly ; and shalt thou be delivered ? Have 
the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 
destroyed, [as] GozaO, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children 

IS of Edfen which [were] in Telassar? Where [is] the king of 
Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of 

14 Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? And Hezekiah received the let- 
ter from the hand of the messengers, and i*cad it : and Heze- 
kiah went wp unto the house of thfe Lord, ani spread it before 

15 .16 the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, & 
Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest [between] the cheru- 
bims, thou [art] the God, [even] thou alone, of all the kingdoms 

17 of the earth : thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine 
ear, O Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, O Lord, and see : and 
hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach 

18 the living God. Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have 

19 laid waste all the nations, and their countries. And have cast 
their gods into the fire : for they [were] no gods, but the work 
of men's hands, wood and stone : therefore they have destroyed 

20 them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou [art] the 
Lord, [even] thou only. 

3 1 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed 

22 to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria : This [is] the word 
which the Lord hath spoken concerning him ; The virgin, the 
daughter of ZioD> hath despised thee> [and] laughed thee to 
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seoFii ; the dituf^hter ef Jeruss^Iein hath sM^en her head at thq^I 
23 Whom hast thou reproached and Uasphei^ed ; and against 
vhom hast thou exalted [thy] voice) and lifted up thine eyes on 
94 high f [even] against the Holy One of Israel. 3y thy servants 
hast thou reproaohed the Ix>rd, and hast said. By the muldtude 
of ray chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to 
the aides of Lebanon ; and I will out down the tall cedars there- 
of, [and] the choice iir trees thereof; and I will enter into the 

35 height of his border, [apd] the forest of his Carmel, I have 
digg-ed, and drxmk water ; and with the sole of my feet h^ve I 

36 dried up all the rivers of the besieged places. Hast thou not 
heard long ago, [how] I have done it ; [apd] of ancient times» ' 
that I have ibrn^ed it ? now have I brought it to pass, that thpfu 
shouldst be to lay waste defepced cities [into] ruinous heaps, 

27 Therefore their inhabitants [were] of small power, they were 
dismayed and confounded : they were [as] the grass of (he fiel^, 
and [as] the green herb, [as] the grass on the house tops, and 

28 [as cori)] blasted before it be grown up. But I know thy abodte^ 
and thy going outy and thy coming in, and thy rage against me., 

29 Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up inV> 
mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my 
bridle in thy Ups, and I will turn thee hack by the way by which 

SO thou earnest, And this [shall be] a sign upto thee, Ye shall eat 
[this] year such as groweth of itself ; and the second year that 
which springeth of the same : and in the third year sow ye, amf 

2 1 reap, and plant vmeyards, and eat the fruit thereof. And the 
remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take 

32 root downward, and bear fruit upward ; For out of Jerusalen^ 
shall go ibrth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount 

33 Zion : the zieal of the Lord of hosts shsjl do this. Therefor^ 
thus saith the Loao concerning the kin^ of Assyria^ He shall 
not come into tliis city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor qopie be-.- 

%i fore it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the iifay thajL 
he came, by the same shall h^ return, and shall not.con^e into 

35 this city, saith the Leap. For I will defend this city to save itj^ 
for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake, 

36 Then the angel of the Lord, went foifth,i apd s^noteinthe 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred apd four score and^ fi^ve thou^ 
sand : and wherLthey arose early in the ^oming, behold, they 

57 [were] all dead corpses. So Sennacherib ki/ig of Assyria de- 
38 parted, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it 
came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch hi^ 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with 
the sword ; and they escaped into the land of Armenia : an4 
Esarhaddon his son reigned in h'ls stead. 
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CHAP, xxxvni. 

Thejir^t part of this cluster give9 an account qf Hezekiah*9 danger" 
oua sicknest and Tniraculoua recovery ; the latter part is a tender 
and beautiful song of thanksgivings in vf/uch this pious king breathed 
out the sentiments of a grateful heart when his life vjas as it were 
restored. 

1 TN those days was Hezekiah sick unto death, that isy of some 
Jl distemper^ which in the common course of nature would prove 
mortal.* And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto 
him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house 

2 in order : for thou shalt die, and not live. Then HezekiaU 
turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, 

3 And said. Remember, now, O LoRp, I beseech thee, how I 
have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and 
have done [that which is] good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 
wept sorcy from the apprehension that he should learve his kingdom 

4 in distress^ and without an heir. Then catne the word of the 

5 Lord to Isaiah, saying. Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the 
LoRD,.^he God of David thy father, whose family seemed to be in 
danger of extinctitm^ I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 

6 tears : behold, ( will add unto thy days fifteen years. And I 
will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of 

7 Assyria : and I will defend this city. And this [shall be] a 
sign unto thee from the Ldrd, that the Lord will do this thing 

S that he hath spoken ; Behold, I will bring again the shadow of 
the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten 
degrees backward.f So the sun returned ten degrees, by which 
degrees it was gone down, • 

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been 
sick, and was recovered of his sickness ; or^ a song ofthanksgiv^ 

10 ingfor his deliverance : I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall 
go to the g^tes of the grave : I am deprived of the residue of 
my years ; being but about thirty nine years oldj I might naturally 

1 1 expect a longer life. I said, I shall not see the Lord, [even] 
the Lord, in the land of the living, in his house and ordinances ; 
that is^ no more join in or support his worship: I shall behold 
man no more with the inhabitants of the world ; / ^hall see my 
subjects and friends no more ; I shall have no more opportunities 
qf doing good to the public or myseff; a sentiment full of piety and 

13 benevolence. Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as 
a shepherd's tent ; a weaky Jrail buildings that is easily takeii 
down or removed from place to place : I have cut off like a weaver 
my life; Itave given up all my schemes and pronpects : he will 
cut me off with pining sickness : from day [even] to night wilt 

* Thi« ilcknrsfl happtned in the space between Sennacherib's invasion ajid the destruo* 
tson of bis army. 

t Probably an inflection of the rays of the soi^ whi^ continued for some time. 

Vol. V. C c 
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thou make an end of me ; / thought this would be the cdie rberg 
] 3 morning and evening, I reckoned till morning, [that,] as a lioniy 
8o will he braak all my bones : from day [even] to night wilt 
thou make an end of me ; / thought the violence of my pedn 
would destroy me before morning^ Hke a lion breaking my bones, 

14 Like a crane [or] a 9walk>w, so did I chatter : I did mourn at a 
dove ; my voice was weak and broken^ so that I could only sigh 
and bemoan myself: mine eyes fail [with looking] upward ; or 
rather^ mine eyes are so weak that J cannot look u/i : O Lord, I 
am oppressed ; undertake for me $ /am sinking under this heavy 
affliction / O Lordy a/ifiear/or mcy before death seizes utwn me, 

15 What shall I say ? an exfiression of God^s great goodness^ 
and of his own thankfulness / how shall I find words to ex^ 
press my gratitude P he hath both spoken unto Aie, and 
himself harti done [it j] he promised healthy and it imme-^ 
diately came : I shall go softly all my years in the bittertiess 
of my sotil ; I shall all my days remember the bitterness of my 
soul ; or it may refer to walking humbly and Circumspectly be^ 

16 fore God after it, O Lord, by these [thmgs,] thy power and 
goodness J [mfen] lircr and I in particular^ and in all these [things 
is] the life of my spirit : sO wih thou recoter me, and make 

17 me to live ; by thee I shall still be supported, Beholdy fof peace 
I had great bitterness : but thou hast in love to my soul [de- 
livered it] from the pit of corruption : for tkou hast cast all my 
sins^ behind thy back ; thou hast fbrgtven my sins which brought 
tins distemper upon me^ and hast shown thy favoifr tome by thu9 

rt recovering me. For tht graVe cannot praise thee, death can 
[not] celebrate (hee : they that go down into Che pit cannot hope 
for thy truth ; they cannot glorify thee on earth and serve man-* 
kindy or expect to see thy promises to thy church and people fulfilled, 
^\^ The living, the Hvfng, he shall praise thee, as I [do] this day r 
the father to the children shaH make known thy truth ; they 
that have been recovered shall praise thee themselves^ and relate 
thy goodness to their childreny to encourage them to trust in thee, 
30 The Lord [was ready] to save me : therefore we will sing my 
songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the 
house of the Lord ; not otdy this song^ but other devout compod* 
tions f not merely in one visit paid to the sanctuary y but as long as 

21 my recovered life shall continue. For Isaiah had said, Let them 
take a lump of fifgs, and lay [it] for a plaister upon the boily 

22 and he shall recover.* Hezekiah also had said. What [is] th« 
sign, that I shall go up to the house of the Lori^ ? that was the 

first place he designed to visit y and thertfore he put the question 
with particular reference to it, 

* Perhaps these mif^ht htve a natural virtue to ripen tbe Imposduime/ bat could BOthuft 
h to »ooti without cxcraurdinary interposition/ 
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REFLECtlONS. 

1. nr^HIS chapter suggests many useful inst ructions to the sick 
X and infirm ; and ^uch any of us may vary soon be. We 
should there&re set our houses in order, make our wills, settle oup 
afifairs, and contrive for the peace of survivors* Especially should 
we set our souls in order ; renew the exercise of repentance and 
faith, and make our peace with God, with men^ and our own 
consciences. Let the sick pray, and humble themselves ; ac- 
knowledge the hand of God in the visitation, and seek help from 
him ; but they should not neglect the assistance of physicians and 
inedicines, lest the^ temfu the Lord their God, Though Hezekiah's 
recovery was in a great measure miraculous, yet natural means were 
used, to teach us the use of them. Let us not think our fears of 
"^eath signs of our being in a sinful state, for even Hezekiah wept 
sore at its approach, though he could appeal to God that he had 
Vfalked btfore him in iruthj and with a perfect hearty and had done 
that which wa$ good in his sight, 

2. Those who have been recovered from sickness may see what 
should be their temper and conduct. It is proper to recollect, and 
keep written fnemorials of their danger a^d deliverance ; of the 
workings of their thoughts and affections ; their views of God, 
themselves, and another world ; and of their resolutions and tows. 
Let them be very thankful for their escapes from death ; remem? 
bering, that it was the Lard that healed them^ that recovered them 
from the pit of corruption, when just sinking into it ; they should 
express their thankfulness in their addresses to God, and in their 
conversation with others, for their encouragement. It should be 
our care to walk humbly with God ; to proceed with caution and 
watchfulness in the way of duty ; to be zealous for his honour, ancf 
diligent and serious in our attendance upon his ordinances. Heze- 
kiah's love to God's house showed itself very remarkably during 
his sickness ; he lamented his being deprived of attendance there, 
and resolved to frequent it constantly while he lived. Thus should 
we Improve our recoveries from sickness, or our continued health ; 
remembenng, that life is short, and that there is no knowledge, wie- 
4omf or device^ in the grave, whither we are all going. 



CHAP. XXXIX * 

« 

1 /% T that time Merodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of 
XJl Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah ; for be 

3 had heard that he had been sick, and waft recovered. And Hez- 
ekiah was glad of them, and showed them the house of his pre- 
cious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the, 
precious ointment, and jiU the house of his armour, and all tha^ 

^ Fpr the illoitr^cioa amd Improvement of thU cluipter, mc 7 Kin^s, xx. n-r-sfi. 
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was found in his troasures > there was nothing in his house, nm* 

3 in all his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not Then 
Came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto bim« 
What said these men ? and from v hence came, they unto thee? 
And HezekiA said, They are come from a far country unto 

4 me, [even] from Babylon. Then said he, What have they seen 
in thine house ? And Heaekiah answered. All that [is] in mine 
house have they seen : there is nothing among my treasures . 

5 that I have not showed them. Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, 

6 Hear the word of. the Lord of hosts : Behold, the days come, 
that all that [is] in thine house, and [that] which thy fathers 
have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon : 

7 nothing shall be left, saith the Loig>. And of thy sons that 
shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take 
away ; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 

8 Babylon. Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good [is] the word of 
the Lord which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For 
there shall be peace and truth in my days. 



• CHAP. XL. 

We now come to the last part of I^aiah^s firofihecy^ which is by much 
the moat snblime and important,* It contaitiB many comfortable 
prediciiont qfthe restoration of the Jews from captivity^ of the bies^ 
sings of the gospel^ and the conversion of the Jews in the latter days. 
But in this chapter^ and in many other places^ these events are so 
intermingled^ thaty though the general sense is ftlain^ it is hard to de* 
termine to which event the prophet refers. 

1 /COMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God ; 
\ji that iSf to the prophets during the captivity^ and to all chris- 

2 tian ministers in future ages. Speak ye comfortablf to Jerusa- ^ 
lem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, jthat 
her iniquity is pardoned : for she hath 'received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins ; not double tg what she deserved^ 
but double in proportion to God*s severity in correcting other sin- 
/ul nations^ because she was more eminently favoured. It may 
have a reference to the law of paying double damages^ Exod. xxiir 
4. Immediately a harbinger is introduced^ giving orders as wo* 
tisual in the march qf eastern generals^ to remove every obstacle^ 
and prepare the way for their return into their own land. 

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness. Prepare ye 
the way. of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God ; probably' referring to Cyrus's proclamation ofdeHver^ 
ance to the Jews ; or rather to the gospel salvation ; and it is so 

4 appHed to John the Baptist ^ Mat. \\\. 3. Every valley shall be 
. exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low : and 

the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain ; 
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all difficuUu9 nhall vamah ; men*a firide and firejudicea shall be rc^ 

5 moved : And the glory of the Lord, /lia glorious fiower and 
goodness^ shall be revealed, and all flesh sh?ill see [it] together : 

6 for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken [it.] The voice said to 
the prophet y Cry, or proclaim aloud. And heisaid, What shall I 
cry \ All flesh [is] grass, and all the goodliness thereof [is] as 

7 the flower of the field : The grass withcreth, the flower ^deth> 
because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely thepeo- 

8 pie [is] grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : but 
the word of our God shall stand for ever \ there is no dependence 
to be laid on the wiedomy powery and promises ofmen^ but the pro^ 
wises qf God are fmthfuly and nothing shall prevent the execution 
of them. So Peter applies the words in his Jirst epistle^ chap, i. 
23—25. 

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, or^ O thou that tellestgood 
tidinxcs to Zion^ get thee up into the high mountain ; O Jerusa- 
lem, that bringest good tidings, or, O thou that tellest good tidings 
to Jerusalem^ lift up thy voice with'slrength ; proclaim aloud on 
the mountainsj/rom whence thou canst kest be heard ; lift [it] up, 
be not afraid, Jbr God will make his word good ; say unto the 

10 cities of Judah, Behold your God !4ehild, the Lord God wiil 
come wifh strong [hand,] or, against tfte strongs and his arm 
shall rule for him ; he will complete your deliverance^ and estab* 
Hsh the Messiah's kingdomj without human assistance : behold, 
his reward [is] with him, and his work, or, recompense Jbr M9 

1 1 work, before him. He, that is, the Messiah, shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd : he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry [them,] that is, the lame and sick, in his bosom, [and] 
shall gently lead those that are with young. 

12 Who hath measured the* waters in the hollow of his Hand, 
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hilltf in a balance ? To ccfnfirm your faith in these prom^ 
isesy oi/terve the exact order in which the earth is formed ; the 

jiountains are weighed, the waters and the dust are measured; so 
that there is not a drop too much, nor a grain superfluous or defi^ 

1 3 dent ; and say, Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord when 
he made the world, or [l^ing] hia counsellor hath taught him ts 

14 govern it ? With whom took he counsel, ancT [who] instructed 
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him 

15 knowledge, and showed to him the way of understanding ? Be- 
hold, the nations [are] as a drop of a bucket, as inconsiderable, 
when compared with the ocean, as a drop qf water, and are count- 
ed as the small dust of the balance ; so small, when compared with 
the whole earthy as not to effect the nicest scales ; ^ behold, he 
taketh up the isles, as a very little tliiflg ; the isles, though so 
spacious, strong, and deep rooted, are in his hand what a light thing 

16 is in vurs, whifh we take up, turn, and manage as we please. And, 
if we would study to pfesent an oblalion answerable to his greats 
nessf Lebanon [is] not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof 
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17 snfiicient for a burnt oflertng. AU nations, if they were as$em% 
hied together to attend thi9 great aacrifice^ before him [arc] as 
noching ; and they are counted to him less than nothing and 
▼amtf . To caution the Jew against the idolatry of the Chalde^ 

li «n«y ke proc^ds^ To whom then will ye liken God ? or what 

19 likeness will ye compare unto him \ The workman melteth a 
graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, 

90 and casteth silver chains to adorn it^ or fasten it to a pUlar. He 
that [is] so impoverished thi^t he hath no oblation to <ffer to the 
temfUe^ mii yet have a godj and tkerefire he chooseth a tree [that J 
virill Dof rot ; he seeketh onto him a cunning workman to pre« 
piire a graven image [that] shall not be moved ; he thinks a 

31 vfooden god hetter than none. Have ye not known ? even you^ 
idolatrous Gentiles ? have ye not heard I hath it not been told 
yon from the beginning ? liave ye not understood from the 
foundations of the earth ? hcroe you not learned by observation^ by 
rejlection^ by tradition from the earliest mges^ that the great God 
Jehovah is the creator, an€ governor qfthe worlds and of such inr 

J2 finite fierfectionsy as wot to be refiresented by any image ? [It is] 
be that sitteth upon the circle, or globe, of the earth, and the in- 
habitants thereof |%re] 4s grasshpppers, the most inconsiderable 
iftsects : that stretciieth out the heavens as a curtdn, or canopy^ 
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in, as easily as a man 
eon open a curtain of a tent in the morning, and close it at night : 

33 That bringeth the princes to nothing ; he ^laketh the judges of 
the earth as vanity ; can eanily confound, depose, and destroy the 

24 greatest princes. Yea, they shall not be planted ; yea, they shall 
not be sewn : yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth : 

F^, and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the 

*^%rbirlwind shall take them away as stubble : a beautiful gradet- 

thn t they shall have no power ; or, if they possess a little, yet 

they shall have no lasting root ; or, if they should continue for a 

25 w^tf, yet he will blow upon them, and destroy them. To whom 
then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal ? saith the Holy 
One. 

26 Lift up your eyes on high« and behold who hath created these 
[thingsO that bringeth out their host by number : he calleth 
them all by names, /te is acquainted with them, and commands 
them, as a general does his army, by the greatness of his might, 
for that [he is] strong in power ; not one faileth ; not one of 
them siiall wear out, or need repaiirvng, or fail to answer his pur* 

27 poses. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, m thy^ 
captivity, saying, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judg- 
ment is passed over from my God ? my affairs. are perplexed, 

2B and sunk, so that God camiot help me. Hast thou not known 
better than any ot^e^ people ? hast thou not heard, [that] the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Cainteth not, neither is weary \ he doth not, by length tf time 
grow inactive^ or negligent ; though he delays, he neither wants 
qbility nor power ; [there is] no searching of his understanding ; 
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40 hojinding out the rea$(mt of hit disfltnsatioM, lie givctb power 
to the faint ; and to [them that have] no might he increaseth 
strength ; he f^iroes abundance ofurcngthy therrfore can give it to 

10 you in your affliction^ though you are brought ever 90 low. Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall ; tho9e of the best natural abiHtieSy and vtho are moH 

61 confident in themselves : But they that wait upon the Lord, in 
the ftkty of fdithy diligence^ and firayery shall renew [their] 
Strength ; they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they 
shall run, and not be weary ; [and] they shall walk, and Mt 
faint ; they shall grow stronger and stronger j surmount all dtffi* 
tulties^ and obtain the blessings which they desire. 

REFLECTIONS. 

h tr T is gdod to think of the difference between the glory and 
X power of man, and that of God. All the elory of man is sooa 
blasted, his power weak, his wisdom soon confolmded, his beauty 
Bauling, and his promises fail ; btit jEHovAk is the all wise and 
almighty God, faithful and true, and his word stands for ever. Let 
iis imprint these thoughts upon our minds, that we may not be fond 
of the fading glories of this world ourselves, nor envy or admire 
them in others ; but make God our portion, and his word our treas^* 
tire ; it will be a source of everlasting security and joy. 

2. With wh4t veneration ought we to think and speiJc of this 
great and glorious Being ! We have here some of the sublimest de<« 
acriplions of the Deity in the whole Bible. When we read or thmk 
of them, they should fill us with awful admii*ation of his supreme 
majesty ; should enga^ us to worship him with the utmost rever- 
ence, since we are nothmg, yea, less than nothing, in hi|i sight ; and 
to admire his condescension in giving his Son to be our saviour ; the 
t>urpo8es of whose appearance are so important, and whose teiider*' 
Hess is so ereat. 

3. It is frequently the case that those who can spare nothing for 
the service of God, can spare tnuch for the sertice of their lusts^ 
Those are remarkable words in v. 30. He who is so poor that be 
tannot afford a sacrifice for God's temple, can spare money to pur- 
chase an idd, of rich materials, and exquisite workmanship ; and 
the rich will spare no cost upon their gods. There are many idola' 
ters of this kind among us, who make their money, their pleasures^ 
and their bellies, their gods. They care not what pains they takcf 
Or what expense they are at, in the worship of these deities, but are 
never at a loss for objections against charitable donations, nor back'* 
irard to plead poverty, when any thing is wanted foi- the house or ' 
service of God. These will justly be condemned by the zeal and 
generosity of idolaters ; and the account of their expenses will 
make a detestable figure, when God comes to reckon with them at 
the great day. 

4. How firmly should we trust the promises of God, and how 
fheerfully should we wait upon him I In times of affliction we are 
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too apt tosaf, a» r. 27. My may is hid from the Lord^ and my 
judgment it flatted over from my God, We indulge many foolish 
fears, and often make ourselves uneasy, which would be prevented 
by considering who God is, and what he hath4>romised. We 
should learn to trust in him, and not in our own or in others' wis- 
dom and strength. Let young men remember, that without dii^ine 
help they will faint and be weary in their christian course ; there- 
fore wait upon God, and go forth in his strength: and let us all con- 
sider, that the more feithfully we employ what strength he gives us 
in his service, the more shall we find it increase. The righteout 
thaU hold on his way^ and they that are upright in heart shall vxuc 
stronger and stronger. 



CHAP. XLI. 

In thtt and some of the following chafiters^ God makes a solemn chaU 
ienge to the vforshififiers of idols, to show such wisdom, power, and 
goodness in their gods as he possessed, in order to convince the Is^ 
rae&tes ofthefoUy qf idolatry, and encourage their hope of deliver^ 
ancefrom their captivity from /dm alone. 

1 "ly'EEP silence before me, O islands ; and let the people 
JRl renew [their] strength, that is, muster up ail their argu* 
ments : let them come near ; then let them speak : let us come 

2 near together to judgment. Who raised up the righteous 
[man] from the cast, called him to his foot, gave the nations be- 
fore him, and made [him] rule over kings i* he gave [them] 
as the dust to his sword, [and] as driven stubble to his bow. 

3 He pursued them, [and] passed safely ; [even] by the way [that] 
he had not gone with his feet ; he shall pursue his enemies 

4 through strange, unknown countries. Who hath wrought and 
done [it,] calling the generations from the beginning ? I the 
Lord, the first, and with the last ; I [am] he who order the sev» 
eral successions offirinces, and the seasons of bringing about their 

5 designs. The isles saw [it,] and feared ; they were astonished 
at Cyrus's rising glory and victories ; the ends of the earth were 
afraid, drew near, and came ; they joined in alliance to check his. 

6 growing greatness. They helped every one his neighbour ; and 

7 [every one] said to his brother, Be of good courage. So the 
carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, [and] he that smootheth 

. [with] the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying. It [is] 

ready for the sodering : and he fastened it with nails, [that] it 

should not be moved ; they sought help of their gods, and made 

t new ones to firay to. But thou, Israel, [art] my servant, Jacob 

whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend ; be not 

• Thit i« generally anderstood of Abraham ; bat it <^mt rathrr to refer to Cyrui;, who \n 
•aid. in prophriic lingiuf^e. to be raised ui>, that \%» he should certainly be se. : he \s called 
tigbceous, lircause he was (o execute God's ri^hteouiorss in the destruction of £al> loo. 
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9 qfividofihem^for I vnll defend thee. [Thou] whom I have taken 

from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men 

thereof, and said unto thee, Th^ [art] my servant ; I have 

.chosen thee, and not cast thee away ; / vnll do it^ and not comC 

thee off, as thou hast reason to exfiectj for thy transgressions. 

10 Fear thou not ; for I [am] with thee : be not dismayed ; for 
" I [am] thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; 

yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my rtghteous- 

1 1 ness ; by my fiower and fait ffiUness, Behold, all they that were 
incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded : they 
shall be as nothing ; and they that strive with thee shall perish. 

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, [even] them 
that contended with t!iee : they that war against thee shall be 
as nothing, and as a thing of nought ; they shall be brought to 

13 utter destruction. For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not ; Twill help thee ; I will guide 

14 and strengthen thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, [and] ye 
men of Israel, though vfeaky desfdcabUy and tramfiled u/ion ; I 
will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, / who have 
delivered^ and am still faithJuL, even the Holy One of Israel. 

15 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument 
having teeth : thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat [them] 
small, and shalt make the hills as chaff; that isj the greater and 

16 lesser kingdoms that ofitiosi thee. Thou shalt fan them, and the 
wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter 
them : and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, [and] shalt glory in 

17 the Holy One of Israel. [When] the poor and needy seek 
water, and [there is] none, [and] their tongue faileth for thirst, 
I the Lord will hear them, [1] the God of Israel* will not for- 

1 1 sake them. I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in 
the midst of the vallies : I will make the wilderness a pool of 
water, and the dry land springs of water ; / vnll supply the cap" 
trues in their return from Babylon : an allusiofi to what was done 

19 for the Israelites in the wilderness. I will plant in the wildtmes* 
the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree ; I 
will set in the desert the fir tree, [and] the pme, and the box 
tree together ; / will make the face of nature beautiful ; there 
shall be trees both to shelter and refresh them ; intimating thai 

20 there should be a glorious alteration in their circumstances. That 
they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, 
that they may help one another to understand the divine dispensa* 
tionsj aitcf that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the 
Holy One of Israel hath created it ; that God alsne hath done it^ 

21 and no other. Produce your cause, saith the Lord ; bring forth 
/ you^ strong [reasons,] saith the King of Jacob ; challenging 

22 idolaters and their gods to declare and do what he had done. Let 
them bring [them] forth and show us what shall happen : let 
them show the former things, what they [be,] that we may 
consider them, and know the latter end of them ; or declare us 
things for to come ; let them foretell future events^ and inform u^ 

Vol. V. Dd 
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what ftrotthecieB they have delivered that have been aecomfi&shed4 
33 Show the things that are to com« hereafter^ that we may 
know that ye [are] goA : yea, do good, or do evil, that we 
may be dismayed, and behold [it] together, that we may be struck 
94 with aatonhhment at 9uch akiliy and be ied to worahift you. Be- 
hold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought : an abomina- 
tion [is he that] chooseth you ; that m, he that worahififieth you. 

35 I have raised up [one] from the north, and he shall come : 
from the rising of the sim shall he call upon my namei orfiro* 
claim my name :* and he shall come upon princes as [upon] 

36 mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay. Who hath declared 
from the beginning, a» / c/o, two hundred yeara before the events 
that Cyrua shall conquer aome nations and deliver othera^ that we 
may know ? and beforetime, that we may say, [He is] right- 
eous, in declaring truth andfulfil&ng his firomiaeay and thua hath 
aufi/iorted hia claim to divinity : yea, [there is] none that show- 
eth, yea, [there is] none that declareth, yea, [there is] none that 

37 heareth your words. The first [shall say] to Zion, Behold, be- 
' hold them ; lam thejirat who have aaid unto Ziony- Behold thy dc" 

liverera, in Cyrua and hia army : and I will give to Jerusalem one 

that bringeth good tidings, which none of their goda can give. 
28 For I beheld, ^d [there was] no man ; even among them, and 

[there was] no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could 
39 answer a word. Beheld, they [are] «11 vanity ; their works 

[are] nothing : their molten images [are] wind and confusion ; 

they are ignorant and im/iotent goda^ that can neither do any thing f 

nor foretell what ahall be done. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. ^^T^ ^c that the cause of God and religion will bear a fair 
V V trial, and need not fear it. This chapter is a challenge 
to idolaters to produce proofs of the divinity of the gods they wor- 
shipped, or disprove thatt>f Jshovak. The servants of God may 
give the same challenge to the enemies of revelation, either to show 
it to be &lse, or produce any other religion of equal evidence and 
usefulness ; and good men may challenge the workers of iniquity 
to produce their strongest reasons in favour of vice, assured that 
they will carry their own confutation with them. Let us never be 
* afraid to have our religious principles and practices fairly examined i 
for if they are true and rights they will gain honour by the trial. 
Let us be ready to give to every one that aaketh^ a reason ffihe hofie ' 
that is in usj with meekness and fear, 

3. Let us learn to stir up one another to oppose prevailing vices, 
and to engage the favour of God. We see how the nations joined 
to oppose the growing reputation and success of Cyrus, and encour- 
aged one another to make new gods to take their part ; and shall we 

• Cyrot hy his father wat fr«in Pereia, wbick lay eatt vf Babylon^ and Crom Media by 
his motber, wliidi Uy n«rtiu 
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not, mill equal zeal, oppose the kingdom of Satan, and the progress 
of his arts of mischief and destrucUon ? Shall we not encourage 
each other to act vigorously for the defence and honour of God and 
religion, and stir up one another to pray^ that God would support 
and advance his own cause ? Let us learn wisdom from these idola« 
ters ; appear on the Lord's side, and strengthen one another's hands 
in God. 

3. Amidst all the difficulties and troubles of life, let us take en* 
couragement from God's promises ; especially that in v. 10* Fear 
thou not J for lam vnth thee ; be not dismayed^ for lam thy God ; I 
vfill strengthen thee^ yeoj I will heifi thee. We assuredly know, that 
it has afforded support and comfort to many souls, in the most af- 
flicted circumstances, and even in dying moments. What beautiful 
and tender language is it I the language of an indulgent parent 
teaching a little child to go. Whoever forsakes us, God will be 
with us ; whatever difficulties surround us, he will strengthen us ; 
whatever enemies attack us, he will help us ; when faint, tremb]ing9. 
and ready to sink, he will uphold us with the right hand of hi& 
righteousness. Though we are weak as worms, and, like them, 
despised, yet our Redeemer^ the Holy One qf laraely will helfi tit. 
Let us wait on the Lord then^ be qfgood courage^ ond he shall strengthen 
our hearts, 

4. Let us learn the vanity of idols, and keep ourselves from idol- 
atry. See what ignorant, impotent thingsaU gods are, but Jrhovam. 
Let us reverence him who revealeth secrets, foretelleth things to 
come, does good and permits evil, and gWes us in his works, prov- 
idence, and word, a thousand proofo that he is the true God, and the 
everlasting King. Let us therefore^ dearly beUrved^Jleefrom idola* 
try ; worsliip the Lord our God with a veneration and affection 
suited to his greatness, power, and knowledge ; and make him our 
hope and our confidence ; for A^ if the rewarder (ffall them that dili- 
gently seek him. 



CHAP. XLU. 

This chafiter rtfers to the afifiearance of Christy the publication qfhis 
gospel^ and his judgment brought upon the Jews for their unbeUtf. 
The prophet makes a natural transition Jrom the deliverance of the 
Jews out of captivity^ to the greater deliverance by the Messiah^ by 
which all their idols should be destroyed ; and he here seems to drop 
the veily and bring the Messiah intofuU vieWy without type or alle^ 
gory. St. Matthew expressly tells us^ chap., xu. ISX-^l. that the 
beginning qfthis chapter^was fulfilled in Christ : they are the words 
of the Father speaking to Mm. 

1 "D EHOLD my servant, whom I uphold, protect, and make 
X# my peculiar care : mine elect, [in whom] my soul delight- 
eth i I have put my spirit upon him s he shall bring forth judg-^ 
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ment to the gentiles ; he ahall make known to (hem my mil and 

2 Utvf^ which hitherto had been afifiro/triated to the Jews, He shall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street, 
as vainglorioua and contentious fiersonM do ; he shall not come in a 
pom/tous tumultuous manner^ but instruct others and vindicate 

3 himself with meekness, A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
the. smoking flax shaH he not quench ; a proverbial expression 
for a gentle temper and conduct : more is implied than expressed ; 

he will bear withy encourage^ and help the weakest : he shall bring 
forth judgment unto truth ; he shall make truth and righteousness 

4 Tfictoriotts, He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 
judgment in the earth : and the isles shall wait for his law ; he and 
his apostles shall go on resolutely and cheerjully^till his religion shall 
be established^ and the gentiles shall receive it as heartily as if they 
had waited fir it. 

5 Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and 
stretched them out ; he that spread forth the earth, and that which 
Cometh out of it ; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, 
and spirit to them that walk therein, and who therefore can cer^ 

6 tainly fulfil all his promises : I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and 
give thee for a covenant of the people, that is^for the mediator qf 
my covenant to the people^ and for a Hght of the gentiles ; to eti^ 
lighten their mindsy sanctify their hearts^ and lead them to everlasf* 

7 ing life ; To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, [and] them that sit in darkness out of the 

8 prison house ; to deliver the captives <f sin and satan, I [am] 
the Lord : that [is] my name ; and my glory will I not give 
to another, neither my praise to graven images ; I will not suffer 

9 idolatry any longer toprevaily but abolish it by the gospel. Behold, 
the former things are come to pass, and new things do I de- 
clare ; the former prophecies areJulfiUedy and therefore these shall 
be so : before they spring forth I tell you of them, that they may 
be believed and expected. Then follows a poetical address to all 
the inhabitants of the world j the most rude and barbarous not 
excepted^ to rejoice^ and praise God for the gospel, 

to Sing unto the Lord a new song, [and] his praise from the 
end of the feartli, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is there- 

11 in ; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness 
and the cities thereof lift up [their voice,] the villages [that] 
Kedar doth inhabit : let the inhabitants of tlie rock sing, let 

12 them shout from the top of' the mountains. Let them give 
glory unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands. 

13 The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war ; he was silent while idolatry prevail* 
ed in the worldy and winked at those times of ignorance ; but now 
he shall cry, yea, roar like m Hon^ or as soldiers do when beginning 

14 a battle ; and he shall entirely prevail against his enemies. I 
have long time holden my peace ; I have been still, [and] re- 
fndned myself ; [now] will I cry like a travailing woman ; I 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAIAH. XLII. 221 

Will destroy and devour at oncey Hke wild beasts^ which come roar* 

15 ing ufion their prey and swallow it vft at once, I liU make waste 
SAouDtains and hills, and dry up all their herbs ; and I will' 

16 make the rivers islands, and 1 will dry up the pools.* And I 
will bring the blind by a way [that] they knew not ; I will lead 
them in paths [that] they have not known : I will make dark- 

^ ness light before them, flbd crooked things straight ; / will re- 
move the ignorance^ errors and prejudices t^men. These thing^s 

17 will I do unto them, and not forsake them. They shall be turn- 
ed back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven im- 
ages, that say to the molten 4mages, Ye [are] our gods ; idol^ 
aters shall be diaapfioinled and ashamed ufion the spread of the 
gosfiel. 

IS Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see ; an ad- 
dress to the gentiles to receive the gosfiel^ and not reject tf^e means 

19 of knowledge. Who [is] blind, but my servant ? or deaf, as my 
messenger [that] I sent ? who [is] blind as [he that is] perfect, 
and blind as the Lord's servant ? There is no fieefile on earth so 
blind and obstinate as the Jews ; those to whom I harue sent my 

20 message : or it may r^er to their firiests. Seeing many things, 
but thou observest not ; art not effected with them ; opening the 
ears, but he heareth not ; God^s law and wonders he pretended 

2 1 to heary but did not. The Lord is well pleased for his righteous- 
ness* sake ; or rather^ The Lord took delight in this people for his 
righteousness* sake ; he will magnify the law, and make [it] 

22 honourable.t But this [is] a people robbed and spoiled ; [they 
are] all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison 
houses : they are for a prey, and none delivercth ; for a spoil, 
and none saith. Restore ; though they had been punished /or their 

23 former sinsy yet they continue perverse. Who among you cap* 
lives will give ear to this ? [who] will hearken, and hear for the 
time to come, so as to take notice of and remember ity before fur-- 

24 ther calamities come ? Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to 
the robbers, to the Assyrians^ Chaldeans^ and Romans? did not the 
Lord, he against whom we have sinned ? for they would not 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law ; lei 
none then fatter themselves with hope of impunity if they reject the 

25 Messiali. Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his 
anger, and the strength of battle : and it hath set him on fire 
round about, yet he knew not ; and it burned him, yet he laid 
[it] not to heart ; a threatening qf worse judgments to the Jews in 
Christ*s time, who should continue unreformed and incorrigible. 

\ A« spiritiial b1«tslnM are dncrlbfd br the opposite imasrrs, this intimatet bU ««»t 
vrath awl the rengi^nce that khall be broogfat upon the enemies of his gospelr 

*■ This may be renderefl. He MVt them exetilgnt lavf^ and thereby made them henntt' 
Mile : or, Ccd -witi maimfy his rizhtuusHtts and law, by exeaUing the tttreateningi ^ it. 
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^ REFLECTIONS. 

I. ^ I ^HE coming of Christ* and the publication of the gospel, 
X should be matter of uni?ersal jojr and pndae. Let us trace 
the view here given us of him as the delight of God's soul ; his 
servant, whom he will protect and own ; who was furnished with 
the Spirit without measure ; as coming on the kindest design, to 
resale the gentiles from ignorance, idolatry, and other vices ; es- 
tablishing a kingdom of truth, righteousness, and peace ; and ad- 
ministering it in the most meek, gentle, and gracious manner. 
How justly are the nations called upon to sing unto the Lord and 
celebrate his praises ! Let us bless God that this gospel is sent to 
us gentiles ; and declare his praise in this highly favoured land. 

2. There is often the greatest ignorance and stupidity found 
among God's professing people, though they enjoy the best means 
of knowledge, and even boast of them. How many among chris* 
tians may be said, like the unbelieving Jews, to be bUnd and dtafi 
ignorant of the scriptures, and the way of salvation which they 
teach ; yea, this is the case of some, who set up for teachers of 
others, and pretend to be perfect in knowledge. Many professing 
christians will take no pains to search and study the scriptures ; will 
not retire and reflect upon what they have heard in public ; they 
will not hear /or the time to come. Hearing may be some present 
amusement to them, but they will not hear so as to reform their er- 
rors, regulate their conduct, and prepare for eternity. The greater 
is their sin and shame, and the heavier will be their condemnation, 
for neglecting to improve such signal advantages. 

3. Sin is the cause of national calamities, and this ought seri- 
ously to be laid to hearty v. 25. When this is the case with our 
own land, is it possible there should be any so stupid as not to know 
this, or, knowing it, not to consider that the Lord doea it^ and that he 
does it because men are disobedient to his law ? It is sad indeed 
when men suffer by public calamities, and yet will not lay it to 
heart ; will not humble themselves before God, and comply with 
the designs of his providence. Let us guard against this insensi^ 
bility of spirit, lest we provoke God t# bring upon us greater evils, 
and pour upon us the strength of battle ; for who can ttand in hin 
sight when once he is angry ? 



CHAP. XLIII. 

7%/« chafiter contain* con^/brtable firomiae* that God would notjbrsake- 
Israel as m body ; and he renews his exfiostulation with them for 
their ingratitude and neglect (if his service, 

1 "D UT now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, 
XJ and he that formed thee, O Israel, who made thee his own 
nation^ and in the constitution tfthy government showed thee par- 
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Hcularfavour^ Fear not : for I have redeemed tliee, I have call* 
2 ed [thee] by thy name ; thou [art] mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I [will be] with thee ; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when theu walkest through 
the fire, thou ahalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame kin ^ 
die upon thee ; / will bring thee tqfe through the greatest dan-^ 
S gera and diffieultiea. Tot I [am] the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy saviour t I gave Egypt [for] thy ransom, / 
cho$e rather that Egypt ahwld be destroyed than theey Ethiopia 
and Seba for thee ; turning Sennacherib*a army against theniy 

4 rather than let him ruin Judah, Since thou wast precious in m/ 
sight, whilst thou didst behave wellj thou hast been honourable^ 
and I have loved thee : therefore I will give men for thee, and 

5 people, other nations^ esfiecially the Chaldeans^ for thy life* Fear 
not : For I [am] with thee : I will bring thy seed from the east^ 

6 and gather thee from the west \ I will say to the north, Give 
up ; and to the south. Keep not back : bring my sons from fart 
and my daughters from the ends of the earth ; those who are 

7 dispersed in Babylon and other countries ; [Even] evety one 
[that is] called by my name : for I have created him for my 
glory, to manifest my glorious attributes^ I have formed him } yea> 

t I have made him. Bring forth the blind people that have eyes^ 
and the deaf that have lears, that isj let the worshippers qf idols 

9 plead their cause. Let all the nations be gathered together, and 
let the people be assembled t who among them can declare 
this, and show us former things ? let them bring forth their 
witnesses, that they may be justified : or let them hear, and 

10 say, [It is] truths that lam the only God. Ye [are] my wit- 
nesses, saith the Loftn, and my servant whom I have chosen ; 
that is^ Christ with his ttfiostles^ and all the holy prophets : that ye 
may know and believe me, and understand that I [am] he : 
before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after 

1 1 me. I, [even] I, [am] the Lord ; and beside me [there is] no 
13 saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have showed, 

when [there was] no strange [god] among you ; / have proved 
my omniscience by declarirp -mgs to come^ and my omnipotence by 
saving you ; and hacve ** all this before there was any idolatry in 
Israel^ so that no strange god can have done it for you : therefore 

1.3 ye [are] my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I [am] God. Yea, 
before the day [was,] btfore all time^ I [am] he ; and [there is] 
none that can deliver out of my hand : I will work, and who 
shall let it ? 

H Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel ; 
For your sake I have sent, that isy I will sendy to Babylon, and 
have brought, that isj will brings down all their nobles, and the 
Chaldeans, whose cry [is] in the ships ; who glory in the number 
of their shipSy and their great traffic ; ory whose cry will be to their 

15 ships to carry them away when the city shall be taken. I [am] 
the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. 

16 Thus saith the LorD) which maketh a way in the sea, and a 
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17 path in the mighty waters ; Which bringeth forth the chariot 
and horse» the army and the power ; they shall lie down to- 
gether, they shall not rise : they are extinct, they are quenched 
as tow ; referring to their deliverance f rain EgyfU ; your enemies 

18 9haU be quite de9troyedy and have no flower remaining* Remember 
ye not Uie former things, neither consider the things of old ; 
the deHverance lam about to grant it 9ogreat^ that it shall eclifise 

19 the former and obscure the memory qfthem. Behold, I will do a 
new thing ; now it shall spring forth suddenly ; shall ye not 
know it ? I will even make a way in the wilderness, [and] rivers 

20 in the desert. The beast of the field shall honour me, the dra- 
gons and the owls : because I give waters in the wilderness^ 
[and] rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my cho- 
sen ; they shall have direction and defence where they least exfiect* 

21 ed it^ as Israel had in going through the wilderness. This 
people I have formed for myself ; they shall, or they should^ show 

22 forth my praise. But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ; 

23 but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast not brought 
me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings ; neither hast thou 
honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to 
serve with an offering, nor weaned thee with incense : I 

24 have required nothing hard or unreasonable. Thou hast bought 
me no sweet cane^ or incense^ with money, neither hast thou 
filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices ; the fat q/ which was <ff 

fered to the Lord ; that m, thou hast neglected sac^i/icesy or brought 
only lean ones : but thou hast made me to serve with thy sinst 
to undergo a sort qf bondage j and brought a refiroach ufion me and 
my service^ thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities. Yetj in- 

25 stead of utterly destroying thee^ I, [even] I, [am] he thatblotteth 
out thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and will not remem- 
ber thy sins ; but observe^ it is for pdne own sake that I will do 

26 this. Put me in remembrance : let us plead together : declare^ 
thou that thou mayest be justified ; if I have forgotten any q/thy 

27 gooddeedsy remind me qf them^ I will do thee foil justice. Thy first 
fatheri thy ancestors^ hath sinned, and thy teachers have trans- 

,^8 gressed against me. Therefore I have profaned the princes of 
the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to re- 
proaches ; / have suffered the Chaldeans to firofanej pollute^ and 
destroy the firiests and Levitesj to overthrow your constitution in 
church and state^ and make hrael a reproach and a proverb among 
the nations, 

REFLECTIONS. 

•1. /^OD's presence with his people is a reason against anx- 
VJT ious fears. He often calls upon Israel not to fear ; and 
promises to be with them. He may se&>good to lead us, as he did 
Israel, through the water and fire, that is, great and heavy afflic- 
tions, that are ready to overwhelm us, and in which there is no hope 
of deliverance ; but he will be with us. Let us exercise fuith in 
his promises, follow his leadings, and trust in him to deliver. 
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t. Our relation to God demands a suitable behaviour from us. 
'He^hath creattd us as men ; formed us as Britons, into an excel- 
■fent constitution ; redeemed us as christians, and shown his love by 
^ving his Son for our ran^m. And why has he done all this for 
us, but that we might show forth hia firai^e ? Let us then do it with 
our lips and by our lives ; adore his glorious perfections ; proclaim 
them to others ; and live as the formed and redeemed of the Lord. 
Let us often recollect our relation and obligations to him, that we 
may live answerable to them, and i^hov) forth the firaiaea of him who 
hath called us out ofdarkneaa into hia rahrvelloua light, 

3. God's service is so reasonable and so easy, that we shall be 
shamefully criminal and inexcusable if we neglect it. He appeals 
to Israel concerning this. The incense and sacrifices he required, 
were no more than they could very well afford, considering their 
plenty and prosperity. Our religious rites are fewer and easier to 
be observed ; therefore our conduct will be more reproachful if we 
neglect them. He doc» not make slaves of us by them, nor weary 
us with them ; he is so good a master, his work \% so reasonable, 
so easy, and so honourable, that if we neglect it and grow weary of 
it, we shall be most ungrateful to him, and destroy our own souls. 
Let us therefore not be alothful in buaineaa^ but firvent in a/iirit 
serving the Lord. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

Thia chafiteTy beside firomising redemfition^ the effusion of the Sfiirily 
and the success of the gosfiely sets forth in a very sublime manner 
the sufireme fiower and foreknowledge of the one true God ; ex~ 
poses the folly and absurdity of idolatry with admirable force and eU 
egahce ; and concludes noith mentioning the future deliverer of the 
Jews expressly^ by his name Cyrusy near two hundred years before 
he was bom. See Ezra i. 2. 

1 "^^ E T now hear, O Jacob, my servant, and Israel, whom I 

2 X have chosen : Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and 
^ formed thee from the womb, [which] will help thee ; Fear not, 

O Jacob, my servant ; and thou, Jesurun, that is^ Israel^ (^^S^lfy^ 
ing an upright and holy peofdcj see jDew/. xxxii. 15.) whom I 

3 have chosen. For I will pour water upon him that is^ thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed to cure them of their idolatry^ and my blessing upon thiniy 

4 offspring ; all spiritual blessings under the gosfiel : And they 
shall spring up [as] among the grass, as willows by the water 
courses ; as plants and */ierbs do in green and fruiful mradows, 

5 One shall say, I [am] the Lord's ; and another shall call [him- 
self] by the name of Jacob ; aiid another shall subscribe [with] 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname [himself] by the name of 
Israel ; they shall desire to be joined to Qgd's people. While Qth" 

Vol. V. E e 
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ers wear the mark of the beast on their right hands^ (Rev, jtiiL 
16.) they shall mark their hands with the name q/f Jehorvah g ^ 
allusion to a custom among soldiers^ who sometimes received a ma^ 

6 ufion the hand, to signify to what commander they belonged. Thua 
saitti the Lord the king of Israel, aod his redeemer the Lo&d 
of hosts ; I [am] the first, and I [am] the last ; and beside me 

7 [there is] no God. And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare 
it, and set it iu order for me, since I appointed the ancieiit peo' 
pie ? that isylsrael ; no other nation can trace their history so high : 
and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them show 
unto them ; heathen idols cannot do this, therefore I am to be fear* 

Z edj trusted^ and warshifified, and not they. Fear ye not, neither 
be afraid : have not I told thee from that time, when ye became 
my fieo/Uej and have declared [it,] or foretold what should befal 
yon ? ye [are] even my vitnesses. Is there a God beside me ? 
yea, [there is] no God ; I know not [any.] 

9 They that make a graven image [are] all of them vanity ; ^d 
their delectable things shall not profit ; and they [are] their owb 
witnesses against themselves ; yet tlKiy see not, nor know ; so that 
they may be ashamedta^ th^ have just cause to be cf their folLy m 
10 worshipping such senself9s things. Who hath formed a god, or 
molten a graven image [that] ts profitable for nothing ? who 
can be so foolish and brutish as to account that to be a god, which 
■ 1 1 himself has made, and is good for nothiTig ? Behold, all his fellows 
shall be ashamed : and the workmen, they [are] of men : let 
them all be gathered together, let them stand up ; [yet,] when 
combined in the greatest multitude^ they shall fear, [and] they 

1 2 shall be ashamed together. The smith with the tongs both work- 
cth iu the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh 

. ' it with tilt: strength of his arms : yea, he is hungry, and his 
strength faileth : he drioketh no water, and is faint ; the god he 
is making cannot prevent his being tired with his work, or. give 

13 him meat or drink. The carpenter stretcheth out [his] rule ; 
he marketh it out with a line ; he fitteth it with planes, and he 
marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure 
of a man, according to the beauty of a man, for he knows no no" 

1 4 blcr creature ; that it may remain in the house. He hewcth 
him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and tlie oak, which he 
strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest ; useth 
some art to make it straight and beautiful : he planteth an ash, 
which is ofqidcker growth^ and the rain doth nourish [it ;] think" 
ing it will make the better god because it is of his own planting. 

\ 5 Then shall it be for a man to bum : for he will take thereof, 
and warm himself ; yea, he kindleth [it,] and baketh bread ; 
yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth [it ;] he maketh it a 

16 graven image, and faileth down thereto. He burnt th part there- 
of in the fire, with part thereof he eateth flesh ; he roasteth 
roast, and is satisfied : yea, he warmeth [himself,] and saith, 
Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire ; he puts the other part9 
to th€ uses which Providence intended^ and enjoys the comfort qf 
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17 them. And the residue thereof he maketh a god, [even] his 
graven image : he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth [it,] 
and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me ; for thou [art] my 

18 god. They have not known nor understood : for he hath shut 
their eyes, that they cannot see ; [and] their hearts, that they 
cannot understand ; t^ey will not uae thtir tmckrttandiiig^ and 

1 9 ther^re God gtvet thein ufi to their delusions. And none con- 
sidereth in his heart, neither [is there] knowledge nor under- 
standing to say, I have burnt part of it in the fire ; yea, also I have 
baked bread upon the coals thereof ; I have roasted flesh, and 
eaten [it :] and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination ? 
shall I fall down to the stock of a tree ? so destitute are they of 

30 common sense. He feedeth on ashes ; on that which hath no nour* 
ishmenty and wfdch disapfmnts him : a deceived heart hath turned 
him aside? prevents him from reasoning and reflecting ^ that he 
cannot deliver his souU nor say, [Is there] not a lie in my right 
hand ? he not only cannot deliver his soul from this wtcked-' 
nessj biU he cannot see that he is cheating himself and playing the 
fool, 

3 1 Remember these^ O Jacob and Israel, when yon come to live 
among idolaters ; for thou [art] my servant : I have formed' 
thee ; thou [art] my servant : O Israel, thou shalt not be for- 

92 gotten of me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans- 
gressions, and as a cloud, thy sins ; that-is, as a cloud is dispersed 
before the sun and the wind : return unto me } for I have re- 

23 deemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done 
[it :] shout, ye lower parts of the earth : break forth into sing- 
ingi ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein : for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel ; let 
all nature be joyful for the restoration of Israel, and the spread ef 
that gospel which is designed to turn men from tftese vanities, 

24 Thus saith the Load, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee 
from the womb, I [am] the Lord that maketh all [things ;] that 
stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth by myself, therefore can save thee without any other god : 

25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh divmers 
mad ; the magicians and astrologers of Babylon^ who foretell the 
lasting felicity of that city and empire ; that turneth wise [men] 

26 backward, and nmketh their knowledge foolish ; That confirm- 
eth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his 
messengers ; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited ; 
and to the cities of Judah^ Ye shall be built, and I will raise up 

27 the decayed places thereof : That ^aith to the deep. Be dr}-, 
when he delivered Israel out of Egypt, and I will dry up thy 
rivers ; alluding to the expedient used by Cyrus in taking Babylon, 

28 viz, diverting the river Euphrates from its channel :^ That saith 
of Cyrus, near two hundred years before his birth, [He is] my 
shepherd, he shall gather my people together, and It ad them as a 
shepherd doth his flock^ and shall perform all my pleasure ; 
though he may have different schemcsyyet he shall fulfil my designs^ 
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even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be buill ; and to the tem- 
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T T is a very pleasing thing to see young people giving them- 
X. selves up to the Lord, and joining themselves to his church. 
What ?:racious promises are those in the third, fourth, and fifth 
verses I It bodes well to the happiness of the rising generation, and 
the support of religion, when young persons take the vows of God 
upon them ; yield themselves to him, to be entirely and for ever 
his ; and unite themselves to christian churches to walk with them 
in all the ordinances of the Lord. It is a good security for their futuro 
TCgular behaviour, their usefulness and comfort. Let young per- 
sons then be engaged to give themselves to theLordandtohischurch ; 
and let all, especially parents, earnestly pray for the commu- 
nications of the spirit, which are necessary to excite them to self 
dedication, and to promote their fniitfulness in every good 
work. 

2. How prone are men to deceive themselves concerning the 
plainest truths and the most important concerns I Did not scripture 
and common history confirm the truth of it, one would scarcely be- 
lieve, that men could be so stupid and brutish as to worship idols z 
not that they supposed them to be gods, but they thought they were 
just resemblances of God, though they had no qualities to answer that 
character ; or believed they had some divine power lodged in them ; 
which seems to have been the notion of the vulgar ; so wretchedly- 
stupid were men grovm. And there are two many idolaters yet 
remaining among us ; who worship silver and gold, (for covetous* 
fie8$ u idolatry^ or \9ho make a god of their belly. They please 
themselves with the expectation of happiness in these things ; but 

' there is a lie in their right hand, and they find nothing solid to support 
their souls upon. And thus many are also deceived in those things 
in which they trust for salvation. We should therefore often put 
this question to ourselves, * Am not I deceived I is this net a lie in 
my right hand ?' and should beg of God to search and try us, and 
9ee if there be any evil way in ua. 

3. The promises and hopes of pardon demand our warmest 
gratitude and joy. What a blessing is it to have our sins forgiven 
and blotted out I that cloud which separates between God and man, 
and intercepts the light of his countenance, dispersed 1 AH nature is 
called upon to rejoice in the gospel promises of forgiveness ; they 
are the best tidings to guilty creatures : and if we have any reason 
to believe our sins and iniquities are forgiven, our souls should for 
ever adore the grace of God, who is ready to forgive, and of Jesus 
Christ, through whose blood we receive the remission. 

• It would encouraffc the Im-ftelites in Babylon when they bfjird of CyniB*«nanie, » ihev 
didlon^ before his conquest of that empire. This remarkable prophecy ha» justiT engwRed 
the admiration of heathens, »8 well as cnristiansi and gives at once a strong 9nd ftublimc tdcA 
oi Cod's omnipotence and foreknowledge. 
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4. We learn from the whole chapter^ vhat high and venerable 
thoughts we should entertain of the great God. We should think 
seriously and reverently of him, as the eternal Jehovah ; the first 
and the last ; as an omniscient Beings to whom future contingencies 
are known. He by his prophet foretold that Jerusalem and the 
temple should be destroyed ; and named Cyrus, as the man that 
should deliver his people, and rebuild his temple. We should also 
adore him as an almighty Being, who maketh what use of princes 
he'pleaseth, and can remove every hindrance to the execution of his 
purposes. Idols cannot do this, but our God can ; let us therefore 
ev«r fear, reverence, and trust him ; for whatever devices there arc 
in the heart of man, hia counsel shall stand j and the most powerful 
princes shall only execute his pleasure. 



CHAP. XLV. 

Jn this chqfiter we have Cyruses commission against Babylon^ and to 
restore the Jews ; an account of his success^ with suitable admont' 
tions to the Israelites. 

1 'THHUS saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
X right hand I have holden, to subdye nations before him ; 
or whom I hold fast by the right handj that I may subdue nations 
before him ; and I will loose the loins of kings, weaken their 
flower^ to open before him the two leaved gates ; and the gates 
shall not be shut ; that isy the gates of Babylon within the city ^ 
leading from the streets to the rtvery which were providentially left 

3 often when he surprised the city ; I will go before thee, and make 
the crooked places straight ; remove all difficulties and obstruct 
tions : 1 will break in pieces the gates of brass,* and cut in sun- . 

3 der the bars of iron : And I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, the secret wealth of 
princes and people ^\ that thou mayest know that I the Lord, 

4 which call [thee] by thy name, [am] the God of Israel.:^ For 
Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even 
called thee by thy name Cyrus : I have surnamed thee, my 

5 shepherd and anointed^ though thou hast not known me. I [am] 
the Lord, and [there is] none else, [there is] no God beside 
me : I girded thee with authority and power yi\\OM%\\ thou hast 

6 not known me : That they may know from the rising of the 
sun, and from the west, that [there is] none beside me. I [am J 
the Lord, and [there is] none else ; intimating that the deliver^ 

* Babylon had an handred brazen gates. 

t Cyrut had labdued rich Cretoa and other nations before be took Bnbykm ; and that w»« 
a most wealthy place ; the tre;ixuret which he found there and in Sardis, aotocnted to one 
hundred and twenty six millions two haitdred juid twenty four thousand pounds sterling. 

t Tosepbus says that this prophec} was showed to Cyrus, and that he was imirh affretei 
with tc ; he therefore honestly acknowledges, Exra i. 2. The Lord God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth. 
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ante of the Jew^ by Cyru» wotild firomote the knowledge of God 
7 through many nations, I {brin the light, and create darkness : 
I make peace, and create evil : I the Lord do all these [things j] 
Z lam the sufireme gtrvemor of the natural and moral world.* Drop 
down, ye heavens, from above, and let- the skies pour down 
righteousness : let tlie earth open, and let them bring forth sal- 
Yatiottt and let righteousness spring up together ; I the Lord 
have created it : being determined to bring about t/ieir Batvation^ 
all nature shall seem to unite in promoting it. Iwilijirst shower 
down righteousness, and then firoduce salvation ,• Israel shall first 
9 be reformed^ and then delivered. Wo unto him that striveth 
with his Maker \ too to the Babylonians that shall opfiress Israel^ 
and strive against God ; or to the Israelites that shall distrttst his 
ftoiiwrjandwiil not believe his/iroTnises. [Let] the potsherd [strive] 
with the potsherds of die earth. Shall the clay say to him that 
f^ishioneth it, What makest thou ? or thy work, He hath no 

10 hands ? he hath no ability or akiU, or acts as if he had none, Wa 
uiito him that saith unto [his] father. What begettest thou ? or 
to the woman. What hast thou brought forth ? much more to th^ 

11 great Parent of the universe. Thus saith the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come con-r 
cerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands com- 
mand ye me ; you may humbly inquire concerning these things ; 
(r rather (as the SevtntyJ Will you question me, or give me a 

12 lujif ? I have made the earth, and created man upon it : I, 
[even] my hamls have stretched out the heavens, and all their 
host have I commanded, and therefore I am able to fulfil my 

13 /iromises. I have ndsed him up in righteousness, and I will di- 
rect all his ways : he shall build my city, and he shall let go 
my captives, not ^ov price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts, 

14 Thus saith the Lord, The labour, or wealth, of Egypt, and 
merchandize of Ethiopia, and of the Sabeans, men of stature, 
shall cofhe over unto thee, and they shall be thine : they shall 
rome after thee ; in chains they shall come over, and they shall 
fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, 
like submissive cafitives, [saying,] Surely God [is] in thee ; 

15 and [there is] none else ; [there is] no other God.f Verily 
thou [art] a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Sa- 
Tiour ; though thy providence in afflicting and delivering is often 
(lark and mysterious, yet. thou art the God of Israel and the Sa- 
le Ttour. They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of 

them : they shall go to confusion together [that are] makers 

of idols, though they unite their attempts to supfiort the credit 

17 (f thtir deities. [But] Israel shall be saved in the Lord with 

• 'rhs U JesigiiM to expose the notioni of the ancient Penilant, who held that there 
•wf-rr two inrlrfcndcnr principles or bring;*, the one good, »nd the other evil, by which aU 
^inF:^ were made, and who Orere represented by light and darkness. 

t Cyrns, having conquered Egypt and part of Arabia, assisted the Israelites to rebuild 
anil ^K-^uiIfv the tt mple oat of the spoils of rhose nations ; and many betame pro^elvtes, and 
w if^ hrotiR^r to acknowledge the only true Cod, when they saw that he appeared so wonder* 
folly Tut tl*e JwWi. 
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&n everlasting salvation : ye shaH not be asbam^ nor con^ 
1* founded world without end, Co the agea c^f eternity, Vor thu» 
saith the Lord that created the heavens ; God himfte}f thait 
ibrroed the earth and made it ; he hath established it, he crea- 
ted it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited ; much icM thtm 
vritl he Buffer Judea^ hU own inheritance to lie desolate : I [ana] 

19 the L«RD ; and [there is] none else. I have not spoken in se- 
cret, in a dark place of the earth ; another pn^ofthat lam Lord 
clone^ I/tave revealed my vfill plainly by the law and the prophtu ; 
fi©/ like the heathen mytteriesy that were carefully concealed /ram 
the vulgar ; nor like the oracles that were uttered with a hollow^ 
muttering voice from holes and caves : I said not unto the seed oif 
Jacob, Seek ye me in vain ; / answered the frrayers of my peo^ 
ple^ which idols could not do : I the Lord speak nghteousoess, I 
declare things that arc right ; my laws are just ^ my answers di^ 
recti and my promises arefaithful^ but tMrs are not. 

20 Assemble yourselves and come, ye recoirred Jews ; draw near 
together, ye [that are} escaped of the nations : they have no 
knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and prar 

3 1 unto a god [that] cannot save. Tell ye, and bring [them] near ; 
yea, let them take counsel together : who hath declared this 
from ancient time ? [who] hath told it from that time ? [have] 
not I the Lord ? and [there is] no God else beside me ; a 
just God and a Saviour ; [there is] none beside me ; let tftem 
constdt together to produce an instance of foretelling such future 

23 events^ and maintain the cause of their idols* Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; ye Jews, whemrer difn 
persedy and ye gentiles^ when ye shall hear my gospel: for I [am] 

2^ God, and [there is] none ebe. I have sworn by myself, the 
word 16 gone out of my moutli [in] righteousness, and shall noi 
return. That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, that is^ profess allegiance : many nations shall become my 
worsMppers and servantsy and at length all tht worlds and at tittf 
day of the last judgment every creature shall be suljrct ti mti 

24 Rom, xiv. 1 1« Surely, shall [one] and another^ that isy all those 
that shall be converted from idolatry y whether Jews or Grneilcif^ 
say. In the Lord have I righteousness and strength : [even] lo 
him shall [men,] that isy Zaraely the church and people of God^ 
come, and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamer*. 

25 In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel, all converted Jews and 
beUeving Gentilesy be justified, and shall glory, //w/ is, bj pardoii- 
edy and boost (f their relation to him, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T T T E see the design of God in his various dispensations to 
V V the church and world ; in his dealings with Israel and 
other nations. He can set up kingdoms, and pull them down ; raise 
up Cyrus, from a low beginning, lo conquer great and mighty na- 
tions, and to deliver Israel. The design was, to brin^j Cyrus lo know 
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him, and the nations round about to acknowledge his supreiHacf 
and to worship him ; as well as to cure the Jews of their idolatry t 
and were we as well acquainted with the history of other nations, as 
with that of Israel, we should see the same design carried on in the 
revolutions of states and kingdoms, and the great events of the 
world. 

/ 2. We see the danger of impatience and murmuring under th^ 
rebukes of Providence, and during the delay of mercies. What aw- 
ful woes are denounced against those who strive with God t who 
impeach the wisdom and equity of his providence, and fret against 
him ! And this is certainly very absurd and impious ; for he is a 
Being of almighty power, whose counsel shall stand, and who wilt 
do ail fu9 fiUftntre, It is as absurd, as for the clay to quarrel 
with the potter ; and as indecent and wicked, as for a child to find 
fiatult with his parents, because he was not begotton an angel, or of 
such a particular complexion or stature. Let us guard against this 
disposition, especially in seasons of afHictiop \ remembering, that 
God is infinitely above us ; that he makes light and darkness, good 
and evil, and has set one over against the other. Though he may 
sometimes seem to hide himself, yet he U the God of Urael^ and the 
Saviour. Let his Israel therefore hppe in the Lord, from this time 
forth and for ever. 
' ' 3. The hint that is given in v. 18, should raise our ideas of the 
grandeur of God's works, and of the number of his rational creatures. 
He created not the earth in vain ; hejbrmed it to be inhabited ; in- 
timating, that if it were not inhabited it would have been created 
in vain. And from hence we may fiiirly argue, that the other plan- 
ets are inhabited by rational creatures as well as ours ; though we 
know nothing of their particular rank and nature. This appears 
to be a just, noble, and delightful thought ; and gives us a high idea 
of the greatness, magnificence, and goodness of God. It may be 
part of the delightful employment of good men, when they leave 
this earthi to travel from world to world, to learn more of God's 
works and creatures, that they may for ever love and adore him. \ 

4. Let us rejoice that in the Lord we have righteoutneaa tmd 
strength^ and look to him for them. In and through the Lord 
Christ we christians have them ; we Britons, from the ends of the 
earth are invited to look unto Christ, and be saved ; to look with 
An eye of faith and love, and humble confidence. In him we have 
righteousness for the pardon of our sins, and the acceptance of our 
services ; strength to overcome temptations and to bear afflictions. 
In him we may be justified ; acquitted from guilt and condemna- 
tion j; and in him we ought to glory ; to triumph in our relation to 
him* and our interest in him. To him therefore let our knees bow, 
and our souls submit ; and let the life we live in the Jlesh be by the 
fmth (/tlie Son of God who loved us and gave himself for us. 
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CHAP. XLVI, XLVII. 

LcBt the laracUtcB should be led to vfonhi/i the idols of Babylon^ or feat 
their povfer^ God here shows their vanity ^ and foretells that they 
should be carried captives, 

1 "D E L boweth down, Nebo stoopeth) the favourite gods of 
iJ Babylon,* their idols were upon the beasts, and upon 

the cattle : your carriages [were] heavy loaden ; [they are] 

2 a burden to the weary [beast.] They stoop, they bow down to- 
gether ; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are 
gone into captivity ; these gods shall be led away^ andj so far 

J¥om delivering their worshifi/iers, shall be a grievous weight to the 

3 weary beasts that carry them. Hearken unto me, O house of Ja- 
cob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are botne 

4 [by me] from the belly, which are carried from the womb : And 
[even] to [your] old age I [am] he ; and [even] to hoar hairs 
will I carry [you :] 1 have made, and I will bear ^ even I will 
carry, and will deliver [you ;] I formed you into a state^ brought 
you out (fEgyptj and protected you ; and I will take the same care 

5 of you still. To whom will ye liken me, and make [Hie] equals 

6 and compare me, that we may be like ? They lavish gold out of 
the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, [and] hire a goldsmith ; 
and he maketh it a god : they fall down, yea, they worship. 

7 They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him 
in his place, and he standeth ; from his place shall he not re- 
move : yea, [one] shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer 

8 nor save him out of his trouble.! Remember this, and show 
yourselves men : bring [it] again to mind, O ye transgressors, 

9 who have been guilty of idolatry. Remember tiie former things 
of old, what I have done for your nation formerly : for I [am] 
God, and [there is] none else ; [I am] God, and [there is] 

10 none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, ybrrW/rw^ 
the most casual events^ and from ancient times [the things] that 
are not [yet] done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure ; some have been accomplished, and others shall be 

1 1 *o, particularly your deliverance by Cyrus : Calling a ravenous 
bird, OTy as it should be translated, an eagie^ from the east, the 
man that executeth my counsel from a far country, that is, Cy» 
rus ; who had an eagle for his ensign ;\ yea, I have spoken [it] 
I will akoj^ring it to pass ; I have purposed [it,] I will also do 

12 it. Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that [are] far from 
righteousness, or deliverance ; namely^ the stubborn Jews, who' 

13 thought that God tvould not deliver them : I bring near my right- 

• Be! signifies lord, and Nebr> prophet ; thay we»-e deified men. and the uaroes of th^ir 
princes were formed oot of tbeoi, a» Belihiizzyir.andNfbochailnezZir, Sec. 

t God ouen reminds tbeai of thr Insbiilcy of idoISj because they were in irre<i( danger of 
idolatry. 

t Cyrop. vU. tab. iiiit. 

Vol. V. F f 
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eousness ; it shall not be far ofiT, and my salvation shall not tar-^ 
ry : and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory , or^ 
as it may be better rendered^ I vfill give salvation to 5iow, and 
my glory to Israel; I mll/irovt the truth of my firomaea^ and 
Sion^ shall still be saved, 

1 Chap. XLVII. Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin 
daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground ;• she shall sit on the bare 
groundy be reduced to the most abject state : [there is] no throne, 

daughter of the Chaldeans : for thou shalt no more be called 

2 tender and delicate* Take the millstones, and grind meal : un- 
cover thy locks, nwke bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over 
the rivers ; you^ that isj the Babylonians^ shall be made slaves^ shall 
labour at the most toilsome worky be /breed tojiy^ and wade through 
rivers ; all of which must be very mortifying to those who used to 

S ride in state^ and live delicately. Thy nakedness shall be uncov* 
ered, yea, thy shame shall be seen : I will take vengeance, and 

1 will not meet [thee as] a man, whom thou vmyestfly from^ or 

4 resist. \ [As for} our redeemer, the Loan of hosts [is] his 
name, the Holy One of Israel ; he will sfieak comfort to Israel^ 
and terror to the Chaldeans, A chorus of the Jewsy in which they 

5 break out in the nddst of the ftrofihecy to praise God, Sit thou 
Vtent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chal- 
deans : for thou shalt no more be called. The lady of kingdoms ; 

6 the largest and most powerful empire, I was wroth with my 
people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into 
thine hand : thou didst show them no mercy ; upon the ancient, 

7 or aged^ hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.f And thou saidst, 
I shall be a lady for ever : [so} that thou didst not lay these 
[things} to thy^ heart, that is^ the injuries done to my people^ 
neither didst remember the latter end of it ; the instability of 
human affairs^ and the consequences of pride and self confidence,. 

S Therefore hear now this, thou [that art] given to pleasures, 
that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I [am,] atid 
none else beside me ; I shall not sit [asj a widow, neither 
shall I know the loss of children ; / am supreme in fwwer and 

9 dominion, and fear no danger : But these two [things] shall 
come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and 
widowhocyl : they shall come upon thee in their perfection for 
the multitude of thy sorceries, [and] for the great abundance of 
10 thine enchantments. || For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness : 
thou hast said. None seeth me. Thy wisdom an^l||y^wledget 
it hath perverted thee ; atul thou hast said in thi^HKrt, I [am} 

* Babylon had never been t^iken, and therefore is called si virgin. 

t Or, / iffill suffer a man to interctde f^r thee» Lowth. 

t Thjs prediction is the morp rcnurkMble, as there was no dJffifrence at present between 
fiidah iiid Babylon ; they ha:l sent compIiiM-nts to Hcrckiah, which had the appearance of 
friendship, yet they arc here spoken of as their most barbarous enemies. 

I When Babylon was be^ifRcd hy Drtrius, they were so resolute in hohlinj^ out. that they 
destroved :tll their wives and ctiildiun in one dty, to cut off aM uiuwcessoiy mouths* Prid» 
Cow. Wkjl i p. i8S. 
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and none else beside me ; thou ihoughUst thy f,olicy so deefi that 

1 1 iV could not be defeated. Therefore shall evil come upon Ihee ; 
thou shalt not know from whence it riscth : and mischief shall 
fall upon thee ; thou shalt not be able to put it off : and desola- 
tion shall come upon thee suddenly, [which] thou shalt not 
know ; which thou shalt neither be aware of, nor know how to rem- 
edy ; and so it was ^ for Cyrus took Babylon at midnight , in the 

12 midst of their mirth and security. Stand now with thiTie en- 
chantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein 
thou hast laboured from thy youth ; if so be thou shalt be able to 

13 profit, if so be thou may est prevail, to divert thy calamities. Thou 
art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrol- 
ogers, the stargaze rs, the monthly prognosticators, whofiretend 
to foretell future events by the stars and asfiects qf heaven, stand 
up, and save thee from [these things] that shall come upon thee, 

14 Behold, they shall be as stubble, the fire shall burn them ; they 
shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame : 
[there shall] not [be] a coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it ; 
they shall be utterly destroyed, like whole magazines of coal burnt 
at once, which must give a great heat, but destroy the winter stores. 

15 Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, 
[even] thy merchants from thy youth, thy negociafors and o*- 
trologers, and all that contributed to thy wealth and grandeur : 
they shall wander every one to his quarter, turn to his own busi- 
ness ; none shall save thee. 

REFLECTIONS, 

1. 'TT^HE promise to Israel, in r. 4. affords abundant comfort to 
X every aged christian, that God will be the same God to 
them as ever ; will bear, and carry, and deliver them, amidst all 
their dangers and infirmities. He who made them, and has been 
the guide of their youth, will be the support of their old age ! It 
becomes them therefore to thank God, and take courage. 

2. Men never act hke rational creatures till they renounce their 
sins, and become the servants of God, v. 8. It is desirable that men 
should act as men ; use their rational powers aright, and employ 
them upon their proper objects. This would lead them to repent- 
ance and amendment of life ; and by acting as reasonable creatures, 
they would soon become religious ones ; but while they are giddy, 
thoughtless, and inconsiderate, there is no hope of them. 

3. We see in the forty seventh chapter how soon God can hum- 
ble and mortify the most delicate. What a mclanrholy change 
was it to the tender and delicate Babylonians, when led captive, 
and treated as slaves, witli all the horrors of poverty and disprrace !. 
how mortifying to those who had lived in case and pleasure ! May 
we be taught by it to guard against excessive tenderness and del- 
icacy, as not knowing to what afilictions and hardships we may be 
appointed ; which will be peculiarly heavy if we have unreasonably, 
indulged the flesh. 
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4. The almighty power of God makes him a most formidable en- 
emy. Those are awful words in v. 3. / will not meet thee as a many 
from whom thou mightest flee, whose power thou mi gh test resist, 
or evade his justice, or move his compassion to spare thee. See 
vfhut a fear/ui thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God, 
While the wicked tremble to meet him as their Judge, let his peo- 
ple rejoice in him as their Redeemer, whose perfections are all en- 
gaged for their happiness. 

5. See how soon Gk)d can strip men of all their comforts, and learn 
not to be proud of them. So he did by Babylon. He can uncover 
their locks, strip persons of their jewels and ornaments ; of the 
wealth in which they trust, and in consequence of which they think 
they shall see no sorrow. He can bereave them of their children, 
and bring upon them family distresses in their perfection. He can 
deprive them of the knowledge which they are proud pf, and in which 
they boast. Let us lay this to heart ; remember the uncertainty of 
all earthly possessions^ and never be proud of them or fix our affec- 
tions too strongly upon them. Let us employ our wealth and abil- 
ities for God ; consider our comforts as his gifts, that we may adore 
and glorify the Giver. Let us never addict ourselves to pleasure, 
nor dwell carelessly, lest God take away our comforts ; and /or all 
these things bring us into judgment. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

God having by the firofihet refiroved and threatened the Chaldeans in 
the former chafitersy here proceeds to show his/ieo/ile their sins, 

I TTE A R ye this, O hou^e of Jacob, which are called by 
J.X the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters 
of Judah, or^ that Jlow from the fountain ofJudah^ his posterity ^ 
Which swear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of 

5 the God of Israel, [but] not in truth, nor in righteousness. For 
they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves Upon 
the God of Israel ; rely on their external pririlrgefiy but are not 
sincere in their profession ; the Lord of hosts [is] his name. 

3 I have declared the former things from the beginning ; and 
they went forth out of my mouth, and I showed them ; I did 
[them] suddenly, and they came to pass ; / foretold future 
eventSy and brought them to p(iss unexpectedly y or at the precise 

4 time. Because I knew that thou [art] obstinate, and thy neck 
[is] an iron sinew, which will not bendy and thy brow brass, which 

6 will not blush ; thcrtforcy to leave thee without excusey I have 
even from the beginning declared [it] to thee ; before it 
came to pass I showed [it] thee : lest thou should say. Mine 
idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten 

6 image hath commanded them. Thou hast heard, see all this ; 
find will not ye declare [it ?] ye have heard my predictions^ and 
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tf^n their accomfiUafiment^ and mil ye not ofienly acknowledge 
this ? I have showed thee new things from this time, even hid- 
den things, and thou didst not know thepi ; particularly your de* 

7 liverance by Cyrus. They are created now, and not from the 
beginning i even before the day when thou heardest them not ; 
lest thou shouldst say. Behold, I knew them ; I have given you 
new firo/ihecies concerning your captivity and deliverance^ lest 

S you should say^ My own sagacity discorvered these events. Yea, 
thou heardest not ; yea, thou knewest not ; yea, from that time 
[that] thine ear was not opened ; or rather^ nor was thine ear 
openedofold : that is^ thou wast not taught these things formerly : 
for I knew that thou wouldst deal very treacherously, and wast 
called a transgressor from the womb ; or that, apostate^ was thy 
name from thy birth ;• thou wast early given to idolatry ^ and hast 

9 retained an affection to it ever since. For my name's sake will I 

defer, or suppress^ mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain 

10 for thee, that I cut thee not off. Behold, I have refined thee, 

but not with silver ; but thou art not as silver j there is yet too 

much dross left ; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction ; 

n ^ afflictions I have made thee more fit Jor my choice. For mine 

own sake, [even] for mine own sake, will I do [it ;] lest the gods 

of the heathens should be thought more wise and powerful than I : 

for how should [my name] be polluted, or blasphemed ? and I 

will not givp my glory unto another. 

13 Hearken ut)to me, O Jacob and Israel, my called ; I [am] 

13 he ; I [am] the first, I also [am] the last. Mine hand also hath 
laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath span- 
ned the heavens : [when] I call unto them, they stand up to- 
gether ; they are ready^ like servants^ to execute my orders^ 

14 therefore I can deliver thee. All ye Israelites assemble your- 
selves, and hear ; which among them, which of their gods or 
oracles^ hath declared these [things ?] the Lord hath loved him, 
hath chosen Cyrus and fitted him for the work : he will do his 
pleasure on Babylon, and his arm [shall be on] the Chaldeans ; 

15 ^ army ^ and God*s hand with itj shall destroy them, I, [even] 
I, Jiave spoken ; yea, I have called him : I have brought him, 

16 and he shall make his way prosperous. Come ye near unto 
me, hear ye this ; I have not spoken in secret from the begin- 
ning ; from the time that it wa% there [am] I ; or^ before the time 
that this was^ I am the eternal Qody and see every thing before me 
in its succession : and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath 

17 sent me his prophet^ to foretell these things. Thus saith the 
Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel j I [am] the Lord 
thy God which teacheth thee to profit by thy afflictions^ which 
leadeth thee by the way [that] thou shouldst go ; that isy lead^ 

18 eth thee out of thy troubles. O that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
ri2;hteousness as tiie waves of the sea ; thou shouldst not hav^ 

• Lowth. 
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gone into cafUivity^ but a succession of blessings should havrjlowcd 
ufion thee one qfter another ; thy fieace and firos/terity should have 

19 been uninterrufited and abundant : Thy seed also had been as 
the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; 
numerous as the sandsy or Uke the fishes of the sea ; his name 
should not have been cut oif nor destroyed from before me ; 
whereas now they shall be greatly diminished by their calamities^ and 
few of them shall return from Balfylon, 

ao Tety notwithstanding this^ Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye 
from the Chaldeans, not with silence and amazement^ but with a 
voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it [even] to the end of 
the earth ; say ye. The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob. 

21 And they thirsted not [when] he led them through the deserts ; 
he caused the' waters to flow out of the rock for them : he clave 
the rock also, and the waters gushed out ; he will supfily them i^ 
their return^ as he did their fathers in their journey through the 

22 wilderness, [There is] no peace, saith the Lord unto the wick- 
ed ; though the wicked share in the blessings of their deliverance^ 
and return with them^ yet they shall have no lasting peace ; they 

, will still hove reason to look ufion God as their enemy^ amidst all 
their firosficrity^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

L TTT'^ are here taught the vanity and insufficiency of ex-% 
V V temal privileges, without real piety. The Jews boasted 
of their name, their relation to God and Abraham, and the holy 
city, but not in truth nor in righteousness. Thus many among us 
th'uik it sufficient to salvation that they are called christians, enjoy 
many privileges above others, belong to the church, and enjoy gos-t 
pel ordinances ; yea, they mention the name of God and Christ, 
and boast in them, without truth and righteousness. But this is 
gross hypocrisy^ a high afiront to God, and taking his name in 
vain : for no religion b of any avail that is not founded on sin- 
cerity. 

2. We see the nature and advantage of afflictions. They are de- 
signed to prove and refine the sufferers, to reform them from 
their vices, to purify their hearts, and increase their graces. Afflic- 
tions are sometimes the means of beginning, and often of carrying 
on a good work in the soul ; and it should be the desire of those 
who are affected, to get good thereby ; and in order to that they 
should earnestly pray that God would teach them to profit by his 
chastisements ; for he intends them for our firofitj that we may be 
partakers of his holiness, 

3. Wesee the advantage of hearkenmg to God's commands ; 
that is, of being attentive to them, studying the nature and extent of 
them, and sincerely obeying them : this is the way to enjoy unin-. 
terrupted tranquillity and happiness. God is desirous we should do 
this ; O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments I v. 18. a 
high expression of his kindness to hit creatures, and his willingness 
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to save sinners. ^U that the Lord our Qod says to us, there/ore^, let 
1IM hear^ and be obedient^ 

4. Whatever peace and prosperity any church or nation enjoys, 
there is no fieace to the wicked ; they can never be in a state of peace 
and flavour with God, nor can they have any solid, lasting peace of 
conscience, or well grounded hope of everlasting peace. They can 
take no reasonable encouragement from God's promises to his peo- 
ple, however confidently they may rely upon them. Though they 
are joined to God's people in appearance, and in external commun- 
ion, yet they have no title to their special privileges. But let the 
wicked forsake his wayj and t/ie unrighteous man his thoughts^ and 
turn to the Lord ; then /leaccy and all goody will come unto them. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

The beginning of this chafiter ftrincifially relates to Christ and the cove^ 
nant of redemfition^ and the deliverance he should work out for the 
churchy as illustrated by the deliverance qf the Jews, 

1 T 1ST EN, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people* 
X-J from far ; The Lord hath called me from the womb ; 
from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my 
name ; he hath sfioken of me by John the Baptist ^ and other hoiy 

2 meny as the Saviour of the world. And he hath made my mouth 
like a sharp sword ; in the shadow, or hollow of his hand hath 
he hid, or defended me, and made me a polished shaft ; in his 
quiver hath he hid me ; referring to the wisdom and eloquence of 
Christ, and the fiower of his gosficl to ftenetrate the hearts of men ; 

2 And said unto me. Thou [art] my servant, O Israel, in whom I 
will be glorified, in whom Israel shall be glorified ; or^ I will be 

4 glorified in Israel."* Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I 
have spent my strength for nought, and in vain ; / have been 
rejected by the Jews, and few of them have believed : [yet] surely 
my judgment [is] with the Lord, and the reward qf my work 
with my God. 

5 And now, ssuth the Lord that formed me from the womb 
[to be] his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel 
be not gathered, yet shall I be gUrious in the eyes of the Lord, 
God will testify his affection and a/iftrobationj and my God shall 
be my strength ; he will carry me through ail my sufferings. 

€ And he said, It is a light thing, comparatively , that thou shouldst 
be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved of Israel, though all of them should believe and be saved : 
I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
may est be my salvation, the author and instrument of sal va lion y 

7 unto the end of the earth. Thus saith the Lord, the redeemer 

* Some thiak Christ it called Lratt, as Qod't servant* and th« repreientathre of tli* 
•harch. 
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of Israel, [and] his Holy One, to him whom man Hespiset^, W 
him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Fikttc 
and Herody Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, 
shall aubmit to him and become christians^ because of the Lord that 
is faithful, [and] the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose 
thee, and sofirove that he is faithful to his promises'^ and that thou 

8 art his^ chosen. Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time 
have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee ; 
I have heard thy firayer^ and assisted thet in thy work : and I will 
preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to be 
the surety and mediator of the new covenant ^ to establish tlw 
earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages ; to establish 
good laws J and refiair what is decayed by ignorance and corrufi^ 

9 tion ; That thou mayest say to the sfuritual prisoners, Go forth ; 
to them that [are] in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall 
feed in the ways, and their pastures [shall be] in all high places. 

10 They shall not hunger nor thirst ; neither shall the heat nor 
sun smite them : for he that hath mercy on them shall fead 
them,4evcn by the springs of water shall he guide them ; they 
shall have filenty of the means of grace j and security and hafi* 

1 1 fiiness under the Redeemer's government. And I will make all 
my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted ; the 
roads which are sunk and become imfiassable shall be raised and 
reficdred ; that w, God will so order things in the course of firovi^ 

12 denccy as to helfi and further the fir ogress of the gosfieL ' Behold^ 
these shall come from far, from Babylon^ which lay east : and, 
lo, these from the north and from the West ; and these from the 
land of Sinim, from Pelusium^ to the south, 

13 Sing, O heavens ; and be joyful, O earth ; and break forth 
into singing, O mountains : for the Lord hath comforted his 
people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted ; let the whole ere* 

14 ation rejoice in the firosfiect of this event. But Zion s^id. The 
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 
The language of the Jews in cafitivity ; as if they had saidy what 

-ho/ie can we have of such a time^ when at present we are so af^ 

1 5 flic ted and sunk ? God graciously answers^ Can a woman for-* 
get her sucking child,, that she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget ; a remarkable 
change of persons^ they may forget ^ some^ yeoy many mayj yet will 

16 I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of [my] hands ; the thoughts of thee are as familiar to my mindy 
as if thy name was written there ;* thy broken walls [are] con- 

17 tinually before me. Thy children, or elders^ shall make haste to 
return home^ and build thee up again ; thy destroyers and they 
that made thee waste shall go forth of thee, be driven far a%vay, 

18 see V, 19. Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold : all these 

• Thw allDtlrsto a outom in the can of inscribinff the names of the dead, or ofM^sent 
friendi, or their n4tive country, by some indelible marie on their h^mh or aims. Thus the 
ftilgrlms chat went to the holy sepulchre h^id thrmselves outrked ; ami this art h practised 
hjf craveUing Jtwf aU over tiae world at this d4j. 
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gather themaelvefl together, [and] come to thee. [As] I life, 
tatth the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them alU as 
with HQ ornament) and hind them [on thee,] as a bride [doeth :] 
moith^^ ^vmder tMr children aa their grecUeat ornaments^ »o the 
purity andfiieiy qf christians shall he an ornament to the church,^ 

19 For thy waste an<| thy desolate places, and the land of thy de- 
struction, shall even now be too narrow by i^ason of the inhabi- 

80 tiifits, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. The 
children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, 
shall ^ay again in thine ears, The place [is] too strait for me : 

$ 1 give plaec to me that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in thine 
heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my 
children, and am desoUte^ a captive, and removing to and fro ? 
and who hath brought up these and educated them^ so that they 
come vat A disfiositioits to he the beauty^ strength^ and glory of the 
church f Behold, I was lefb alone ; these, where [had] they 

Sfi [been ?] Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine 
hand to the Gentiles, J will beckon them^ and they shall contCy and 
set up my standard to the people : and they shall bring thy sons 
in [their] arms, and thy young daughters shall be carried upon 
[their] shoulders ; they and their children shall eagerly cotnej and 

33 ^ jvined to the chttrch. And kings shall be thy nursing 
father^ and their queens thy nursing mothers ; they shall become 
good themselvesy and he the protectors of religion and liberty : they 
shafl bow down to thee with [their] face toward the earth, and 
lick up the duat of thy feet ; they shall do honour and pay defer* 
ence to the church ^ Christ ; and thou shalt know that I [am] 
the Loan : for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 

34 Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or Ute lawful cap- 
tive delivered ? An ob^ction made by the Jews to their deHver* 
once from captivity^ without being ransomed or exchanged, I'o 

25 which God anf^ersy But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives 
of the mighty shall bt taken away, and the prey of the terrible 
shall be delivered : for I will contend with him thai contendelh 
with thee, and I will save thy children ; my almighty power shall 

26 effect this. And I will feed them that oppress thee with their 
own flesh ; and they shall be drunken with their own bloody as 
with sweet wine ; the nations that join with Babylon shall contend 
with and destroy one another :f and I the Lord [am] thy Saviour 
and thy Jledeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 



1. 



REFLECTIONS. 

WE have great reason to rejoice in Christ's commission to 
save the Gentiles. This sublime description is ad- 
dressed to us of these isles, for to us is the word cf his salvation 

• The folloiving versus are gen.^raUv Ititerpreted of the J^ws : bur their Uiid wi^ never 
•o populous attrr the c:'.ptivity h« bffore ; rhey hid not the whole hntl of C luan, a% in Solo- 
mon « time. I Chercfore think it refers to the acce«sIon of Genti]e converts. 

t Cyras conqorrrtl «>mc coantries which were hi alliance vith th; C!>alde»n», au.d then 
mrtde we of their aotdien in hit attack upon B«ibvloa. 

Vol. V. G g ' 
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sent. This great and populous nation is become christian ; has 
been enlightened by the sun of righteousness ; we enjoy plenty of 
the means of grace, and are directed in the way to eternal life. Let 
us then adore the grace that has been afibrded us, and say, as in v. 
13. ^ng^ O heavens ; and be joyful^ O earth ; and break forth into 
singings O mountains : for the Lord hath conforted hU fieofiley and 
vfill have mercy u/ion his afflicted, 

2. It is no new thing for faithful ministers to complain of their 
want of success. They labour, take pains, and are diligent in their 
work, spend their health and strength in endeavouring to do good ; 
yet little good is done. It is a most discouraging circumstance ; 
but ic was the case with our Master, though never man sfiake as he 
did ; and this is our encouragement, as it was his, that tnir work is 
with the Lord, and our reward with our God : He will not forget it ; 
but will proportion his reward, not to our success, but to our 
fidelity. 

3. JVbw is the accefited time, now is the day of salvation. This is 
the apostle's remark on v. «. See 2 Cor. vi. 2. God heard and as- 
sisted his Son, that he might execute his work, and preach recon- 
ciliation. Therefore, while the gospel sounds in our ears is the 
time when we may be accepted, and the day when we may be saved. - 
Let us therefoi^ attend to it ; for when our time on earth ends, 
there is no other accepted time, no other day of salvation, Today 
therrfbre if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 

4. Let us admire and trust in the compassion of God to his peo- 
ple in their distresses. That is a most beautiful, tender and delight^ 
ful image in v. 14. It is next to impossible that a woman should for- 
get her sucking child, or even the son of her womb ; though she is 
more likely to forget the child she bore, than the child she suckles. 
But they may forget ; mothers may prove monsters, and be un- 
natural to their children ; as those are who wickedly destroy them, 
or even send them to be suckled by strangers when they are able to 
do it themselves. But God will not forget his church in its lowest 
distress, nor l:is people, though they may sometimes, through long 
affliction, be ready to despair. 

'5. Let us encourage ourselves to expect the continuance and en- 
largement of the church. There are many delightful promises in 
this chapter, of its spread among the gentiles, of kings becoming 
holy and zealous, and of numerous converts being added to it. Let 
this excite our prayers for the propagation of the gospel, and our 
thankfulness when any are added to the church, and especially those 
that are a peculiar ornament and credit to it. Though many diffi* 
culties seem to lie in the way, an almighty God has engaged that 
they shall be surmounted ; and therefore they shall not be aslifimed 
that wait for him. 
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CHAP. L. 

This chafUer is a vindication of God*s dealings with his /ieo/4e ; and 
concludes with an exhortation to trust in God and not in oursefves. 

1 TT^ H U S saith the Lord, O ye cafitives^ Where [is] the 

X bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away ? 
representing the jeivish church as their mother y and alluding to thp 
flower which husbands had to fiut away their wives^ God inquires 
Jbr the bill of divorce <^ in which the reasons would afifitar why they 
were rejected : or wliich of my creditors [is it] to whom I have 
sold you ? jin allusion to persons when oppressed with debt se(ling 
themselves^ or their children^ to their creditors^ as was frequently 
done among the Jews^ see 2 Kingsiw, 1. and Matt, xvin, 25. Ina 
thisj says Gody cannot be my case ; lam not urged by any such ne^ 
cessity ; I am not in debt to the Chaldeans or Romans. Behold, 
for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your trans- 
gressions is your mother put away ; you sold yourselves for the 
gratification <fyour lustSy and were put away for your own folly 

2 and wickedness. Wherefore, when I camCi [was there] no man ? 
when I called, [was there] none to answer ? if it were Jiot soy 
why did you refuse my offersy and despise and abuse my messen- 
gersy especially my own Son ? Is my hand shortened at all, that 
it cannot redeem ? or have I no power to deliver ? behold, at 
my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness : 
their fish stinketh, because^ there is] no water, and dieth for 
thirst ; / have the same power as I ever had, therefore it was not 

' 3 owing (0 me that you were not deliveredy but to your sins. I clothe 
the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their cover- 
ing ; a reference to the Egyptian darknessy Kxod. x. 21. The 
Missiah is then introduced as speaking in his own name, 

4 The Loixl God hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that I should know how to speak i word in season to [him that 
is] weary : he wakeneth morning by morning : he wakeneth 
mine ear to hear as the learned ; or rathery as learners or schcU 
ars ; (an allusion to a master calling up his scholars and servants 
in the morning ;) as if he had said, God rrtfeais his 'uill to mc, and 

5 gives me ability to instruct and comfort the afflicted. The Lord 
God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither 
tui*ned away back ; he hath instructed me in the discharge <f my 
officcy given me to understand why I must suffer ; and I was will^ 

6 ing to do what he required. I gave my back to the smiters, and 
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face 

7 from shame and spitting.* For the Lord God will help me ; 
tlierefore shall I not be confounded ; not be cn^er borne by viy 
enemiesy nor disappointed in my work and of my hope : therefore 
have I set my face like a flint, / am bold and ceurageous, and I 

8 know that I shall not be ashamed. [He is] near that justifitth 

• Thcs<r great iiv.U^nltles Christ sufTtfred patently, Luke xviil 31, 3?. M^t:. xiv. 6j. w. s^. 
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me ; God i§ at hand to vindicate my innocence ; who will contend 
with roe \ let us stand together ! ^ho [is] mine adversary ? 
let him come near to me ; I challenge him to a judicial firocess* 
9 Behold, the Lord God will hdp me ; who [is] he [that] shall 
condemn me ? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment ; the 
moth shall eat them up ; Herody Pilate and the wicked Jev>M^ the 
per9ecutor9 0/ Christ ^ shall de destrvytd, Thejbilotving -oerse is 
addressed to every humble christian, 

10 Who [is] among you that fcarcth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
Toice of his servant, that walketh [in] darkness, and hath no 
light ? though he suffers hardships^ and is exercised with afflictions^ 
and doubts^ and/ears^ Iti him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay upon his God ; u/ion the goodness of Qod^ and Itis faith' 
fulness to his covenccnt. On the other handj confusion and desfruc- 

1 1 /ion are threatened to firoud sinners. Behold, all ye that kindle 
a fire, that compass [yourselves] about with sparks : walk in the 
light of your fire, and in the sparks [that] ye have kindled. 
This shall ye have of mine hand ; ye shall lie down in sorrow ; 
an allu9ion to a benighted traveller ^ vfho lights a Httlrfre to warm 
himself by J and thereat kindles a torch to /trace ed on his journey / 
but it goes outi leaves him in darkness^ and exposed to many dan- 
gers : so those who seek their happiness in worldly comforts^ and 
neglect God^ or trust in the merits qf their own righteousness ^ bhall 
be disappointed. 

REFLECTIONS. 

l.'TXT E are here taught tliat it is men*s own sin that undoes 
VV them. This the Jews are reminded of in the begin- 
ning of the chapter ; their own iniquities brought their calamities 
upon them. When sinners arc destroyed by acts of divine justice, 
it is owing to their own wickedness. God takes no pleasure in 
their dtstruction ; he is as ready to pity and help as ever he was : 
but if they will not regard the message of his Son, and comply with 
the demands of bis gospel, their destruction will be upon their own 
heads ; they might have been saved, but would not. 

2. It is the duty of christians, like their Master, to be willing to 
learn and to suffer. It is especially the duty of ministers to seek of 
God the tongue of the learned ; that rich experience of divine 
things, and ability to speak comfortably to mourning souls, which is 
a better qualification than the largest store of human learning and 
philosophy. Let christians in private stations of life learn from 
their Master to apply their minds to understand divine things, and 
the will of God ; to read his word, and attend upon his ministers, 
as men awake, and willing to learn, shaking off drowsiness, and tak- 
ing pains to understand and remember. And let us earnestly pray 
against a drowsy distracted mind ; and that God would awaken us 

• TliU WM literally fulfilled in Christ, who hy tipin and wonders, and a voice fVom 
heaven, und ctpecially by hU rcsurrecclob from the dead, was viodicaicd from all ;tccusatioits. 
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and keep us attentive. So likewise we should be willing to «y!fer 
whatever PravicleQce calU U6 to ; setting our faces like a flint, as 
Christ did ; being bold, resolute, and undaunted in the work of reli- 
gion ; and by divine help we shall not be borne down hj opposi- 
tion) but God will justify and accept us. The apostle prc4)ably re- 
fer#to verse 8, when he says, (JR^m. viii. 32.) IVho »hail lay any 
thing to the charge of God* a elect ? It is God that ju8i\fiethj who ia he 
that coftdemneth ? 

3. Let us carefiillf observe the difference between a humbla 
trusting in God, and a vain coniidence in ourselves. Those, who 
fear Godt and obey the voice of Christ, his servant> and who comply 
with the terms of his gospel) may walk in darkness and have no 
light ; they may have many doubts and fears, and want s|Mritua1 
peace and joy. But let them trust in a good and faithful God, and 
be will at length t^e^tore them to light and jo>:, which shall endure 
for ever. On the other hand, those who walk in the light of their 
own fire^ seek their hairiness in earthly things, trust to their own 
righteousness, or some sudden flashes of zeal and afiection, may 
amuse themselves ^ a while, and seem full of light, hope, and joy, 
but will soon lie down in sorrow. The darkest state of a saint is 
therefore infinitely preferable to the brightest state of a sinner. 



CHAP. LI. 

The dengn of this <:httfitet w to encourage the Jfwish ea/uivea to trwit 
in God's firomiaes ; esfiedaliy in those relating to Christ ; amur^* 
ing them that he would pity tluir misery and hetfi them j having 
given sufficient proofs <f his power in his former dealings with that 
nation, 

1 TTEARKEN tome, ye that follow after righteousness, ye 
XjL that seek the Lord : look unto the rock [whence] ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit [whence] ye arc digged ; re^ 

2 member your small Seginning and low estate. Look unto Abra- 
ham your father, and unto Sarah [that] bare you : for I cal)^ 
him alcme, when a single person^ who had no family, aiui Messed 
him, and increased him ; therefore am able to do great things /fir 

3 you still. For the Lord shall comfort Zion : he will comfort 
all her waste places ; and he will make her wilderness Tike 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord ; joy and 
gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 

4 melody. HeaHLen unto me, my people, and give ear unto me^ 
O my natipn, or^ ye nathns^that if, ye Gentiles : for a law shall 
proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest, or 

5 rather, to break forth for a light of the people. My righteous- 
ness [is] near : my salvation is gone forth, the time is at hand' 
when I will perform my promises^ and mine arms, that w, tnu 
powerf shall judge the people : the isles shall wait upon me^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



446 ISAIAH. LL 

and on mine arm ehall they- trust ; I mil reward my frnthfid 

6 9ubject9^ and fiunUh m\f enemiea. Lift up your eyes to the heav- 
ens, and look upon the earth beneath : for the heavens shall 
vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner t 
but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall 
not be abolished. 

7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people hi 
whose heart [is] my law, mho love it and obey it ; fear ye not 
the reproach of men, of wretched men^ neither be ye afraid of their 

8 revllings. For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and 
the worm shall eat them Hke wool, or, a woollen garment : but 
my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from gene^ 
ration to generation. 

9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Ix>rd ; awitke^ 
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. [Art] thou no< 
it that hath cut Rahab,rAar isy Bgypt, [and] wounded the drag- 

10 on, that is y destroyed Pharaoh? [Art] thou not it which hath 
dried the sea, the waters of the great deep ; that hath made 
the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass oVer ? 

11 (Exod. xiY,2\.) Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall 
return, and come with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy 
[shall be] upon their head : they shall obtain gladness and joy ; 
[and] sorrow and mourning shaJI flee away ; the ca/ttives shall 
return to Canaan, and a church of God be gathered out of Jews 
and Gentiles. 

12 Ii [even] I, [am] he that comforteth you : who [art] thou, 
that thou shouldst be afraid of a man [that] shall die, and of 

1 3 the son of man [which] shall be made [as] grass ; and forget- 
test the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, 
and laid the foundations of the earth ; and hast feared continu- 
ally every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he 
were ready to destroy ? and where [is] the fury of the oppres- 

14 sor? it is inejfectual, vanished, and gone at once^ The captive 
exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not 
die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail ; he shall quickly be 
loosed and not die ; neither 9hall his bread fail ; and the reason 

15 follows ; But I [am] the Lord thy God, that divided the sea, 

1 6 whose waves roared : The Lord of hosts [is] his name. And 
I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in 
the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens and lay 
the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou [art] 
my people ; that I may disfierse the clouds which hinder the light 
of the sun, moon, and stars, or even produce new'constellations, or 
a new world. Grand and beautiful figures, io express a wonder^ 

ful ncene opening, and great prosperity to be restored ! 

17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at 
' ^le hand of the Lord the cup of his fury ; thou hast drunken 

the dregs, the moH bitter and nauseous part, of the cup of trem- 

1 8 bling, [and] wrung [thenv] out. [There is] none to guide her 
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' among all the sons [whom] she hath broi^ht forth : neither [is 
therls any] that taketh her by the hand of ail the sons [that] she 
hath brought up ; no human fiower can restore her ftrot/ierity, 

19 These two [things] are come unto thee ; who shall be sorry 
^ for tliee ? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the 

sword ; (hat w, desolation byfandne^ and destruction by the sword : 
by whom shall I comfort thee ? who shall lament for thee in such 

20 pathetic strains as thy case requires ? Thy sons have fainted, 
they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net : 
they arefuUof the fury of the LoRn,the rebuke of thy God ; they 
are languishirig^ and yet are quite furious and desptrate ; as uaa 

2 1 the case when the city was taken and destroyed. Therefore hear 
?2 now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine : Thus 

saith thy Lord the Loan, and thy God [that] pleadeth the cause 
of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cupof 
trembling, [even] the dregs of the cup of my fury ; thou shalt 
23 no more drink it again ; thou shalt drink qf it no longer : But I 
will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee ; M/hich have 
said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over : and thou hast 
laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them tiiat went 
over ; it shall be given to the^ fJhaldeansj who tyrannized over thecy 
oppressed thy conscience^ and to whose insults thou hast too tamely 
submitted, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTt T E are taught how useful it is to look back, and contcm- 
^ V V plate our original, v. 1 . We are bom of the dust, 

(what an humble origin !) are in a feeble, helpless state, descended 
from degenerate parents, and have many corruptions and sinful pro- 
pensities. Let us often think of this, that we may be humble, adore 
the divine goodness in our formation and preservation, and espe- 
cially his love to such mean and sinful creatures in their redemp- 
tion ; that we may draw encouragement from hence to trust in 
him to fulfil ail his promises, whatever difficulties may be in 
the way. 

2. We see the character and happiness of God's people, v, 7, 8. 
They know righteousness, have their minds enlightened, understand 
what is good, and what the will of the Lord is ; they have bis law 
in their hearts ; take pains to study and remember it, to feel its 
power, and obey its commands. They may be reproached and re- 
viled, even for their piety and steadfastness ; but these reproaches 
are not to be regarded. God will defend his cause, and those who 
adhere to it ; iTshall prosper, and they shall be happy ; while 
scoffers and revilers shall waste away, and be covered with everlast- 
ing shame and reproach. 

3. We should learn, from former experiences of God's power 
and goodness, to trust in him for futurity, as they are a great en- 
couragement to our faith. God often reminds his people of this ; 
and paiticuiarly in this chapter. It shows the advantage of scri])- 
ture histories, and tiie importance of recording past appearance*^ of 
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Proridence fcr u«. It would ctfcourage our pMyers in uammn of • 
danger, and tend to silence that fear of man which bringc«h a Miare, 
which is often grotindlesa, aad always unbecoming. Our remem* 
bering the power> fiutbfnlneas, and goodness (tf God, weuh) prevent 
any inordinate fear of what fnuly dying man can do unto ns. Let 
XLS then think less highly of nMn> 9Ad more highly of Gcxl, if we 
desire to be easy and happy, 

4. We see that God easily can> and at length certainly wiB, 
chaise the afflicted condition of his people. He is the Loni) and 
their covenant God ; who wiU plead their cause, vindicate their char« 
acter, confound their enemies, and show that his cause was a 
righteous one. He may put a cup of afiliction into then* hMids, and 
it becomes them to drink it with all submission t sensibk^ that 
though it is not pleasant, it is wholesome, and will be exchanged for 
a cup of blessings. But those who are enemies to God's ways and 
people, shall drink the very dregs, and have no alleviation of their 
misery. 



CHAP. LII. 

TMm cha filer rr/ers to the happy change made in the state of the Jews 
by their return from their cafutoity^ 0$ iilu9trad^g the more impw^ 
font deliverance by the gOMpei, 

\ AWAKE, awake ; put on thy strength, O Zlon ; put on 
XjL thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy dty ; re- 
9ume thy former atrtngtkand dignity : for henceforth there shall 
no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean ; 

H there shall be no more idolatry ftfiMm thee. Shake thyself from 
the dust, where thou hausat aa a mourner ; arise, [and} sit down 
on thy throner O Jerusalem : loose thyself from the bands of thy 
neck, O captive daughter of Zion ; take all ptmdent methods to 

3 recover thy Uberty^ and gain the favow <f ihy tonquerora^ For 
thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought ; you 
have ported with your liberty only to en^y your m»«, oik/ have got 
nothing by it ; and ye shall be redeemed without money ; Cyrus 

4 s/ioil deliver you freely. For thus saith the Lord Gon, My peo- 
ple went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there ; and the 
Assyrian oppressed them without cause, and I delivered them 

5 from both. Now therefore what have I here, aatth the Loan, 
that my people is taken away for nought ? what claim have the 
Chaldeans to keep my peo/ile in bondage^ whom they have taken 
away without cause P they that rule over them make them to 
howl, saith the Lord ; and my name continually every day [is] 
blasphemed ; they are cruelly usedj and God is blasfihemed^ as if 

!6 he had cast them offy or was unable to help them. Therefore my 
people shall know my name> my power y therefore [they shall 
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know] in that day that I [am] be that doth speak : behold, [it 
is] I) who am come tofulJU my firomiae, 

T How beaqtiful upon the mouDtains are the feet of him that 
bringcth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; meaning the 
me99enger9 that come from Babylon to brin^ the ne^tfs ofdeliver^ 
once ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth I hi* firovidmce 
and care of hia church now afit^ar in performing hia tiromiaea. 

• Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the voice together 
shtdl they sing ? the watchmen^ ueing the meaaengera coming at a 
distance^ shall begin a iong of joy and firai$e : for they shall see 
eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion $ they shall aee 
face tafaccy that r», dearly and evidently §ee hia favour reluming f 
and their glory dawning, 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jeru- 
salem : for the Loap hath comforted his people, he hath re* 

10 deemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare his holy arm 
in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God ; hU /tower and hoUneea in their de-^ 
Uverance from Babylon^ ahall be an emblem qf^ and aerve to intro- 

1 1 duce the great aalvation by Jeaua Chriat, Depart ye, depart ye, 
go ye out from thence, touch no unclean [thing ;] go ye out of 
the midst of her j go out qf Babylon^ cleanae youraelveafrqm idol'- 
atroua defilemenu and ceremonial ftolluliona ; bring no idolatrous 
firacticea out qf Babylon^ aa ye did out of Egyfit ; be ye clean^ 
that bear the vessels of the Lord ; ye firiealay that bear the holy 
vesaeh which Cyrua reatored. Ye akallhave time to cleanae your* 

12 aelvea^ For ye shall not go out with haste, aa ye did out of Egyfit^ 
in a diffident, diatruatful manner^ nor go by flight : for the Lord 
will go before you : and the God of Israel [will be] your rere- 
ward ; he vdll drfend y^ufrom enemiea before and behind.^ 

13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he ahall conduct him* 
aclf in hia office with integrity and wiadom^ he shall be exalted 
and extolled, and be very high ; men and tmgela ahall admire him^ 

14 and Qod ahall exalt him. As many were astonished at thee ;t 
his visage was so marred, more than any man, and his form 
more than the ions of men ; they were aatoniahed to aee auch an 
alteration made in hia countenance by hia aorrowa and aufferinga^ 
and auch a change in hia circumatancea between the multitude fol* 

1 5 lowing him in triumfthy and hia bring crucified. So shall he 
sprinkle many nations, by Jna bloody hia wordy and afiirit, and the 
ordinance ofba/itiam ; the kings shall shut their mouths at him ; 
ahall attend to hia doctrine in an humbUy reverent manner: for 
[that] which had not been told them shall they sec ; and [that] 
which they had not beard shall they consider ; that ia, hia hectv* 
enly doctrine^ auch aa human reaaon could not discover. Thia ia 
alitilied in Rom, xv. 21. to the goapel. 



* Hf re anothfr section Ix'^Ins, whicli contains a ((lotions prophecy of Christy 
the next chapter ; this tlivitlon spoil* the beauty «iid sense of the prophecy, 
t Or, at htm, a^ the Syrliia, Chalde?, and Vulfaff vtrstoni render it. 

V«T.. V. H h 
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REFLECTIONS. 

I . T ^7" ^ '^ ^^^ ^^^ S'^^ tidings of salvation should be receiv* 
V V ed. The gospel brings us news of a greater deliver- 
ance than that of the Jews from Babylon ; a deliverance from the 
captivity of sin and Satan ; a message of peace with God, and the 
prospect of eternal life. We now see heavenly truths clearly, and 
enjoy the favour of God. How thankfully then should these glad 
tidings be received, and how welcome should christian ministers be 
who publish them ! JRom, x. 15. How beautiful are the feet of them 
that fireach the gospel offieace^ and bring glad tidings of good thifig* I 
They should be esteemed highly in love for their work^s sake ; and 
we should earnestly pray that they may be spread over the whole 
world, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of the 
Lord. 

2. We see what is necessary to our being partakers of this salva- 
tion. We must rouse and exert ourselves, put on our strength, en- 
deavour to break the cliains of sin, and regain our liberty. The 
same exhortation is addressed to us that was to Israel, 2 Cor, vi. 17. 
Come out from among them^ and be ye separate^ saith the Lord : touch 
not the unclean thing, and I mil receive you : have no coinmunion vnth 
the unfruitful works of darkness. Let all God's people, especially 
his ministers, be holy ; then shall we enjoy the divine protection, 
be cleansed from all our iniquities, and at lengA see the everlasting 
salvation of our God. 



CHAP. LIIL 

This is a remarkable prophecy of Christ, the most illustrious in all the 
Old Testament ; it describes his sufferings as exactly as if it was a 
history of them. 



1 T T 7" ^ ^ ^^^^ believed our report ? 
VV of the Lord revealed? The ^ 



and to whom is the atTii 
prophet speaking in the 

^name of Christ and his apostles, laments that so few among the 
Jews believed the report of the gospel, or were influenced by those 
miracles which were wrought by the arm or power of God ; and 

I suggests one redson,viz, Christ^ s mean appearance. For he shall 
grow up before him, under the eye and care of God, and in the- 
sight of all the people, as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground ; as a sucker or tender branch, in a thirsty soil, that w, 
from the house of David, which was now sunk into obscurity : he 
hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see him, 
[there is] no beauty that we should desire him ; he hath no ex^ 
traordinary comeliness, no external pomp, nothing to suit the car^ 

I nal expectations of the Jews ; therefore He is despised and 
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ; 
he. shall have a variety of sorrows, and the griefs of his intimate 
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acquaintance bMI be quite JamiHar to him : and we hid as it were 
[our] faces from him ; oryaa in the margin of our bibles, he hid 
aa it were hi* face from us ; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not ; nve treated him vfith contempt and abhorrence ; vtCy 

4 v)ho above all others, shoidd have most esteemed him. Surely he 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows ; he hath healed 
our diseases by his miracles, and borne thefienalty of our sins : yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ; w 
thought him justly punished, as a blasphemer, and considered him 

5 as a monument of divine vengeance. But he [was] wounded for 
our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities : the 
chastisement of our peace [was] upon him : and with his stripes 
we are healed ; our peace was made with God, and we were heal- 
ed of our spiritual disorders, by his sufferings, whereby he made 

6 an atonement for sin, and obtained the holy spirit for us. All we 
like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one to his 
own way ; have followed our sensual and sinful inclinations ; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all ; by the 

7 appointment of God he steered to expiate it. He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, by the weight of his stifferings, and his deep 
and tender sense of them ; though it may be rendered, * it was ex- 
acted of him, and he answered the demarid ;* yet he opened not his 
mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth 
to express any revenge or impatience, to complain of heaven, or 

8 revile hii persecutors. He was taken from prison and from 
judgment ; or, taken away by distress and judgment ; he was dis- 
tressed in judgment, that is, had not a fair trial: and who shall 
declare his generation ? who can describe the wickedness of that 
nation by whom he was crucified ? or, who would ever have thought 
he had been the son of David, who was described in scripture by 
such illustrious characters P* for he was cut off out of the land 
of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death ; he was buried by permission of the Roman governor, near 
the place of execution ; yet with a rich and honourable burial, with 

fine linen and spices, and in a rich man*s sepulchre, Alaft, xw'ii. 57. 
because, or, although, he had done no violence, neither [was any] 

10 deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him ; 
he hath put [him] to grief ; it was a wise and gracious afipoint- 
ment of God ; and he took pleasure in his sufferings, as making an 
atonement for sin : when thou shalt make his soul an offering 
for sin, he shall see [his] seed, he shall prolong [his] days ; he 
shall have many converts, or spiritual children, by whom his 7ia?ne 
and religion shall be kept up, and the pleasure of the Lord, that 
is, the salvation qf souls, which is God*s pleasure, shall prosper 

1 1 in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, [and J shall 
be satisfied ; he^will refect upon the success of his labours and 

• Bp. Lowth tnuulatet the nvtsagc thni ; By an epprcisive judiment he wJi taken off* 
and Wj vumner mf lift -who tujuU deJurt ? 
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9ufferir^i with Joy : by his knowledge, or^ iy the kntmled^ cf 
himy shall my righteous servant histify many ; for he ^hall bear 
12 their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him [a portion] With 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the Strong ; heihaU 
be a Bucceaaful conqueror ^ andy Kke a itrong man artnedj divide hit 
sfioila ; or^ he Bhall divide the sfioiii of the strongs of Bin and Sctan^ 
and lead cafitrvity ca/itive ; because he hath poured out his souU 
cr bloody like a drink offerings unto death : and he was numbered 
Avith the ti-ansgressors ; treated like one of them in his trial and 
death : and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors ; he prayed for his murderers^ and ever Uveth 
to make intercession for transgressors, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T ET us adore the spirit of prophecy, that so plainly described 
JLj the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
How absurd is it to apply this to Jeremiah, or any other suffemr 
but Christ I It is remarkably plain and strong ; it has converted 
Xttany Jews, and some learned Rabbies, when they compared the 
prophecy and the correspondent events ; and also a celebrated infi- 
del of our own country. Let it therefore confirm our faith in the 
gospel, and our steady adherence to Jesus Christ, the Messiah that 
should come. 

2. Let us admire the love of Christ in bearing all the^ sufferings 
for sinful men. In what a variety of awful language are his suffer- 
ings described, aixl how just is the description I How frequently 
are we informed, that he died for our sins, and not {or his own. 
Who, that carefully reads this chapter, can deny the doctrine of 
Christ's sacrifice, and proper expiation ? Let us therefore cherish a 
lively gratitude to him, fvho suffered fir our sins^ the just for the 
unjust, 

3. Let us be careful that we do not reject this Saviour. It was 
strange that the Jews should do it, when they had this prophecy in 
their hands, which so plainly foretold his sufferings. But they did 
it ; and their obstinacy and unbelief confirms our faith ; for here 
that also is plainly foretold. We hear the report of the gospel, and 
have not the same prejudices against it as they had. Let us believe 
it ; and never hide our faces from Christ ; but receive him as the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and the Saviour of the world ; and rather 
suffer any thing, than give up faith in him anda good conscience. 

4. Let us rejoice in the extent of the Redeemer's kingdom, and 
earnestly pray for its increase. Tliis part of the prophecy has like- 
wise been fulfilled : Christ has a numerous seed ; his cause has 
prospered amidst a thousand difficulties ; and shall still prosper, for 
it is God^s pleasure. Let us pray that he may yet see of the travail 
of his soul, and justify multitudes more, even to the ends of the earth, 
and till the end of time ; and may ey^ry one of us be the Redeem- 
er's willing captives now, and his eternal glory and joy ! 
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CHAP. LIV. 

Tke firojihefy having /hretoid the Bt^fferingB of Chrint^ firoceeds to de^ 
Mcribt the g-lory ^nd increase of the church, 

1 O ING, O bairen, thou [that] didst not bear ; break forth into 
l3 stngingi and cry aloud, thou [that] dtdst not travail 't^ith 
child : for more {are] the children of the desolate than the chil- 
dren of the married wife, sadth the Lobd. This is afipUed'dy 
Paul to tke coUing in of the gentHe^ ; they ^haU be more numerottB 
than ever the Jevm were^ thorugh b^re they had not stood in a cavC' 

2 Tumt rekaion to God, Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let 
them stretch forth the contains of thine habittOiona : spare not, 
lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; an atitmon to 
God'» fieo^ 09 formerly itweiling in tents^ ^ohich they are cmlled 

3 itfion to enlarge and strengthen for their nttmeroua clnldren ; For 
thou, my churchy shalt break forth on the right hand and on the 
left, far beyond thy present bounds : and thy seed shall inherit 
the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited ; those 
v/ho know not Godj and are therefore desolate^ shall become wise 

4 tmd holy. Fear not ^ for thou shalt not be ashamed : neither 
be thou confounded ; for thou shalt not be put to shame : for 
thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, thy email beginnings^ 
when in a persecuted atatCj and shiidt not remember the reproach 
of thy widowhood any more ; when thou hadst no covenant rela^ 

5 tion with God, For thy Maker [is] thine hi^^band ; The Lord 
of hosts [is] his name^ he will manifest his qfflction to thre^ though 
he might seem to liave coat thee off; and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Israel ; The God of the whole eaith shall he be called ; 
that is J the God of the whole GtntHeehurch^ as weU as qfthe Jews. 

(b For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved 
in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy 
God ; as a wife put away from her husband for unfaithfulness^ 
who remembering the tenderness of her youthful days^ and seeing 

7 marks of repentance^ receives her again. For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 

ft' In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 

9 the Lord thy Redeemer.* For this [is as] the M'aters of Noah 
unto me : for [as] I have sworn that the waters of Noah should 
no more go over the earth ; so have I sworn that I would not 
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee ; my covenant with Israel is 
equally firm and surcj and I will bring them at length in(o a state 
10 (f favour^ from which they shall never be excluded. For ihp 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but my 
kindness shall not dei>art fi*om thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my^peace be removed, saith thy Lord that hath mercy on thee ; 

* Thin b ^plicable to Ox Jews amidst tbcir dispenion/ and seems to refer to their 
liittu'e codvenion. 
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and the covenant of God shall be as Jink vnth all christians as with 

1 1 the Je%os, O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, [and] not com- 
forted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy 

12 foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of 
agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy .borders, or vtallsy 

13 of pleasant stones.* And all thy children [shall be] taught of 
the Lord ; and great [shall be] the peace of thy children ; an 
explanation of the figurative expressions before used^ and which 
shows that the beauty of the church consists in knowledge^ holiness^ 

U and love. In righteousness shalt thou be established : thou 
shalt be far fix>m oppression ; for thou shalt not fear : and from 
terror ; for it shall not come near thee : thou shalt be delivered 
from thine enemies^ from being overwheltned with trouble^ and even 

I $ from death. Behold, they shall surely gather together, [but] 
not by me : they shall have no commission from me^as the church* s 
enemies sometimes have : whosoever shall gather together against 
thee shall fall for thy sake, out of the love 1 have for thee^ that isy 

16 shall come sver to thy sidc,\ Behold, I have created the smith 
that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an. in- 
strument for his work ; and I have created the waster to destroy ; 
the metaly the smith, and the instruments made by themy the hands 
that wieldy are all my creatures ; I have an absolute comnuind 

17 over them, and they can do no more than I permit. No weapon 
that is formed against thbe shall prosper ; and every tongue 
[that] shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn ; 
whether they attempt thy destruction by forcible assaults^ or inju' 
rious calumniesj I will plead thy cau^Cj and undertake to justify 
thef. This [is] the heritage of the servants of the LoiD, and 
their righteousness [is] of me, saith the Lord. 

REFLECTIONS. 

,1. ^THHE accession of the gentiles to the church claims our 
JL praise. We have reason to bless God for the gospKfl ; 
that it extends to the gentiles ; that it hath spread so wonderfully 
on the right hand and on the left ; that many nations, once igno- 
rant and barbarous, and our own in particular, are brought into cov- 
enant with God. Here the name of Christ is known, and pure re- 
ligion set up. We have reason to sing for joy, that God hath so 
remarkably favoured us ; and should pray that he may soon appear 
as the Lord of the whole earth, 

2. God's gracious declarations concerning his church in general, 
are applicable to every true christian. They are often in an af- 
flicted state \ God seems to forsake them ; but it is but for a moment ; 

• Th^e •erse* r^picsent the church at a company of mariners toued on the ocean. 
»nd aft-rward conducted to a haven of rest and joy, ai much superior to any prefiriit >ccne, 
a» the city here d-scribed would be to any thing the ere of m^n ever saw. This is ap« 
plicablf to the prosperity of the R<>9pel church, which is built on the fcmndatiou of the 
p ophets and the apostles, Jesos Chk-ist himself being the chief corner stoae. 

t DoJJridgt and L(nvth. 
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his wrath is comparatively little, to what they deserve. Observe 
the beautiful and comfortable opposition : his wrath is little, but his 
mercy great ; desertion is but for a small moment, but his kindness 
everlasting. His covenant continues firm, and reaches througli 
eternity. How wonderful is the goodness of God to his people I 
What reason have they to trust him in the darkest scenes, and un- 
der every affliction ! being sensible, that these Hght afflictions^ which 
are but for a moment ^ shall work out for them afar more exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory, 

3. We see of how much importance it is that we be thankful for, 
and hearken to, divine teaching. We enjoy the means of instruc- 
tion ; but that is not all. Our Lord remarks, John vi. 45. It ia 
vnritten in the firofiheta^ And they shall be all taught of God ; apply- 
ing this prophecy to the influences of divipe grace. We are in- 
structed to know God, are the children of christian parents, who 
exceed in knowledge the wisest heathen philosophers. But, beside 
this, we have a divine teaching, by which the mind is enlightened 
and opened, guided in the intricacies of life, and directed in the way 
of duty and happiness. No labours of ministers, no pains of our 
own in reading or hearing, will do without this. Let none despise 
it ; let all value it, and seek it earnestly for themselves and their 
children, as they desire to obtain great and everlasting' peace. 

4. God's universal dominion is a great satisfaction and comfort 
to his people, therefore it should be oflen reflected upon ; especially 
in times of war and desolation. It is he who gives sagacity to dis- 
cover miles of coal, to temper metals, to form swords, and other 
instruments of destruction ; he created the wasters to destroy * (a 
fine idea of gentlemen soldiers I) God gives them their strength 
and resolution, and therefore can easily restrain or confound them. 
It is pleasant amidst the commotions oT the world, to think that all 
nature is under God's control ; that he overrules all ; will secure 
the interest of his church amidst national desolations ; and that n9 
loeafion formed against it shall {irosfier. 



CHAP. LV. 

Tfds chafiter contains the substance of the covenant (f grace ; and 
gives merciful encouragement to sinners to return to God. It be- 
gins with a firoclamation to this fiurfiose. 

1 TTO% every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
XX he that hath no money : come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price ; 
watery wine^ and milky are emblems of spiritual blesainga ; thae 
are offered to those who thirsty that isy who earnestly desire them^ 
without money or firrce : a sense of their fiov^rty and unworfhi- 
nesSf is all that God demands^ though the blessings are infivifdy 

2 above allfirice. Wherefore do ye spend money for [that wiiich 
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is] not bread ? and your labour fbr [that whicli} satisfieth not ? 
that isj about the Ihinga of this worlds in vfhioh there U no 9oUdy 
huting hafifuntM to be found : hearken diligently unto me^ and 
eat ye [that which it] good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatnesS) and ye shall obtain what nviB satisfy and delight youy the 

3 true knowledge of God and eternal hafi/Uneas,* Incline your 
ear, and come unto me : hear, and your soul shall live, s/tirit^ 
ually atid ha/ifiily^ and I will make an evertasting covenant with 
you J [even] the sure mercies of David ; that is^ tl.e mercies that 
were ftromisedto Davidy which he set suck a value upon^ and which 
are given in Christy the son (f David ; procured by his deathy and 

4 made sure by his covenant to all that believe. Behold, I have 
given him [for] a witness ^ God*s mercy and faithfulness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people ; a prince and 
a lawgiver^ to whose authority and commands all are 4o be subject, 

$ Behold, thou shah call a nation [that] thou ktiowest not, and 
nations [that] knew not thee, that isj the gentile nations^ shall 
run unto thee because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Israel ; for he hath glorified thee, by enabling thee to 
work miracles^ raising thee from the dead^ and setting thee at his 

$ right hand. Seek ye the Load while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near ; before the time come when he will 

Y not regard you : Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; a little external reformation is not 
sufficient ; let him entirely abandon his wicked ways^ and his tut* 
righteous thoughts t and let him return unto the Lok4| as his su- 
preme ruler and goody and he will have mercy upon him ; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon ; he wiU multiply fmr* 
donsy though his sins are ever so many and aggravating. 

8 For my thoughts [are] not your thoughts, neither [are] your 

9 ways my ways, saith the Lord. For, [as] the heavens are 
higher than the earth, 'SO are my ways higher than your wayst 
and my thoughts than your thoughts ; men are not ready to fbr* 
givcf especidlly repeated offences ; but my ways of faithfulness 
and mercy are quite above your comprehension^ and infinitely be* 

10 yond what you had any reason to expect. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and retumeth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, ./or a crop another year^ and bread te 

\ 1 the eater, for a present supply : So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth : it shall not return unfo me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper [in the 
thing], whereto Isent it ; it shall not be wholly without effect ^ and 

\2 all its promises shall be amply fulfilled. For ye. shall go out with 
joy, apd be led forth with peace ; ye shall be brought from a state 
of ignorance J sin, and mhery^ and proceed in religion with pleasure : 
the mountains and the hills sliall break forth before you into singing 
and all the trees of the field shall clap [their] hands ; a face (fde* 

• Thin vrrte Is an emphatic^l-form of speech ; incimatins that men tak« niort paiiit 
%l»out the worldw than b«aTrn 'nvouU «ost (heiii. 
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bght and joy Mhall spread over the creation^ and erven insensible 
13 nature seem to rejoice. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
trcci and instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree ; iAose 
vf/io be/ore were mid and troublesome shall become good and use-^ 
fiU : and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting 
sign [that] shalL not be cut off ; all shall redound to the glory ^ 
Godj and they shall be the eternal monuments of his grace. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T ET us adore God for the riches and freedom of gospel 
■ ^ grace. Under the beautiful images of water, wine, and 
milk, the most valuable blessings are offered ; offered upon the 
most easy terms, and offered to alL There is enough to supply 
every want, and satisfy every desire. An everlasting covenant is 
proposed, and sure mercies ; blessings quite suited to our needy, 
helpless state are promised. How admirable is the grace that 
freely offers them ! and what folly is it in men to neglect them ! 
to refuse solid satisfaction and everlasting good, and pursue that 
which can never satisfy ! May we be wise ; and labour not for t/ie 
meat which fierishethy but for that which endureth to eternal life. 

2. Let us consider the Lord Jesus Christ as a witness^ a leader^ 
and a commander. He came to bear witness to the truth ; and it 
becomes us to receive his doctrine, as worthy of all acceptation. He 
confirmed it by his miracles and death. Let us then obey his com^ 
mands, aA^ follow his steps ; he will then guide us in the way of 
peace ana happiness, and conduct us to everlasting glory. 

3. Let sinners hearken to these gracious calls to repentance, and 
comply with them. We have here a most instructive view of the 
nature of repentance ; it is to forsake every evil way^ to fiut away all 
evil thoughts^ and cleanse the heart from wickedness. It is to return 
to the Lordy as our rightful owner and sovereign good ; then he 
will forgive us ; we shall find the noblest satisfaction and pleasure 
in his good ways ; and be led to eternal happiness. But let sinners 
return immediately, and seek the Lord while he may be found ; for it 
may soon be loo late, and the day of grace and hope may be ex- 
pired. 

4. Let us encourage ourselves in that gradous promise concern- 
ing the word of God in v. 10, U. We see the happy effects of 
snow and rain. We have already seen some of these promises 
fulfilled, in the incarnation, death and resurrection of Christ, and 
the spread of his gospel among the gentiles. All God's other 
promises shall be accomplished, and his word have its intended ef- 
fect. This is a great encouragement to ministers amidst their 
many discouragements, that some good shall be produced by their 
labours* and the word be a savour of life to some souls. If we de- 
sire that it should be so to ours, let us see that we value it, diligently 
attend to it, and receive it into good and honest hearts. And may 
God multiply the seed sown^ and increase the fruits of righteous- 
ness in us all> to his glory and our eternal joy. 

Vol. V. I i 
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CHAP. LVI. 

Begins %vi(h an exhortation to Goifs fieo/ile to /ire/tare for that great 
deliverance firo/ihesied of in the foregoing chaf iters, 

\ fTHHUS saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice 2 

JL for my salvation [is] near to come, and my righteousness 

to be revealed ; observe all my laws and comniandmentSyfor that 

dis/iensalion is near to be introduced,^ which contains the brightest 

2 disfilay of my justiceyfaithfulness^ and goodness. Blessed [is] the 
man [that] doeth thjs, and the son of man [that] layeth hold 
on it, that acu with steadiness and resolulioti in religioiui that 
keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his l>and from 
doing any evil ; that does nothing unlawful on the sabbath day, 

3 nor neglects any of the firofier duties of U, Neither Jet the son 
of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Loud, that isf 
any strangers that might choose to go with the Jews from Babylon^ 
and become firoselytes to the worslti/i of the true Gody «peak, say- 
ing, The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people : nei* 
ther let the eunuch say, Behold, I [ati5] a dry tree ; / have no 

4 offsjiring to be admitted into the covenant. For thus saith the 
Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choosfe [the 
things] that please me, and lake hold of my covenant ; who 
accrfU the offers and comjdy with the terms qfity and who have truly 

5 fiious disfioHtions ; Even unto them will I give in mine liouse 
and within ray walls a place and a name better th^ of sons 
and of daughters : I will give them an everlasting name, that 
shall not be cut off ; / will give them s/dritual blcssingSy great 
honour and comfort there, and a name that shtdl not be cut offy 

6 as that of the most numerous families may be,* Also the sons of 
the stranger, the heathen, that join themselves to the Lord, to 
serve him^ and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, 
to become firoselytes, every one that keepeth the sabbath from 

7 polluting it, and takelh hold of my covenant ; Even them will I 
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house 
of prayer : their burnt offerings and their sacrifices [shall be] 
accepted upon mine allar ; for mine house shall be called an 
house of prayer for all people ; their sacrifices shall be accefited, 
and they shall enjoy great delight in their a/i/iroaches to God, The 
filace of worshifi being called a house of firayery and not sacrifice, 
and being said to be for all fieofile, intimates that this refers to the 
admittance of Gentiles into the gos/icl church, on the ^ame terms as 

8 the believing Jews, The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts 
of Israel saith, Yet will I gather [others] to him, beside those 
tliat are gathered unto him ; the Gentiles as well as Jews, that w, 
many more Gentiles shall join with them after the captivity, 

• Some of the captive Jews, who were in these circnmatajices, h^ need of this conscla- 
tioM when they came buck to thtir own country ; for thty were ricprlved by the bw of being 
firiesu and in iK'S^rat^ i}^ niu«r' therefore huye been gre«C ttU'diuial and piety in them to 
leave thi Persian court, in v,UiJi some of ihcni had Ik en prtfcrred. But Uj- passage may 
llkcu ijtc i.iiixnatc« tiut ihtra wwuld be nouc of these rcitiictiuns under ihc £OS}hL 
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9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, [yea,] all ye beasts 

10 in the forest.* His watchmen [are] blind : they [are] all igno- 
rant, they [are] all dumb dogs, they cannot bark to avjoken t^e 
shefiherdsy or drive away the wolves ; they neither re/trove nqr 

forewarn sinners ; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumbef . 

1 1 Yea, [they are] greedy dogs [which] can never have endligh, 
insatiable in their covetousness^ and they [are] shepherds [that] 
cannot understand, that take no fiains to understand : they all 
look to their own way, seek their own interest cnlyy eveiy one for 
his gain, from his quarter, from /lis employment^ defmrtmcnty or 

12 place of abode. Come ye, [say they,] I will fetch wine, and we 
will fill ourselves with strong drink ; and tomorrow shall be as 
this day, [and] much more abundant ; they not only run into 
excesses themselves^ but tempt others to do so ; covjident of the 
continuance of their prosperity ^ and deriding the threat cnings of the 
propht ts, , ^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. ^ I ^H E approach of God's salvation is a strong motive to Ijc 
JL holy. The gospel displayed the righteousness of God, or 
his method of justification, and was the glad tidings of salvation ; 
which the Jews were required to prepare themselves for, by doing ' 
justice and judgment. And now that salvation is made known unto 
us, it is our duty to do this ; to be honest and exact in our dealini^s, 
and uprij^ht in our whole deportment, out of gratitude to God for 
the salvation preached to us, and as we desire to partake of it ; es- 
pecially as it is introductory to everlasting salvation. Let us ll.cn- 
fore awake out cf sleepy and be active in God's service, since our sal- 
vation is nearer tfian when we believed, 

2. We see the necessity of a serious and strict regaid to ti.e 
sabbath. Observe what stress is laid upon keeping it. It is indii.- 
pensably required of all proselytes to the Jewish religion ; and of 
all who are joined to the chvistian church ; otherwise they can ex- 
pect no comfort in God's service, nor will their prayers and praises 
be accepted. Let us then never waste any part of that holy time, 
nor neglect any part of the holy work of the day. But we must lay 
hold on this. It requires great resolution to do it, considering how 
many bad examples we have about us, and how many, c\en of those 
who profess religion, act otherwise. This is the way to have the 
blessing of Gpd upon our religious exercises, and upon our daily 
business and comforts. 

5. How gracious is Cod in admitting strangers and Gentiles to 
the privileges of his people ! 7b bring those^ who were once afar oj^, 
///§•//, and take strangers and foreigners to be fellow citizens with the 
saintsy and of the household of God, Let us, who are the desccnd- 

• This ver«el>e^m5 anew pmphccy, which is conilmicd through nome following ch^^prrrs ; 
4e«cHbin]( ihr siiui w\\\t)\ intrcKloccd ihtir c.laiuUics uiul cntkd in tht-ir c^r-tivirv, T h^ 
church in rej'rccnred a% GIkI's ftoik, and ihtir i^nncn iuul piic^ci »« nh^|>hfHl1, i<v witcH 
over, feed. an.I defend if ; bat, ficcause th<y iifgltcrtd thl* /urc, tie wild LtMiU ;.it calld 
uptw to (fevoA' it. 'J u«.ir uft,icct Udtitriuid, •-•. .o, 6.C. 
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ants of strangers to the commonwealth of Israel, bless God for our 
christian privileges, and look upon them as sufficiently equivalent 
for the want or loss of children, or any earthly good. Let us im» 
prove them by a conscientious attendance upon God's house of 
prayer, and by loving and serving him who hath called us to the 
fellowship of the gospel : then we shall experience abundant satis- 
faction and joy In all our approaches to God. 

4. How miserable is the state of a people whose shepherds de« 
serve the character which is here given of those of Israel. When 
princes, magistrates, and ministers, are ignorant, idle, greedy, cow- 
ardly, and sottish, they not only do not answer the ends of their 
office, but are a reproach to it, corrupt others by their ill examples, 
and encourage wickedness by suffering it to go unpunished and un« 
reproved. Let us earnestly pray, that God would preserve our 
country and churches from such detestable men ; and Uiat he 
would engage all magistrates to be a terror to eviidoersy and all min- 
isters to Vfatckfor 90uU^ as they that mu9t j^ive an account. 



CHAP. LVII. 

The firofihet in thi§ chaftter goes on to reftrove the Jews for their sins^ 
esfieciaUy their idolatry ; and begins with observing^ how unafftcted 
they were under the loss of good meuj alluding perhaps is the death 
of Hezekiah or Josiak, # 

1 ^T*HE righteous perisheth, and no man layeth [it] to heart : 

JL and merciful men [are] taken away, none considering that 
the righteous is taken away from the evil [to come,] and that U 

2 is a token that judgments are coming upon the land. He shall 
enter into peace, or^ go in peace : they shall rest in their beds, 
[each one] walking [in] his uprightness ; or^ they shall rest in 
their beds who have walked in uprightness. 

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the 
adulterer and the whore ; ye prethid to be the seed ofMraham^ 

4 but are idolaters^ and the children of idolaters. Against whorti 
do ye sport yourselves ? against whom make ye a wide mouth, 
.[and] draw out the tongue ? ridiculing God's servants^ especially 

his prophets ; making wry mouths^ and hanging out your tongues 
to insult them : [are] ye not children of transgression, a seed of 

5 falsehood, o**, a false seed ? Inflaming yourselves with idols un- 
der every green tree, slaying the children in the valUes under 

6 the clifls of the rocks ? Among the smooth [stones] of the 
stream [is] thy portion ; they, they [arc] thy lot : even to them 
hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a meat of- 
fering ; you have erected pillars to idols, and put them up in groves 
and by riversy bring quite given up to superstition and idolatry. 
Should I receive comfort i» these ? in such a people^ and from 

7 such services as these ? Upon a lofty and high mountain hast 
thou set thy bed ; thou hast built thy temples and altars for idols 
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ufion high filacet : even thither wcntest thou up to offer sacrifice. 

8 Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy remem- 
brance, thy domestic idols : for thou hast discovered [thyself to 
another] than me, and art gone up ; that /«, leaving me, thou 
art gone ufi into an adulterous bed ; thou hast enlarged thy bed, 
and made thee [a covenant] with them ; thou lovedst their bed 
where tiiou sawest it ; thou hast multifilicd thine idols and altars, 

9 aHd taken fiattem by the idols of others. And thou wentest to the 
king with ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst 
send thy messengers far off, and didst debase [thyself even] unto 
hell ; thou hast sent presents to the kings of Assyria and Egyfu^ in 

10 the most mean and abject manner. Thou art wearied in the 
greatness of thy way ; [yet] saidst thou not, There is no hope ; 
courting one ally after another, yet vfilt not own that it is in vain : 
thou hast found the life of thinfc hand ; therefore thou wast not 
grieved ; thou hast found out a way of fireserving thy life for the 
present, and therefore hast rested in that, without considering that 

1 1 it will be upon the whole ruinous to thee^ And of whom hast thou 
been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remem-* 
bered me, nor laid [it] to thy heart ? why h^ut thou Seen a/raid 
of injury Jrom idols and idolatrous kings, and proved false to me ? 
have not I held my peace even of old, forbearing to punish^ and 
treating thee with the utmost tenderness, and thou fearest me not ? 

12 but hast sluxmefuUy abused my patience and goodness, I will de- 
clare thy righteousness, and thy works ; make it evidently appear^ 
by nty righteous judgments upon thee, that they are very different 

from thy own conceit of them : for they shall not profit thee, but 

13 prove thy ruin. When thou criest, let thy compafiies^ jl^ idols 
or allies, deliver thee ; but the wind shall carry Ihem ijl away ; 
vanity shall take [them :] but he that putteth his trust in me 
shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain ; he 

14 shall continue in the land, or returii from captivity; And shall 
say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stum- 
bling block out of the way of my people ; all impediments shall 
be removed, and a way be made for their safe and honourable re^ 

15 turn. For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name [is] Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy 
[place,] with him also [that is] of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart pf the 
contrite on*s ; to afford them support and comfort in all their dif 

1 6 fcuUies and afflictions. For I will not contend for ever, neither 

will I be always wroth : for the spirit should fail before me, and 
the souls [which] I have made, lest they should grow impatient, 
arid their affliction should become insupportable, and I should onlg 

\7 destroy my creatures. For the iniquity of his covetousness was 
I wroth, and smote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went 

1 8 on frowardly in the way of his heart.* I have seen his ways, 

• CovetOTWness was a prevailinff sin Fn Israel, therefore tKejr were afflicted, but jr«-cw 
worse nuh«r than better by the correction. Yet God would have couip^asioo upon them, out 
tkt regard to the few good men that were among them. 
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and will heal him : I will lead him also, and restore comforts 
unto him and to his mourners ; that isy to those who mourn for 
sin and the desolations of their /and, which were the effects qf it, 

1 9 I create the fruit of the lips ; Peace, peace to [him that is] far 
ofT, and [to him that is] near, saith the Lord ; and 1 will heal 
him ; I will give occasion for joy and firaise to the fiious Jews in 

20 e^'cry filace, and heal all their grievances. But the wicked [are] 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt ; their gmlty conscience shall be a constant source of 
unfapinessy like the troubled sea, which can never resty and which, 
thoui^h it may sometimes afifiear clear on the surface, hath a thick 
sediment at the bottom^ which is worked up when storms and tern- 

2 1 ftesfs arise, and is all filth and confusdon. [There is] no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked ; whatever external /iros/ieriiy they 
enjrni^ and (hough they may fiartake ever so largely of the temjiorai 
bltsifings of my fieo/ile, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I . T T is displeasing to God when the death of his servants is not 
A laid to heart. They must die as well as others ; sometimes 
he takes away many of them nearly together ; and it is a bad omen 
to the public, a sign of God's displeasure, and that judgments are 
roming. The loss is very great to the public, as well as to their 
families. Not to lament it, and take ^^aming by it, shows that men 
arc insensible of the importance of religion, and unconcerned about 
it ; that they are destitute of zeal for the glory of God, and the in- 
terest of the church. When God is exercising us with such scenes, 
•k^t us be humble under his mighty hand ; lament the public loss ; 
be more zealous to make it up ; and earnestly pray. Help, Lord for. 
the godly nvtn ceaseth. 

2. When sinners contemn God, when they despise his laws, af- 
front his messengers, or neglect his institutions, they forget what a 
great and awful Being he is ; that he is possessed of almighty power 
and inflexible justice ; they tfunk him altogether such a one as them^ ' 
selves. But they will find, that the Lord, whom they provoke to 
aiiger, is stronger than they ; and that it is a fearful thing to fall into 
'ihe hands of lite hv'mg God, 
' :^, There is great reason to lament the obstinacy of sinners in an 
evil way. The conduct of these idolaters is very like the conduct of 
wicked men in general. They follow after happiness in this or the 
other creature enjoyment ; are wearied in the greatness of their way ; 
are always disappointed, yet will not give out, they will try Some 
olhcT. They take unwearied pains to gratify their lusts ; and, be- 
cause it gives tlicm some present pleasure, they never think of the 
consequence, ami ihat in the mean time they are dishonouring their 
rational natures, and debasing themselves even to hell. They had 
rat her displease God than man, and be exposed to his vengeance, 
il;an r.ccivc and improve his mercies. But when trouble and death 
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come upon them^ it will be in vain to cry to their companions, all 
will end in disappointment, anguish, and despair. 

4. Let us adore the condescension of God, in his regard to hum- 
ble and contrite souls. What a noble description is here of God ! 
as the eternal Being, v)ho only hath immortality ; who is inBnitely 
holy, and exalted above all creatures, and dwells in the glorious 
heavens. Yet he respects and loves the lowly ; visits them with his 
comforts and his fevour ; condescends to their weaknesses, miti- 
gates their afflictions, and gives support under them. He will mt 
contend for ever^ for he knoweth their frame^ he remembereth that they 
are hut dust. Let us then cherish that humble and contrite spirit, 
which God will not despise. 

5. The state of the wicked is a very deplorable one, and what we 
should all most carefully avoid. The wicked Jews, whether in Bab- 
ylon or Jerusalem, are assured that they should have no comfort ; 
and the case is the same now with all the wicked. There is a prin- 
ciple of uneasiness and misery within ; a guilty conscience, turbu- 
lent passions, and fears of future wrath. They are often full of 
terror amidst their greatest mirth and gaiety ; and especially in 
times of alRiction, and in the near views of death. May we then be 
solicitous to be in a state of peace wjth God and our own consciences. 
To repent, and return to him, is the way to obtain it. Let us waik 
the fierfect many and behold the ufiright ; his conscience is easy, his. 
hopes are lively, and his end will be peace. 



CHAP. LVIII. 

This elegant chaftter contains a severe reproof of the Jeivs on fictounr 
of their vices^ and fiartictdarly of their hyfiocrisij in their fasts and 
ceremonial observances. It clearly fioints out their duty^ and gives 
large firomises of hafifiiness and /iros/ierity, 

1 /^ R Y aloud, O my ftrofihet^ spare not, lift up thy voice like 
V-i a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and 
the house of Jacob their sins, es/ieciaily in their religious Ti»or- 

2 shi/i. Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my waj s* 
as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance 
of their God : they ask of me the ordinances of justice ; arc 
desirous oj knowing their duty ; they take delight in nppmach- 
ing to God ; in coming to my tem/de and presenting thtir nacri* 

3 fees. Wherefore have we fasted, and performed all other parts 
of external worship^ [say they,] and thou seest not ? [wherefore] 
have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge ? Be- 
hold, the reason isy in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, 
and exact all your labour ; you fnd ':vhcreivith to please yoin - 

A stives^ and yet are rigorous in burdening other ft. Behold, ye fast 
for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness, 
that isy vfith a wicLd fst^ handling the poor Vfith severity : ye 
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shall not fast as [ye do- this] day, if ye tifould have 6od hearycuf 

> Prayer9j and answer them from heaveuy to make your voice to bo 

heard on high, either in clamorous devotions^ or in quarreU 

5 one with another* Is it such a fast that I have chosen ? that I 
ws'il afifirove and accept of? a day for a man to afflict his soul, 
to mortify himself by external abstinence^ [is it] to bow down his 
head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes [under 
him ?] wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to thQ 

6 Lord ? canst thou believe it will be so ? [Is] not this the fast 
that I have chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke ? that is^ cancel those obligations which have 
been extorted in an unjust ynanner^ and loosen those in some nteaS' 
ttrcy where the rigour qf justice would be destructive to the debtor: 

7 [Is it] not to deal thy bread to the hungry, to send food to the 
poor and indigent^ and that thou bring the poor that are cast out, 
or afflicted^ to thy house ? when thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him ; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh, 

t thy own kindred and countrymen ? Then shall thy light, or hap- 
pinessy break forth as the morning, dart itself out as the sun 
through the clouds^ and thine health shall spring; forth speedily ; 
all thy wounds shall be quickly healed : and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rere- 
ward ; his providence shall secure thee from enemies before and 

9 behind. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer ; thou 
shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I [am,] ready to help thee. If 
thou take away from the midst of thee the yoktf, all instruments 
of ff^ession^ the putting forth of the finger in contempty and 

10 sp^Bng vanity, or falsehood ; And [if] thou draw out thy soul, 
thy affections and compassion^ so that thy heart go along with thy 
gifty to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul ; then shall thy 
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness [be] as the noon day : 

1 1 And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul 
in drought, and make fet thy bones ; fill thee with plenty y when 
othihrs are in want : and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and 
like a spring of water, whose waters fail not ; which pours out 

12 its streams to all that want and come to receive them. And [they 
that shall be] of thee, thy remnant cr posterityy shall build the 
old waste places ; the temple and city^ that the enemies had destroy » 
ed : thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations ; 
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach. The re- 
storer of paths to dwell in ; thou shalt build new townSy enlarge 
old ones ; those parts of the country that arc desolatCy and the 
paths overgrowny shall be restoredy and fortified places built up 

13 and refiaired. If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath,* 
and [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day ; and call the 
sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable ; and shalt 
hpnour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding tliine own 

* This expretslon isukea from trampling under foot that which we disresard* 
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pleasure) 6r^ making it a day qf dtverdon^ nor speaking [thine 
own] wordS) but the whole of thy tUscourse he suitable to the hoU* 
U neae of the day : Then skalt thou delight thyself in the LoRn» 
have true delight in the tabbath ; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, thou ahalt make foreign can» 
gueetsj^ and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father ^ for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoke [it.] 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T T is the duty of ministers to represent to their people their 
X sin and danger. This is always proper to be done, for, without 
it, communities will probably be injured, and souls will certainly be 
lost : but it is especially so in times of public danger. Then God 
has particularly commanded it ; and they may hope to be heard 
with particuku* attention. They are neither to spare themselves 
nor their people ; but to show them their transgression and sin 
with /great plainness, that all may understand it ; with great serious- 
ness and eam^tness, and with tender compassion, as proceeding 
from real love to their souls. May all ministers haie wisdom and 
courage to do so ; and all their people lend an obedient and atten- 
tive ear. 

2. We here see how fer hypocrites may go in external services. 
They may seek God daily, express some delight and satisfaction in 
attending his service ; they may ask the way of duty, and take a 
pride in bringing their sacrifices to his temple ; yet indulge them- 
selves in sensual pleasures, lay heavy burdens upon others, have 
strife and deceit among themselves, and smite with thejiat qfwick* 
edncM. All their pompous services are nothing but outward show, 
to make their voice to be heard on high^ and can never be pleasing to 
that God who searches the heart, and requires truth in the inward 
parts. To all such God will say, Bring no more vain oblations ; 
your cffetinga and sacrifices are an abomination to me. It is not cer- 
emonial observances, nor hanging the head like a bulrush, nor walk- 
ing in sackcloth and ashes, but justice and charity that make 
our services acceptable to God ; to remove heavy burdens^ let the 
ofiftressed go/recj break every yoke^ deal bread to the hungry^ clothe 
the nakedy and visit the sick and afflicted. Then diaU we be happy 
in ourselves, acceptable to God, and he will surround us with his 
Javour as with a shield : then shall our pjayers be heard ; and w^en 
we call God shall answer. Here ami; a firesent helft in every time 
of need. Reformation and goodness is the way to comfort and hap* 
piness. 

3. See the honour and happiness of God's faithful servants. 
Their souls are drawn out to God in devotion and love, and drawn 
out to the poor in compassion and tender affection ; and therefore 
God will pour down his choicest blessings upon them, light shall 

* TUs mar •ignifr* Thoo shak —t thy cooncry delUsred from thr eneAies, aoi libsm 
)Uttk CO forth oo honct or chariots to tee the IbnUkatteot •nce^oncMcd ^ ihcA- 

- Vol. V. K k 
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me upon them in <3afkness ; God wiH guide them continually, tat- 
irfy their souls, while others are in want, make Ihem as a watered 
garden, Bourishing and fruitful. They and their ^milies shall be 
blessed through many generations, and repair the breaches that sin 
and death have beeo makinjif in the church and world. Happy 
they who are in sudi a case I yea, thrice happy they vfhose God 
U the Lord, 

4. We have here another powerful motive to regard the sabbath. 
If we remember the tabbcth day to kee/t it b$b/y lay aside our busi- 
ness and pleasure, coil it a delight ^ the holy of the Lord^ honourabUy 
and AoTtdur khn^ not finding ottr own fiiauuretj nor wfteaktng our ^wn 
viordi : then it is promised, thou nhalt deHght ihysellfiM the Lard; 
enjoy the highest pleasures in communion with him and a sense 
of bis favour. Gkxi will brmg suck to his holy mountain, mate them 
j^xful in hit house offirayer^ and their $Qcrificea shaU be aixeftted ufum 
Mm mltar. Let this engage us to a strict observance of the sabbath, 
as one of die best preservatives of the power of religion in the sov^ 
and as the most likely means to secure dvc divine blessing on /xhT" 
selves, our families, and all our comforts. Hypocrites may keep 
solemn days of fasting ; but none but sincere and pious souls will 
cemttantly kee/t the •abbath from fiottuting it. 



CHAP. LIX, 

The Israelites hmnng questioned God^s fiovfer and goodness^ bemuse 
he had not regarded their fastings and firayers^ the profihet /tro' 
ceeds further to show them the cause (fit, 

1 T> EHOLD, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
Xj save, his iionvtr is not weakened ; neither his ear heavy, 
thttt it cannot hear your firayers^ those in particular which you 
offer on your ,fitst days : it is not from any inalnlity or disinciina" 

S tron on his /tarty that you are not delivered ; But the true reason 
of your /iresent calamities isy Mar your iniquities have separated 

-. between you and your God, and your sins have hid [his] face, 
that iSy his fkvoutable regard^ from you, that he will not hear. 

3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with 
iniquity ; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath mutter- 

. ed perverseness ; you are guilty sf murder^ thefts and slander, 

A None calleth for justice, nor [any] pleadeth for truth : they 
trust in vanity and speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and bring 
forth iniquity ; there is none to es/iouse the cause of justice and 

5 truth. They hatch cockatrice eggs, or, the eggs tfthe basiUskf 
and weave the spider's web, (which is un/irq/itablrj in order to 
deceive and entangle others : he that eatelh of their eggs dieth, 
he that hath arty dealing with them is sure to suffer by it^ and that 

- ifhich is crushed brcaketh out into a mpcr ; instead of a fine 

6 fowl there cqirqs out a ser/ient which he dares not touch. Their 
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webs shall not Income f^trmeiitt, ndtk^r thftll they cover them* 
selves with their works : their works [sre] works of iniquity, 
and the act of violence [is in] their hands ; tkeir deaigm shall 

f not come to fierfectiw^ nor do them am/ good. Their feet run to 
evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood : their thoughts 
[are] thoughts of iniquity ; wasting and destruction [are] in 
their paths ; they art eager and inttiit ufion all their echemea of 

a violence and nuochief. The way of peace they know not, have 
not regarded^ and [there is] no judgment, no reafiect to justice or 
rights in their goings : they have made them crooked paths : 

9 whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. Therefore is 
judgment far from us ; neither doth justice ovettake us : \^ e 
wait for light, but behold obscurity ; for brightness, [but] we 
walk in darkness ; we evffer oftfireeaion from our enemies abroad^ 
andffom, tyranny at homey and all out exfi^ctations are disaf^^oznt- 

10 ed. We grope for the waH like the blind, and we grope, or 
vnndery as if [we had] no eyes : we stumble at noon day as in 
the Bight ; [we are] in desolate places as dead [men ;] all our 
achemea are confbundedj our connctla infatuated^ and vte^are ^uxte 

1 1 nmkinto tUafmr. Wc roar all like bears, and mourn Sore like 
doves ; the aorrovofaome ia noiay^ and ofothera ailmfy or aecret : 
we look for judgment, but [there is] none ; for salvation, [but] 

\% it is fiir off trom us. For our transgressions are multiplied be- 
fore thee, and our sins testify against us a for our transgressions 
[are] with us ; and [as for] our iniquities, we know them ; our 

13 o>am conaciencea give fill evidence againat k? ; In transgressing 
and lying against the Lord, and departing away ft-om our God, 
speaking oppression atid revolt, conceiving and uttering from 
the heart words of falsehood ; v*e have been guilty of false judg* 

1 4 ment and ofi/iresaion againat meny and of revolting from God, And 
judgment is turned away backward, and justice standetli afar oif ; 
aa if cfraid to enter among auch a wicked crewy where ahc haa met 
with auch oftfioaifion : for truth is fallen in the street, and there 
ia none to raise herufiy and equity cannot enter into any of our 

1 5 courta or fmbUc places. Yea, truth faileth in our awmon con' 
veraation; and he [that] departeth from evil makcth himself a 
prey : and the Lord saw [it,] and it displeased him that [there 
was] no judgment among his own fieofile, 

1 6 And he saw that [there was] no man, and wondered that 
[there was] no intercessor ; that there waa none to attemfit a re- 

formation or even to intercede for the land : therefore his arm 
brought salvation unto him, to Israel ; and his righteousness, it 
sustained him ; his faithfulness carried him throu((h all ofiftosi' 
tzon ; that isy God determined to show that it was hit own go'jd- 
ness in regard to his honour and faithfulness y that led him to infer'' 

17 fiose. For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an hel- 
met of salvation upon his head ; he appeared as a warrior y com' 
pletely armedy against the Chaldeans and other enemies of his 
people : and he put^n the garments of vengeance to their ent- 
mxea [for] clothing, and was clad with zeal for his people as a 
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18 cloak. Accordiiie to [their] deedt^ aocor^ngly he will rcpart 
fiirf to his adTertarieS} recompenae to his enemies ; to the isl- 
ands he will repay recompense ; he wiU bring judgment* on the 

19 eountry that o/tfUrcMed and injured hu/iecfile.* So shall they fear 
the name of the Lord from the west, «nd his glory from >tbe 
rising of the snn i many shail he bnmght to the knowiedge^ and 

fear qf God, When the enemy shall come in like a floods the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift np a standard against him ; i/new 
enemies ehouid come^ like an inundation which threatens to bear 
dovm all before U^ God by some secret powetful method wilt over* 
come them. 

But this is only an earnest tfwhat God would do for the Jews 
hereafter ; a firomise is added of their conversion to Christianity in 

SO the latter day^ for so St. Paul expounds it^ Rom, ii. 36. And the 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord ; Christ shall come for the 
reliefs de&verance^ and salvation of all that will believe in and obey 

31 him. As for me, this [is] my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord ; My spirit that [is] upon thee, and my words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 4(K>uth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever ; Christ shall 
not only have a transient triumfihy or work out a temporal deliver - 
ance^ but establish the Jews in God*s covenant again^ in which they 
shall continue to the end qf the world ; teaching them by his word 
and sfdrity and rendering them effectual on multitudes from one 
generation to another^ even to the end of time : the Jewsy when 
muiontdly converted^ shall ruver revolt from God any more. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. *\1CT E here see the source of national calamities, and what 
V V stops the currept of divine fiivour^ ; and that is, iniquity. 
God is still powerful, wise, and good ; able to restore our peace, to 
help us against our enemies, and to answer our prayers to their fullest 
extent. But sin 'separateid>cftween him and us ; hinders our prayers 
from being acceptable to him) and intercepts his mercies when com- 
ing to us. We see how displeasing national degeneracy, and the 
want of piety, justice, and charity, are to him. That it is not only 
murder, theft, oppression, and false witness, that displease him ; 
but also lying, slander, muttering perverseness, and walking in any 
of the crook^ ways of sin. God sees all this, and it displeases him. 
This occasions disappointment, confusion, and mourning. It is in 
vain to pray, unless we do our part to reform. Let every one of us 
in his private character, and as members of society, remember, that 
if we regard iniquity in our hearts the Lord will not hear us. 

* Bp. Lowth tnmilatet tKe Terae iSboA ; H^i mizkty u recombmte ; ht that is mighty t$ 
t$c%mp€mi» 'mill reqtdt* vrath !• hit Mdvtnarits, r t c o mpms€ t§ his enemies, f« tht aistant 
cMssis a rtctmpmt* viiU ht r^idtt. 
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3. Those who frame wicked designs, are not likely to find satis* 
Suction in them. Here is a beautiful deacription of the folly of sin- 
ners. They weave upidert^ web9y and hatch vifier** €gg9 ; their 
schemes are disappointed, their wickedness discovered, their fraud 
revealed, their character and honour lost. Or, if they succeed, 
their spiders' webs will not cover them ; there is no solid satisfac- 
tion to be had in them \ their waya are not ways of peace. Hap- 
py are they who are not walking in sinful ways, and k^Mie no con- 
nection or acquaintance with those that are ! 

3. Let us rejoice in the mighty power of God, which, is able to 
overcome all opposition. If he puts on his armour, no enemy can 
atand before him. When the state of our country is so degenerate 
and melancholy, and our prospects dark, let us still hope in him. 
When enemies come in like a flood, he can raisp up a standard 
against them, and bring them down at once. Be it a. torrent of 
error, or vice, or misery, he can restrain it. Let the thought en- 
courage us in our spiritual warfare ; and let us go forth in an hum- 
ble dependence on the spirit of the Lord. 

4. Amidst all our national alarms and fears, let us still rejoice in 
the security of the church. Whatever becomes of us and our 
country, that shall continue ; and this is a great comfort to a pious 
mind. There is a day coming when the poor dispersed, despised^ 
and persecuted Jews shall be converted and restored, and the word 
and spirit of God shall be given to them, and continue with them 
for ever. Let us rejmce that we have this word and spirit, and be 
careful to improve the as-sistance of both. Let us pray and hope 
that they may be continued to our seed, aiyl to our seed's seed. But 
we should remember, that if -we desire Ohrist should be our Re- 
deemer, we must turn from transgression ; for he vhu sent to bless 
us by turning us Jrom our iniquities ; without that, we shall perish 
in them. 



CHAP. LX. 

TTds chapter is a prophecy of the glorious stUe of the gospel churchy 
especially in the latter day^ when Jews and Gentiles shall be con-' 
verted, 

1 \ RISE,y9-om obscurity^ shine ; for thy light is come, and 
XjL the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee ; shine forth thy- 

2 self and enlighten others. For, behold, the darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness the people ; the Gentiles shall be 
grossly ignorant J and the Jews blinded by the strongest prejudices : 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 

3 upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising ; the conversion of the Jews shall 

A be a means of spreading Christianity among the Gentiles. Lift up 
thine eyes round about, and see : all they gather themselves 
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together, they come to thee : thy sons ^i^ eome from &r, mod 
thy daughters shall be taursed at [thy] side ; there 9hail be nu- 

5 merous ctmveris added to the christian church. Then thou shaft 
see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarg- 
ed ; thou Mhalt/eel a tumult qfconfiicting ftaworu ;* because the 
abundance of the sea shaU be converted unto thee, thy conuerew 
thali come from beyond the ««r, the forces of the Gentiles shall 
come unto thee, their zeal shaU be employed to ftrom<ae the cause 

6 o/Chri8ty\ The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the drome- 
daries of Midian and Ephah ; ail they from ShdMi shall come : 
they shall bring gold and incense ; and they shall show forth the 
praises of the Lord ; the gentiles becoming members of the churchy 
shall consecrate themsetoes and aU they have to the service (^ Christ 
and his churchy andsufiftly thee according to their several abilities, 

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the 
rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they shall come up 
with acceptance on mine altar, the tribute %f firaise shall be ac- 
ce/i table to mcy and I will glorify the house of my glory, make 

9 my church glorious by this access of the gentiles to it. Who [are] 
these [that] fly at a cloud, and a» the doves to their windows, 

9 who come in crouds wth great eagerness and sfieed ? Surety the 
isles shall wait for me, be ready to receive the gosftelj and the 
ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver 
and their gold with them^ unto the name of the Lord thy G.od, 
and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their 
*kings shall minister unto thee ; the kings of the heathens shall 

become christians^ and bring theiP vtealth to the church : for m my 
wrath I smote thee, but in my fa^'our have I had mercy en thee. 

1 1 Therefore thy gates shall be open continually ; they shall not 
be shut day nor night : that [men] may bring unto thee the 
forces of the gentiles, and [that] their kings [may be] brought ; 
intimating the peace and security of the churchy and the vast ac^ 

12 cession of converts to it. For the nation and kingdom that will 
not serve thee shall perish ; yea [those] nations shall be utterly 

1 3 wasted. The glory of Lebanon,/amot/*y&r its cedars^ shall come 
unto thee, the tir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to 
beautify the place of my sanctuary ; and I will make the place 
of my feet glorious ; Jigurative expressions^ intimating that the 
church shall be adorned and perfected by the gifts and graces of its 
members^ their different talents and abilities ; yet^ in all i0 splen^' 

14 dor^ it will be but God's footstool. The Sons also of them th^t 
afflicted thee, shall come bending, unto thee ; and all they that 
despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy 
feet ; the sons of persecutors shall become proselytes ; and they 
shall call thee, The city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One 
of Israel. 

♦ Bp T nwth translate* It, Th<* thatt thou f»ar, mnd 9Pe^fhw nuiffc i*y» <md thy he^rt 
shall he ru^.d end diJjted, 

t ThfHc figures srr ukrn from the Jewish worship. and from muUitndes coming to brln^ 
thtir wcrifice* and iheir weaill* to Jerusalem, by sea and Und. 
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11 Whereas thou hast been sorsaken and hated, ao that no man 

vent thraugh [thee,] I will make thee an eternal excellencvi a 

* joy of fnany generations ; the Jt^9 aLaU httve aom^ pecuUar 

honour aho^ed them by those who had fierce cu$ed or dtafuted ^hem, 

16 Titoci shatt also suck the roilk of the Gentiles, and Shalt suck 
the breast of kings; and thou shalt know that 1 the Lord 
[am] thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob ; 
' I fuUlfmt into the hear la ofprincea such a care for n^ chterchj that 
they ahdll contribute to ite welfare as readily and aa tenderly aa a 
mother aucHea her child ; that ia^ not from political deaigna, tut 

If Jrom a cordial affection. For brass I will bring gold, and for 
iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron ; it 
ahall be aufierior even to Solomon* a temfile : 1 wiH also make thy 
officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness, that ia^ rulera 
' , andgtrvemora ahall be fieaceable and ndld^ juat and righteoua ; or, 
the equity and lave with which all the affair a of the church are car* 

18 ried on, ahall influence their conduct in civil relationa. Violence 
shall no more be heiard in thy land, wastmg nor destruction 
within thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and 
thy gates Praise ; no enemy ahall waste yoft, there ahall bi no civil 
(Haaenaiona ; but thou ahalt aee thyself surrounded with aalvaiion^ 
aa with walUy and give thy gate a such names in memory of merciea 

1§ received, aa ahall remind thee tf praising God for them. The sun 
shaU be no more thy lijght by day ; neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unto thee ; the light of the aun and moon 
ahall be nothing, compared with the light of God'a counter 
nance, and the joy of hia aahation : but the LoUd shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, anrf thy God thy glory ; thy character 
and gracea ahall ahine, and bear a reaemblance of hia lustre ; or, 
thy relation to him, and interest in him, will be thy greateat honour^ 

20 Thy sun? that ia, the preaence of God with thee, shall no more go 
down ; Neither shall thy moon withdraw itself : for the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning 

2 1 shall be ended.* Thy people also [shall be] all righteous : they 
shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the 
work of my hands, that I may be glorified ; they shall be a more 
pure and holy aociety than ever b^orcy and shall ascribe all to Godt 

22 and he ahall be gloHfied in them, A little one shall become a 
thousand, and a small one a strong nation : I the Lord will 
hasten It in his time ; let not my people be diaconraged, becavae 
they are weak and feeble ; the Lord will support and afireud Ida 
gospel^ till all theae great thinga are accomplished, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . 'THH E general lesson here taught, is to adore God for his gos- 

JL pel, and to encourage our hopes and prayers for its support 

and spread. Particularly let us thank him that it has been estab- 

• Some andentand this of tU hravcnlx tvorld, to which thcat phrase* ore applied ia 
the book of Revelations. 
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lished in the earth ; that so many kings are beccmie christians | 
that this land, once covered with gross darloiess, is made light. 
Still it shall spread, and have a more glorious triumph, as all those 
figures, taken from earthly glory and Jewish worship, show. Let 
us long for that day ; and in the mean time shine ourselves in all 
cliristian graces ; and thus ^kow forth the firaUcB of him na»ho hath 
called us out qfdarkneta into hie marveUoue light. 

3. When men become sincere christians, they will readUy con* 
secrate their substance to the Lord. It is intimated in several parts 
of this chapter, that kings and great men, upon embracing the gos* 
pel, shall give their wealth to the church, that is, devote it to acts 
of piety and charity. True religion enlarges the heart, subdues a 
narrow, selfish spirit ; and where men find themselves backward to 
acts of charity, especially to the "souls of men and the support of the 
gospel, they have great reason to fear that they are yet strangere /• 
the grace <rf God. 

3. Those who have a sense of the fiaivour of God, and enjoy the 
tokens of his presence, will be but little concerned about worldly 
things. They can be content and thankful without many of those 
things in which the men of this world place their happiness. The 
light of the sun and moon are as nothing to them, compared with 
the presence and love of God ; they can walk in his light, and be 
happy in his love, when all is dark and gloomy aroiind them : 
and will be completely happy when the sun and moon are no 
more. 

4. God will do every thing great and good for his people in the 
most convenient season. They are apt to be discouraged, to doubt, 
and fear ; but whatever difl&cultief are in the way d^ the church's 
continuance, increase and prosperity, and the happiness of particu- 
lar souls, God the Lord will effect it ; he will do it in his time, 
which is always the best. Therefore let us trust in him ; though 
the ealvation tarry ^ wait for itj for at length it vnll come^ and will not 
tarry. The Lord is a God qf judgment ; and blseeed are all they that 
vfait/or him. 



CHAP. LXI, LXII. 

The beat inter/ireter of scri/iturcy that Uy Christy afi/Uiea the former 
fiart of t/iia chafiter to himself y Luke liiv. 18, 21, aayingf ' Thie 
day ie tide acrifiture fulfilled in your eara* 

I ^ I ^HE Spirit of the Lord God [is] upon me ; because the 
X Lord hath anmnted me, hath aet me apart to the office^ 
by the communicationa of hia a/iirity (aa kinga and prieata are by 
being anointed) to preach good tidings unto the meek, to the poor 
in spirit ; he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, thoae 
who are wounded under a aenae of guilty to proclaim liberty to the 
captives qfainy aafan, and deathy and the opening of the prison, 
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* or^ perfeit Hbtrty^ to {ihtth that trt] botind ; Td pr6daith the 
Atceptabfe y'edr of the LorbI ; the yedr of jubilee^ which was the 
Lord*9 apflomtnient^ and very accefiktbie to the pooty aa debta 
^ete then canceUed^ aiavet retedBed^and rAortgaged eatdtea reatored; 
(Leij\ Hji^, 9.) alid the (Jay of v^ngfeaftce of our God, of hi% 
rightttfua jndfinentB on the enemies of hii gospel ; t6 cofnfo^t all 

3 that mourn ; To appomt unto them that miourn iit Zion joy and 
ghdnea^, t6 gite unto therti beauty, ori a beautiful crovm^ for ash- 
es, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment <;^ praise for the 
spirit of. heaviness ;♦ that they might be called trees of right- 
eousness, the phmting of the Lord, that he might be gloriiied : 
ihe end ofaliia to promote their tighteouanesa and God's glcnry. 
The next versea refer to the retitm of the Jewa to theit ovm land 
in the Idtter day^ and their proaperiiy in it, 

4 And they shall buiW the old Pastes, they shall raise up the 
former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the 

5 desolations of many generations. And strangers shaR stand 
artd feed your flocks, and the sons of the aiicn [shall be] yogr 
ploughmen and youi^ vine dressers f the gentilea shall hve and 

6 be ready to setve you : But ye shall be named the Priests of the 
Lotto : [men} shall call you the Ministers of our God ; yc 
shall become a kingdom of priests^ as formerly ^ and be holy unto the 
Lotd : ye shall eat the riches of the gentiles, and in their glory 
shaft ye boslst yourselves ; ye shall partake of their plenty y and 

7 become instruments of their conversion. For your shame [ye 
shUlI have} double, instead of shame ye shall have double glory ; 
and [for] confusion they shall rejoice in their portion : there- 
fore in their land they shall possess the double : everlasting joy 
shaikbe unto them ; as the land xuiU long have lain barren^ he will 
reflty them by extraordinary frmtfulnesa\ and uninterrupted 

8 peace and prosperity. ^Fov I the Lord love judgment, I hate 
robbery for burnt cMbring.; and I will direct their work in 
truth, an4 I will make an everlasting covenant with them ; 
th^ reason why I rejected them was their wickedness^ which was as 
hateful to fncy as if a man should steal a beasty and then come and 
offer it ; but now they sBill serve me in spirit and truthy an4 be 

9 restored to my covenant. And their seed shall be known among 
the gentiles, and then* offspring among the people ; they and 
their descendants shall become illustrious and remarkablcy and be 
known as God*s ancient people^ to whom the promises originally be» 
I'mged : all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they 
[are] the seed [which] the Lord hath blessed ; such piety shall 
appear in them^ that all shaAsay they are worthy favourites of the 
Lord, The church is then represented as breaking out into a song 

10 of praise. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joy- 
ful in my God ; for he hath clothed me with the garments of sal- 
vation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, with 

* Here is a reference to tHe manner of moumtne; among the Jentu ; they put on tackclotb. 
•r coarse p:armrnt«, and nkread diut or ashes on their hc.«ds. iitstcrad of oil, \%rt t Sam. xiv. 2.) 
•n the contrary, iplendid dorhiitg sod ointment poured on the bead wet e tignt of joj. 

Vol. V. LI 
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Malvation, a9 a garment^ and rigbteoueneeij as a rode ; as a brick ^ 
groom decketh [himself] with ornaments, and as a bride adorn- 
1 1 eth [herself] with her jewels. For as the earth bringetjh forth 
her bud, and as the garden causeth the things thai are sown in it 
to spring forth ; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the nations ; ^ seedB andfilants 
m a garden seem to lie dead in winter^ but in the spring rsvive 
and groWf so God will make his gosfiel sftready and the Jewish 
church remarkable through the world. 

Chap. LXII. Encouraged by the firomises in the^ foregoing 
chapter, the prophet, in the name of aU God* s people, declares, 
\ For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's 
sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp [that] burneth ; 
until its deliverance and righteousness become illustrious in the 

2 eyes of all the world. And God answers, the gentiles shall see 
thy righteousness, and all king^ thy glory : and thou shalt be 
called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall 
name ; some say, the christian name ; but it rather refers to a 

3 new and better state. Thou shaH also be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God ; 
thou shcUt be precious and honourable to him, and his perfections 

4 shall be displayed and glorified in thee. Thou shalt no more be 
termed Forsaken ; neither shall thy land any more be termed 
Desolate : but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, the object of my 
delight, and thy land Beulah, the uedded matron : for the Lord 

5 delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.* For [as] a 
young man marrieth a virgin, [so] shall thy sons marry thee : 

and [as] the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, [so] liall thy ^f* 
God rejoice over thee ; thou shalt live in harmony and Wife, and 
be no more separated.^ 

6 I have set watchmen upon thy wadk, O Jerusalem, [which] 
shall never hold their peace day nor night ; ministers shall take 
pains to promote in their people a devout spirit : ye th^ make 
mention of the Lord, or, ye that are the LordU remembrancers^ 

7 keep not silence. And give him n^rest, till he establish, and till 
he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.f 

8 The Lord hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of 
his strength, Surely I will no more give thy corn [to be] meat 
for thine enemies ; and thb sons of the stranger shall not drink 

9 thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured : But they that have 
gathered it shall eat it, and praise the Lord ; and they that have 
brought it together shall drink il in the courts of my holiness || 

* The Jewish church ii here rqprrscnted as marned to the Lordi and, for its unbelier, 
^vo:crd ; oat hereafter it shall be tal^en into fAvour again, and shall be as mnch delightnl 
with recarniiig to its own country and living in it, as a bridegroom is with his bride. 

t It was costomary in the c^t for yooths thnt were never married always to marrr vir- 
gins, and widowers, however yoang, to marry widows. Sec ff.irwsT'i Obitrvaticm, in foe. 

I The proiihct here "peaks of God after the manner of men, as overcome by importunity. 
\ This must re^cr to something future ; for it is n^t applicable to the st«f of the Jews in 
any i ^^^ period. Tiure is probably a reference to Dna, xii. 
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( 

The firo/ihetj Jirmly believing their general res (oration y %fieaka of 

10 it a$ now doing: Go through, go through the gales ; prepare 
ye the way of the people j cast up, cast up the highway ; gather 
out the stones ; remove all obstacles^ give them all assistance ; lift 
up a standard for the people, to call them together amidst their dis' 

1 1 fiersion. Befeold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the 
w^rld. Say ye to the daughters of Zion, Behold, thy salvation 
Cometh ; behold, his reward [i«] with him, and his work l>cfore 
him ; embrace the Messiah^ in whose service you shall Jind great 

12 advantage, * And they shall call them. The holy people. The 
redeemed of the Lord : and thou shalt be called. Sought out, 
A city not forsaken ; a fieo/ile taken into covenant again^ and never 
more to be cast out. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . TTOW welcome to our souls should Christ be, who came 
Xn on so gracious an errand. How wretched was the state 
of mankind before he came ! Slaves of sin, captives of Satan, 
prisoners of death. But he proclaims liberty, comflMnrcates peace 
and comfort, and leads to everlasting joy. How ren^rable is the 
character of Christ, so richly anointed with the Spirit for this pur- 
pose ! and how well has he executed his office ! Let us rejoice that 
he hath done it ; welcome him into our hearts, and seek comfort 
and salvation through him. Remember that the great end of his 
mission and ministration, and all the comforts which he bestows on 
his people, is, that they may be righteous ; trees of rightecusness, 
bringiott forth the fruit of it abundantly ; ornaments to the church, 
and semceable to all about them. 

2. How profane and impious is it to devote to works of charily 
and piety what is dishoii^py procured, v, 8. Too much of this has 
been practised among christians. Many hospitals have been built 
and endowed, with the fruits of rapine and the spoils of the poor. 
God loves judgment in governors ; and between man and man, in 
their commerce, dealings, ^d conversation ; but he hates injustice 
and oppression ; and those who think to atone for their dishonesty 
by such acts of charity, will find themselves miserably deceived, for 
the unrighteous shall not enter tkt kingdom of God, 

3. How much is it the duty of all God's people to be constant 
and earnest intercessors with him for the prosperity of the church, 
and the advancement of religion ! In how lively and encouraging a 
manner is this duty urged upo^us I We are not to hold our peace, 
not to rest, not to keep silence, nor give God rest ; all which implies 
great fervency and perseverance in prayer. It is not enough that 
the watchmen pray ; but all God's people, all who make mention 
of his name, must also pray ; otherwise they are not his ptople, 
for they want love both to God and man. He allows and encour- 
ages us to be importunate with him. It is very desirable that there 
were more of this devout, fervent spirit among us. The decay of 
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it is one of the clearest proofs of national degemerac^i and one of the 
strongest symptoms of national I uin. Whatever others do tjiere- 
forei let us continue in firayer^ and toatch (hereunto vfith all fieraC" 
verance. 

' ' I ' 1 ,1 m il I '.M' , I iiJ i .il Ji i j.ij 111! i i iJ i ii BBaeBweg 

CHAP. LXilL * 

7%f firofifiei /laving detcribed the prosperity of the Jevf9 in the hotter 
day^ proceeds to describe the day (^ vengeance on their enenfiesp 
vfhich he had just mentioned, (See ch. Ixi. 2.) They are called 
fidomites^ because these were the ancient enendes of God* s people ; 
and the beginning of the chapter is parallel to several passages in 
the Revelations which refer to thi^ event. There, as in Ezekielr 
their enemies are called Gog and Magog ; these shall attack them 
after their settlement^ but be destroyed by the immediate hand of 
heaven. The prophet Uses a dramatic form y or dicJogue, • 

1 X7[7^^^ tis] tl>** ^hat cometh froni Edom, viih dyed gar- 
V V- ments from Bozrah,* this [tl^at is] glorious in his ap- 
parel, trav(riMng in the greatness of his strength, with fin air qf 
majesty^ arS^ot like one Jatigued or wounded f The heroic war- 
rior is represented as answeringy 1 that speak in righteousness^ 
mighty to save \ I, the Messiahy who am faithful to all my prom ' 

S ites. Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, sprinkled with 
bloody and thy g^rpiepts like him that treadeth in the Avine fat ? 

3 The Messiah answersy I have trodden the ¥^ine press alone ; and 
of the people [there was] none with me :t for I will tread them 
in mine anger, and trample them in my ^^^i ^' easiluand ef- 
fectually as grapes are crushed in a wine prcM ; and tMr blood 

ah^l he spripkled upon mf garmentStand I will stam all my 

4 raiment. For the day of vengeance Ip] in mine heaff^ and the 
year of my redeemed, (he time whenlney shall be redeeviedy is 

5 come. And I Jookefd, and [there was] none to help \^ and I 
wondered that [there was] none to uphold : therefore mine 
own arm brought salvation unto me ; and piy fury, it upheld 

6 me ; that i«, my zeal and concern for my people. And I will 
tread dowp the people in mine ar)|:er, and make them drunk in 
my fury, and I will bring down^heir strength to the earth. The 
church then breaks out into grateful acknowledgments of former 
favour Sf as an encouragement to h^pefor what it promised, 

7 I will mention the loving kindnesses of the Lord, [and] the 
praises of the Lord, according M all that the Lord hath bestow- 
ed on us, and the gr^at gpodn^s toward the house of Israel, 
which he hath bestowed on tfiem according to his m^rci^s, and 

$ according to the multitude of bis loving kindnesses. For he 

* A thief city : thoogh* an EJnm signifies red, and Bozrah vintage, these may bt 
general expresstont r«r conquered enemies. 

t The whole of fhit rent inttnnates, that the final n^rt of the en«nie» of the con- 
trerted Jewt i)aU not be owing to human means or power, but to the immediate hand of 
Ood. J,. 
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8aidt Surely they £are] my people, children [that] will not lie ; 
they are the childrefi of my servanis in covenant with we^ and toill 
not be false and treacheroutt : so lie was their Saviour ; he acted as 
9 if they had been faithful. In all ihcir affliction he was afflicted, he 
wew tenderly affected^ and symfiathized tinth thtm^ and the angel of 
his presence, that is^ Oiristy w/om they fem/ited in the vjildernesSy 
saved them : in his Jove and in his pity he I'edeemed them ;• 

10 and he bare them, and carriecl^them all the days of old. But 
tlicy rebelled and rexed his lM>ly Spirit, ^tffdch directed Moses and 
the elders of Israel j therefore he was turned to be their ^nemy, 

U [andl he fought against them. Then he remembered the days 
of old, Moses, [and] his people, [saying,] Where [is] he that 
brought them up out of the sea, with the shepherd, or shefiherds^ 
of his fiock, thai isy Moses and Aaron ? where [is] he that put 

>2 feis holy Spirit within hira ?t That led [them] by the right hand 
of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, 

^ to make himself an everlasting name ? That led them through 
the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, [that] they should 
not stumble I as a horse runs safely and sivrfily in a plain often 

14 country : As a beast goeth down into the valley to feed where he 
finds abundance^ the Spirit of the Lord caused him to rest : so 
didst thou Jead thy people inio Canaan, to make thyself a glori- 
ous name. Then follows a firayer suited to the firesent case of the 
Jews^ in their diafiersiony which is continued to the end of the next 
chafiter, 

15 Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of 
thy holiness and of thy glory : where [is] thy zeal, thy great 
coinpasUon, aikl thy strength, the sounding, or mvltitude, of thy 
bowels, and of thy mercies toward me ? are they restrained ? 

16 are they q uite gone ? Doubtless thou [art] our father, though 
Al^HJI^e ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not ; 
M^^P^Wore dead and gone, and can afford us no relief or, if 
th^^ouloj would nof^ because we harve been so snicked ; yet thouy 
OEoRD, [art] our father, our redeemer; thy name [is] from 

17 everlasting; O deliver its for the sake of thy name, O Lord^ 
why hast thou made us to err from thy ways ? [and] hardened 
our heart from thy fear ? why hast thou suffered us to do it, and 
done those things in the course of thy prcrvidence, from which 
thou knewest our perverse heart would take occasion to depart 

from thee ? Return to us in mercy, for thy servants* sake, the 

1 8 tribes of thine inlieritance. The people of thy holiness have 
possessed [it] but a little while : our adversaries have trodden 

19 down thy sanctuary .J Vif^ are [thine :] thou never bearest 
rule over them ; they were not called by thy name ; we are 

* Bp. Lowth tranaUtf » the passage thtis : // nvas net en envoy nor an amj^el 4fhis presence 
that saved than ; 4hrough hii ioveanahii indulgince he hirmelf rcditmtd them. 

t By ;in flef^ant fii;ure God is rqirrseiued as recollecting tbetr former Importance* as an 
argoment (o show them Tavoar, though undeserving. 

} This Isaiah foresaw, and therefore prepared this praver for the people ; and thW is th* 
CISC with tne holy land ; it w.u destroyed b} the Ronuns, is possessoi oy the Turks* and 
thos li-oddeu under foot of the Geutihs. 
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thy covtnant fieofile^ and they are not ; or rather^ we have long 
been a* those over whom thou didst not rule^ who have not been 
called by thy name : which sense agrees well with the firesent con* 
dition of the Jews. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. TTOW glorious is the character of Christ, as here described. 
Xx What a great and majestic Saviour ! He speaks in right- 
fousness ; his commands are all righteous, and he is faithful to his 
promises. Be is able to save his people in the greatest extremity, 
and to overcome their most numerous and mighty enemies. How 
safely then may we trust in him ! How secure are the interests of 
the church, and those of every particular believer, in such mighty 
and gracious hands ! 

2. Let us learn carefully to remember, and seriously to mentioj^ 
the loving kindness of the Lord. What a variety of strong express- 
ions does the prophet, in the name;of the church, use to describe it ! 
Let it teach us to remember his goodness to us, to our families, to 
our country, and to the church of God. This will show us the base- 
ness and guilt dfour own ingratitude and rebellion, yd thus lead us 
to repentance ; and it will encourage our hope in him, notwith- 
standing our guilt and un worthiness. 

3. From the covenant relation between God and his people, he 
may reasonably expect faithfulness from them, and they salvation 
from him. His people are children that will not lie ; their character 
is, that they do not dissemble in their covenant transactions, but are 
sincere and honest ; they mean what they say, and perform what 
Ihey promise. If they do not this, whatever they may think of 
themselves, they are not Godli children ; but diildrgai/^ devil^ 
itfho was a liar from the beginning. If we are faith6l|^|^B^ our 
Saviour ; will deliver us from sin and /hell, and comRnPto im- 
mortal glory. But if we rebels and vex his holy fifiirity that strives 
with us, he will turn to be our enemy^ and will fight against us ; we 
shall lose our best friend, and fall into tlie hands «f the most formi- 
dable enemy. 

4. We may from this chapter draw many noble arguments and 
encouragements in prayer, especially in time of trouble. We may 
observe God's tender regard to his people : he is cfflicted in their 
affliction ; like a tender parent sympathizing with a sick child ; his 
bowels yearn oyer his suffering servants. He is so good that he 
makes his former mercies an argument to bestow further favours ; 
which men would rather consider as an argument against doing it. 
Let us think of our covenant relation to him ; and plead these things 
in prayer : let fatherless children especially, remember, that though 
their parents are ignorant ofthem^ and acknowledge them nofy yet God 
is their father^ and his name is everlasting. Let them seriously ad- 
Ui'eiiS him under thai title ; and in him the fatherless will^nd mercy. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

This is a continuation cf the firayer begun in the former chafiter. It 
describes the case^ and is intended/or the use of the Jews in their 
firesent dispersed statey and not their cafitivity in Babylon^ as some 
understand it, 

1 /^H that thou wouldst rend the heavens, that thou wouldst 
\J come down, that the mountains might flow down at 
thy presence ! Oh that God would io§k ufion usy and show himself 
as visibly in our favour as he did to our fathers at mount Sinai^ 
when there was such thundery Ughtningy and ratn^ as made the 

3 mountains look as if they were melted down ; As [when] the 
melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, or when 
the fire make the metals melt^ and the waters boily to make thy 

• name known to thine adversaries, [that] the nations may trem- 

3 ble at thy presence. When thou didst terrible things [which] 
we looked not for, in our deliverance from Egyftty and at mount 
Sinaij thou earnest down, the mountain^ flowed down at thy 

4 presence. For since the beginning of the world [men] have 
not heard, ^or perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 
O God, beside thee, [what] he hath prepared for him that 
waiteth for him ; or^ as in the margin of our bibles^ neither hath 
the eye seen a God beside thee which doeth softjr him that waiteth 

5 for him,* Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh right- 
eousness, that isy thou meetest with thy Javour, or fvithjoy^ thofc 
who serve thee cheerfully^ [those that] remember thee in thy 
ways, who observe and own thy providence^ and regard thee in 
every merciful and afflictive event : behold, thou art wroth j for 
we ^MiMpn^ • ii) those is continuance, and we shall be sav- 
ed yflp&P^ ^^ those ways of thincy esfiecially thy ways of mercy y 
therms continuance : thy mercy is everlastingy therefore we shall 

6 be saved.^ But we are all as an unclean [thipg,] and all our 
righteousnesses [are] as filthy rags ; our best services are ini' 
perfecty defective^ and mixed with pollution : and we all do fade 
as a leaf ; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away ; 
as the wind doth a withered leafy thou lia^t driven us out of our 

7 landy and deprived us of good. And [there is] none that callelh 
upon thy name, none who is earnest in his intercession for usy 
that stirreth up himself to take*hold of thee, to avert* the judg- 
ment ; an allusion to holding a man's hand when he is going to 
strike : for, or rathery thereffrcy thou hast hid thy face from us, 

t and.hast'consumed us, because of our iniquities. But now, O 
Lord, thou [art] our father ; we [are] the clay, and thou our 
potter ; and we all [are] the work of thy hand. 

• 

• This speaks the nnsenrchable wisdom and i^race oF God in hi^ schrms for the ^alvntion 
•f his people ;• as if he h.td said. Thou h^c not yet done thy urmoac, there is stll) more in 
reserve. 

•^ 

t Lowth translatrt- it ; Ln thctt art an^ry (for ve have tinned) heccus: efcur deeds, f<,r 
tf! have been reheth'tu.* 
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9 Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity 
for ever : behold, see, we beseech thee, we [are] all thy people ; 

10 thy fiecuUary covenant fxeofdc^ and not thy creatttret only. Thy 
holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a 
desolation, even Sion and Jerusaiemy the u/i/ier and tower cityy and 

11 aU the cities of the holy lafid alao^ are desolate. Our holy and oUr 
beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up 
with fire : and all our pleasant things are laid waste ; not only 

12 the temfiley but the fiataceqnd the synagogues are destroyeH. Wilt 
thou refrain thyself for mese [things,] O I^rd ? wilt thoii hold 
thy peace, and afllict us very sore ? f^lt thou neither show com* 
passion to usy nor execute judgment upon those that oppress us ? 



REFLECTIONS. 

I. T ET us learn to entertain high thoughts of the power, wis- 
W ^ dom, and goodness of God. What a beautiful idea of them 
is there in this chapter \ He i^ able, and intends, to do what his 
people have never seen nor heard of before ; something beyortd 
their highest conception. The apostle accommodalles this remark 
to the gospel dispensation, 1 Cor, ii. 9. Eye hath not seen^ nor ear 
Aeardy neither have entered into the heart of man to conceive, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him ; because it 
revealed glorioite things, which human wisdom could n«t discover. 
It is also applicable to the future state of the Hghteous ; for we 
can form no idea equal to what God intends for them. As We de- 
sire to be the objects of divine favour, and to share in the blessings 
of his people, let us wait for him in th^ way of duty^ and love him 
with all our hearts. i 

3. Let us observe the character of good men, as it i«her^ de- 
scribed ; examine ourselves by it, and endeavour to answer it in our 
conduct. He will meet them who rejoice and work righteousness^ 
who are faithful and constant in the discharge of their whole duty, 
and who do it cheerfully. Let us rejoice in God, in our relation 
and obligations to him. Let us remember hiin in his waysy whether 
of judgment or mercy ; and accommodate our temper to his vari- 
ous providences. He will then meet us ; admit us to converge 
with him ; visit us with his favour, and show himself as our fiiend 
and helper. 

3. We are taught our duty in times of public trouble, and that 
is, humbly to bewail our sins before God ; our guilt and pollution, 
and the imperfection of our rightfeousness ; to deprecate thecontfti- 
uance of his anger, and entreat his kind and powerful appearances 
for us ; to seek his mercy lo remove our calamities, and his g^ce 
to reform our mannerf. On this eiTand we may comfortably apply 
to him, as our Creator and Father, who has shown so muck goodness 
in our creation and support ; and much more, as our God in Jesus 
Christ But let us remember, that if we desire these blessings, wc 
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must Mtit 20 ouriche9 to take hold on God ; do all we can to quicken 
our spirits ; and engage all that is within ua in this important work. 
Then we may hope that our prayers will prevaili and that God vnll 
^tir up, his 9treng(hf and come and save ui» 



CHAP. LXV. 

This chafitet i» tin aniVfcr to the fieople^f vomfilaint in the foregoing one^ 
of God* 8 rejecting them ; inforining them that it toaa for their nnSf 
eHpecially their rejection of Christy ivhen the Oentilee received him i 
and it concitidet vHth firowea <if their future reatoration^ 

1 T A M sought of [thetn that] asked not [for me ;] I am found 
X of [them that] sought me not ; lam aought now of them 
that asked not after me before^ (thus St. Paul intetftretn the wordsy 
Rom, ix. 25, tifc. andch, x. 20.) I said, Behold me, behold me, 
unto a nation [that] was not called by my name ; / manifested 

3 myself to them; and invited them to seek me. I have spread out 
my hands all the day with great earnestness unto a rebellious 
people, which walketh in a way [that was] not gpod, after their 
own thoughts ; after their corrufit doctrines and superstitious way* 

5 of worship ; A people that provoketh me to ahger continually 
to my face ; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense up« 

4 on altars of l)rick ; Which remain among the graves, and lodge 
in the monuments, who use abominable rites in honour qfthe dead^ 
or to consult them^ which eat swine's flesh, though forbidden by 
she laWy because used in idolatroxts rites among the heathen^ and 
broth of abominable [things is in] their vessels, such as a kid 

5 seethed in its mother^s milk ;♦ Which say. Stand by thyself, come 
not near to me ; for I am holier than thou ; valuing themsetuea 
on their own sanctity^ and counting others unclean and profane : an 
exact description of the character (ftke Pharisees in Christ^ time. 
These [are] a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the 

6 day ; they are offensive^ as the smoke tf wet wood. Behold, 
[it is] written before me, I will not forget it ; I will not keep 
silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom, 

T Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith 
the Lord, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and 
blasphemed me upon the hills ! therefore will I measure their 
former Work into their bosom ; / will take their former and lat* 
ter WIS into account when I com^ to punish them as a nation, 
JVevertheless there shall be a^emnant according to the election qf 
grace : for 

* It 1% objected th^r this eannot br zpfKitd to the jrwt afr^r thetr captivitY. brcaoae th«^ 
were then frtt fr^ idoUtry ; bat it mav refer partly to the lioUtry of their fitt hers, as ia 
^. T. It chielly dncribes theif wickedness in Christ's time, iti l:u]gtia(^ taken from their an- 
cinit nmnner of transf^ressInK ; it iii a ktitd of proverbi;U expression for worshipping God in » 
wvf that he hath not directed* as incense and apue sacrifice are put for gospel worship ; or 
It may refer to their ^ooiplyiOK #tth popish UMlaU7 to avoid jpebacntiup, m many •! \hm 
^Jews yet do. 

V«L. V. Mm 
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t Thus saith the Lord, as the new wine, or rather y agoodgr^t^ 
' is found in the cluster, and [one] saith, Destroy it not, for a 
blessing [is] in it: so will I do for my serratits* sakcs, that I maV 
not destroy them all ; as when a man who in firuning a vine^ and 
cutting out the dead branches^ sees a cluster likelt^ to rifien^ he leave9 
ify saying, these will become good grafies ; so some of the Jews 
shall be converted, and some of the unbelievers shall be sfiared, in 
ho fie that a better generation will rise put of them : as it follows ; 
And I will bring forth a seed outof Jacobf and out of Judah an 
uiheritor of my mountains; and mine elect shall inherit it,and my 

10 servants shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks^ 
and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down iui 
for my people that have sought^e.* 

1 1 But ye [are] they that forsake the Lori>, that forget my 
holy n>ountain, that prepare a table for that troop, for Gad^ and 
that furnish the drink offering unto that number, that is, to 

12 Meni.^ But because ye choose a number of idols, Therefore will 
I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the 
slaughter : because when I called, ye did not answer ; when I 
spake,' ye did not hear ; but did evil before mine eyes, and did 
choose [that] wherein I delighted not, what was most odious to 

13 me. Therefore thus saitli the Lord God, Behold, my servants, 
true believers in Christ, shall eat, but ye, unbelievers, shall be 
hungry : behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be 
thirsty : behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be 

1 4 ashamed : Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but 
ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation 

1 5 of spirit. And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my 
chosen ; according to the /iroverb, ' Ife is as miserable as a Jew ;' 
or the execration, * God make thee like a Jew ;' for the Lord God 
shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name, that is, 
Christians ; or in general it may mean, that he will show them 

16 fieculiar favour : That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall 
bless himself in the God of truth ; amd he that sweareth in the 
earth shall swear by the God of truth ; because the fornier 

, troubles, or when the former firofvocations, are forgotten, and be- 
cause they are hid from mine eyes ; there shall be an uUer eX" 
tirfiation (f idolatry^ supentiuon, and wickedness, from among 
them, 
\7 For, behold, I create new heavens, and a new earth : and the 
^ former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind ; thefnal 
conversion qfthe Jews shall be a new and glorious state of things, 
\ 8 sufierior to any before. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever, orf 
for the age to come^ [in that] which I create : for, behold I cre- 
19 ate Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will 
' rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in 'my people: and the voice of 
weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying ; 

, • Sharon hy to the west, and Achor to the cait ; lo that it intimatfSi that tbt wholi 
^ntf y sDooHk be peopled and become fruitfttl. 

t It it uncrtAtu what partic\ilar idoli these wvt. 
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so thtfiihneT oceaticHt cfgritfkhoii c^mtt Thcf« filiidl be no more 
thente an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not fille<l his 
dKjrs i for the ohtld shtell die an hundred years old ; but the sin- 
ner [bdng] an hundred years oW shall be accursed ; (figitrti 
taken Jromthe antediluvian Btate :) men s/iait live to a great age^ 
and not die when they begin to grow old ; he that in an hundred 
. yeffTS iM 9htUl be reckoned but as a thild ; anU if a fnan die at an 
hundred yeare^ he sftall be esfeemed a grietfota sinner^ who hath 
prov^ed Qod^ by some aggf^Ovated offence^ to ^harten his days. 

21 And they shall build houses, and inhaWt [them ;] and they shall 

2« pWnt vineyards, and eat th^ fruit of them. They shall noi buiW, 

. and another iiyhabit ; they shall not plaht, and another eat : ^i* 

. as the days of a tree [are] thp days of my people, they shall- te* 

vive iU a tree doea in the sftring, and mine elect shall ibng enjoy 

»3 the work of their hands. They shall not labour in vaini nor 
bring forth for trouble ; for they [are] the seed of the blessed oF 
the Lord, and their offspring with them ; their children shall 

24 7ftre, shall be ^ell firtrvided for^ end be a holy seed. And it shall 
come to pass, that before they call, I will ansvFer ; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear ; / twitf firevent them with the 

25 blessings q/" my goodness, "tlite Wolf and the thnb shall feed to- 
gether, and the lion shall eat straw like the lAinock : and dust 
[sH^lbe] th« serpent's meat. They shallnot hurt nor destroy 
in:all fny holy mountain, saith the iioR* ; there shall be no pet^ 
secution nor severity among them^ but perfect harmony and, friend- 
ship ; the serpent shall not fly upon men and bite them^ but appear 

'•* CI sji iikijuieyiif reptile,^ — » . ^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. T £ T us bless God that he hath fuMilled bis promise to the 
JLii Gentiles. They knew not God^ nor did they seek after him ; 
but he made himself known to them ; invited them to seek him, 
and return to him. This is the happy case of our lahd. O that we 
may be duly sensible of the divine goodness herein. When he. calls . 
to us, let us hear his voice and learn his ways ; and let not oi^' min- 
isters have reason to complain of any of us, that they have stretch- 
td out their hands to a disobedient and rebellious people, 

2. We may observe how offensive spiritual pride is to God. A 
black character is here given of the Jews, and no part of it is rep- 
resented to be so offensive to God as their hypocrisy and self con- 
cteit, which generally go together. This is illustrated by our Lord's 
reproof of the pbarisees. They trusted that they were righteous^ and 
despised others ; looked lywn all who did not obsen'e their supersti- 
tiocis^ as unclean. A temper much resembling this is too common 
among christians, which <6scovers itself in their tmreasonablt; attach- 
menteither to some peculiar notions which they term orthodoxy, or 

• BpL Sb«rtock utul«ntand» it » reftrrring iot\\^ sentence on the !«erpfiit at the fall, that 
SKaii febonld be subdued and ImuiuI. i*c strip|>ed of his iufluenoc over the souls ofiucn, uml ine 
curse of God executed upon him uid his s«cd. 
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to some un8cri|>tunl rites, in which they place the whole of relig^ion ; 
and arc too ready to say to others, W> are holier titan you. But such 
a temper as this is highly displeasing to God, v. 5. Those are 
often, yea, generally, the most unholy, who think themselves most 
holy. Let u» beware therefore^ ie»t^ being lifted ufi vnth firidcy we fail 
into the condemnation qfthedeviL 

3. We see whaet a difference God makes and will make between 
his servants and his enemies. This difference is here specffied,'.and 
their respective conditions are set one over against the other, iiis 
servants have comfort in their earthly enjoyments ; true peace, 
pleasure, and joy ; and they are really honourable. While his en- 
emies are strangers to true pleasure ; are, and will be, contempU* 
ble. Let God's servants therefore be thankful for his grace mani* 
fested to them ; find let his enemies tremble to think, how much 
worse their state will be hereafter, when /^ righteouM shall be eom* 
Jbrtedj vthile they are tormented. 

4. When God is doing great things for his church, it becomes us 
to observe and rejoice in them, v. 1 8. He is able to do great things 
for them ; as great, as making a new heaven and a new earth ; and 
he will do it in his time. He will rejoice over his people himself ; 
3nd it becomes us to rejoice with them, and take a part in their 
pleasure and gratitude. In the piean time, let us rejoice in the as* 
•urance and prospect of this happy period, and in every instance in 
which religion revives, ai^d there ve added .to the /church such as 
ahall be saved. 



CHAP. LXVL 

JJtis ehafiter condsti ^twti fiart^ ; v. 1*^7, i> a reproof to the Sew 
for laying Much a Ure— on the temfUe and temple wor^'P in 
Chriat*9 timcy with an intimation that God would change it. In thU 
view Stephen quotes it^ Acts vii. 49, 50. 

1 'TnHUS saith the Lord, The heaven [is] my throne, and 

X the earth [is] my footstool : where [is] the house that ye 

build unto me ? and where [is] the place of my rest ? where is 

the temple that stats my majesty^ and where I may take ufi my 

3 rest without any thought qf a departure ? For all those [things] 
hath mine hand made, and all those [things] have been, or ra-^ 
therj are mine^ saith the Lord : but to this [man] will I look, 
[even] to [him that is] poor and of a contrite spirit, and trem* 
bleth at my word ; who possesses habitual humility and seriousness^ 

3 and revereth my word. Without this devout temper^ He that kil» 
leth an ox [is as if] he slew a man ; he that sacrificeth a lamb, 
[as if] he cut off a dog's neck ;^ he that offereth ao oblation* 

• Thit was one of tbt tacrlfictt oied hj the beathept »t tlie death of thoir fricndt. 
awnsidpea bjr Homer. 
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^.: Caa if M offered} ^wne'* Uood ; he that buracth incense; [a« 

' V. uUl he btessed an idol ,j $/tf sacHfices of the unbelieving Jew wll 

y. TUit be\atcefitabU tCi Qed^ but very ftrotvoking to kim. Yea, they 

haive <Apscn their own ways* and their soul delighteth in their 

4 abominations, or, t/ieir Muperatitiom. I also will choose their 
llelu^ons.; they ^iqllkfi filave0 to tradition and be dduded by false 
PirviUj ^nd wiU bring their fears upon them ; probably the 
RomavA^ Jot fear ofvfpom.they crucified Chrtut ; because when I 

, cj\lM, none did ai>^w^ j whfn.I flp>ket<tbey did not hear ; but 
tl^ey did evil before n^in^ ^Y^h »od chose [thai] in which I de- 
lighted not, 

5 Hear, the word .of the Lord, ye that treinble at his word ; 
Your brethren that hated you, that cast yQUX)ut for my name's 

„. sake, said, Let the JLoRn be glorified : but he shall appetfr to 

6 your joy, and they sl^all be ashamed. A voice of noise from 
the city, a voice from the temple,* a voice . of the Lord that 
rendereth recompense to his enemies ; to the unbelieving JetMy 
who shall be left to perish in the dfstruetion <fthe city ; vfhile the 
christians^ being warned by Christy shall fy to the mountains and 
be secure. The remainder of the chapter rejexs^ I think^ to the 
glorious state of the Jew,s^in {he tatter dgy, 

7 Before she travaiied^ sjie l^rought forth ; before her pain came, 

8 she was delivered of ,s^ ipan qhild. Wbb.hath heard such a 
. thing ? who hath ^^n such things ? Shall the earth be made to 

bring forth, to produce fruit in all its perfectiim^ in one day ? [or] 
shall a nation be borx^ at once ? vfithout growing upyvnthout any 
pain and difficulty^ or any ill accident ? for as soon as Zion tra- 

9 vailed, she brought forth her children. - Sball I bring to the 
birth, and not cause to bring forth ? saith.the Lord : shall I 
cause to bring forth, and shut [the woml> l^ saith thy God ; 
Shall J disappoint the expectations of my people^ and fail to per^ 
form mu nvork^ when every ^ thing is ripe for execution 7 Then 
folUyms an address togentife c/irisftans^ who had mourned over the 

10 calamitous state q/ the Jews for fjiany ages. Rejoice yc with Je- 
rusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her, rejoice for 

\ \ joy with her, all ye that mourn for her : That ye may suck, and 
be satisfied with the brents of her consolations ; that ye may 
milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory, or" 
stores ; as if he had said^ That ye may be edified or delighted^ by 

12 the gifts and graces bestowed upon the Jewish church. For thus 
saith the Lord, Behold,! will extend peace, or happiness^ to htr 
like a river, and the glory of the gentiles like a flowing stream, 
by the Uberality and kindness of the Jews on their conversion : 
then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon [her] sides, and be 
dandled upon [her] knees, as young children are by a fond and 

13 tender parent. As one whom his mother comfbrteth, so will I 
comfort you ; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem, by the re- 

14 tinm of the divine favour^) it. And when ye see [this,] your heart 

• Thi» It addreBMil to the brtj^ring; Jrws, «vho were cxcofpmnricted nnder a pretcBc« 
ok' xcal tor God« and pcrtccot«<i iii rvcry city to which their enrniic^ h^d aacst. 



Digitized by 



Gooigle 



280 ISAIAH, LJrVi: 

fthulK rejoice^ and your 5ones fthall flbuti^h Ifte an lierb ; fhkt Uy 
tht Jrwa 9batl recov^ their ancitnt 0ti^engthhtidbe&uty ; aetord 
in^ 10 6V. Fmdj u ahali b& 09 Hfefiim the dead : and the h«nd of 
tlie Lofio shaD be koowki toward his aertant^, and [iiia] imlfgna- 
tion toward his enemies^ . . - 

13 Fbr, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with hi^ chari- 
ots like a: whirhviiid^ to render his ange^ with ftirv, ahj his 

16 rebuke with flames of ire. Fof by ih'e and by his sword will 
the Lord plead with all flesh t add the slain of the Lord shall 

\7 be many.* They that sanctify theittscflves, and pnriiy tttem- 
sclves In the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, accordirig 
to the ritee of jichAd^mr anfimage qfihe ncn in the garden oJAchady 
caliedy Oncy or^ke cne great beiHg^ (a name given him by the an- 
fient Fersian^ «dt&o' used to Hicriftce seven bate and eeven triice . to 
the sun^) ^eating itWine's ' fleshy and the abominadoni and die 
mouse, shall be consumed together^ saith the Lord. 

JS For I [know] their works and their thoughts : it shall come, 
that I will gather all nations and tongues ; and they shall come 
and see ray glory, v>kich 4haU be displayed in converting the 

19 Jews, and in-dtHroying their erk^de. And I will set a sign, or 
standard^ among them, and t wiN ^n6 those that escape of th^m 
unto the nations, [to] Tarshish^ Pul< and Lud, that draw the bow, 
[to] Tubal, and JavsJn, [to] the isles afet off, that h^e not he^rd 
my fame, nekber have seen my glory i and they shall detlare 
my glory among th6 gentiles ; / VfiU send iome qf the believing 
Jews to convert the Gentiles that yet remain in a state of ignorance 
and idolatry ; or to -their own brethren that are not gathered\vith 

20 tJiem. And they shall bring bll your brethren [for] an offering 
unto the LoRb, (a6 St, Patdcads (4e conversion of the Gentiles^ 
idom.xv. 16.)' out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots,' and 
in litters, and .upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, saith the' LbWn, as the children of Israel 
bring an offermg in a cleAn te^se! into the house of the Lord ; 
/ utU bring thetn in a sioifi^ f(i*^\ ^^^ commodious manner^ and 
take care that ihey'be conxfehiehtiy accommodated in (heir journey, 

2 1 And I will aiso take of therh'-for pf-iests [and] for Levites, s^th 
the Lord ; the Jews shall again become a kingdom offiriestSy and 

22 take /lains to spread the gosfieL tor as the new heavens and the 
new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the 
Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain ; this new state 
of things shaH continue^ and (he Jbwsy when once convertedj shall 

23 remain to the endafaithjul people. And. it shall come to pass, 
[that] from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to 
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the 
Lord c gospel worsfnp is described by these figures ; as if he had 
fidcfj lite stated seasons of worship shall be regidarly attended 
upon ; yea, they shall keep one continued festival, and be habitually 

• ThU r^Prnj to the eleitmction oF rbose enemies that shall come to attack the J»"ws after 
rhrir settlement^ 6U|)i¥>^ to be the Tartars and otbcf barbaroos nations frott the north, wh* 
are idobtert. 
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^4 devout and holy. Atid they shall <go forth from Jerusalem an^ 
look upon the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against 
me ; they ahall see their enemies slain^ as in v, 1 6, for their worni 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh ; men shall abhor thrm as 
they do the stench of a dead carcass ; th&y shall afifieax a lively 
emblem of the torments of heli^ and God*s faithful servants shaft 
look u/ion them to excite their joy and tfiankfulness.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T ET us Jcara from hence a proper temper for dirine war* 
JLl ship and apceptAQce. We should think of that glorioMS 
Being whose throne is hcavjen^and earth his footstool, as a spiritual 
omniscient Being ; whom no temple can contain, or be equal to his 
grandeur ; who yet maHes every bumble heart his temple, and de^ 
Kghts in the contrite, revereot worshipper* Let us approach him 
with a holy awe of his majesty, and an habitual sens^e of his purity ^ 
Vain are the most costly sacrifices* wjithout a pious and deyo^^ 
heart, and delighting ourselves in his commandments. 

2. It is no new thing to see the best of God*s servants persecuted 
under a pretence of religion; The same bigotted spirit which pre-- 
vailed among the Jews, which led them to persecute the apostles 
and first christians, hath too often shown itself in the world since ; 
and even to this day they are cast out and evil entreated^ because they 
adhere to God's pure worship and institutions. While zeal for 
God and the purity of religion is pretended, their end is to gratify 
their own pride, covetousness, and revenge. Let us not wonder at 
such scenes, but have no hand in such practices. 

3. We see l^w easily God can multiply and increase his church ; 
and how much reason we have to expect that he will perfect his 
own work. He expresses this in terms taken from the strongest 
and tenderest of human affections. However glorious and exten- 
sive his promises may be, they shall all be accomplished ;*and not 
one of his good words shall fall to the ground. This is a great en^ 
couragement to labour and pray for the increase of the church. 

4. Let us do our endeavour to bring our brethren as an offering to 
the Lord, Have we devoted ourselves to him ? Let us exhort and 
encourage others to join themselves to the church ; even all that 
we can influence. Let us persuade them to present their bodies a 
living sacrifice^ holy anfl aece/itable to God, This will be an act of 
the greatest kindness to them, and a labour of love highly pleasing; 
to the Lord. 

• A« this IS a prophecy of fviMits yet to happen, no wonder thar rherr »« mnch darfcn « 
»pon ic ; the e? neml meanin< of ihete figarative cxpreMion* seem** to be thi< : that God «•«!♦, 
by an extraordinary en»r?y of hii Spirit, awaken the Jewi to search their jci iprure"«. and •t-r 
Christ to be their \fe«^ian, and believe in him. Thi« remarkable change in thtm sliaU ini;>" >< 
Mahometans, heathem, anddeitt^f (who may probably be more numerous hcrcirrei ) md t!i' y 
•hall be di<:p08cd to einbr.«ce the jfo^pel. And thty will have so ic'"eat a rr?j*?ct for ihc Jc^v«. 
aa honoan«bly to convey th'»n tn their own land/n-hich they will ea«ily conniitr. S'^-vi after 
their «rulem«nt there, 3 ru.l. nr attack \haH be made upon them. prob.ibiy bj the njrj.rn 
•adona, who shall be suddarlr 'iMtroyed by the power of Gvd. 
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5. Whei^Ter Cod has a churchy the solemn exercisos of wot'* 
ship are to be raauntaioed. We see this required under every dis- 
pensation, Abrahamic, Jewish, and Christian. And it is foretold, 
that in the latter day all ,flesh shall come and vfors/rifi before Ood, 
There are to be stated times of worship to the end of the world. 
AUfiesh are to come^ men, women, and children ; Neither the great- 
est nor the poorest will be excused. Therefore let ua notforaake the 
Q»%emhUng ouraetvea tegether^ since God commands it^ and promises 
his blessing with it. 

6. As a proper conclusioiiof this book, we may learn to pity the 
case of the poor Jews, and fifmly to expect, and earnestly to pray 
for, their conversion. It is very wrong to persecute, or even to de- 
spise them ; for a bleaaing is in them. Our duty is, ai it is 63^pre8sed 
in v. 10. to mourn for them. They are standing, incontestable evi- 
dences of the truth of the gospel, and of the prophedes of the Old 
and New l!estaments ; being kept a distinct people, notwithstanding 
the cruel manner in which they have been persecuted and repi-oach^ 
ed. They are not cast off for ever ; God intends great things fof 
them ; and at length, as a nation they shall be restored, and all that 
mourn for them shall rejoice with them. Let our hearts* desire and 
prayer to God for Israel b'e^ that they may be saved. 
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The Book of the Prophet 

JEREMIAH.* 



CHAPTER I. 

Contains the firo/ihet*$ general commission, and the firomisea of divine 

assistance, 

1 ^ I ''HE words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, pf the priests 

X that [were] in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, adota 

2 three miles from Jerusalem : To whom the wopd of the Loud 
came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in 

* As Mr. Orton has said nothing of Jeremiah« nor of the time id which he lived* I have 
taken the liberty to prefix Dr. Smith's introduction to this prophet. It seems to be a jadi- 
doos abstract from Dr. Blayney's notes on Jeremiah. 

' Jeremiah was a priest of the tribe of Brnjamin« and called to the prophetic office when 
vei^ yoong. He entered upon it about seventy years after the death of Isaiah, and exercised 
it tor about forty two years, with great faithfulness and zeal, and in very unfavourable cir- 
cumstances. At the time that be I^gan to prophesy, the sins of the Jews were come to their 
full mtrasure. After a reformation had been in vain attempted by Josiah, to punish a nacion, 
unworthy of such a sovrreijpi, God called him earlv away. His two sons, who successively 
mounted the throne after him, were as remarkable for vice, as the fadier was for virtue. The 
lirst, (Shallum, or Jeho^ihaz) after a reign of three months, was carried captive to Egypt* 
where he died : his brother Jfehoiakim, on condition of paying a large sum ot money to tt>e 
kin^ of Effypc, was allowed to socceed him ; but the Babylonians, about three years after, 
having made a descent on |udea, and taken Jerusalem, he was obliged to swear fealty to the 
king of Babylon, who carriisd him with a number of captives, among mhom were many of the 
children of the first £unilies, together with a great part of the sacred vessels of the temple. ' 
Jehoiakim however was left in possession of the throne, on condition of his paying a yearly 
tribute ; but refbsing to fulfil his promise after the first three years, the king or Babylon tent 
«ome forces, johied by the Syrians and Ammonites, to commit deiMrdatiooa on liis country. 
This they did for several years, always carr3-ing off spoils and captivrs. Jehoiakim. in at- 
tempting to repel one of their invasions, was slain without the gates of the city, and his body, 
after having been treated with much ignominy, was cast into the fields without the honours 
of a burial. His son Jeconiah, though very young, succeeded him ; and in rebellion and vice 
followed his example. After a reign of only three months, Nebuchadneatar, who had come 
to Judea in person, carried him, and almost all the people of any note in the country, captive 
to Babylon. The golden vessels, that had remalneo in the tem^e, were likewise carried ofi* 
at this time. Zedekiah, uncle to Jeconiah, was permitted to succeed him, on swearing alle- 
siance and becoming tributary to the king of Babylon : but, relying on the assistance M^ 
Egypt, he revolted soon after, and drew on himself and on his country the full vengeance of 
the Baby Ionian monarch, as related in the fifty second chapter. The subsequent transactions 
of the murder of Gedaliah (who was left governor in the country) and the retreat of the 
remaining Jevrs into Egypt, (whither thty were accompanied by Jeremiah, who Is said to have 
been there put to death) may be seen fWmi chapter forty to forty four inclusively. •Soon after 
the taking of Jerusalem, and the carrying of Judah into captivity, Nebuchadnrzsar brought 
on the Tyri^ns. Moabites, Ammoiutes, Edomltes, Philistines, and other neighbouring nations, 
fhat destruction which the prophets of God foretold and threatened : he likewise ravaged 
EkVPC' and either killed or enslaved all the Jews who had fled thithrr for refuge. Thus mat- 
ters stood, till, at the precise |>eriod forecolu by Uaiah and the other prophets, the. Babylonian 
monarchy was overturned, and the Jews restored to their liberty auid thilr country by Cyrus. 
This short view of the history of Jeremiah's.times, may in some measure help us to nnder. 
Rtand his prophecies, of which the general sublets are, the idolatry and other sins' m' the 
Jews ; the judji^nents that were impending on mat account- together with Uieir fntuic«t re«»to- 
rrftion and deliverance, interspersed with several intimations of the Messi;)h. From this 
account, however, we mu^t except the forty fifth ehapter, which relates to his disciple 
Baruch. and the six following, which respect the f^te of other nations. 

The style of Jeremi-ih is beautiful and tender to a high degree ; esprclallv when he (us 
occasion to excite the softer passions of grief and pity, which is not srMom the case in the 
first parts of the |>rophecy. It is likewise on many occasions verv elegant and stiblime. esptc- 
ially toward the end. (en. xlv. li.) where this prophet apyjroaches even to the mjjeuty of 
Isaiah. The historical narratives which are occasionally introduced, are written inaplaim 
prosaic stvle, which i!> the fittest for narratives. ' 

The chapters ar«> not now arranged according to the order of time in which tt^y wcr* 
delivered : but of tliis notice will be taken in th« course of the cXiH>sitioQ. 

Vol. V. Nn 
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3 the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the. days of Je- 
hoiakim the son of Josiah king df Judah, unto (he end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto 
the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in tlie fifth month, nvhen 
the city and tem/iie were destroyed ; so that he firofihesied about 
forty two yearsy and Hved to see most of his fir ofihecies fulfilled, 

4 Then the word of the Lord came unto me in a vision^ saying, 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew Xhee, I had thee in my 
view, and before thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanetified 
thee, set thee apart for this office ^ [and] I ordained thee a prophet 

6 unto the nations, to other nations as well as to the JewsJ^ Then 
said I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, I cannot speak : for I [am] a 
child ; I cannot sfieak with due gravity and authority before great 

*t personages. But the Lord said unto me, Say not I [am3 a 
child : for thou shalt go to aU that I shall send thee, and what- 

• soever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of tlicir 
laces when they look big and angry : for I [am] with thee to de- 
liver thee, saith the Lord. ^ necessary encouragement^ as I was 
to reprove the princes and priests for their faults, as well as the 
people : and, to confirm me against my fears, he gave me a sign ; 

9 Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth ; I have given thee the gift of utterance, and instructed 

10 thee in my vtnll. See, I have this day set thee over the nations 
and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to 
destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant ; I htfue com- 
missioned thee to foretell the destruction of some kingdoms, and the 
preservation and restoration of other s.\ 

1 1 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jere- 
miah, what secst thou ? And I said, I sec a rod of an almond 

1 2 tree* l*lien said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen, or 
judged right : for I will hasten my woi*d to perform it ; as an 
almond is one of the first trees that blossoms in the spring, and 
hastens as it were to seize the first opportunity to blossom, so I will 

1 3 hasten the accomplishment of thy predictions. And the word of 
the Lord cairic unto me the second time, saying, What seest 
thou ? And I said, I see a seething pot, a boiling pot, orfurnac,e ; 
an^ the face thereof [is] toward the north j the mouth of the 

furnace, into which the fire was put, opened to the north ; or rather, 
(ais in the margin of our bibles) from t lie face of the north, from 

14 whence the evil was to come. Then the Lord said imto me. Out 
of the north, that is^from the Babylonians and Chaldeans, an evil 

.shall break forth upon all the mhabitants of the land ; they shall 

throw the city and country into all the agitation and confusion of a 

♦ 5 boiling furnace. For, lo, I will call all the families of the king- 

* ThU w»K dMif^cd for his encoaragemeiit, and is exactly agreeable to the accoanc St- 
Taul gives of hiinsclt'. Gal. L 15. i6. 

t The prophet* arc !«vd ro tlr> what they declared God would do ; and as it was cu5toma* 
ry with God to impress the nunds of cho prophets and peopW by certaji: sj^its or emblcuu, &9 
he does here. 
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ANXisof the north, saitfa the Loed ; the king qf Babyhn and hU 
aiiiesy a numerous army ; and they shall come« and they shall set 
every one his thrpoe ac the entering of the gates at Jenisalem, 
and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the 
cities of Judah ; they shall encantfi against and take fwssession of 

16 their cities and palaces. And I will utter my judgmentSv pass 
sentence and execute judgment against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto 
other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands ; my 
judgments shall declare their wickedness^ and my indignation can* 

17 firm the truth of thy prophecies. Thou therefore gird up thy 
loins, and arise, go about it vigorously and resolutely^ and speak 
unto them all that I command thee : be not dismayed at their 
fieu:es, lest I confound thee before them ; lest I make thee ashamed 
(f thy • cowardice J and bring upoti thee that which thou fear est. 

18 For, behold^ I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an 
iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, I have made 
thee like a city fortified with pillars (f iron and ftniils of brass ^ 
against the kings of Judah, against tlie princes thereof, who 
lAall batter thee with their power^ against the priests thereof ; 
who will thunder their church cenntres against thecy and against 
the people of the land, who will shoot out their arrows^ even bitter 

19 wards. And they shall fight against thee ; but they shall not 
prevail against thee ; for I [am] with thee, sailh tlie Lord, to 
deliver thee ; they shall not be able on the whole to hurt thee, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTCTHOMSOEVER God commissions for any service, ho 
V V will qualify and help. He knows what use to make of 
every man ; sees what services they are fit for ; and if he calls them 
out to difficult work, they may expect, and, if they folkjw his provi- 
dence, may depend upon, peculiar assistance. Though a modest 
diffidence is very becoming in all, especially in young persons, yet 
there is a false modesty which ought to be avoided. This prevents 
many from praying in their families, or with their friends, and from 
speaking of divine tilings. But when God calls us out to difficult 
services, we must not make excuses, but cheerfully undertake them, 
in a dependence on that help of his Spirit which he has promised j 
so that as our day />, our strength shall be. 

2. We see that courage and zeal becomes the Lord's prophets 
and ministers. They are to s|>eak all that he commands ; and 7iot 
shun to declare the whole counsel of God. They are to reprove antl 
admonish faithftilly and tenderly ; and this requires great resolution. 
If they shun their duty for fear of the repix)ach and contempt of 
men, God will make them contemptible. If they are faithful, he 
will bear them up, and make them honourable in tlie eyes of all that 
are wise and good. 

3. The fear of man brivgeth a snare. This was the pr^het Jere- 
miah's infirmity, jnd it prevails ipon man]f to ^jegJect their dutyi 
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and to comply with sinful, dangerous customs. The fear of being 
reproached or laughed at, leads many young persons in par- 
ticuhir, into guilt, shame, and ruin. The best preservative against 
this snare is the fear of God ; a reverence of his authority, a sense 
of his presence, and a dread of being confounded and condemned 
by him. It is therefore excellent advice of our Lord, which wc 
should always remember and act upon. Fear not them who can kill 
the body ; btufear him^ tvho can kill the body and cast the soul into 
hell ; I May unto you^ Fear him. 



CHAP. II. 1—20. 

We had the firofihet** commiaaion in the former chapter ; here he en" 
tera on hia work ; and in thia part of the chapter repreaenta to the 
Jevfa their ingratitude to Godj their unparalleled wickedneaa^ and 
the diahonour and ruin they were bringing en themaetvea by it, 

1 ly/rOREOVER the word of the Lonn came to me, sKying, 
3 XVX Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith 
the LoRo ; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the 
love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wil- 
derness, in a land [that was] not sown ; I remember thy obedi- 
ence and aubjection^ when thou wast f rat formed into a people^ and 
entered into a covenant with God at mount Sinai^ when thoufollow' 

3 edat the cloudy and attendedst the service of the tabernacle. '^ Israel 
[was] holiness unto the Lord, [and] the first fruits of his in- 
crease ; like the firat fruits^ they are peculiarly valuable in hia 

^ght : all that devour him shall offend ; evil shall come upon 
them, saith the Lord ; / will severely punish ail that shall attack 

4 them. Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and 

5 all the families of the house of Israel : Thus saith the Lord, 
What iniquity have your fathers fotuid in me, what injusticey un- 

faithfulneaay or unkindneaay that they are goneTar from me, and 
have walked after vanity, and are become vain ? that they have 

6 practiaed idolatry and are become like the heathen ? Neither said 
they. Where [is] the Lord that brought iis up out of the land of 
Egypt, they forgat the kindness I showed to their fathers^ that led 
us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, 
through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through 
a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt ? 

7 where there was no thoroughfare^ no dwelling ? And I brought 
you into a plentiful country, to cat the fruit thereof and the 
goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and 
made mine heritage an abomination by your sins^ especially idol* 

8 atry. And it is no wonder you did soyfor The priests said not. 
Where [is] the Loud ? and they that handle the law knew me 

• Or rather, accordinjf to Dr. Blajmcy, / have ealted t9 mind in thy Behalf the kindneu 
(Jtown thes, m thy yeuth, &c. « 
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not ; tkey took no fiains to learn andfirtach my vnll : the pastor^ 
alsO) the governors and magUtratea^ transgressed against me, 
and the prophets prophesied by Baal, in the name of Baaly and 
walked after [things that] do not profit ; that were extremely 
9 hurtful ; this was the source of their degeneracy, \VheFefore I 
will yet plead with you, saith the Lord, and with your chil- 
dren's children will I plead ; / iM lay before you your ingrati- 

10 tilde and sin^ both by firofiliets and judgments : For pass over the 
isles of Chittim, the fioliter nations of Murofie^ and see ; and send 
unto Kedar, the barbarous nations that lay south east, and con- 

1 1 sider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. Hath a na- 
tion changed [their] gods, which [are] yet no gods ? they keep 
to the religion of their forefathers^ though it be false^ absurd^ and 
impious : but my people have changed their glory, their relation 
to Godj and his presence among them^ for [that which] doth not 

12 profit. Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly 
afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the I>ord ; it is such a things 
that the sun might veil his face at the sights and the lights ofheax' 

\2 en shrink away and vanish from their places : For my people 
have committed two evils ; they have forsaken me the fountain 
of living waters, [and] hewed them out cisterns, broken cis- 
terns, that can hold no water ; by worshififiing idols end forming 
alliances with idolatrous princes^ they have acted as Joolishly as a 
man would do who should forsake a pure running stream. Jor a lit' 
tie muddy water in a cistern^ and that a broken cistern j out of 
which the water j such as it was^ would quickly run. 

14 [Is] Israel a servant ? [is] he a homeborn [slave ?] why is 
he spoiled ? JVhy is Israel a slave to his enemies ? was he bom 
tuch a one ? M : but he is spoiled as if he were, and this is owing 

\S to his sin. The young lions roared upon him, [and] yelled, and 
they made his land waste : his cities are burned without inhab- 

1 6 itant, by the tyrannical kings of the neighbouring countries. Also 
the children of Noph and Tahapanes, two principal cities of 
^gyfi^^ have broken the crown of thy head ; the Egyptians harue 
devoured the best part of thy country^ and sunk thee into contempt, 

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast for- 
saken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? when 
he was leading thee, and would have been thy help and insured thy 

1 8 prosperity ? And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, 
to drink the waters of Sihor, or the Mle ? or what hast thou to 
do in the way of Assyria, to driok the waters of the rivei Eu- 

19 phrates, that is, to form alliances with Egyfit and Assyria ^ Thine 
own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall 
reprove thee : know therefore and see that [it is] an evil 
[thing] and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God, and that my fear [is] not in thee, saith the Lord God 
of hosts ; thy sin shall be thy punishment ; the princes thou haut 
cnupted shall be a scourge to thee ; and thy calamities shall con^ 
vince thee, what a foolish, wicked part thou hast acted, in forsak- 
ing God. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

Ada fit ed to a fut^ ot day of humiliaSion, 

1. 'T' H E piety of our ancestors, and God's kindness to them 
X and us, aggravate national ingratitude and impiety. Israel 
is reminded of their ancestors, who were My to the Lordy and of 
the many favours he had ^own to them. And when we come to 
Lumble ourselves before God, it is highly proper to consider these 
aggravations of our guilt. Did our ancestors express a fervent love 
to God, and zeal in his services ? Were his favours to them favours 
to us ? Have we received many new and most important ones from 
him I How odious must our ingratitude be, and how heinous will 
our guilt appear ? He hath brought us, as a nation, from the bon- 
dage of popery and arbitrary power ; led us through many perils ; 
given us a plentiful country, and succeeded our struggles against 
foreign and domestic enemies. He hath given us good governors, 
and skilful, faithful interpreters of his law. How proving then 
must be the guilt of such a people ! how much need is there of hu- 
miliation ! 

2. We learn the folly and vanity of trusting in creaturest to the 
neglect of God. The Israelites were always courting idols, and 
idolatrous alliances, while they forsook their God and king. Our 
epidemical sin, as a nation, is forgetting God and trusting in our own 
wisdom and strength. This is forsaking a fountain for a broken 
cistern ; and what can we expect but disappointment ? what have 
we to do 10 make fichh our arm^ when we have a God of almighty 
power and everlasting goodness to trust in ? This were folly and 
madness ; and it becomes us to be upon our guard, lest we be 
chargeable with it ; and to implore mercy for our nation, since ik 
is a temper that so generally prevails. 

S. When a nation suffers calamities, it is owing to its sins. The 
Israelites are several times reminded of this in the passages we have 
l^een reading. The neighbouring princes were confederates against 
them, and brought much desolation upon them. But hast not thou 
procuied this to thyself ? When our enemies are muldplied, and 
our danger increased, may not the same question be put to us ? God 
was leading us by the way, leading us to peace and prosperity ; our 
prospects were promising ; but our sins hid those good things from 
us, engaged us in fresh quarrels, and exposed us to further and 
greater evils. Our wickedness is in this instance correcting us ; 
and it becomes us to bewail it before God, and to reform ; lest we 
find by further dreadful experience, what an evil and bitter thing it 
is to have forsaken God, and cast off his fear 

4. God will be justified in the judgments which he brings upon a 
wicked nation. He pleads with Israel, to show them that his judgments 
were righteous, and their calamities deserved. The same appeal 
may be made to us. What iniquity have we found in God, that we 
should have deserted his senice, or have been cold and formal in 
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it ? Has it been either unpleasant or unprofitable ? What could he 
have done more for us, that he has not done ? We are worae than 
the heathens, for they do not change their gods, nor are they so m* 
different about their worship. This will fully vindicate a just God, 
if he punishes us as our ingratitude and iniquities have deserved. 
But while he condescends thus to plead with us, and to display his 
former mercy, h gives us encouragement to return. The design of 
these remonstrances to Israel was to lead them to repentance, and 
prevent their ruin. God grant they may have a good e^ect upoa 
our minds ; engage us to return to God ; and to knovf^ in this our 
dayj the things that belong to our fieace^ before ti.ey are for ever hid 
from qur eyes. 



CHAP. II. 20, to the end. CHAP. III. 1—6. 

The profihet continues his exftostuiations with the fieopte for their 

wickedness. 

30 'P'OR of old time I have broken thy yoke, [and] burst thy 
JL bands ; and thou saidst, I will not transgress ; vfhm I de* 
Uvered thee from Egyfit^ thou didst promise at mount Sinai to be 
obedient^ and didst behave well when first settled in Canaan ; 
when, or yet^ upon every high hill and i^der every green tree 

SI thou wanderest, playing the harlot. Yet I had planted thee a 
noble vine, wholly a right seed : how then art thou turned into 
the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me ? / gave you a 
good constitution of governments excellent laws and ordinances^ yet 

22 now ye are become corrupt and degenerate. For though thou 
wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, [yet] thine ini- 
quity is marked before me, saith the Lord Goo ; though thcni iv 
sistest upon thy innocence j andjustifiest thyself yet thine irnqtiififit 

33 are all known to mr.* How canst thou say I am not polluted, 1 
have not gone after Baalim ? see thy way in the valley, where, 
thy idolatrous worship isperformed^ especially the sacrificing of thy 
children^ and know what thou hast done : [thou art] a swift 
dromedary traversing her ways, running from one idol to another ^ 

24 A wild ass used to the wilderness, [that] snuffelh up the wind 
at her pleasure ; in her occasion who can turn her away ? all 
^hey that seek her will not weary themselves ; in her month 
they shall find her ; like an ass^ which at one time cannot be catch* 
edy but which in her month (when big and unwieldy) is eariy to be 
caught ; so you shall in a little time feel the burden ofynjcr own i«/- 

S5 guities. Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat 
from thirst : but thou saidst, There is no hope : no ; for i have 
loved strangers, atid after them will I go ; as an asn, which cok^ 

• They had contrived a wny to rtconctlc thf wrr«hlp of idolf with iYuk wonhlp ' f Je- 
|»ovah« pretending it was onl> »ab«rdmMlc worship ; a pititUt dks^ixmlon, wbico rai'isc» aritt 
•«• to ocffcod their idolatry. ' 
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tinues with its owner .^ wiilde 9hod^ and have fiUnty offood^ but when 
it runs away^ will wear out its hoqfsy and want both food <md watery 
ao thy idolatries will be injurious and destructive ; yet thou dost 

26 desfierately resolve to go on in thy evil ways. As the thief is 
ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed ; 
they have nothing to say, but^ like an hardened robber^ im/mdently 
deny the fact ; they^ their kings, their princes, and their priests, 

27 and their prophets, Saying to a stock, Thou [art] my £ither ; 
and to a stone^ Thou hast brought me forth ; giving that firaise 
to idols which is due to God alone, as the author and preserver x^f 
all things : for they have* turned [their] back unto me in con- 
temfity and not [their] face : but in the time of their trouble they 

28 will say. Arise, and save us. But where [are] thy gods that 
thou hast made thee ? let them arise, if they can save thee in 
the time of thy trouble : for [according to] the number of thy 
cities are thy gods, O Judah ; every city hath its fieculiar godsy 

29 like the heathens. Wherefore will ye plead with me your inno* 
cence and my firomiaes ? ye all have transgressed against me, 

30 saith the Lord. In vain have I smitten your children ; they re- 
ceived no correction ; they are not grown better : your own sword 
hath devoured your prophets, who reftroved you, like a destroy- 

3 1 ing lion, with/Ury and jileasurcy as a lion devours his prey, O 
generation, see ye the word of the Lord ; consider it anda/ifily • 
your hearts to it. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel ? a land 
of darkness ? wherefore say my people. We are lords ; we are 
an indefiendent fieofde ; we wiU come no more unto thee ; we 

33 can save ourselves^ we have no need of thee. Can a maid forget 
her ornaments, [or] a bride her attire ? yet my people have for- 
gotten me days without number ; they have renounced their rc^ 

33 lation to me^ which vhis their greatest glory. Why trimmest thou 
thy way to seek love, like a lewd wonum^ who by gay dress 
and artful looks endeavours to inveigle others ? therefore hast 
thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways, and been an examfile 

Si of heinous wickedness to others. Also in thy skirts is found the 
blood of the souls of the poor innocents : I have not found it by 
secret search, but upon all these ; in every fiart of the land the 
murder of your children is as idain, as if your garments were 
sfirinkled with their blood ; by which means murder is sometimes 
discovered, 

35 Yet thou sayest^ Because I am Innocent, surely his anger shall 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou 

36 sayest, I have not sinned, andfirove the contrary. Why gaddest 
thou about so much to change thy yizjy flying from one alliance 
to another ? a filain firoofthat you have forsaken me : thou also 
shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. 

37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, or from hence^ that is^from 
thy own country.^ and thine hands upon thine head, as moum^ 
ersy and in token of thy extreme grief : for the Lord hath reject- 
ed thy confidences, and tliou shalt not prosi>er iu them. 
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1 Chap. III. They say, it is a knovm adjudged case^ If a man 
put away his wife, and &he go from him, and become another 
man's, shall he return unto her again ? shall not that land be 
greatly polluted by such detestable practices ? but thoU hast play- 
ed the harlot with many lovers, by thine alliances with idolaters ; 
yet return again to me, saith the Lord, and I will receive thee 

2 into/bvour. Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see 
where thou hast not been Ken with. In the ways hast thou sat 
for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness, that wails for the 
caravans to buy goods ; thou hast been no more ashamed to sit by 
the way side as a prostitute^ than a merchant is to deal with hia 
customers ; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms 

3 and with thy wickedness. Therefore the showers have been with- 
holden, and there hath been no latter rain ; and thou hadst a 

4 whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed. Wilt thou not 
from this time cry unto me, My father, thou [art] the guide of 
my youth ? and return to Gody as thy husband^ before thou art 
quite ruined ? wilt thou not from this time do it, when thou art so 
graciously invited^ and there are so many threatenings of sad judg^ 

5 ments if thou continuest obstinate ? Will he reserve [his anger] 
for ever ? will he keep [it] to the end ?* Behold, thou hast 
spoken and done evil things as thou couldst. 



I. TTO 

Jl1s< 



REFLECTIONS. 

W vain are all the ^empts of sinners to justify them- 
selves in an evil way I i hey, like Israel, are fond of doing 
it ; they deny the fact, plead innocence, and say they are not poN 
luted. Yet all their iniquity is marked before God ; their secret 
sins are in the light of Ids countenance ; and when he comes to plead 
with them, and set his law and their sins in order before them, they 
will be overwhelmed with shame and confusion. May we learn to 
guard against self deceit. We cannot plead innocence nor vindicate 
our conduct ; therefore we should humbly and thankfully submit to 
the terms of the gospel. 

2. They who forsake the service of God, change for the worse ; 
change their God, for those which are no gods ; their glory, for that 
which is their shame and reproach ; like an un tractable beast, that 
forsaking a good master is exposed to want and ruin. But men do 
not consider what their sins will bring them to at last. God is not 
a wilderness to his people ; his service is both pleasant and profita- 
ble ; but if we desert it, we run into shame, misery, and ruin ; and 
their case will be the worst of all, who do this after they have prom- 
ised that they will not transgress. 

S. The vanity and insufficiency of earthly things will abundantly 
appear in the day of trouble. Men will not hearken in the day of 
prosperity j but when sickness and death come upon them^ their 

• Tf»«c are words put into their month wherewith to approach Ood ; yet there wai lit- 
tle hopeof their uaing tbrm^ because tbey had shown allhatrtrd to God and goodncis. 

Vol. V. O o 
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ftpirits will be tamed. They now reject reproof, and scorn adrice ; 
but when distress and angoish come upon them, where are their 
gods, their honoui*s, and gay friends and companions ? let them 
arise, and sare them, if they can, in times of trouA>le : but here they 
will find disappointment. The Lord bath rejected such ccHifidences, 
and men can never prosper in them. But if we make God our 
hope and portion, and his service our business, we may chcerfuUy 
say to him, in our time of trouble, ArUe^ and sarue um ; and he will 
be our refuge and strength. 

4. How kind is God to invite sinners to return, and put proper 
words and encouragements into their mouths. Though a man will 
not receive an adulterous wife, yet God invites sinners to return Co 
him. He will not reserve his anger lor ever, because he (UUghteth in 
mercy. Let rebellious children retom to him as their father from 
this time, when he again invites them, and he will have compassion 
upon themi will subdue their iniquities, and cast all their sins into 
the depth of the sea. 



CHAP. III. 6, to the end. CHAP. IV. 1—3. 

In ordet (o tmderstand this part of the firofifttcy^ we muat remember^ 
that it refers to the time of Jomah^ a very zealoiu reformer : the 
/teo/de were not hearty in hia rrformation ; they only com/i&ed with 
it externally y and qf\er his death relafised into idolatry, 

6 'T^HE Lord said also iinto me in the days of Josiah the 

X kingi Hast thou seen [that] which backsliding Israel 
hath done ? she is gone up upon every high mountain and un- 

7 der every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. And I 
said, by the ftrofiheta^ after she had done all these [things,] Turn 
thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacher- 

8 ous sister Jodah saw [it.] And I saw, when for all the causes 
v/liereby backsliding Israel committed adultery, I had put her 
away, and given her a bill of divorce, that w, dissolved the spirit-' 
ual relation between us ; and she was carried captive ; yet her 
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the har- 

9 lot also. And it came to pass through the lightness of her 
whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery 

10 with stones and with stocks. And yet for all this, her treacher- 
ous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, 

1 1 but feignedly, saith the Lord. And the Lord said unto me, 
The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacher- 
ous Judah ; Israel is less guilty titan Judah^ because Judah did 
not take warning, 

12 Go and proclaim these words toward the north, where the ten 
tribes were carried captive^ and say. Return, thou backsliding 
Isi^ael, saith the Lord ; [and] I will not cause mine anger to 

« fiiU, or continue^ upon you : for I [am] merciful, saith the Load, 
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13 [and] I win not keep [anger] for ever. Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity^ C(n\ft98 ir^ and be tnUy penitent for tV, that thou 
hast transgressed against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, rvn v/i and 
down to the goda of neighbouring nation^y and ye have not obeyed 

14 my voice) saith the Loan. Turn, O backsliding children, saitli 
the Loan ; for I am married unto you : and I wiil take you one 
of a city, and two of a &mily, and I will bring you to Zion ; ye 
ahail be restored again; and though but fevf shall come^ yet 

1 5 those shall not be overlooked : And I will give you pastors ac- 
cording to mine heart, which shall &od you with knowledge and 

16 understanding, and no more entice you to idolatry. And it shall 
come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, 
in those days, saith the Lonn, tbey shall say no more, The ark 
of the covenant of the Loan : neither shall it come to mind : 
neither shall they remember it ; neither shall they visit [it ;] 

17 neither shaH [that] be done any more.* At that time they shall 
call Jerusalem, The throne of the Lord ; God mil give them 
evident firoqfs tfhia spiritual residence among them^ and his regard 
to them as their king ; and all the nations shall he gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem : neither shall thty 

18 walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart, hi 
those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Is- 
rael, and they shall come together out of the land of the north 
to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fa- 
thers ; many of the Israelites shall return %vith the Jews to Co' 

19 naan. But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, 
tUlfte must be a great change in you before I can do this^ and give 
thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations ; 
oTy a land which the nations desire^for they envy you this landy and 
desire to possess it ? and I said, Tliou shah call me, My father ; 
and shah not turn away from me ; I will bestow upon thee a filial 
frame of heart toward me ; thou sbatt return to me as thy father % 
and continue faithfUl to me ; then Twill bestow these Javours upon 
you, 

20 Surely [as] a wife treacherously departeth from her husband ; 
so have ye dealt treacherously tdth tne, O house of Israel, saith 

2 1 the Loan. A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping 
[and] supplications of the children of Israel, repenting and ask' 
ing mercy : for, or because^ they have perverted their way, [and] 

23 they have forgotten the Lord their God. Return ye back- 
sliding children, [and] I will heal your backsUdings. This is 
God*s invitation : to which they refibfy Behold, we come unto 
thee, for thou [art] the Lord our God, and wilt heal and comfort 

23 our heartSywMch are wounded with grief and sorrow, Tinjly invain 
[is salvation hoped for] from the hills [and from] the multitude of 
mountains ; from idols j or any foreign alliances : it is in vain to go 

* nUt teem* to tefer to the fp^ffeh and to intinate the abolition of Jewish ccrfmonia, 
,h perbain tke ark never was in theiecend rem^Ic* at Icaic there W4t no Sheklnah, dna 
luppoee there if a refWreiwe to ikai. 
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vfi to the mountains to look if they are coming : truly in the Lord 

24 our God, [is] the salration of Israel. For shame, that w, «m 
and idolatry y hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our 
youth ; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their 
daughters ; theae have vfated our 9ub9tancey amd brought our 

25 enemies ufion w. We lie down in our shame, and our confudoA 
covereth us ; vte are not able to bear up under it : for we have 
sinned against the Lord our God, we and our fathers, from our 
youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voxe of the 
Lord our God. In answer to these erfiresnoru of sorrow and 
refientance^ God assures Israel^ 

1 Chap. IV. If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, re- 
turn unto roe heartily^ not by outward firqfession onfy : and if 
' thou wilt put away thine abominations, thine idols^ and thy pns^ 
out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove, but be estabSshed in 

S the land. And thou shalt swear, The Lord hveth, in trttth, in 
judgment, and in lighteousness ; thou shalt no more swear by 
idolsy but in imfiortant cases nuike thine apfieol to God for the main^ 
tenance of truth and justice ; and the nations shall bless them- 
selves in him, and in him shall they glory ; many heathens shall 
become proselytes^ shall esteem themselves happy in being the peo- 
pie of Gody and shall triumph in their relation to him and intercMfi 
in Mm, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. 'T^HE judgments of God upon others are designed as warn-r 
X ings to us, and he is displeased if they are not allihded 
to. He expected that Judah should be alarmed by the captivity 
of Israel, and it was an aggravation of their guilt that they were not. 
God gives us many awful warnings by his word and providences ; 
even tlie calamities of Israel and Judah, are standing warnings to us, 
and are so described in the New Testament. God knows what 
admonitions he hath g^ven us, and what effect they have had ; and 
if we overlook them and prove treacherous to our religious profes- 
sions and engagements, we shall &11 under his displeasure^ for his 
power and wrath are against all them that forsake him. 

2. The abundant mercy and recondleableness of God, are mo- 
tives to sinners to return to him. He commands his ministers 
and prophets to proclaim this ; to assure sinners of his readiness to 
forgive ; and invites them to return. May we hear the proclama- 
tion with gratitude and pleasure ; and let our answer be^ Beholdy we 
come unto thee^ for thou art the Lord our God. 

3. It is happy for a people to have pastors after God^ own heart ; 
such as he approves on account of their character and fidelity in 
their office. They are good pastors in God's sight, who take care 
of the flock, endeavour to improve their understandings, mend their 
spirits, and make them wise to salvation. The people who have 
«uch pastors, (who are, alas ! too few) ought to be very thankful to 
God> and esteem them highly in love for their work*s,9cice, • 
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4. Let us (filigentty attend to the terms of forgiveness and ac- 
ceptance with God. Sinners are to acknowledge their iniquities 
with shame and sorrow ; to put away all their abominations, to re- 
turn to him as their father, to cherish filial dispositions, to give 
themselves to prayer, to reverence the majesty and omniscience of 
God, to place all their happiness in his favour, to be faithful in alt 
their declarations and promises, and never to turn away from the 
Lord. May this be our character. Then will he heal our back- 
slidings^ put us among his children, and give us a goodly heritage^ 
even an inJieritance incorrufuible^ undejiledy and thai fade th not away^ 
reserved in heaven for ««. 



CHAP. IV. 3, to the end. 

This /iro/iheey w addressed to Judahand Jerusalem ; if is a cail to re- 
Jientancej and /or eU lis their destruction by the Chaldeans. 

3 TT'O R tliussaith the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusa- 
X^ lem. Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among 
thorns ; be humble and penitent^ otherwise you are like an hus" 
bandman who sows among thorns without filoughing^ and thefiro^ 

4 duce is good for nothing. Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, 
and taHe away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem ; mortify your con-ufitaffectionsy and donot 
content yourselves with external rites : lest my fury come forth 
like iire, and bum that none can quench [it,] because of the evil 

5 of your doings. Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusa- 
lem ; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land : cry, gather 
together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the 

6 defenced cities for security against the Chaldeans. Set up the; 
standard toward Zion : retire, stay not : for I will bring evil 

7 from the north, and a great destruction. The lion is ccme up 
from his thicket, Nebuchadnezzar is coming from Babylon^ 
and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way, or, the scourge 
of nations^ that hath made desolate the neighbouring countries^ is 
on his march against you { he is gone forth from his place to 
make thy land desolate ; [and] thy cities shall be laid waste 

8 without an inhabitant. For this gird you with sackcloth, lament 
and howl : for the fierce anger of the Lord is not turned back 

9 from us. And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the Lord, 
[that] the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the 
princes, they shall be guile stufiid oTid confounded ; and the 
priests, that should blow the trumfiet and encourage the fieople t9 
war J shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder, that isy 

10 the false firofihets^ that said the calamity should not come. Then 
said I, Ah, Lord God I surely thou hast greatly deceived this 
people and Jerusalem, that is^ thou hast fiermitted it to be done^ 

« iiast steered the false prophets to deceive them by strong delu' 
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«fD7it, saying, Te shall hove peace ; whereas the sw^rA reach- 
1 1 etli unto the soul. At that time shall it be aud to this peo|>le 
and to Jerusalem, A dty wind of the high places In the wilder*^ 
ness toward the daughter of my peo^e, not to &A, nor to 
clean sr, but to destroy the fruits of the earthy to scatter and cmrry 
13 them avfay ; [Even] a full wind from those [places] shall come 
unto rae ; or, as it is better rendered^ afuii vfindjbr a curse ^aU 
come at my bidding, too strong for them to withststnd : now also 

13 Will I give sentence against them. Behold, he shall come up as 
clouds that cover the sky, and his chariots [shall be] as a whirl- 
wind : his horses are swifter than eagles. Wo unto us I for 

14 we are spciled. O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wicked- 
ness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain 
thoughts ledge within thee ? thy foolish devices^ ejcfiectationSf 

1 5 and de/iendencesy to w/iich you have so long trusted : For a voice 
declarcth from Dan, and publisheth afRiction from mount 
Ephraim ; which lay norths nem'est to Babylon^ from vfkence the 

1 6 tidings came. Make ye mention to the nations ; behold, pub- 
lish against Jerusalem, [that] watchers come from a far coun- 
try, soldiers that watch aver them to do them miscMeft and give 
out their voice against the cities of Judah, who tttcourage one 

17 another to fall on and subdue them. As keepers of a field, are 
they against her round about, surrouh<ling her cities ; because 

18 she hath been rebellious against me, saittTtf^eXoRo. Thy way 
and thy doings have procured these [things] imto thee ; this 
[is] thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth un- 
to thine heart like a deadly wound, 

19 My bowels, my bowels t I am pained at my very heart ; t»iy 
heart maketh a noise in me ; I cannot hold my peace, because 
thou hast lYcard, O my soul, the sound of the tnimpet, the ahum 
of war ; / tenderly symfiathize with my country in the firosfieet of 

50 these miseries. Destruction upon destruction is cried,"* for the 
whole land is spoiled : suddenly are my tents spoiled, [and] my 

21 curtains in a moment, as easily as tents are remirved. How long 
shall I see the standard, [and] hear the sound of the trumpet ? 

22 For my people [is] foolish, they have not known me ; they [arc] 
sottish children, and they have none understanding : they [are] 
wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge ; they 
are skUfd in the arts of sin, but are strangers to religion ; they 

'22 ithow no contrivance or quickness J>ut when it is to do evil. I be- 
held the earth, and, lo, [it was] without forni and void ; and the 

5 i heavens, and they [had] no light. I beheld the mountains, and, 

25 Id, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, 
lo, [there was] no man, and all the birds of the heavens were 

i6 flvid. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place [was] a wildernt^ss, 
and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the 
Lord, [and] by his fierce anger ; a figurative descrifition of the 
confusion and calamities of the nation, us if the frame of nature was 

• Fi/c of Lhcir king* in cuccewlon were sUln or drposed* ia a lew yean. 9 
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Sr dntroyed^ and tht earth redmced to ita original chUos, Fdr, thun 
hath the Lord said, The whole land shall be desolate ; yet will 

M I not make a full end, a rtmnant shall remain. For this shall 
the earth mourn, and the heavens idiove be black : because I 
have spoken [it,] I have purposed [it,] and will not re-* 
pent, neither will I turn back fixmi it ; fareaeeing that they 
vriU not refient aa a nation^ I determined that the remnant 

29 only aiuUl be aaved. The Whole city shall flee for the noise 
of the horsemen and bowmen ; they shall go into thick* 
ets, and climb up upon the rocks to aarve their Uvea : every 
city [shall be] forsaken, and not a man dwell therein. 

30 And [when] thou [art] spoiled, what wilt thou do ? Though 
thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee 
with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with paint- 
ing, or, dUtendeat thine eyea wiihfiainc^ fsome/irefiaration uaedto 
comract the eyeiida to make the eyes look larger,^ aa the eastern na^ 
tiona reckon large eyea to be the moat beautiful^) in vain shalt thou 
make thyself fiiir, Uke a atrtemfiet courting her old lovers ; [thy J 
lovers win despise thee, they will seek thy life ; thou shalt aeck 

31 helfifrom thy idola and alUea in vain. For I have heard tlie voice 
as of a woman in travail, [and] the anguish as of her thfit bring- 
eth forth her first child, when her paina as well as her fears are 
greatest^ the voice of the daughter of Zion, [that] bewailcth 
herself, [that] spreadeth her hands, [saying,] Wo [is] me now J 
for my soul is wearied because of murdefers ; because of th£ 
enemy, that ntake^ such dreadful slaughter, 

REFLECTIONS, 

I. T E T us attend to the instructive views here given \is of re- 
i ^ pentance and returning to God ; it is breaking vfi the fallow 
ground, A beautiful description of a carnal heart ; which- is un- 
fruitful, overrun with thorns, where no seeds of goodness will grow ; 
and it must be broken up by repentance. This is a difficult work. 
It is hard to correct vicious habits ; it is like ploughing ground 
that has long been fallow ; yet it is a necessary work, if we desire 
txy reap in mercy. Circumcise your hearts, subdue your corrupt 
niiections, or, as it is expressetl v. 1 4. more agreeably to christian 
language, and the ordinance of baptism, Wash thy hearty ^nd be not 
content with external wasbin^g. It is not sufficient to regulate \{\*t 
Ufe, and appear outwardly good ; but we roust see that the heni-t 
be cleansed by repentance and faith, and that sinful desires be sup^ 
pressed for the future ; because God searcheth the heart, and ihc 
wickedness that lodgeth there is an abomination to him. Let us 
therefore pray that God wouX^crcatein ua clean hearts, and rerww 
rig/it sfiirita within ua, 

2. Wlioever are the instruments of our troubles, we shmild view 
them as coming from ihe hand of God, and that sin is the cause of 
them. The fierce anger of the Lord brought ll^ Chaldeans uj^on 
Jddah. They came round about herj, because she had been relrrUrjus 
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agatmt the Lvrd. Thus when enetaks, peraecutars, and slindereri 
beset us, howcTer unjust they maf be, we ought to acknowledge 
that the Lord U righteous. We have done enough to justify him ift 
any evils that he may bring upon us ; and it becomes us to humble 
ourselves under his mighty hand. 

3. The calamities of war should be deeply laraentedt and we 
should tenderly pity those who are sufiPering by them. The pro- 
phet Jeremiah) though he saw the desolation of Judah ooly by a 
spirit of prophecy, and did not know whether he should actually 
live to behold it, yet bitterly bewails it, but more esped^y the sins 
which occasioned it. Let us bewail the desolations of war, and the 
long continuance of them ; and earnestly pray that God would give 
fieace in our time. We may also learn, from the agony which the 
prophet felt on this occasion, how much more deeply we ought to 
be affected by the prospect of that indignation and wrath^ tribuhfion 
and anguish^ which shall come u/ion the ungodly : and, knowing the 
terrors qfthe Lord^ let us fiersuade men to be reconciled io him. 



CHAP. V. 

The firofihet here goes on to refiresent the degeneracy of the freo/ile^ 
and the calamities which were coming ufion them, 

1 13 UN ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalemr and 
xV see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, 
if ye can find a man, if there be [any] that executeth judgment, 

2 that sceketh the truth j and I will pardon it. And though they 
say, The LoRn liveth ; surely they swear falsely ; though they 
swear Inf the true God^ and not by idols^ yet they afifieal to hkn as 

3 a witness of falsehood, O Lord, [are] not thine eyes upon the 
truth I thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved ; 
thou hast consumed ihem, [but] they have refused to receive 
correction : they have made their faces harder than a rock ; 
they have refused to return ; thou knawest their true character ; 
notwiths' ending thy judgments^ they were stubborn and rebellious^ 

A and would not be reformed. Therefore I said, Surely these fare] 
poor ; they are foolish : for they know not the way of the 
LoRB, [nor] the judgment of their God ; their ignorance is the 

5 cause of their disobedience, I will get me unto the great men, 
and will speak unto them ; for they have known the way of the 
Lord, [and] the judgment of their God ; I may exficct better 
things from them^ as they have enjoyed a better education and st^ 
perior advantages : but these have altogether broken the yoke, 

$ [and] burst the bonds, like headstrong oxen. Wherefore a lion 
out of the forest shall slay them, [and] a woH* of the evenings 
shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities : every 
one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces by a powerful,, 
greedyi cunning enemy : because their transgressions are many, 
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T [and] their bfM:k8Hding» are increased. How shall I pardon thee 
for this ? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by [them 
that are] no gods : when I had fed them to the full> they then 
ooinmitted adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the 
harlots' houses ; and m it conmatent with justice to pardon auch 

% offcndcTB ? They were [as] fed hors^ in the morning : every 
one neighed afl» his neighbour's wife ; they ahuaed their fiien* 

9 ty^ and gratified their luste in a most abandoned manner. Shall 
I not-visit for these [things ?] saith the Lord : and shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? do they not deserve 

10 some remarkaile fiunishment ? Go ye up upon her walls, and de- 
stroy ; but make not a full end : take away her battlements ; 

1 1 for they [are] not the Lord's. For the house of Israel, and 
the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, 

13 saith the Lord. They have belied the Lord, and said, [It is] 
not he ; neither shall evil come upon us ; neither shall we see 
sword nor famine ; he is not such a being as his fircfihets say he 

13 is^he mil not do as tliey threaten : And the prophets shall be- 
come wind, and the word [is] not in them ; they are nothing but 
noise and vanity^ a parcel of silly enthusiasts : thus shall it be 
done unto them ; the evils they .threaten us with shall come upon 

li themselves. Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Be- 
cause ye speak this word, Behold, I will make my words in thy 
mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them aa 

1 5 certainly and speedily as the fire consumes wood. Lo, I will bring 
a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the Lord : 
it [is] a mighty nation, it [is] an ancient nation, a nation whose 
language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they 
say, therefore you can neither parley with nor ask compassion from 

16 them. Their quiver [is] as an open sepulchre, they [are] all 
mighty men ; they shall do vast execution and shall destroy muU 

\7 iitudes. And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, 
[which] thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they shall eat 
up thy flocks and thine herds : they shall eat up thy vines and 
thy fig trees : they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein 

18 thou trustedst, with the sword. Nevertheless, in those days, 

19 saith the Lord, I will not make a full end with you.* And it 
shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the 
Lord our God all these [things] unto us ? why should we be 
singled out /or such calamities P is it consistent with God's prom* 
iscs ? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken 
me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve 
strangers in a land [that is] not yours. 

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judahy 
3 1 saying, Hear now this, O foolish people, and without under- 
standing : which have eyes, and see not ; which have ears, md 
hear not \ who make no use of your understandings but are as 

* This it a irmarkaMe prophrcy, for Jeremiah could not foresee chat the Jewi would a«t 
te sw4]lowed up by their conquerors, as other nations were. 

VeL. V. P p 
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22 9tufdd 09 your idoU : Fear ye not me ? with the Lard j will yc 
not tremble at my presence,, which hare placed the sand [for] 
the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass 
it : and though the waves thereof toss themselves, y^ can they 
not prevail ; though they roar, yet can- they not pass over it \ 
a circnmMtance often mentioned^ as a proof nf God* 9 power and do* 

83 ndmon. But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart ; 

24 they are revolted and gone. Neither say they in their heart, 
Let tts now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the 
former and the latter, in his season ; they are not affhcted by hi9 
g^odne99 : he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the hal^ 
vest ; a proof of hU providence which w obviou9 to the meane9t 

25 capacity. Your iniquities have turned away these [things,] the9e 
harve9t ble98ing9y and your sins have withholdm good [things] 

26 from you. For among my people arc found wicked [men :] 
they hijr wait, as he that setteth snares ; they set a trap, they 
catch mdn ; they betray^ overreach^ and make a prey qfcne an- 

27 other. As a <;age is full of birds, so [are] their houses full of 
good9 gotten by deceit I therefore they are become great, and 

28 waxen rich. They are waxen fot, they shine : yea, they over* 
pass the deeds of the wicked, the common in9tance9 qf infuMtice 
and oppre99ion : they judge not the cause, the cause of the 
fiitherless, yet they prosper ; and the right of the needy do they 

89 not judge. Shall I not visit for these [things ?] saith the 
Lord : shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? 

30 A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land ; 

3 1 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means ; and my people love [to have it] so ; and what will ye 
do in the end thereof ? what can these thingi come t9 but the 
ruin of you all ? 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TXT £ licre see the design of God in afflictions. He strikes 
V V men that they may see their sin, be humble and griev- 
ed for it. He consumes their substance or health, that they may 
receive correction with the temper of children ; accommodate 
themselves to it and be better for it ; he designs to bring them 
back to himself. This shows his justice, wisdom, and goodness in 
afflictions, that they are to answer so important an end ; and 
how displeasing to him impatience, pride, and obstinacy must be. 

2. We see the advantages of being placed in the middle circum* 
stances of life. Jeremiah in his day, and we in ours, find the poor 
ignorant and brutish ; many of them destitute of the means of in- 
struction ; others of them, for want of education, know not how to 
use and improve them. The rich, though they have enjoyed supe- 
rior advantages, are generally haughty, insolent, and obstinate ; 
will walk in the way of their hearts and after the fashions of the 
world, be they right or wrong. It is a happiness (6 be free from 
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the temptatioBf of poverty and ricbeS) and to be placed in that mid« 
die state of life, which is best both fix this world and another. 

3. We here see the cause why many persist in their iniquities, 
notwithstanding the warnings of God's word. It is because they do 
not believe them ; they belie the Lord ; think he is not so holy and 
just a Being, nor will be so strict in his judgments, as his word de- 
clares. They despise the warnings of ministers ; thinking them to 
be words of course i and that they talk so, because it is their trade i 
they will not own any thing to be the word of God, but what they 
like : but all his words will prove true, and be too hard for them ; 
and the judgments they despise or disbelieve will devour them. 

4. The power and goodness of God in the course of iiis provi-» 
dence, is a motive to fear and reverence him. He keeps the sea 
within Its bounds amidst the most violent tempests ; stops its 
course by the smallest sand, as easily as by walls of rock. When 
the tide has risen to such a height, it returns back, as if it obeyed 
the divine command. Who would not tremble at the presence 
of so great and awful a Being I Shall we not fear him vfho aUogive9 
W rain from heaven^ and fna'tfiU sedtons ? who favours us^every 
year with seed time and harvest I Let us meditate on his power, 

, his goodness, and universal providence, that we may adore, rever- 
ence, and serve him, who is mighty in fiower^ excellent in workingr 
and vfhojilh the whole earth with his goodness. 

5. It would be happy for men if they would but consider what 
will be the end of thmgs. It Is of the last importance, both for this 
world and another, to consider before we undertake any thing, what 
the end will be. It would especially prevent many of the calami- 
ties, and most of the iniquities that prevail among men ; but they 
please themselves with their own imaginations, follow the course of 
this world, and seldom or never think what they shall do in the end 
thereof. There will be an end ; death is the end of all men, as to 
this world ; after that, the judgment wilj settle their everlasting 
state ; and their end will be happy or miserable as their lives have 
been good or bad. Oh that men were wiaey that they understood thisy 
that they would consider their latter end. 



CHAP. VI. 

In which the same subject is continued, 

1 /^ Y E children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to Bee out 
V^ of the midst of Jerusalem,* and blow the trumpet in 
Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire, that ts^ a beacon^ in Bethhacce* 
rem : for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction. 

2 I have likened the daughter of Zion, Jerusalem y to a comely and 

3 delicate [woman.] The shepherds witl^ their flocks shall come 

* Part of JeniMlem was in the tribf of B. nj unin; this was the propt el's own tribo and 
tberdtorc he wai greatix coicerntd about tbcn . 
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unto her ; they shall pitch [their} tents against her round 
about ; they shall feed every one in his place, in his fiaature or 
quarter^ till they quite devour it ; the Chaldeans shall encouragt 

4 one another^ to attack Jerusalem^ sayings Prepare ye war against 
her ; arise, and let us go up at noon, in the heat of the day. Wo 
unto us ! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening 
are stretched out ; lamenting to lose a single day in the attack ; 

5 yea they shall be so eager as to add, Arise, and let us go by night, 

6 and let us destroy her palaces. For thus hath the Lord of 
hosts said, this is his commission to the Chaldeans, Hew ye down 
trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem : this [is] the city to 

7 be visited ; she [is] wholly oppression in the midst of her. As 
a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wicked* 
ness, abundantly and constantly : violence and spoil is heard in 
her ; before me continually [is] giief and wounds, the wounds 

8 qf those whom she hafh ofi/iressed. Be thou instructed, O Jeru- 
salem, lest my soul depart from thee ; lest I make thee deso- 
late, a land not inhabited ; take vfaming be/ore these threatenings 
and judgments are begun, 

9 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean 
the remnant of Israel as a vine : turn back thine hand as a grape 
gatherer into the baskets, when he esfdes more bunches ; so wiU 

10 God make an entire riddance. To whom shall I speak, and give 
warning, that they may hear ? behold, their ear [is] uncircum- 
cised, and they cannot hearken ; it is grown hecrvy, and indisfios* 
ed to hear the truth : behold, the word of the Lord is unto them 
a reproadh ; they have no delight in it ; they hate it, and charge 

11 the ftrofihets with being slanderers. Therefore I am full of the 
fury of the Lord ; I am weary with holding in ; I must rfr- 
nounce his judgments : I will pour it out upon the children 
abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together, when at 
their clubs and merry meetings : for even the husband with the 
wife shall be taken, the aged with [him that is] full of days. 

13 And their houses shaU be turned unto others, [with their] fields 
and wives together : for I will stretch out my hand upon the 

13 inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord. For from the least of 
them even unto the greatest of them every one [is] given to cov- 
etousness ; and from the prophet even unto the priest, all the 
different orders of men that should have promoted religion, every 

14 onedealeth falsely. They have healed also the hurt [of the 
daughter] of my people slightly, saying. Peace, peace, when 
[there is] no peace ; instead qf searching the wound to the bot- 
tom, they have skinned it over, so that it will break out again, 

\ 5 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination ? 
nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush : 
therefore they shall fall among them that &11 : at the time 
[that] I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the Lord. 

16 Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for 
the old paths, where [is] the good way, in which your fdous fa- 
therSf the patriarchs and prophets trody and walk therein, and ye 
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shall find rest to your «ouIs. But they said, We will not walk 

17 [therein.] Also I set watchmen over you, co warn you of dan- 
gevy and to threaten my judgments^ [saying,] Hearken to the 
sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 

18 Therefore hear, ye neighbouring nations, and know, O congre- 
gation, esfieciaUy ye governors and magistrates^ what [is] among 

19 them, what a height of wickedne^fi they are grown to. Hear, O 
earth ; behold, I will bring evil upon this people, [even] the 
fruit of their thoughts, that £*, their evil thoughts and the things 
theyfear^ because they have not hearkened unto my wordsp nor 

20 to my law, but rejected it. To what purpose cometh there to 
me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country, 
on which you ground your pretensioTis to my facvour ? your burnt 
offerings [are] not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto 

21 me. Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lay stum- 
bling blocks before this people, and the father and the sons to- 
gether shall &11 upon them ; the neighbour and his friend shall 
perish ; their designs shtdl miscarry y they shall fall into the evils 
they thought to avoid ; neither the father*s wisdom nor the son*s 

22 strength^ shall deliver them. Thus s^th the Lord, Behold, a 
people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall 

33 be raised from the sides of the earth. They shall lay hold on 
bow and spear ; they [arc] cruel, and have no mercy ; their 
voice roareth like the sea ; and they ride upon horses, set in 

24 array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion. We 
have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble : anguish 
hath taken hold of us, [and] pain, as of a woman in travail ; the 

25 fieopleare terribly alarmed at the report y and say^ Go not forth 
into the field, nor walk by the way : for the sword of the ene- 

26 my [and] fear [is] on every side. O daughter of my people, 
gird [thee] with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes : make 
thee mourning, [as for] an only son, most bitter lamentation : 

27 for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. I have set ^ee, 
O Jeremiahy [for,] or rather in^ a tower [and] a fortress aniong 
my people, that thou mayest know and try their way, to observe 

28 their conduct ^ to see my justice^ and warn them. They [are] all 
grievous revolters, walking with slanders : [they are] brass and 
iron, the meanest metals ; they [are] all corrupters, impudent and 
obstinate y are corrupt themselvesy and corrupting one aitother. 

29 The bellows arc burned, the lead is consumed of the fire ; the 
founder melteth in vain : for the wicked are not plucked away.* 

30 Reprobate silver shall [men] call them, thatisy silver mixed with 
drossy tMt will not pass currenty because the Lord hath rejected 
them ; they shall be rejected of God and many and left to be con* 
turned in the furnace, 

* Here is an allaston to the method of refining silver ; lesd was mixed with it for that pur- 
fose ; the bellows were burned by bring long near the Are ; so long God bad used hiethods t» 
reform them ; but their wickedness was uocrenoved» nor were they the better for the means 
* ol' reformation. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. T 7^7 E ™ay infer from hence how resolute we should be in 
V V our spiritual warfare. The Chaldeans were eager to go 
up to the attack ; neither the heat of the day^ nor the coldness of the 
night discouraged them. Let the courage and patience of military 
men rouse us to Jight the good Jight (f faith. It is a glorious war- 
fare in which we are engaged againat afiiritual enendea. The com- 
mission and command are from God ; we have the promise of his 
strength, if we go on vigorously and faint not. Let Christ's aged 
soldiers not be disheartened, but be so much the more diligent, as 
the day goeth away, and the shadows of the evening are lengthen- 
ed, for a glorious reward will be given : let ua therefore be faithful 
'Wito drathy and God vriU give ua a crovm qfUfe. 

2. We see what is necessary to be done, if we desire the contin- 
uance of God*8 favour, v. 8. We must attend to religious instruc- 
tions, by whom and in what way soever delivered ;. consider their 
importance, and obey them ; else God^s soul will depart from us ; 
we shall lose his favour, and every thing honourable and comforta-* 
ble ; and then we shall become desolate indeed. Let us therefore 
hear inatruction^ and be wiscy before it is too late. 

3. We have here a lesson of important instruction for ministers^ 
They must faithfully deliver even those warnings and threatenings 
of scripture, which are most terrifying and disagreeable to men ; 
and which is not very pleasant to themselves to deliver, any farther 
than as they are needful and useful. They must beware, lest, as 
in V. 14. they encourage men in their aina^ and suffer them to perish 
through self deceit. Let their hearers also beware leat they account 
the vfardofthe Lord a reproach^ and are angry with a reproof that 
reaches their cases and consciences. Rather let them be thankful 
for it, and eateem the faithful refircrver in lave. 

4. How desirable is it for all, especially young persons, to aeek 
after and walk in the good way^ the old path ; like travellers that 
would not willingly mistake their road, but want and ask direction. 
Let them inquire in what way those have walked, whose names are 
recorded with honour in scripture ; ask of their parents, their 
ministers, tneir bible and practical books, what ia the good way^ and 
never turn a^de from it. There, and there only, will be found rest 
for their souls, present peace, and everlasting happiness. 

5. How miserable is the state of those who continue unreformed 
under the means of grace ! God tries them by various methods, by 
conscience, his providence, his word and ordinances, as metals are 
tried, in order to separate the dross, to refine and purify them. His 
ministers take pains to study, to make known and to enforce the 
will of God ; but, alas I seldom is any good effect of their pains 
seen. Their bellows are burned, their time is lost, their strength 
and health impaired, and their lives shortened. But they that will 
not be reformed, shall be utterly consumed : the Lord will reject 
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theni) and then who can save them ? who will have pity on them ? 
Let us pray that we may be refined by the means of grace, as silver 
is refined ; and be purified as gold ; then shall we be vessels of 
honouT) and our faithful ministers will rejoice in the day of Ckristy 
that they have not run in vain^ nor laboured in vain. 



CHAP. VII. 

Here begins another section of the firofihecy^ ending at the tenth chafi'^ 
ter : it ofiena with exhortations to amendment ofUfi^ without which 
their conjidefice in the temfiie is declared to be in vain, 

I nr^HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Loud, saying, 

3 X Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, (firobably at some 

grand festival) and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear 

the word of the Lord, all [ye of] Judah, that enter in at these 

3 gates to worship the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of host^, the 
God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and 1 will 
cause you to dwell in this place, or else I will give it to strangers 

4 and idolaters. Trust ye not in lying words, saying. The tern- 
pie of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the 

5 Lord, [arc] these. For if ye thoroughly amend yonr ways and 
your doings ; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a 

6 man and his neighbour ; [If] ye oppress not the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this 

7 place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt : Then will I 
cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your 
&theis, for ever and ever. 

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words that cannot profit, that isj in 

9 false prophets. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, 
and swear falsely, and bum incense unto Baal, and walk after 

10 other gods whom ye know not ; And come and stand before 
me in this house, which is called by my name, and pretend to 
worship me, and say, We are delivered to do all these abomina- 
tions ? will ye abuse my mercy and the deliverances granted ycu^ 
as if I designed them as an encouragement to you to go on in your 

1 1 sins ? Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den 
of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even I have seen [it,] saith the 

1 2 Lord, though you think I did not. But go ye now unto my place 
which [was] in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, the 
place where the ark was settled at yourfrst entrance into Canaan^ 
and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel ; ■ 
Probably the city was destroyed^ as we never read of it afterwards, 

13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the Lord, 
and I spake unto you, rising up early and speakin^^ but ye 

14 heard not ; and I called you, but ye answered not ; Therefore 
will I do unto [this] house which is called by my name, wherein 
ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to jour 
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15 fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of 
my sight) as 1 have cast out all your brethren, [even] the whole 

16 seed of Ephratm. Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them ; neither make inter- 
cession to ine : for I will not hear thee.* 

17 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Juiteh and in the 
IS streets of Jerusalem ? The children gather wood, and the &- 

thers kindle the fire, and the women knead [their] dough, to 
make cakes to the queen of heaven, :he new mooriy and to pour 
out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me 
to anger ; €ill hands are emfiloyed as if they had their meat and 

19 drink j^om them. Do they provoke me to anger ? saith the Lord ; 
can they hurt me by their wickedness ? [do they] not [provoke] 

20 themselves to the confusion of their own faces ? Therefore thus 
saith the Lord God ; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be 
poured out upon this place, upon man and upon beast, and upon 
the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground ; and it 

21 shall bum, and shall not be quenched. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel ; Put your burnt offerings unto your 
sacrifices, and eat flesh ; though the burnt offerings should be en- 
tireCy consumed^ and only the fat of the peace offerings you may 
either bum them ally or eat them ally it is the same thing to me while 
you go on thus to do wickedly ; or rather^ Ye have added your 
burnt offerings to your sacrifices^ and eat fleshy which I said nothing 

32 qf to your fathers. For I spake not unto your fathers, nor com- 
manded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of 

23 Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices :t But this thing 
commanded I them, saying. Obey my voice, and I will be your 

. God, and ye shall be my people : and walk ye in all the ways 

24 that I have commanded you that it may be well unto you. But 
they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the 
counsels [and] in the imagination of their evil heart, and went 

25 backward like headstrong oscetiy and not fonrard. Since the day 
that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this 
day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, 

26 daily rising up early, and sending [them :] Yet they hearkened 
not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck : 
they did worse than their fathers ; set ufi idols in the temfile arul 

27 took no warning. Therefore thou shalt speak all these words 
unto them ; but they will not hearken to thee ; thou shalt also 

28 call upon them ; but they will not answer thee. But thou shalt 
say unto them. This [is] a nation that obeyeth not the voice of 
the Lord their God, nor receiveth correction : truth toward 

* Qod and man is perished, and is cut off from their mouth ; there 
is no de/iending on any thing they say, "^ 

* Ood foreswr thrtt there would not In* a Qnlwrsal reformation, which was the only thing 
that coald pne v — it their captivity ; therefore hm commands the prophet not to pray for them. 

t At God really commanded thete when they came out of Egypt, the meaninr muK he, 
that he had a greater renrd to obedience than to bamt offeringf, and to mercv than sacri- 
fices. Or, that ceremonial olMeiiraaCM worn BO further acceptable, thau as they were the 
genoinc fruiu of obedience. 
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29 Cut off thine hair, [O Jerusalem,] and cast [it] away, in token 
o/aorrowy and take up a lamentation on high places, a solemn 
fiublic lamentation ; for the Lord hath rejected and for&aken the 
generation of his wrath, that used to be the generation of hia lave, 

30 For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the 
Lord : they have set their abominations in the house which is 
called by my name to pollute it ; which waa actually done in Ma- 

3 1 nas8eh*8 time. And they have built the high places of Tophet, 
which [is] in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to bum their sons 
and their daughters in the fire, v>icked ritea which they have 
learned of the Canaanites,* which I commanded [them] not, 
neither came it into my heart. 

32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it 
shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of 
Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter : for they shall bury those 
that shall be slain by the Chaldeans in Tophet, till there be no 

33 place. And the carcasses of this people shall be meat for the 
fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth ; and none 

34 shall fray [them] away. Then will I cause to cease from the 
cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride : for the land shall be desolate ; there 
shall be no encouragement to marry when they have nothing but 
desolation and ruin before their eyes, 

REFLECTIONS- 

1. '\7t7"^ learn hence, that there are many who arc very 
V V zealous for the forms of godliness, yet have nothing of 
the power of it. This wicked people made a great ado about the 
temfUe of the Lord, It was the cry of the times ; as many in the 
christian world have said, The church, the church ; while by their 
sins they have been pulHng it down ; zealous for forms aod rites, 
while the church has been made a den of robbers, and their hearts 
have been full of all wickedness. God sees this hypocrisy, and cannot 
be deceived by it. Let us take heed that we do not deceive our- 
selves. 

2. Observe the gracious regard which God has to the prayer of 
his servants. When he was determined to root out this wicked 
people, he commands his prophet not to pray for them. He knew 
his affection and zeal for the people, and that he would pray, while 
there was any hope. But God esteemed the praying breath of his 
servant too precious to be spent in vain. This is an encourage- 
ment to pray for our country, while we have reason to hope for suc- 
cess ; and it contains an awful admonition, that they who will not 
he reformed by the preaching of ministers, shall not be the better 
for their prayers. 

• "Topfict wis that particular spot in the valley of Hinoom. where fires were ip-jde, itjte 
which the poor innocent victims were thrown ; and is sopjrosed to have derived its n^nie 
from the dmntji tind t^brrts that were bexten in order to drown tbe cries of the children whea 
ehcy sacrificed them to MoUch. 

VoL.V. Qq 
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3. We here sec the wisdom and necessity of obedience. The 
«ame is commanded imdcr every dispensation, as in r. 23., Wa/k in 
ail the way9 I have commanded you ; and our encouragement is the 
samCi / tvill be your God^ and it shall be well with you. We must 
walk in all his commands, both moral and positive, if we would en* 
joy the privileges and happiness of his people. Oh that there was 
auch a heart in u«y to fear God and keefi hia commandmentSy that it 
might be well with ua for ever. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The firofihet here uftbraida thefieofile with their folly and obatin^fcy^ and 
bewaila the dreadful miaeriea that were coming u/ion them. 

1 /% T that time, sailh the Lord, they shall bring out the bones 
Xx. of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and 
the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the 
bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves ; ihe 
Chaldeana ahall break ofien their aefitdchrea^ in hofie of finding 
treaaureay but in the rage of dlaafi/iointment they ahall throw about 

2 their bonea : And they shall spread them befoi*e the sun, and 
the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and 
whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, 
and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped^ 
but who can do nothing Jor them :• they shall not be gathered, nor 
be buried ; they shall be for dung upon the face ot the earth. 

3 And ao great ahall be their miaen/j that death shall be chosen 
rather than life, by all the residue of them that remain of this 
evil family, which remain in all the places whither I have driv- 
en them, saith the Lord of hosts. 

4 Moreover thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord ; 
Shall they fall, and not arise ? shall he turn away, and not re- 
turn ? they act different from the maxima of common prudence ; if 
a man fall >, will he not riacy and be glad qfhelfi ?ifa traveller miaaea 

5 hia way% will he not inyuircy and be glad to be aet right ? Why 
[tlien] is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual 

6 backsliding ? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. I 
hearkened and heard, [but] they spake not aright : no man re- 
pented him of his wickedness, saying. What have I done ? God 
ia re/ireaented aa waiting and ex/iecting that they would aay aoy 
but every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the 

7 battle, without conaidering or fearing hia danger. Yea, the stork 
in the heaven knowetli her appointed times ; and the turtle and 
the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming ; 
they return in the aummer to their former abodea ; but my people 
know not the judgment of the Lord ; they do n$t obaerve my 

* These varlom expresKlont are used, to show how fond the^ were of thit worship • wi 
what regard xhrj paid to these godt« who now cannot protect their bones. 
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S firovidence^ nor think qf returning to me. How do yc say, We 
[arc] wise, and the law of the Lord [is] with us ? Lo, certainly 
in vain made he [it ;] the pen of the scribes [is] in vain ; yoti 
boast qfyour vrisdom^ because possessed of my law ; but^ vnih re* 
gard to youy that ia%u was madey transcribed^ and ex-poundcd itt 

9 vain ; you might as well have been ivithout it. The wise [men] 
are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken : lo, they have re- 
jected the word of the Lord ; and what wisdom [is] in them ? 
the fioliticians that boast of their wisdom show egregious /oily y and 
suffer the consequences of their own schemes and devices^ because 

10 they will not be ruled by my word. Therefore Will I give their 
wives unto others, [and] their fields to them that shall inherit 
[them :] for every one, from the least even unto the greatest is 
given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest 

1 1 every one dealeth falsely. For they have healed the hurt 
of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace ; 

12 when [there is] no peace. Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, nei- 
ther could they blush : therefore shall they fall among them 
that fall : in the time of their visitation they sliall be cast clown, 

13 saith the Lord. I will surely consume them saith the Lord : 
[there shall be] no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, 
and the leaf shall fade ; and [the things that] I have given them 

1 4 shall pass away from them. Why do we sit still ? say the peo- 
pie to one another ; assemble yourselves, and let us enter into 
the defenced cities, and let us be silent there : for the Lord our 
God hath put us to silence, hath given ua no reason to complain^ 
and yet no encouragement to pray^ and given us water of gall, or 
hemlocky to drink, that is^ severe and painful judgments^ because 

15 we have sinned against the Lord. We looked for peace, as the 
false prophets had said^ but no good [came ; and] for a time of 

16 health, and behold trouble! The snorting of his horses was 
heard iVom Dan, from the north : the whole land trembled at 
the sound of the neighing of his stix?ng ones, or horses : for 
they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it ; 

17 the city, and those that dwell therein. For, behold, I will send 
serpents, cockatnces, among you, which [will] not [be] charm- 
ed, and they shall bite you, saith the Lord ; thcugh musical 
sounds may have such an influence on particular serpents as to 
prevent their biting^ your enemies shall not be mUlified cr disarmed 

IS by any means. The prophet adds in his own name^ [When] I 
would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart [is] faint in 

19 me ; I see much more reasw to fear than to hope. Behold the 
voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them 
that dwell in a far country : [Is] not the Lord in Zion ? [is] 
not her king in her ? their vain plea : to which God answers^ 
\yhy have they provoked me to anger with their graven im- 

20 ages, l^nd] with strange vanities ? The people then &ayy The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved ; the 
time in which we expected deliverance is over, we have no help^ 
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2 1 from Egyfit^ nor from any qf our allies. The firofihet adds, Far 
the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt ; I am black ; 
astonishment hath taken hold on me ; / am ghastly^ as in a vie- 

32 tent agony y like a dying man. [Is there] no balm in Gilead ? is 
there no sxdtable remedy for a diseased nation ? [is there] no 
physician there to afifily those remedies ? Yes^ undoubtedly there 
is both : why then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered ? alas ! it is their own fault , they have brought this evil 
vpon themselves. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T E T us see and lament the folly and madness of men, in neg- 
X-J lecting to repent and return to God. What an instructive 
viev»r is given of repentance, v. 6- Men speak aright when they 
talk of returning to God, and not till then. Repentance begins in 
considering what we have done, in comparing it with the law, and 
lamenting what is amiss. Men act wisely in other respects, v. t. 
but foolishly and perversely, in religious concerns. The obedi- 
ence of the birds to the instinct implanted in them, shames the 
stupidity of men, who will not use their understandings to judge and 
pursue their true interest. The reason is, they have deceived them- 
selves, and hold fast deceit : and when ministers would undeceive 
them, they will not let them : they excuse their sins, and refuse to 
return. Let us lament that this is the case of so many, and take 
care that it be not our own. 

2. Religious advantages will be of no avail while men continue 
disobedient. We may boast of having bibles and ministers, the 
tongues of the learned, and the pens of the scribes ; but if we do 
not attend and consider, and govern ourselves by the divine law, 
of what advantage is all this r What signifies it to live in an en- 
lightened age, and to enjoy many glorious privileges, both as pro- 
testants and Britons, while we reject the word of the Lord, and 
while professing to believe it we will not be ruled by it. Remem- 
ber that the fear (f the Lord is vfisdomfand that to depart from evil is 
understanding. 

3. The destruction of sinners is to be charged upon themselves. 
What the prophet says of a dying nation, i^ equally applicable to 
perishing souls, v. 22, Is there no balm in Gilead ? is there no phy^ 
sician there ? why then is not the health qf my people recovered ? 
There is abundant provision for their healing, by the word and 
Spirit of God. Jesus is a divine, almighty physician ; but men 
•will not put themselves under his method of cure, nor follow his 
prescriptions. They are humoursome and wilful, nourish their 
disease, and imagine that it will not prove fetal. May God show 
us our spiritual disorders, that we may apply to Christ, the great 
physician : and may he bring us health and cure, and reveal to us 
abundance of truth and peace. * 
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CHAP. IX. 

Jn which the firo/i/te( still touches ufion the same mournful strings la* 
meriting the wickedness of his fieofiley and the judgments that were 
coming upon them. 

1 /^ H that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
V>/ tears, that I might weep day and night for th^ slain of the 
daughter of ray people ! which I foresee will be very many ; and 

2 foretell this to excite them to lamentation. Oh that I had in the 
wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men, a cave^ or huty that 
I might leave my people and go from them I having met with 
so much ill usagCy and being so much vexed at their wickedness $ 
for they [be] all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 

3 And they bend their tongues [like] their bow [for] lies ; they 
contrive malicious lies^ which are as dangerous as arrows : but 
they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth ; they have not 
courage to defend an honest cause, nor even to speak the truth : 
for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the 
Lord ; they grow worse and worse, and their ignorance of my 

4 holy nature and law is the source of all. Take ye heed every one 
of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother : for every 
brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk 

5 with slanders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, 
and will not speak the truth : they have taught their tongue to 
speak lies, [and] weary themselves to commit iniquity ; they 
have studied the art of falsehood, and take more fiains to commit in* 

6 iquity than it would require to practise truth and integrity. Thine 
habitation, O Jeremiah, [is] in the midst of deceit ; through de- 
ceit they refuse to know me, saith the Lord ; they neither mind 

7 the prophets nor the scriptures. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them ; / will try 
what afflictions will do to reform them, for how shall I do for the 
daughter of my people ? after having exercised so much mercy 
and patience, what other method can I take, that may at least save 

8 some ? Their tongue [is as] an arrow shot out ; it speak* 
eth deceit : [one] speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his 

9 mouth, but in heart he lay eth his wait, or, nt*ait for him. Shall 
I not visit them for these [things?] saith the Lord : shall not my 

10 soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? For the mountains 
will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of 
the wilderness, or, the pastures of the plain, a lamentation, be* 
cause they are burned up, so that none can pass through [them ;] 
neither can [men] hear the voice of the cattle ; both the fowl 
of the heavens and the beast are fled ; they are gone, because 
there is no profvision for them, the Chaldeans shall make the whole 

1 1 country desolate. And I will make Jerusalem heaps, [and] a 
den of dragons., a species of serpents which are only found in desC' 
late places ; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, with* 
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12 out an inhabitant. Who [is] the wise man, that may under « 
stand this ? and [who is he] to whom the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth 
[and] is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth 
through ? who can tmderstand the law (f God^ which threateriB 
such thing9^ or hia profihcUy who foretell them ? who can see the 

13 cause of this calamity .? And the Lord saith, Because they have 
forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed 

14 my voice, neither walked therein ; But have walked after the im- 
agination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their 

15 fathers taught them : Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel ; Behold, I will feed them, [even] this pco- 

16 pie, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. I 
will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they 
nor their fathers have known : and I will send a sword after 
them, till I have consumed them. 

17 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Consider ye, and, as you your* 
selves are not sufficiently affected^ call for the mourning women^ 
which are used to attend as mourners at funerals^ that they may 
come ; and send for cunning [women,] that they may come : 

18 And let them make haste and take up a wailing for us, that 
their weeping may affect usj that our eyes may run down with 

19 tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. For a voice of 
wailing is heard, that /«, shall be heardy out of Zion, How are 
we spoiled ! we are greatly confounded, because we have for- 

20 saken the land, because our dwellings have cast [us] out. Yet 
hear the word of the Lord, O ye women, who are most easily 
imftressed with grief and fear^ and let your ear receive the word 
of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one 
her neighbour lamentation ; not artificial^ but real lamentation ; 
instead of bringing them ufi in gaiety and diversions^ teach them 

2 1 mourning songs^ for they will have occasion to use them. For 
death is come up into our windows, [and] is entered into our 
palaces, neither palaces nor fortifications can defend us from de- 
struction : it enters every place^ to cut off the children from 
without, [and] the young men from the streets, in which they 

!82 can play no more by reason of the fury of the enemy. Speak, 
Thus saith the Lord, Even the carcasses of men shall fall as 
dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvest 
man, and none shall gather [them ;] they shall lie unburied^ and 

23 none shall think it worth their while to gather them up. Thus 
saith the Lord, Let not the wise [man] glory in his wisdom, as 
if he had found out a way to escape the desolation^ neither let the 
mighty [man] glory in his might, as if he could resist ity Itt not 
the rich [man] glory in his riches, as if they would be his ransom 

24 fVi that day : But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he un- 
derstandeth and knoweth me, that I [am] the Lord which ex- 
ercise loving kindness, or tenderness to the penitrrUj judgment in 
punishing my enemies^ and righteousness, in the earth, infulfiU^ 
ing my promises and defevXiing my people : for in these [thingsj 
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I delight) sailh the Lord ; IdcUght in exerciiing theee mys^, 
and in thoae who firaotiae them* 

25 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will punish all 
[them which are] circumcised with the uncircumcised, because 

36 they are as sinfiil and impure aa they ; Egypt, and Judah, and 
Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all [that 
are] in the utmost comers, that dwell ia the wilderness ; or^ 
those that poU the comers of their hairy (rtferring to the Arahi* 
ansy viho cut off their hair before^ and lefi it long behind^ to make 
them look formidable) for all [these] nations [are] uncircumcis* 
ed, and all the house of Israel [are] unciixumcised in the heart ; 
therefore I will reckon with them all together^ and thry shall 
fare alike, 

REFLECTIONS. 

L T T becomes us to be tenderly affected with the calamities of 
A our fellow creatures. The prophet here expresses himself 
in the most pathetic terms, in the view of those desolations which 
were coming upon his people. Thus. should we be affected when 
we hear of the desolations of war ; Af multitudes slain in battle ; 
though they should not be our own p#ple, yea, though they are our 
enemies, for they are men. So man wrecious li?es are lost ! and so 
many immortal souls are gone intoipemity ! 

2. Prevailing falsehood is a proolj^'of national degeneracy, and a 
symptom of national ruin. This seems to have been the reigning 
vice of Israel in Jeremiah's time. He represents them as almost 
all treacherous and deceitful, studying falsehood, and every method 
to overreach and undermine one another. It is very sad with a na- 
tion when there is falsehood in judicial proceedings, in trade and 
commerce, and in common conversation. Too much of this char- 
acter may be observed in our nation ; the many shameful bank- 
ruptcies among us show it. But let us be valiant for tlie truth. It 
requires courage to defend an honest cause, when it is much run 
down ; or to speak for a worthy character, when it is generally a? - 
persed ; and more especially when speaking truth would expose us 
to sufferings and reproach. Nevertheless, let truth be ever sacred 
with us ; for God sees and abhors all deceit. When once men vio- 
late the truth, they generally proceed from evil to evil, till at length 
ihey have their fiortim in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone 
for ever, 

3. We learn what should be the subject of our glory and confi- 
dence. Not our wisdom, might, or inches ; for they are of uncer* 
tain continuance, nor can they defend us in time of calamity, much 
less in the lime of death. Let us glory in the knowledge of God, 
and trust in his i>erfections. He is righteous, just, and kind. He 
makes himself known by these attributes ; he delights in ihe exer- 
cise of them, and in those who endeavour to resemble him. To 
tiave an acquaintance with this God, and an interest in him^ vvil! be 
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a support and comfort to us in every avil day ; and in him we 
may safely confide. Let us therefore be foUov>CT9 of God a» dear 
children, 

4. Wicked chnstians are no better than heathen. It is really 
melancholy to see that Judah is put upon a level with Egypt and 
Edom, Ammon and Moab, as being as bad as they, and sharing in 
their fate. What signifies it to us to be baptized, without purity of 
heart and complying with the terms of the covenant ? to have the 
sign, without the thing signified ? to be christians in name, and hea- 
thens in heart and life I None will fare the better for these external 
advantages ; nay, if they do not improve them, their punishment 
will be heavier than theirs who never enjoyed them. He is not a 
chriatian who is one outwardly^ and bafuism is not that which is out' 
ward in the flesh ; but he is a christian who is one inwardly^ who is 
bafitized of the sfiirit and walketh in truth. 



CHAP. X. 

Sbmt sufiliose that this chafiter was written after the flrst cafitivity 
in Jehoiakim^s timcj when Daniel and others were carried cafitive^ 
and is an address to those cafitives concerning the heathen among 
whom they were settled^ tj, 1—17. and that the rest-qf the chafiter 
concerns those who remained in the landy and might think them^ 
selves safe. 

\ TT EAR ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, 

2 XJL O house of Israel : Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the 
way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven : 
for the heathen are dismayed at them ; the Chaldeans arc noted 
astrologers^ they firetend by eclipses^ the conjunction of the plan* 
etSy and other signs in the heavens^ to foretell future events^ to de* 
temdne lucky and unlucky days^ and the like ; learn not these 

3 things ofthem^ nor be dismayed at them ; For the customs of the 
people are vain : for [one] cutteth a tree out of the forest, the 

4 work of the hands of the workman, with the ax. They deck it 
with silver and with gold ; they fasten it with nails and with 

5 hammers, that it move not. They [are] upright as the palm 
tree, but speak not : they must needs be borne, or carried^ be- 
cause they cannot go. Be not afraid of them ; for they cannot 
do evil, neither also [is it] in them to do good. The prophet^ 
being struck with a sense of God's infinite greatness and gloryy 
compared with idols, turns to him, and says, in a noble apostrophe, 

' 6 Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O Lord ; thou 

7 [art] great, and thy name [is] great in might. Who would 

not fear thee, O King of nations ? for to thee doth it appertain ; 

or rat her f when he shall approach unto thee:* forasmuch as 

• Dr. BUyncy. 
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tmong^ aU the if ise [men] of the nations, and in all their king- 
doms, [th^ is] none Uke imto thee ; none of their wise men or 

8 kir^ay whom they have deijied. But they are altogether brutish 
and foolish : the stock [is] a doctrine of vanities ; or^ the very 
wood itae/f being a rebuker ofvanitiesy (that ia^ idolaters) and re* 
proaching the atupidity of those who imagined that aome divine 

9 flower was lodged in it. Silver spread into plates is brought 
r'om Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the work* 
fi en, or silversmiths^ and of the hands of the founder : blue and 
p\ pie [is] their clothing : th^ [are] all the work of cunning 

10 [men.]* But the Lord [is] the true God, he [is] the living 
God, and an everlasting king, the author of life and being : at his 
wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able 

1 1 to abide his indignation. Thus shall ye say unto them. The 
gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, [even] they 
shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens ; their 

12 idols shall fierish^ aa the ancient idolatry has done4 He hath 
made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by 
his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discre* 
tion ; consequent ly^ his wisdom and fiower irifinitely exceed theirs, 

13 When he uttereth his voice, [there is] a multitude of waters 1n^ 
the heavens, clotuts and rain^ and he causeth the vapours to as- 
cend from the ends of the earth ; he maketh lightnings with 
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures, as if it was 

14 laid up. in some secret storehouses till he had occasion for it. Every 
man is brutish in [his] knowledge, or^ for want of knowledge : 
every founder is confounded by the graven image : for his mol* 
ten image [is] falsehood, and [there is] no breath in them. 

1 5 They [are] vanity, [and] the work of errors, men make them 
and worship thenty because they have wrong notions of Gody in the 
time of their visitation they shall perish, their idols are not able to 

16 help them i they and their gods shall perish together. The por- 
tion of Jacd), that is^ Jehovah^ who hath chosen Jacob fur his por» 
tion^ [is] not like them : for he [is] the former of all [things ;] 
and Israel [is] the rod of his inheritance ; he divided their fn« 
heritance by a line or rod : the Lord of hosts [is] his name. 

1 7 Gather up they wares, or effects^ out of the land, O inhabit- 
ant of the fortress, ye who dwell in Jerusalem and Sion^ or in other 
strong places^ and think yourselves secure / for thus saith the 

1 8 Lord, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at 
this once, and will distress them, that they may find [it so ;] 
behold^ I will send the kh^tf Babylon against you^ and ye shall ba 
all destroyed or carried away at once / ye shall surely find it as I 

* They dressed their imaffri often in coktty robes and diferent suits, as the lady of Lo. 
retta, wlio liad one for every day in the year. 

t Till* verse ynm nnt written in the Hebrew, Iratthe Chalifec lanfruage* that the caprives 
alight tell the Cbaldeaus in thrir own lanffiiatrr, oftheir t.4ith in )ehm:«h. ami rfinonstntte 
against the fnlly of.idolacry. Dr. Blayney ininka this wise ifttrrrupts the- cou> <ic of the argu- 
ment, and that probably some public tracher, during the captivity, dr Inc'fi* it b\ direct in<- 
frrrnce from the prophet's word), had it insertsd in the toar^In, for tl«c le^oi.s nirntton^A 
-.ftH)ve. 

Vol. V. Rr 
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han^ threatened. The fteofile are then inirodnced a# lamenting 
their calamity, ^ ^ 

19 Wo is me for my hurt I my wound is grievous : but I saidy 
Truly this [is] a grief, and I must bear it ; this denoteM a sulien^ 

30 not a sudnusffive silence. My tabernacle is spoiled^ and all my 
cords are broken ; an allusion to their dwelling in tenia : my chil- 
dren are gone forth of me, and they [are] not ; they are slain^ 
diMfiersedy or carried cafiiive^ to r0um no more : [there is] none 
to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtahis. 
21 For tl.c pastors, the princes^ governor 9^ and firiests^who should 
have ffuided thejlock^ are become brutish, and have not sought 
the Lord : therefore they shall not prosper, and all their fiocks 
38 shall be scattered. Behold, the noise of the brute* is come, and 
a ffreat commotion out of the north country, to make the cities 
of Judah desolate, [and] a den of dragons. 

23 O Lord, I know that the way of man [is] not in himself : [it 
is] not in man that walketh to direct bis steps ; as if he had saidy 
It is neither in our enemy's fiowerto ofiftreas k*, nor in <nif ovm to 

24 deliver our*>elve3 mt/iout thy providence, O Lord, correct mc, 
but with judgment, with mercy^ and moderation ; not in thine an- 

11^5 g^r, lest thou bring me to nolHng. Thou wilt Pour out thy 
fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families 
that call not on thy name, but ascribe their success to their idols : 
for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed 
him, and have made his habitation desolate. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. np' H E people of God have need of grejit caution that they do 
X not learn the ways of sinnerst when they live among them. 
The Israelites are exhorted not to learn the ways of. the heathen^ 
To consult astrologers, stargazers^ and conjurers, is learning the 
ways of the heatlitn, and very wicked io those who profess to be- 
lieve the providence of God. To be dismayed at lights in the sky, 
comets, eclipses, or any extraordinary appearances in the heavenst 
is very unbecoming tlK)se who pi:ottt6^ to know God, andwhotenjoy 
his gospel. Let us reverence him and His pijavid^nce, and guard 
against all , superstitious observances and fears ; for they are dis- 
pleasing to God, as well as misqhiievous to oui^selves. 

2. Let us bbtserve how infinitely superior the name, wisdom, and 
power of the Lord are to idols, which ar^ all vanity and a He. We 
ought to entertain the highest and most honourable thoughts of 
him. Let us reflect upon his infinite goodness and gloiy, his power 
over aU nature, his command over all tlie elements, and his good- 
ness to the whole creation. The variety of storms ai%d changes of 
the weather, prove his being and providence. All the wisdom and 
skill of men are derived from him. Who then would not fear him, 
and seek his friendship. Let the people of God rejoice in hin^ be 

* An oU English word, which sisnifiet claaiobr, or aUrm. 
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IQIlf satisfied, and think themselves happy in having him for their 
portioil ; fop happy indeed is the people who have this great and 
glorious Being for their God. 

3. We may learn what our behaviour should be undet aflliction, 
V. 19. It is very common to say, ' 1 cannot help it, and must do as 
vrelFas I can ;* without any regard to God and his providence. Let 
us own his hand in distress ; resolve to bear it patiently and cheer- 
fully, because God does it^ and will overrule all for our good. But it 
is perfectly consistent with this patience, to pray that God would 
moderate his stroke, correct us with judgment, and in mercy ; not 
in angry severity,ybr iuho then could stand before him ? and especial- 
ly to pray, that he would not deal imth us after our Mna, 

4. We have here the character of the heather). They are spoken 
of as nations ; and families are represented as constituent parts of 
them. The heathen know not God ; take no pains to trace and re- 
flect upon his being and perfections. How lamentable is it, that so 
many who are called by the christian name, with all their advan- 
tages, are willingly ignorant of him. They say to God^ De/iartfrom 
U9, There are many families in this land that call not on his name^ 
do not use family prayer, have no appearance of religion in, tlieir 
houses, and therefore are as bad or worse than heathens. Upoii-i# 
such, whatever >eealth and finery be in their houses, God's fury will 
be poured out ; and well may the heads of prayerless families trem- 
ble to think of it ! To avoid this dreadful fury, and secure the di- 
vine blessing, let them resolve with Joshua, tliat whatever others doy 
they and thHr houses will serve the Lord, 



CHAP. XI. 

In order to reclaim the people ^ their attention is here called to the 
covenant made with their fathers,, 

\ ^ I ^HE word that came to Jeremiah from the I^rd, saying, 

2 Jl. Hear ye the words of this c6venant, and speak unto the 

3 men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; And say 
thou unto them, Thus saith the Ixird God of Israel ; Cursed 
[be] the man that obeycth not the words of this covenant, 

4 Which I commanded your fathers in the day [that] I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the ironiumace, out 
of their heavy ajjfictions^ toying, Obey my voice, and do them, 
according to all which 1 command you : so shall ye be my peo- 

5 pie, and I will be your God : That I may perform the oath 
which I have sworn unto yoilr fathers, to give them a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey, as [it is] this day. Then answered I, 
and said, So be it, O Loan, /, for my part ^ consent ; as if he 
had saidj Whatever they do^ I will be obedient ; or rather^ it may 
exfiress the readiness with which the people consented to the cove* 
nant at first ; all that the Lord hath spoken we nnll do^ Exodus 
xix. 8. Then the Lord said unto me, Proclaim all these words 
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in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jeniialeim sajing^, 

7 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them. For I carn« 
estly protested unto your fathers in the day [that] 1 brought 
them up out of the landofEgypt^ [even] iintothisday,rising early 

8 and protesting, saying, Obey my voice. Yet they obeyed not, nor 
inclined their ear,but walked every one in the imaginalioti of their 
evil heart : therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this 
covenant, all the threatening9 daiounced in f r, which I commanded 

9 [them] to do ; but they did [them] not. And the Lord said unto 
me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to introduce idolatry and banish true 
religion : 9ome 9tefi9 toward a reformation were taken in Jo9tah*» 

10 timey but they are now relati9ed into their former idolatry : They 
are turned ba^k to the iniquities of their forefothers, which re- 
fused to hear iiiy words ; and they went after other gods to 
serve them ; the house of Israel and the house of Jpdah have 
broken my covenant which I made with their fathers. 

11 Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil 
upon them) which they shall not be able to escape ; and though 

12 they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them. Then 
shall the cities of Judah and inhabitapts of Jerusalem go, and 
cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense ; but they shall 

13 not save them at all in the time of their trouble. For [accordr 
ing to"] the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah, and 
[according to] the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set 
np altars to [that] shameful thing, [even] altars to burn incense 

14 unto Baal. Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift 
up a cry or prgyer for them : for I will not hear [them] in the 
time that they cry unto me for their trouble ; / am determined 
not to hear ; l9ee they are incorrigiblt^ therefore I would not have 

15 thy firayer9 be lo9t. What h?^th my beloved to do in mine house, 
[seeing] she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy 
flesh is passed from thee : thy aacrijlcea shall not be accefitable ; 
or rather J * Shall vows and holy Jlesh be allowed to come from 
thee P'* when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest ; when thou 

16 art malignant y ahalt thou then rejoice? The Lord called thy 
name, A green olive tree, fair, [and] of goodly fruit ; he 
exftected fruit from thecj but as thou art unfruitful^ therefore with 
the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the 
branches of it are broken ; thou shall be utterly ruined by the 

17 Chaldeant. For the I^rd of hosts, that planted thee, hath pro- 
nounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and 
of the house ot Judah, which they have done against themselves 
to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal. The two 
following verses contain an account of the firofihet^s own cane, 

18 And the Lord hath given me knowledge [of it,] and I know [it :] 
then thou showcdst me their doings ; the men of ^nathoth (a 
firie9t'^ city) had carried on a design against my lifcy so secretlyy 

• Or. Mlcy:'y. 
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that Ikntw nothing pfit till God tuaa fihated to dUcoroer it to me 
\9 by revelation. But I [was] like a lamb [or] an ox [that} it 
brought to the slaughter, insetmble of my danger ; aild I knew 
not that they had devised devices against me, [saying,] JLet us 
destroy the tree with the fruit thereof^ and let us cut him off 
from the land of the living, that his name may be no more remem- 
bered ; let u» utterly dcBtroy the prophet and hie prophecy together. 
20 But O Lord of hosts, that judgest righteously, that Iriest the 
reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them : for 
unto thee have I revealed my cause ; / appeal to the righteous 
31 Gody who mil punieh them ae the king of leraeL^ Therefore 
thus saith the Lord of the men of Anatboth, that seek thy Kfe, 
saying, Prophesy not in the name of the Lord, that thou die not 

22 by our hand x\ Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts. Behold, 
I will punish them : the young men shall die by the sword ; 

23 their sons and their daughters shall die by famine : And there 
shall be no remnant of them : for I will bring evil upon the 
men of Anathoth, [even] the year of their visitation. 

REFLECTIONS. 

!. TT'ROM hence observe the necessity there is of a due atten- 
J tion to the words of God's covenant. In order to correct 
the errors and irregularities of the Jews, the prophet attempts to 
bring them back to the original constitution of their church and 
government. The great command of the covenant with them was, 
to obey God*$ voice ^ and the promise, that he would be their God. 
The same is required of us under the covenant of grace, with which 
God hath favoured us. It is the business of ministers often to remind 
theb hearers of this, and to be examples of obedience ; and those 
especially who have solemnly engaged themselves to God in cove- 
nant, and have been often warned and encouraged to continue obe- 
dient, will be notoriously guiltp: and ungrateful if they break it. 
Let us then be ever mindful of our covenant transactions ; other- 
wise all the threatenings of the^^ovenant will be executed upon us. 
2. Sec the vanity of external privileges, while obedience is want- 
ing. How just is that expostulation of God with the Jews, r. 15. 
What hath my beloved to do in mine houee^ seeing ehe hath wrought 
lewdnese with m<my ? and so he may address us ; what have you to 
do to call Christ your saviour, or to boast of your relation to God 
and his church ? What will your prayers and sacraments avail, 
while you defile yourselves and dishonour religion I Such sacrifices 
will be unacceptable ; your relation to God will stand you in no 
stead. May we be convinced of the necessity of real purity of 
heart, and of obedience as its fruit, in order to render our religious 
services and our common actions pleasing in his sight. 

* This the Jewt had m right to do by their coiistitntioA* If inbordinate govfrnors did not 
protect tbem. 

t They fintthrcatmf d the prophet, if he contioocd to iiroph^rv : but prrcdvitifr th^t he 
was not terrified bj that, they fur».d a lecret •onspinKjr or which iheygATc hia n» vtta- 
lag i bat God rercMled it to hun. 
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3. Observe how easily God can diflUppoint the A^igl^s which 
wrc formed against his people. Jeremiah h^d beon' threatened by 
the men of Anathoth ; but when that had Do effect to silence hira^ 
liiey conEbderated against his life. Of this God informed him, and 
so the mifichief was prevented. Had thejt 'succeeded, they would 
have triumphed over hhn as a false proj^het ; because, while he 
foretold the ruin of his country he could not foresee his own danger. 
God knows ewry design the wicked hav^ to destroy or injure his 
people ; and he can reveal it to them, that they may guard against 
k, or by his providence he can disappoint them. Let us tlierefore 
be bold and resolute in the way of our duty ; leaving* oui** lives and 
comforts in his hands. The wiay of duty k the way^^f safety ; and 
none thai trmt in the Lord 9haU ^ desolate, "^ 

CHAP, XII. 

The 9ixfir9t ver9e9 of thU chafiter refer to the clo9e qfthe foregoing^ 
concerning Jeremiah* 9 danger from the men of Anathoth ; the rr- 
mainder relate9 to God*9 intention9 of mercy toward hi9 fiecfilej not^ 
Vfith9tanding their de9olation9, 

cr*HE delay of (he Judgment9 God had threatened against hi^ 
1 per9ecutor9 led Jeremiah to «ay, Righteous [artjjthou, O 

LoHD, when I plead with thee : yet let me talk with tHfee of 
[thy] judgments : Wherefore doth the way of the wicked pro^ 
per ? [wherefore] are all th^ happy that deal very treacher- 
ously ? that i9^ 9eeimngly hafipy^ 09 ha/ifiy a9 earthly thing9 can 
S make them : Thou hast planted them, yea, t^ have taken 
rooU they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit ;^/A<rv hake' some pro- 
fe99ion of religion : thou [art] near In t li t i 1 i n o i ith , that / ?, of the 

3 prie9t9f and far from their reins : //.ry c '7 /> fi.criies. But thoi|f 
O Lord, knowest me : thou ha^Br^tm me, .?rt7i t/iat lam nhicere^ 
and tried mine heart toward th^ : pull them out like sheep for 
the slaughter, as victim9 ofdtv^\juHUccy and prepare them, set 

4 them afiart^ for the day of slauj liter, or cjcrcutiori. How long 
shall the land mourn, and the hei^Srof every field wither, for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein ? the beasts are consum- 
ed, and the birds ; because they said, He shall not see our 
last end ; referring to the famine in the ia$f& e?i(i cfJohiah*^ time,, 
vfhen they derided God*9 threatening'^ and f:aid that Jeremiah 
9hotdd never live to see ht9 firo/ihechs fulfil/ed. The firojihet i^ 
then teprcrved^ for being discouratfed and uniiilli^fig to prophesy^ 
on account of what he had already « uJTrred, 

'5 If thou hast' run with the footmen, atid they have Wetiried 
thee, then how canst thou contend with horses ? and [if] in the 
land of peace, [wherein] thou trustedst, [they wearied thee,] 
then how wilt thou do in the sweUing of Jordan, when it ox*er^ 
flows if banks suddenly^ overtakes thee unawares^ akiving out 
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ibnr ^difnld beasts fiom its banks or tfdckets f if thbu canst 
not bear the t)/i/iomtipn of thy townsmen and fieigM'ours^ How wiU 
thou bear to stand bb/bre the king and the great men at Jerusaiem^ 

4t to be put into the duHgeon^ and otherwise ill treated ? For even 
thy brethren, and tffe^ house of thy father, even they have dealt 
treacherously with thee ; yea, they have called a multitude, 
that is, the mob, after Aee : believe them not, though they speak 
fair words unto thee, 

7 I ha^t; iui^wik^ii luine house, I have lefl mine heritage ; I 
halfe given the dearly beloved of my soul into; the h'add^ of her 

IL enemies. Mine heritage is unto me aaa licm in the forest ; it 
crieth out against me ; it is very Jicrce in ofifiosing me^ and treat' 
itig my fir op he ta with cruelty and rage, therefore have Lhated.-iti 

9. Mine heritage [is] unto me [as] a ^xeekled bird, / have given 
, it to befallen u/ion aa a firey, the birds round dbout [aire] against 
her ; come yc, assombie all the beasts of the fiekl, oome toxle** 
voiH* ; because they have been fuU of cruelty I mil bring re^mcicnsi 
enemies against them^ that shall tear them in fdeces as they^httiw* 
tom^the servants and worshrfifiersqf God ; their case shall b€ lik^ 
that of a ravenous' bird, which when wounded and disabled b^^^gbt^ 
ing in the air with other birds, falls to the ground-ttnddsxievoureA 

10 by wijd beasts. Many pastors, the ftrinces and gtw^mof^ of^ tkt> 
CJtaldeans, have destroyed my vineyard, they havelrodd«n my 
portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a:«de^(H* 

1 1 late wilderness* They have made it desolate, [and be ift^] dteo-^ 
late^it moivrntth unto me ; the whole land is madedcaolate^^ 
because no man layeth [it] to heart ; it seems^to c(>m/kfttin-<>fits* 
nmiil conditiony because its inhabitants were- noi humbied under 

12 God^ hand. The spoilers are come upon aU higbplaoesKbrotftftph; 
the wilderness : for the sword of the Lord shaU devour frointhc; 
[nnc4 end'^yf the land even to the [other] end of thiOF-latid: : no 

15 flesh' shall have peace. Tliey ivave sown wheat, but shall' reap;- 
thorns ; they have put themselves to pain, [but] shall not pre fit*; 
and they shall be ashamed of^ur revenuesbecauseof the fierce" 
anger of the Lord j they haate laboured in vain, their fweign Kii" 

H liances tnd idolatrous confidences si, U cHsafi^ntthtnh, ThuB' 
saith the Lord against all mine evil neighbours, thattouali'thetiU'' 
heritance whiph 1 have caused my people Israel to inherit, </g!am«^ 
the Moabiies^ ,^mmo?u(r,,\ and Jiiiornites^ that took possession of thn- 
land ; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out 
the house of Judah from among them, that is, the Jews who were 
carried captive^ orjlodinto these countries^ before the general cap" 
tti'ity. And it sliall come to pass, after that I have plucked 
them out I will return, and have compassion on them,*and will 
bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to 
his land ; their fafuivity shall be ttrminat<d by Cyrus after se-' 
,^ 16 7•'^'^v L-r^--, r" "'>" J— "■'? r '/'•/-"'':' -'--. And it shall come to 
pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear 
by my name, The Lord liveth ; as they taught my people to 
swear bji'J^aal, if they will become proselytes to the Jewish rcli- 
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gion^ then shall they be built in the midst of my people ; th^ugH 
they have defiled and corrupted them^ yet they thail partake qf their 
17 firivilege: But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up, 
and destroy that nation, saith the Lord, though they return^ they 
Mhail MOon he destroyed. Some understand it of the conversion qf 
the heathen enemies qf the Jews to Christianity in the latter day. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 nnHE prosperity of the wicked has been a stumbling block 
X to good men in former ages ; to David and Asaph ; and 
particularly to Jeremiah. He reasons the case with God : but very 
justly and piously lays it down a^a first principle, that God is right* 
eous. It is no uncommon thing to see the wicked prosperous, easy, 
and happy ; even those who, with the appearance of piety, are guilty 
of injustice and cruelty. When we observe this, let it not move 
us ; remembering and owning that the Lord is righteous^ and that 
Jie has wise and holy ends in permitting it. While clouds and dark* 
ness are round about him^ justice and judgment have their habitation 
in his throne. Let us endeavour to have our hearts right with him ; 
then we may be sure that every thing will go right with us, and all 
things work together for our good. 

2. Instead of sinking under present troubles, it is good to expect 
and prepare for future and greater. Such we must expect i and it 
is nc«dful to habituate our minds to patience and submissidn. Let 
us not false our expecutions too high from any thing to be enjoyed 
upon earth ; but remember that this is a state of trouble, because a 
state of trial ; that changes and death are before us ; and that future 
a£^ctions will be lighter in proportion to the pains we take, under 
present evils, to possess our souls in patience. 

3. See what is necessary in order to our being owned as God's 
people, viz. that we diligently learn their ways ; the ways of sobri* 
ety, righteousness, and godliness. These are to be learned by ob- 
serving their walk, especially by Studying the word of God : and 
this requires gpreat diligence, bec&use it is a way contrary to the 
bent of corrupt nature andihe 6oiit«e of this world. Let it be our 
care to walk in the way of good meo : then shall we be built up in 
holiness and comfort with Uiem, and at length share their everkst- 
ing joys. • 
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CHAP. XIIL 

ThU chafrter contains an entire ftrofihecy. Under the symbol of a linen 
girdle^ Uft to rot near Euphratef^ it foretells the manner in which 
the glory (f the Jews shall be marred during their long cafitrvity in 
Chaldea, 

1 nr^HUS saith the Lord unto mc, Go and get thee a linen 

X girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water ; 
do not wash it^ let it be soiled ; to intimate how the Jews had dC' 

2 fled themselves. So I got a girdle according to the word of the 

3 Lord, and put [it] on ray loins. And the word of the Lord 

4 came unto me the second time, saying, Take the girdle that 
thou hast got, which [is] upon thy loins, and arise, go to £u-* 

5 'phrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. So I went, and 

6 hid it hy Euphrates, as the Lord commanded me. And' it 
came to |>ass after many days, that the Lord said unto me. 
Arise, go to Euphrates and take the girdle from thence, which 

7 I commanded thee to hide there. Then I went to Euphrates, 
and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: 
and, hehold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing. 
^Jl this noas transacted in a vision^ the mere strongly to imfiress 

% the mind of the firofihet and the fieo/ile. Then the word of the 

9 Lord came unto me, saying, Thus saith the Lord, After this 

manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of 

Jerusalem : they shall be carried cafitive beyond Euphrates^ and 

till their finery shall be defaced ; thus will I bring down the firida 

10 of the countrymen and the citizens. This evil people, which re- 
fuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their 
heart, and walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship 
them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing. 

1 1 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I 
caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole 
house of Judah, seith the Lord ; that they might be unto me 
for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory s 
but they would nof hear ; they have been my peculiar people^ have 
entered into ccruenant with me ; they have been honoured with mv 
name J and a special relation to mir, that I might be glorifed by their 
showing forth my truth and praise to the world: but by their 
wickedness they are no more a glory to mcj than a yotten^ dirty 
girdle is to him that weareth it, 

13 Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word ; Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Evei7 bottle shall be filled with 
wine, (probably a common proverb J and they shall say unto thee, 
Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with 
wine ? they will make a jest of it, faying, IVho does rrot know this / 
But the prophet is ordered to give them a terrible explanation of it. 

13 Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, 
I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kin^s that sit 
Vol. V. Ss 
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upon David's throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all 
the inhabttants of Jerusalem, with drunkeniKss ; / mil turn 

1 4 them all to confusion^ and fiut them to their wits end. And I will 
dash them one against another like bottles^ even the fathers and 
the sons together, saith the Lord : I will not pity, nor spare, 
nor have mercy, but destroy them. 

!5 Hear ye, and give ear ; be not proud, so as to desfiise what U 

16 ^aid to you : for the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to the 
Lord your God, by confession^ humiliation^ and returning to him^ 
before he cause darkness, that m, trouble and great affliction^ and 
before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, luhen flying 
over the mountains by night from the sword of the Chaldeans^ and, 
w^hile ye look for light, and wish for the mornings he turn it into 

17 the shadow of death, [and] make [it] gross darkness. But if ye 
will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for [your] 
pride ; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, 
because the Lord's flock is carried away captive, ybr that wi/lbe 

\$ the end of your firide and obstinacy. Say unto the king and to 
the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down as mourners : for your 
principalities shall come down, [even] the crown of your glory ; 
or, he will cause to fall from your heads the diadem of your glory : 
firobably referring to Jehoiakim and his mother^ (2 Kings xxiv. 

19 12.) who were carried cafitive by the king of Babylon, The cities 
of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open [them t] 
Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be wholly 
carried away captive ; all the cities shall be besieged or forsaken, 

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north, 
that is^ the Chaldeansy (this is addressed to the king and gover^ 
nors :) where [is] the flock [that] was given thee to take care 
of thy beautiful flock, which thou hast neglected ? w} at is become 

21 of them ? to what state are they reduced ? What wilt thou say 
when iie, that isy Godj shall punish thee ? for thou hast" taught 
them [to be] captains, [and] as chief over thee ; thy regard to 
thy neighbours^ shall be thy ruin : shall not sorrows take thee, as 

22 a woman in travail ? And if thou say in thine heart. Wherefore 
come these things upon me ? For the greatness of thine ini- 
quity are thy skirts discovered, [and] thy heels made bare ; for 
this thou art carried awau cafitive^ strifified of thy vfifier garments^ 

23 and barefoot^ Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots ? [thei] may ye also do good, that are accustomed to 
do evil ; so accvatomra to it that it is almost imfiossible to reclaim 

24 yow, there is no fironfiect of it. Therefore will I scatter them as 
the stubble that passeth avvigr by the wind of the wilderness. 

25 This [is] thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith 
the Lord ; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in false- 
hood ; in allies that deceived thee^ and disafifwinted thy /iretvm/i' 

26 tuous hofies. Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, 
that thy shame may appear ; an allusion to the way cffiunishing 

27 lewd W7meny by publicly exfiomig them. I have seen thine adul- 
teries, and thy neighings, the lewdne^ of thy whoredom, [and] 
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thine abominations on the hills in the fields ; / have seen thy 
idolatry y which is sfiirittial lewdnchs. Wo unto thee, O Jerusa- 
lem t wilt ttou not be made clean ? when [shall it] once [be ?] 
/ ^ill yet wait a vj/iile to see what effect these threatenings and rx- 
fiostuiations will have ufion thee. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. XXTE here see how much God is displeased with pride, 
VV whatever it be that we are proud of : and especially 
with those who think themselves loo wise and good to be taught. 
God takes notice of the degrees of pride in the heart, though it do 
not appear to men. He observes the pride of the countrymen, and 
the greater pride of the citizens. Those who live in populous, weal- 
thy places, are more apt to be proud of their fine houses, furniture, 
and entertainments, than those who live in the country. But it is a 
sin that easily besets all ; and is particularly abominable in God's pro- 
fessing people. He has many ways of marring it and bringing it 
down. Let us therefore examine our own hearts, guard against 
self conceit, and earnestly pray that we may be clothed with hu- 
mility. 

2. The prospect ot approaching evils should lead us to humili- 
ation and amendment of what is amiss, r. 16. Pride makes men 
secure and confident ; but darkness is before them. Our afflictions, 
disappointments, and days of darkness may be many ; at least death 
is before us ; and on these dark mountains our feet may stumble. 
To prevent this, let us give glory to God by confession and refor- 
mation, and living near to him. It becomes the greatest persons to 
do this, even kings and queens ; else all their glory and lustre will 
end in everlasting darkness ; while the humble and pious shall be 
exalted, and partake of the inheritance of tlie saints in light. 

S. How tenderly ought God's people, and especially his minis- 
ters, to be affected with the obstinacy and impenitence of others, v. 
17. It should grieve us to behold transgressors, especially those 
•who have enjoyed many and great religious advantages. Ministers, 
when they see their labours unsuccessful, often weep in secret, and 
pour out their pi^ayers and tears to God on this account. But God 
bottles their tears ; and wo be to those whose pride and obstinacy 
have occasioned them. 

4. Let our minds be impressed with the great difficulty of con- 
quering bad habits. It is a thing next to impossible. Hardly any 
principles of rehgion, any motives, either of fear or shame, will work 
upon those who are accustomed to do evil. Fact and experience 
prove this. Let us be thankful if through the pious care of parents, 
and divine grace, we have never contracted them. Young people 
should above all tilings guard against them ; and parents >vnirh 
over their children to prevent thtni. Nothing is impossible to di- 
* vine grace and power. Let those therefore who are under the power 
of them, earnestly strive and pray against them, and do it without 
delay, lest the disease should become incuruble. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Thi9 chafiter foretelU a droughty Vifdch would grratly dittreBs Judea ; 
the prophet makes confession and supplication for pardon ; God 
declares his purpose to punish ; and the prophet bewails their 
misery, v 

1 np^HE word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah roncernmg^ 

2 X. the dearth, the scarcity occasioned by want of rain, Judah 
moumeth, and the gates thereof languish, that is^ the cities and 
their inhabitants ; they arc black unto the ground ; they look 
black and ghastly J and throw themselves on the ground in grief and 
despair ; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up, even the cafntal 

3 city groans under it. And their nobles have sent their little 
ones to the waters, being forced to part with their servants^ they 
send their children for water : they came to the pits, [and] found 
no water ; they returned with their vessels empty ; they were 

4 ashambd and confounded, and covered their heads. Because 
the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the 

5 ploughmen were ashamed, they covered thiir heads. Yea, the 
hind also calved in the field, and forsook [it,] becaiise there was 

6 no grass ybr herself to eaty that she might nourish her young. And 
the wild asses did stand in the high places /or air to cool them^ 
they snuffed up the wind like dragons, or^ like crocodiles^ who 
frequently put up their heads dbave the water to breathe ; their 

eyes did fall, they looked till they were weary with looking^ because 
[there was] no grass. 

7 O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou [it] 
for thy name's sake, interpose for us : for, or rather^ though our 

8 backslidings are many ; we have sinned against thee. O the 
hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldst 
thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man, [that] 
tumeth aside to tarry for a night ? thou hast promised to dwell 
with us : and dost thou regard us no more than a traveller doth a 
place in which he lodges Jot a nighty and never expects to see it 

9 any more 7 Why shouldst thou be as a man astonied through fear 
and surprise^ as a mighty man [that] cannot save, who hath lost his 
wisdom and strength ? yet thou, O Lord, [art] in the midst of 
us, and we are csdled by thy natne ; Ic&ve us tiot. 7b which God 
replies ; 

10 Thus saith the Lord unto this people, Thus have they loved 
' to wander, they have hot refrained their feet Jrom evil ways^ 

therefore the Lord doth not accept them ; he will now rem em - 

1 1 ber their iniquity, and visit th«ir sins. Thensaid the Lord un- 
to me. Pray not for this people for [their] good ; do not ex/tcct 

12 that' your intercessions will prevail. When they last, I will not 
hear their cry ; and when they offer burnt offering and an obla- 
tion, I will not accept them ; though they offer whole burnt offt^t- 
ingSy and bread offerings^ (which were then peculiarly valuable J 
yet I will not hear : but I will consume them by the tword, and 
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by the femine, and by the pestilence ; the pestilence and the 
aword shall he added to thefandne already among them, 
IS" Then said I, as some excuse for thtm^ Ah, Lord God, behold^ 
the prophets say unto ihcm, Ye shall not see the sword, neither 
shall ye have famine ; but I will give you assured peace in this 

14 place. Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy 
lies in my name : 1 sent them not, neither have I commanded 
them, neither spake unto them : they prophesy unto you a false 
vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of 

15 their heart. Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the 
prophets that prophesy in my name, and 1 sent them not, yet 
they say. Sword and famine shall not be in this land ; By sword 
and famine shall those prophets be consumed, which^ though 
they call themselves prophets^ they cannot see to he coming upon 

16 themselves. And the people to whom they prophesy shall be 
cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and 
the sword ; and they shall have none to bury them ; them, their 
wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters : for 1 will pour their 
wickedness upon them. 

1 7 Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them ; Let mine 
eyes run down with tears night and day« and let them not cease ; 
God commands me to lament your calamities : for the virgin 
daughter of my people is broken with a great bi^each, with a 

18 very grievous blow.* If I go forth into the field, then behold 
the slain with the sword ! and if I enter into the city, then be- 
hold them that are sick with famine ! yea, both the praphet and 
the priest go about into a land that they know not ; the false 

19 profihets and wicked priests shall be carried captive. Hast thou 
utterly rejected Judah ? hath thy soul loathed Zion ? why hast 
thou smitten us, and [there is] no healing for us ? we looked 
for peace, and [there is] no good : and for the time of healingi 

20 and behold trouble ! We acknowledge, O Lord, our wicked- 
ness, [and] the iniquity of our fathers : for we have sinned 

2 1 against thee ; we plead guilty, JS/evertheless^ Do not abhor [us,] 
for thy name's sake, do not disgrace tlie throne of thy glory* 
thy temple : remember, break not thy covenant with us ; do not 

22 annu/ or cut off our relation to thee. Are there [any] among 
the vanities of the gentiles that can cause rain ? or can the 
heavens give showers ? idols or second causes cannot relieve us ; 
hut [art] not thou he, O Lord our God ? therefore we will wait 
upon thee : for thou hast made all these [things.] 

REFLECTIONS, 

L T^ZANT of rain in its season, is a great judgment, with 

VV which our hearts ought to be deeply affected. God 

commands the prophet to lament it. Let us own the hand of God 

whenever we see or feel any degree of it. It is he who maketh the 

* ffnuakm U cnlkd a virgin (tanghterj or c\Cf, becante it bad never been bnroed or d«- 
•iroyed. 
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fieaxftna as iron^ the earth as brasB^ and the rain of our land powder 
and dust ; and it becomes us to humble ourselves before him under 
such visitations. More especially as, 

2. Sin is the cause of this and every other judgment. We should 
not rest in natural causes, but under public calamity acknowledge, 
with the prophet here, that our sins testify against usy that we have 
deserved it, and that the Lord is righteous in inflicting it : that we 
have wandered from Gody and not refrained our feet from evil way s^ 
though we have often been warned of the consequences. Let us 
then, as v. 20. acknowledge our ivickedness with penitent hearts, and 
cherish godly sorrow for our sins. 

3. In seasons of national distress let us earnestly apply to God for 
relief. The vanities of the gentiles cannot help us ; it will be of no 
avail to pray to idol gods. Let us fly to him, as the hofic of Israel 
and the saviour^ and supplicate his mercy for his name's sake ; that 
he may be glorified by our thankful improvement of the favour we 
seek : and let us to our prayers join our ardent praises, that our 
case is not so bad as that of Judah ; thsct we do not see in our t9wns 
those who are sick with famine, and in our fields those who are slaiiv 
with the sword. Thus let us wait upon God^ for he hath made and 
ordered all these things. 

4. How much more earnestly should we pray for a plentiful 
communication of his Spirit ! Rain from heaven and fniitful sea- 
sons are very desirable ; but it is more desirable that religion should 
flourish, and the fruits of righteousness abound : and this can only 
be expected from God's pouring out his Spirit. We very nmch 
need it ; there is a spiritual dearth in our churches ; the things th^t 
remain are ready to die; and the graces of professors languish. Let 
us daily pray that God would not reject and leave us ; but send down 
showers of this blessing ; that we may abound in all the fruits of 
righteousness^ which are by Jesus Christ to the firaise and glory of God. 



CHAP. XV. 

In ref:ly to their reqursrin the former chafiter^ God assures them in 
this that nothing could divert him from his /lurffosc of fiunit^hing so 
v^icked a fieofile, Accordingly their fate is again declared ; the 
firofihet comfilains of being obliged to deliver iuch messages ; he is 
refirovedfor this ; appeals to God for his sincerity^ and supplicates 
pardon ; upon which Qod promises to protect him in the faithful 
discharge of his duty, 

1 nr^HEN said the Lord unto me, Though Moses and Samuel 

A stood before me, those successjul intercessors for Israel^ 
[yet] my mind [could] not [be] toward this people : cast [them] 

2 out of my sight, and let them go forth. And it shall come to 
pass, if they say- unto thee, Wiiither shall we go forth ? then 
thou shalt tell them, Thus sallh the Lord, Such as [are] for 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH. XV. 335 

death, to death, that isy to the fiestilence ; and such ad [are] for 
the sword, to the sword ; and such as [are] for the famine, to 
the famine ; and such as [are] for the captivity, to>the captivity. 

3 And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the Lord : the 
sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, 
and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy th'?s€ that are 

4 slain. And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms 
of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, for [that] which he did in Jerusalen^ybr comfiUjing with 
and fieraiating in his idolatries^ for sufifiressing the wor shift ofJeho* 

5 vah^ and /tutting u/t idols even i?i the temfile. For who shall have 
pity upon thee, O Jerusalem ? or who shall bemoan thee ? or 
who shall go aside to ask how thou doest ? none shall think it 
worth his while to do «o, every one must own thy calamity to be 

6 just. Thou hast forsaken me, saith the Lord, thou art gone 
backward : therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, 
and destroy thee ; I am weary with repenting ; with susfiending 

7 my judgments and bearing so long with thee. And I will fan them 
wiih a fan in the gates of the land ; I will bereave [them] of 
children, I will destroy my people, [since] they return not from 

8 their ways. Their widows are increased to me above the sand 
of the seas : I have brought upon them, that isy Jerusalem^ 
against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noon day ; or^ 
against the mother city a young man^ namely^ Kebuchadnezzar^ who 
was a young man^ in the first year qf his reign : I have caused 

9 [him] to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city. She 
that hatk borne seven languishtth : she hath given up the 
ghost ; her sun is gone down while [it was] yet day : she hath 
been ashamed and confounded, because she hath lost all her c/Jl' 
dreny at a time when she enjoyed most comfort in them ; or this 
may be understood of Jerusalem : and the residue of them, ^hose 

. that have esca/ied out of the city, will I deliver to the sword 
before their enemies, saith the Lord. 7'he Jirofihet thenfiro- 
ceeds, 

10 Wo is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me, a man of 
strife and a man of contention to the whole earth, or land ! evrry 
one hates me and quarrels with me for my faithfulness : I have 
neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury ; [yet] 
every one of them doth cui'se me ; I have had no dealings in the 
worlds which are often the source of contention ; fiarticularly i/io,<c 
dealings here mentionedy which generally firoduced qtiarrthy as the 

1 1 Jenoa were forbidden to lend to one another on usury^ The Lord 
said. Verily it shall be well with thy remnant,* in the residue if 
thy days and thy family ; vcrily I will cause the enemy to entreat 
thee [well] in the time of evil and in the lime of adiiction ; 
which they didy giving him leave to stay or gOy as he pimsed. 

12 Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel ? a pTL^erbial 
exfiressioTty signifying^ that the nor the) n nations^ who should come 

• Dr. Btaynfv translHte* ir, T'tey h ive rrviUd me all ofthtm, ^jitk Jiho^ah, ^^^t is, Lth 
thsu and the p.f/ple, yet I 'will take care ofthet. 
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ufi against Jerufalem^ would be as much sufterior to them irr 

13 strength^ as temfiered s'eei is to common iron. Thy substance 
and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, without 
any valuable consideration^ as a worthless commodity ^ which a man, 
will give away rather than keeft^ and [that] for all thy sins, eveu 

1 4 in all thy borders. And I will make [thee] to pass with thine 
enemies into a land [which] thou knowest not ; for a fire is 
kindled in mine anger, [which] shall bum upon you. The 
profihet then saysy 

15 O Lord, thou knowest my innocence : remember me, and 
▼isit me, and revenge me of my persecutors : take me not away 
in thy long suffering ; fiermit me not to be destroyed by themy 
while thou art long steering and bearest with their firovocations : 

16 know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them ; and thy word, or commission^ was 
tinto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart : for I am called 
by thy name, O Lord God of hosts ; / received thy messages with 
fileasurcy and meditated ufion them, and delivered them readily and 
Justly ; but as they were /irincifially of the terrible kind^ I began to 

17 be uneasy at them, I sat not in the assembly of the mockers* 
nor rejoiced, indulged no unbecoming levity ; I sat alone, or re^ 
tired J because of thy hand ; on account of the Judgments thou hast 
threatened to bring ufion them : for thou hast filled me with in- 
dignation ; / had ns heart to be cheerful when I had nothing buf 

18 woes to foretell. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound 
incurable, [which] rcfiiseth to be healed ? must I always con- 
tinue in tius uneasy condition ? wilt thou be altogether unto me 
as a liar, [and as] waters [that] fail and grow dry in summer ? 
must I always be disahfiointed in my ho/ie of encouragement j and of 
success in my work ? These were the irregular workings of the 
profihet* s mind ; to which God answers, 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou return to a better tem^ 
tier and a faithful discharge of thy duty, then will I bring thee 
again [and] thou shalt stand before me ; / will restore thee to 
thy station, as my firofihet : and if thou take forth the precious 
from the vile thou shalt be as my mouth , if thou distinguish 
between good and bad in thy ftr caching, I will honour thee with 

further messages, and enable thee to deliver them aright : let 
them return unto thee ; but return not thou unto them ; do not 
accommodate thyself to their lusts and prejudices, but ddrr^er my 

20 word faithfully, how much soever it is disrelished. And I will 
make thee unto, or against, this people a fenced brazen wall; 
and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail 
against thee : for I [am] with thee to save thee and to deliver 

21 thee, saith the Lord. And I will deliver thee out of the hand 
of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the 
terrible* 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. T E T us attentively observe what an honour God here puts 
JLi upon his praymg^ servants ; with what respect and afiection 
he speaks of Moses and Samuel, who had been dead many centu- 
ries. If any thing would have reconciled him to Israel it would 
have been their intercession. This is no intimation that they inter- 
ceded in heaven, but the contrary : it is only a supposition ; as 
Moses had often stood in the breach, and Samuel prevailed for their 
deliverance. This shows the power of prayer, and What pleasure 
God takes in his worshipping servants. It shows what a blessing 
to their country those are, who offer up earnest prayers for it : and 
how desirable and necessary it is that we should abound in suppli- 
cation for our own land. 

S. See hj&w diCBcult it is to bear censure and reproach with pa- 
tience and cheerfulness. Jeremiah was much out of frame, through 
the strife and contention of his countrymen ; and it is indeed hard 
to live peaceably and keep our tempers, when we live among bad 
neighbours, who are disposed to pick quarrels and spread slanders. 
Those who have krge dealings in the world are very likely to suffer 
in their character, and consequently in their temper ; but let them 
take warning by the prophet, and be so much the more upon their 
guard that they do not indulge a fretful, uneasy spirit ; and endeav- 
our, by watchfulness and prayer, in fiatience to possess their satis : 
and, when discomposed, to return to a right mind. 

3. See what opposition fiuthiul ministers have reason to expect. 
Jeremiah had pursued no secular business, which is often the source 
of envy and contention ; he acted in his own sphere, and delivered 
his messages faitlifully ; and merely on this account these wicked 
men hated and persecuted, and did all they could to silence him as 
a troul^esome man. Let none of God*s faithful servants, particular- 
ly his ministers, wonder, if they are put under an ill name ; and if 
they who are reproved, and will not be reformnd, censure and abuse 
their best friends, and quarrel with those who would save them from 
destruction. 

4. See how ministers ought to behave themselves in such cir- 
cumstances. They are to meditate on the word of God ; digest it, 
and endeavour throughly to understand and relish it. They aie not 
to study to please men by sinful compliances, and by bringing down 
christian precepts to their jjtandard ; but to deliver their messages 
faithfully, and urge men to come up to the purity of the christian 
standard. They are to distinguish between the precious and the 
vile ; to reprove the wicked and the careless ; to encourage and 
comfort the righteous. They are to consider themselves as God's 
mouth ; to speak nothing but what his word requires ; and when 
they do so we are to consider them as God's mouth, and pay as 
much regard to what they say, as if (;od himself spoke to us. These 
are maxims necessary to be regarded by us at all times ; especially 
amidst prevailing degeneracy ; and in so doing God will support 
and deliver us ; and we shall stand before him with honour and ac- 
ceptance through Jesus Christ. 

Vol. V. T t 
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CHAP. XVI. 

In which tfic firofihct foretells the utter ruin of the Jews, 

\ TT* H 1^ word of the Lord came also unto me, sayings while 

2 X others go on U their utual course^ Thou shall not take thee 
a wife, neither shall thou bav9 sons or daughters in this place ; 

3 a token of the desolation that is sfteedily apfiroaching. For thus 
saith the IjORd concerning the sons and concerning the daugh- 
ters [that are] bom in this placci and concerning their mothers 
that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in 
this land ; 9uch calamities are comings that it would have been 

4 better they had lived single ; for They shall die of grievous 
. deaths ; they shall not be lamented ; neither shall they be bu- 

ried ; [but] they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth : 
and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine ; and 
their carcasses shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the 

5 beasts of the earth. For thus saith the Lord, Enter not into 
the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them : 
for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the Lord, 
[even] loving kindness and mercies ; their own miscrus are so 

. great that they cannot symfiathize with others ; they are not oh* 

6 jects ff my mercy^ nor of the comftassion of others. Both the 
great and the small shall die in this land : they shall not be 
buried, neither shall [men] lament for them, nor cut themselves, 
nor make themselves bald for them, tkeu is^ shall not shape the 
tofia of their headsy they shall be treated like common malefactors : 

7 Neither shall [men] tear [themselves] for them, or break bread 
for them^ in mourning to comfort them for the dead ; neither 
shall [men] give them the cup of consolation to drink for their 

^ father or for their mother.* Thou shalt not also go into the 
house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink ; thou 
shall not use even innocent entertainments^ buty by abstaining from 

9 thewy declare that all feaiivity shall cease. For thus saith the 
Loud of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will cause to cease 
out of this -place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the biide, all public and private occasions cf 
rejoicing, 

10 And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt showihis people 
all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath 
the Lord pronounced all this gr^rat evil against ys ? or what 
[is] our iniquity ? or what [is] our sin that we have committed 

1 1 against the Lord our God ? Then shalt thou say unto them« 
Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the Lord, and 
have walked after other gods, and have served them, and have 
worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my 

• It wa« the custom in those d.iys to ^end food aod wine to mmirner^, ns tuppoting they 
hud no heart to provide for thcm.^elves ; this was wry difiVrent from making fekfti for thenif 
wluck i» ». lidicalous uid uiUeccnt cuttuni« sooietiuus i>ntctlted among itf. 
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12 law ; And ye have done worsethan your fathers ; for, behold, 
ye walk every one after the imagination of his evil heart, that 
they may not hearken unto uie ; ihey futv^ cherished and encour* 

1 3 aged (hose lu^a which lead them from God : Therefore will I cast 
you out of this land into a land that ye know jiot, [neither] ye 
nor your fatiiers ; and there shall ye serve other gods day and 
night ; where I will not show you favour ; yc shall be temfited 
to do it^ and some thfill com/Uy ; Intt they shall not gain the favour 
of the Chaldeans thereby ; accordingly those were most es^teemed 
%tfho had the courage to o/tfiose these things. Then follows the 
promise of mercy in (he midst of judgment, 

H Therefore, or nevertheless^ ^behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth, that 

1 3 brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; But, 
the Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from 
the land of the north, and from all the lands whjther he had 
driven them : and I will bring them again into their land that I 
gave unto their fathers ; though this deliverance be not so great 
and miraculous as the others yet they shall be more im/iress^d with 
it^ as brought about by the immediate infuence of God u/ion Cy- 
rus, But at firesent^ 

16 Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they 
shall fish them ; and after will I send for many hunters, and they 
shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and 

17 out of the holes qf the rocks. For mine eyes [are] upon all 
.their ways : they are not hid fram my face, neither is their ini- 
quity hid from mine eyes ; / will send armies against yott^ which 
you shall be no more able to resist j than fishes and beasts can r( - 

1 5 sist fishers and hunters. And first, before that hafifty time comefy 
I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double, that z>, 
largely y or double to my usual severity ; because they have defil- 
ed my land, they have filled mine inheritance v iih the carcasses 
of their detestable and abominable things, with wounded beastB 
offered to heathen deities^ such as swine and mice ; perha/is hu- 
man sacrifices may be referred to, Then^ in order to aggravate 
the stupidity of Jsraely the prophet reflects witii pleasure on the 

19 time when the heathen shall be converted ; O Lord, my strength, 
and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of. affliction, the; 
gentiles^hall come unto thee from the ends of the eju^th, and. 
shall say, Surely our fathers have inberitexl lies, vanity, and 
[things] wherein [there is] no profit ; they *huU be anhamed (f 
the gods of their fathers^ turn to Jihovah^and be obedient to him. 

20 Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they [are] no gods ? 

2 1 what can be more absurd than this 7 Therefore, behold, I will 
this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know mine 
hand and my might, in bringing them back and ihtreby awakenint; 
the heathen ; and they shall know that my name [ib] The Lord ; 
the effect of their captivity shall be to cure them of thdr idolafyy, 
Jiccordinghj they have never aincc relapfsed into /.'. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. TT O W wretched is the case of those from whom God takes 
JlX away his peace ! It is often the case of nations and of 
particular persons. Nations lose their prosperity and quiet, and 
have little comfort in any of their enjoyntents ; and particular pei^ 
sons lose, not only external blessings, their substance, health, and 
friends, bat the composure of their minds. Their hearts meditate 
terror, and that oftentimes when there is no ground for it. May we 
be thankful for our peace while it is continued, and be careful to 
keeft ourulve9 in the love of God ; for without that we can have no 
tn^e peace. Then, though we walk for a while in darkness, light 
and gladness will qilickly succeefd. 

2. Let us often reflect on God's perfect knowledge of our ways 
and hearts ; our conduct and principles, and our. iniquities, v, 1 7. 
Many forget him ; their eyes are never toward the Lord ; they 
think him such an one a» themselves ; but he sees all things ; our 
secret Mn» are in the light qf hia counienanee. All are observed and 
remembered by him ; and /or all these things he will bring us into 
judgment, 

3. We are taught not to undervalue the fkvovrs and merciea 
shown to us, because they are not in some respects equal to those 
of our fathers, V. 14, 15. We see how jnuch the Israelites were 
affected with their deliverances, though it was not so miraculous as 
the deliverance of their fathers. The former and later appearances 
of Providence are to be kept in remembrance^ and gratefully ac- 
knowledged. Let us give God glory for the mercy shown to our 
iatherS) for we reap the benefit of them ; nor say, the ,fbrmer days 
were better than these. Though our deliverances and favours on 
aome accounts are less wonderful, yet they may be equally impor- 
tant ; and therefore God should be devoutly praised for them. 

4. Let the disappointments and veijations which others have 
found in the ways of sin, engage us to depart firom them, v. 19. We 
are not to do any thing because they did it, but to consider whether 
it be right and good. If wrong, let no veneration for antiquity and 
custom influence our minds, more especially in matters of evident 
duty. Sin is attended with sorrow, shame, and misery. Instances 
of this we ourselves may have seen. Let us therefore fly from it, 
and turn unto the Lord, for his service is reasonable. Those that 
wait on him shall never be, ashamed ; and in keefiing his common d* 
fjients there is great reward. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

JTie former part of the chapter^ v. 1—18, ahoivs the fatal conse" 
guencea qf idolatry^ the hap/tinesa of the man^ that trusts in God, and 
the vanity of riches^ which often dimppcint the ononer ; the prophet 
appeals to God for his sincerity, and prays that the evil intended by 
his enemies may reiJert on their own heads ; the remainder relates to 
the due observance (f the sabbaths 

1 ^ I ^HE sin of Judah [is] written with a pen of iron, [and] 
JL with the point of a diamond : [it \%] graven upon the table 
of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars, where the 
blood qf their idolatrous sacrifices is poured out, wMch is a proof qf 
the wickedness of their hearts, plain and lef^ible both to God and 
man ; they are so confirmed in sin that there is no hope qfre* 

t claiming them ; Whilst their children remember their altars and 
their groves by the green trees upon the high hills ; even their 
children can show (he way to their altars^ and understand their 

3 worship, it is so common and prevalent, O my mountain in the 
field, that is, Jerumlcm, a mountain, or a heap qf mountains in a 
plain, I will give thy substance [and] all thy treasures to the 
spoil, [and] thy high places for sin, or, on account of thy sin, 

4 throughout all thy borders. And thou, even thyself, shalt dis- 
continue from thine heritage that I gave thee ; and I will cause 
thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not ; 
a very beautiful allusion to the seventh year, when the land was to 
lie untUled and the servants were to be released ; for the neglect qf 
this thou shalt be released from thy possession, and turned out 
qf thy heritage : for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger^ 
[which] shall bum for ever, t/iat is, till you are consumed. 

5 Thus saith the Lord ; Cursed [be] the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh, that is, frail, mortal man, his arm, or con^ 

Jldence, and whose heart departeth from the Lord ; referring 

6 to their alliance with Egypt and dependence upon it. For he shall 
be like the heath in the desert, a very worthless shrub, and shall 
not see when good cometh ; but shall inhabit the parched places 
in the wilderness, [in] a salt land and not inhabited ; they shall 
not enjoy the good and safety they hoped for, but be exposed to the* 

7 evils they feared. Blessed [is] the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is, who useth no sinful means 

8 for his safety. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
in opposition to the heath before mentioned, and [that] spreadcth 
out her roots by the river, and shall not see, or fear, when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green ; and shall not be careful in 
the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielijing fruit, 
which shall not be destroyed by drought, but have a constant sup' 
ply qfm^jieture, and be always fruitful, 

9 The heart [is] deceitful above all [things,] and desperate! y 
wicked : who can know it ? ^ general remark ; which- seems 
principally to refer to their foreign alliances, by which the/ would 
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10 be deceived, I the Lord setrch the heart, [I] try the reins, even 
to give every man according to his ways, [and] according to the 
fruit of his doings ; / alone knov) the hearty and can by my prw" 

1 1 idence turn and influence it. [As] the partridge, or kore^ (a 
bird which frequentt the mountains^ 1 Sam. xxvi. 20.) sitteth [on 
eggs,] and hatcheth [them] not ; or sitteth on egga she did not 
lay^ and the brood from which soon run from her and join with birds 
qf their own kindy or are frequently and easily destroyed ; [so] 
he that getteth richos« and not by right, shall kave them in the 
midst of his days, when he thinks them secure^ an I firomises him- 
self /Jleasure in them, and at his end shall be a fool, because he has 
laboured for and trusted in what is so transitory. 

12 A glorious high throne from the beginning [is] the place of 
our sanctuary ; God made it so from the beginning, that is, since 
David contrived and Solomon built it ; and this is an aggravation 
f^ our folly in forsaking the Lord and serving idols, while his tern- 

13 file is among us. O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake 
thee /or other confidences shall be ashamed, [and] they that de- 
part from me, from thy words delivered by me, shall be like char- 
atrters written in the dust qf the earth, which are easily blown 
o way, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of liv- 

14 ing waters. The firofihet firays, Heal me, O Lord, and I shall 
be healed ; relieve and confort me under persecutions and afflic" 
lions / save me, and I shall be saved : for thou [art] the object <f 
my praise. 

15 Behold, they say unto me. Where [is] the word of the Lord ? 
let it come now ; infidels and libertines doubt the truth of it, and 

16 defy its threatenings. ' As for me, I have not hastened from [be- 
inj?] a pastor to follow thee :• neither have I 4esired the woful 
day ; thou knowest ; / have taken no pleasure in denouncing 
these judgments, I have never wishtd for them, though necessary 
to accomplish my prophecies ; I have kept close fo my instructions : 

17 that which came out of my lips was [right] before thee. Be not 
a terror unto me, while my adversaries are so : thou [art] my 

IS hope in the day of evil. Let them be confounded, that is, they 
shall be so, that persecute me, but let not roe be confounded : 
let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed : bring upon 
them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction ; 
i/ro7i wiU utterly destroy them, that they may no longer insult thy 
prophet and defy thy threatenings. 

19 Thus saith the Lord unto me ; Go and stand in the gate of 
the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, 
aiKl by the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem, 

20 in all publi^ places ; And say unto them, Hear ye the word of the 
LoHD, ye kings of Judah< and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of 

21. Jeuusalern, that enter in by these gates : Thus saith the Lord ; 

I'ake heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the {abbath day, 

23 nor bring [it] in by the gates of Jerusalem ; Neither carry forth a 

• S'xn: re.iA it th'i$, / have r«/ thruA my^i'f inie the pastoral aficr, nw have I deiUn'd 
it 'u.^i.n cali d 'to it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH- XVII. 34S 

burden out of your houses on the sabbath dayy neither do ye any 
work, but hallow ye the sabbath day,as I commanded youpfathers; 
33 09 a sign of my ccverutfit with them. But they obeyed not, nei- 
ther inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might 

24 not hear, nor receive instruotion. And it shall come to pass, if 
ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in no . 
burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but 

25 hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein ; Then 
shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and prin- 
ces sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and 
on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem : and this city shall remain for 

36 ever ; the courts the cilyj and the country shall Jlourinh, And 
they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the 
places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and 
from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, 
bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat ofierings^ 
and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the Lord ; they shall bring their sacrifices from all ftarta 

27 qf the land. But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the 
sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the 
gates of Jerusalem on the sabbatli day ; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Je- 
rusalem, and it shall not be quenched ; a threatening which was 
literally fulfilUd^ and which this very prophet lived to see and 
lament, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. Tl^T^E here^e how cautious we should be of putting too 
VV much trust in man. To depend upon human Mrisdom, 
skill, and power, to the neglect of Cod, (that is, while we disregard 
his providence, and restrain prayer before him) is an affront to him ; 
it is impious and profane. Men are all of them weak and frail, 
many of them are false and deceitful ; therefore it is foolish to trust 
in them, and the way to have our expectations disappointed. In like 
manner, it is also foolish to trust in our own hearts, and lean to our 
own understandings, without seeking and acknowledging God. 
Take heed therefore^ brethren^ lest there be in any one of you an evil 
heart of unbeUef in departing from the living God, 

2. We see how safely and coinfortably we may trust in God. If 
we faithfully do our duty« and trust in him to guide, support, and 
dehver us, he will do it. He knows the heart ; knows what we in- 
tend ; and what those with whom we have any concern intend ; and 
can influence us and them as he pleases. If we trust in him, ue 
shall flourish in honour and comfort, and abound iii the fruits of 
righteousness. He «ill not be our terror, but our comfort, in the 
day of evil, ^when men fail us, and our expectations from the crea- 
tures are disappointed. 

3. We are taught the vanity of ^hose riches which are unjustly 
gotten. All are vanity ; but these are especially so. A manr may 
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get rich by <^pres9Um) fraud) and ardfice. This is somethaes the 
case i and it encourages men of no principle to practise injustice. 
But such riches often leave a man in the midst of his days, when he 
wants tnem most, and pleases himself with the thought of their con« 
tinuance and increase. They will cwrtainly leare him in the end of 
his days, when he oan carry nothing with him but the guilt, shame, 
and remorse of having gotten them unjustly. Then he will see 
himself to have been a fool : however proud he may have been of 
his sagacity and success, and of the flattery of others. O let integ- 
, rity and hfiriffhincBB fireterve U9 : and let us be rick in good vforkt. 
By acting thus we shall ahow ouruelvea wse^ and lay u/i in ttart for 
giirselves a good foundation against the time to come, 

4. Observe how necessary it is to aanctify the aabbath^ if we de- 
sire the &Tour of God; and the prosperity of our country. This 
is required of kings and rulers, ae well as others. No burdens are 
to be borne, no common work to be done, no labouring, travelling, 
carrying out) or fetching in, (even provisions) except in case of ab- 
solute necessity. We see what stress God lays upon this duty ; he 
charges the neglect of it as a crime which would bring ruin upcm 
the state. The religious obserration of the sabbath will support 
other branches of religion, v. 31, therefore let us take heed to our- 
selves. Great caution is needful in a degenerate day, and amidst so 
many bad examples. Those who, merely to save time on working 
daysi contrive to take journeys, to visit their friends, or follow their 
business on the sabbath, and, by so doing, deprive themselves of re-^ 
ligious advantages, do at least, (however their thoughts inay be 
employed) set a bad example to others, and encourage them to 
profane the sabbath. Those who do this should attend to the pro- 
phet Jeremiah's admonition : and how they can iMgine such a con- 
duet to be consistent with the divine authority ana law, the design 
of the sabbath, the solemnity of a christian profession and engage- 
ment, or even with seeking the true interest of their country, is 
astonishing. How they will vindicate it before him, who will give 
to every man according to his ways and the fruit of his doings, thef 
will do well to consider. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

God hert^ under the tyfie of a potter^ shows his absolute fiower in dii- 
/losing of nations^ and threatens judgments to Judah, 

1 'i^HE word which came to Jeremiah from the Loro, saying, 

2 -L Arise, and go down to the potter's hou^, and there 1 will 

3 cause thee to lieai* my words. Then I went down to the potter's 
house, and, heboid, he wrought a work on the wheels, or, was ai 

4 work ufiofi the stones. And the vessel that he made of clay waa 
marred in the hand of the potter : so he made it again aTM)ther 

5 vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make [it.] Then the 
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6 wofd of the Lord came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot 
I do with you as this potter ? saith the Lord. Behold, as the 
clay [is] in the potter's hand, so [are] ye in mine hand, O house 
of Israel ; I heme absolute fiower over thee to do as I please^ yet I 
am not inclined to deal wtlh thee in strict righteousness according 

7 to thy true character ; for [At what] instant I shall speak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, either by my firo* 
fihetsj or in (he course of firovidence^ to pluck up, and to pull 

t down, and to destroy [it ;] If that nation against whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them ; I will change my way of dealing with 

9 tliem. And [at what] instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 

10 and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant tit ;] If it do 
evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of 
the good wherewith I said I would benefit them ; according to 
their different behavioury they shall 4) e come the objects of my favour 
or disfileasure. 

1 1 Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying. Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, 
I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you ; / /tz- 
tend to fiunish you : return ye now every one from his evil way, 

12 and make your ways and your doings good. And they said. 
There is no hope : but we will walk after our own devices, and 
we will every one do the imagination of his evil heait ; they were 

13 stubborn and would not be reformed. Therefore thus saith the 
Lord ; Ask ye now among the heathen, who ]^th heard such 
things ; none among them were so stu/iidy as to say they would not 
reform when judgments were coming nfion them^ especially when 
(hfy actually fellff tern ; the Ninevites^Jor instance y repented at the 
preaching ofJonahy but the virgin of Israel hath done a very hor- 
rible thing ; Israel^ that ought to be a purcy chaste virgin to the 

14 Lordyis worse than they. Will [a man] leave the snow of Leb- 
anon [which cometh] from the rock of the field ? [or] shall the 
cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken ? 
♦ Will the snow leave Lebanon before any rock of (he field ? lilU 
men dig for strange waters perverselyy in preference to such as 
flow ? fVill a thirsty traveller in hot weather leave cool watery that 

trickles down from LebanoHy or fine spring watery for a standingy . 

1 5 muddy lake .?* Because my people hath forgotten me, they have 
burned incense to vanity, to idols, and they have caused them to 
stumble in their ways [from] the ancient paths, to walk in paths, 
[ip] a way not cast up ; their false prophets and idolatrous priests 
have led them from the good old wot/, to walk in a miry dangerous 

16 road ; To make their land desolate, [and] a perpetual hissing ; 
every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his 
head ; the consequence will bcy that some luillpityy and others will 

\7 triumfih in their catamities, I will scatter* them as with an east 
wind before the enemy ; I will show them the back, and not the 
fiace, in tj^e day of their calamity. 

• Dr. Blmyney, 

V.t. V. u « 
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1 8 Then said they, Come) and let us devise devices against Jere- 
miah ; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel 
fmm the wise, nor the word from the*prophet ; we ahail do well 
enough since we have so many priests^ wise mcn^ and firofihets on 
our side. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us 
not give heed to any of his words ; let us lay things to his charge 

19 that may blast his character ^ and even take away his Ufe. Give 
heed to me, O Lord, and hearken not to the voice of them that 

20 contend with me. - Shall evil be recompensed for good ? for they 
have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before 
thee to speak good for them, [and] to turn away thy wrath from 
them, though I denounced it ; since they are incorrigible^ X will 
not any more intercede. The three last verses are the firofihet*s 
prediction concerning his enemies^ rather than his imprecation, 

2 1 Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out 
their [blood] by the force of the sword ; and let their wives be 
bereaved of their children, and [be] widows ; and let their men 
be put to death ; [let] their young men [be] slain by the sword 

22 in battle. Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt 
bring a troop suddenly upon them : for they have digged a pit 

23 to take me, and hid snares for my feet. Yet, Lord, thou know- 
est all their counsel against me to slay [me :] forgive not their 
iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy sight, but let them be 
overthrown before thee ; deal [thus] with them in the time of 
thine anger ; they shall not escape the punishment due to their sins, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . T E T us reverence the absolute powe And sovereignty of 
X-i God. We meet with frequent comparisons in scripture 
relating to this, which are very be^tiful and striking. The potter 
can mould the clay into what form he pleases : so has God absolute 
power over his creatures. Our times, and the events of our lives, 
are in his hand. In his hand are the fates of nations : and there- 
fore we must not dispute his will ; but be content with the stations 
and circumstances in which he places us. 

2. Though God be absolutely powerful, yet he is unchangeably 
just. His sovereignty is not that arbitrary thing which many peo- 
ple have supposed. God does not say. Because I have your fates in 
my hand, therefore I will break or raise you, according to my will, 
without any other regard ; but, if a nation repent, and become obe- 
dient, I will save them out of the deepest distress : if they go on in 
sin, I will destroy them when they think themselves most secure. 
The distinction is very plain, and very important. God distributes 
his favoursAS he pleases, for he is a debtor to no man. But he never 
punishes by prerogative ; or where there is not guilt to deserve it ; 
and in the final distribution of rewards and punishments, he will rm- 
der to every man according to his works, 

3. Let us lament the prodigious stupidity and obAinacy of sin- 
ners. No wonder that G^d calls the conduct of Israel a horrible 
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Mng. They would not give heed to any of Jeremiah's words ; 
but, right or wrong, were determined to act contrary to them. They 
would not so much as promise to reform ; but would follow their 
own lusts and devices : and they encouraged one another to do so. 
This is the case of many under a christian name ; and rather than 
part with their sins, they will smite, with their tongue at kast, the 
prophets who reprove them. But God will bring upon them the 
judgments they despise, and overwhelm them with everlasting de- 
struction. 

4. It will be a great satisfaction to us, when censured and re- 
proached, to be conscious that we ha%'e not deserved it : but that, 
on the contrary, we have wished well and endeavoured to do kind- 
ness to those who have censured us. This is an amiable part of 
Jeremiah's character, v. 20, and shows, that his imprecations did 
not proceed from a malicious, revengeful spirit, but were prophetic 
denunciations. Thus let us bless them that turae ti8j and pray /or 
tho9€ that deafiitefiiUy use us ; rendering blessing for curbing. This 
vnll be our rejoicing in the day of evil. Be not overcome of ervil^ but 
overcome evil ^tnth good. 



CHAP. XIX. 

By the significani tyfie of breaking the potter'* s vessel^ Jeremiah is di* 
reeled to predict the destruction ofJudah and Jerusalem, The prophets 
frequently taught by symbolic actions, as weU as by words, 

1 nnH U S sakh the Lord,. Go and get a potter's earthen 

X bottle, or vessel^ and [take] of the ancients of the people, 
and of the ancients of the priests ; that isj the elders (f the peo- 
ple, some of the great council, and the heads of the courses of the 

2 priest9 ; And go forth unto the valley of the spn of Hinnom, 
which [is] by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the 

3 words that I shall tell thee, And say, dear ye the word of the 
Lord, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem, tftat is, 
the princet tf the blood, and chief magistrates ; Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel : Behold, I will bring evil up. 
on this place, the which whofpever heareth, his ears shall tingle ; 
so dreadful will it be that it shall astonish and terrify every one, 

4 Because they have forsaken tne, and have estranged this place, 
this holy city, the place of my residence, and have burned incense- 
in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have 
known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with 
the blood of innocents ; have improved upon their fathers* idola^ 
trf, and the vncJcedness of former kings, and sacrificed their chiU 

5 dren to Molech, or the sun ; They have built also the high places 
of Baal) another name for the sun, to burn their sons with fire 
[for] burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor 
spake [it,] neither came [it] into my mind, tut uhich lexpresi^ 
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6 ly forbade^ Deut. xii. 31. Therefore, behold, the days comey 
saith the Lord, that this place shall no more be called TopheS 
nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaugh- 

7 ten. And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem 
in this place ; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before 
their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives : 
and their carcasses will I give to be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the earth ; they skaU be defeated 
and destroyed^ and see the vanity of those contrivances^ by which 

8 they thought to esca/ie my judgments. And I will make this city 
desolate, and an hissing ; every one that passeth thereby shaU 

9 be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof. And 
I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of 
their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his 
friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and 

10 they that seek their lives, shall straiten them. Then shalt thou 
break the bottle, or vessel, in the sight of the men that go with 

1 1 thee,* And shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 
Even so will I break this people and this city, as [one] breaketh 
a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again : and they 
shall bury [them] in Tophct, till [there be] no place to bury. 

12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith the Lord, and to the inhab-. 
itants thereof, and [even] make this city as Tophet, a place of 

13 slaughter and burials : And the houses of Jerusalem, and the 
houses of the king^ of Judah, shall be defiled, by reason tiftht 
dead bodies thercy unburiedy as the place of Tophet, because of 
all tlic houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto 
all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink oflerings unto 

14 other gods.t Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the 
Lord had sent him to prophesy, and he stood in the court of 
the Lord's house ; and said to all the people, to some of the 
priests that wotUd not go with fiim^ or could not leave the temfilcj 
and to the fieofUe, firobably at the hour of sacnfice^ when many 

1 5 were assembled^ Thus saith tlie Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her towns, the 
other cities oj Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against 
it, because they have hardened their neck8> that they might nolf 
hear my words. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTO W kind 1$ God to t4ke so inany methods to prevent the 

JTX ruin of sinners. Judgments were to be plainly threatencci 

by Jeremiah, and the causes of them specified. This sermon was 

• ProbsblT some had made a jest of the representation in the former chapter, trying. We 
\)vrt been made and hardened kxijr aifo. and »bal) not be easily brokf n. But die propbet was 
now to break the vessel Ln their sigh^, to represent their otter destruction. 

t Jmtah had defiled this place, by bornlnK dead men's bones there : the filth of the city 
riso was carried into it, and a fire kept buminK to consume it. Snch w as the state olTophef 
when this message was delivered. What ^a dreadful representation of Jcrosalcm aud the 
ether cities whira should be nude like it i Hence it came (o be used as an embUm o^ hrik 
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tb be preached at Tophet, that their imaginations might be struck , 
with the horrible scene before their eyes. So unwilling was a gra^ 
cious God to leave any method untried, that might awaken these 
«tupid people. And he still bears With sinncm ; commands his 
ministers to urge every topic and argument likely to influence them ; 
and has appointed some sacramental signs, the more deeply to im- 
press their minds. So unwilling is he that any should perish ; and 
so inexcusable will be the guilt of sinners if all has no eifect. 
• 2. It becomes the greatest of men to pay a serious regard to all 
divine messages. The princes, priests, and elders of Judah, 
«( though it appears that they hated and despised Jeremiah) had yet 
sucl^a sense of decency and regard to the message from God, that 
they followed him to Topliet. Thus should those who are most 
respectable for age, wealth, and station, reverence the word of God, 
and attend upon his institutions. Their own salvatiop depends upon 
it ; and their example will have great influence upon others. If 
superiors allow themselves to show any slight to divine ordinances, 
their inferiors will pay no regard to them : and thus the little re- 
ligion which is left among us, may soon be quite lost. 

3. Whatever the counsel and opinion of wicked men may be, 
God will defeat them, and fulfil his own threatenings to the utter- 
most. This is frequently repeated ; viz. that God will do all that 
he has declared ; and bring about all the evil he has pronounced. 
His judgments will be found to be as dreadful as his word declares 
them to be, whether men will believe it or not. T/iey think him to 
be 9uch an one aa themaeivet : that he forgets what he has threatened, 
or* will not fully execute it. But God ia faithful^ and cannot deny 
himaelf. Let us therefore never harden our hearts ; but diligently 
hear and obey his word : so shall we escape the evil which shall 
come upon the obstinate, and stand before the Son of man. "^^ 



CH^P. XX. 

In thia chafitevy Paf^hur, for amiting J&emah^ rtceivea a new name^ 
and a fearful doom ; Jeremiah comfxlaina on account of the difficult 
tiea and fieraecutions he met with in the diacharge qf hia office, 

} T^TOW Pashur the son of Iromer the priest, who [was] 
J.\| also chief governor in the house of the Lord, that ia^ 
head of the courae of Immer^ which ivaa now in waitings heard 
that Jeremiah prophesied these things ; or rather^ heard him 

3 firofiheay theae things hiniRelf. Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the 
prophet, and put him in the stocks that [were] in the high gate 
of Benjamin, which [was] by the house of the Lord, where he 
continued all nij^ht, fiublicly exfioaed to the ridicule of the people^ 

Z in order Jo punish and silence him. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. 
Then said Jeremjah unto hira, The Lord hath not called thy 
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name Pasburi but Magormissabib, that ia^fear rotmd t^ue, 

4 For thus saith the Lord, Behold) I will make thee a terror to 
thyself, and to all thy friends : and they shall fiedl by th<^ sword of 
their enemies^ and thine eyes shall behdd [it ;] thou Ihy9eff' 
shall be an examfiie of ail the dreattftil calamities which are coming 
vfton thyfrienda and country^ even auch miaeriea aa ahali terrify 
both thee and them : and I will give all Judah into the hamd erf 
the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Baby- 

5 Ion, and shall slay many of them with the sword. Moreover I 
will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours 
thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasi, 
ures of the king^ of Judah, ail their magazinea and richea^ wiH i 

, give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil thesi, and 

6 take them, and carry them to Babylon. And thou, Pashur, and 
all that dvyell in thine house shall go into captivity : and thou 
shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be 
buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast pro* 
phesied lies ; to Vfhom thou haat promiaed fieace and deHverancein 
the Lord*a name. The firofihet then firoceeda to deacribe the 
workinga of his own mind^ which were not very regular, 

7 O Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived :• thou 
art stronger than I, and hast prevailed ; / waa content with my 
former atatCy and would gladly have declined the profihetic office ; 
but thy command and inafiiration overpowered me : I am in de- 

8 rision daily, every one mocketh me. For since I spake, I cried 
out, I cried violence and spoil ; / spa^e earnestly^ I complained 
of their violence and apoiiy and threatened t/tem ttnth worae thinga ; 
because the word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, daily, therefore they inauited me^ and derided my 

^ meesage. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name. But [his word] was in mine 
heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary 
with forbearing, and I could not [stay ;] I had auch an impulae 
on my spirit that I could not real ; it broke out like afire that waia 
pent up, 

10 For I heard the defaming of many, the reproach of many Ma^ 
gorndaeabiba Uke Pashur^ fear on every side, that ia^ many perae*^ 
cuting enemieay whose doom ahall be like Pashur'a, Report, [say 
they,] and we will report it ; set a lie a going, and we will push 
iejortuard : All my fanfiliars watched for my halting, [saying,! 
Peradventure he will be enticed and we shall prevail against 
him, and we shall take our revenge on him ; they represented 
me as a traitor to my country^ and as corrupted by the king of Ba- 
bylon ; they endeavoured to provoke me to say something, for 

\ 1 which they might accuse me, Y^us waa Chriat aerved. But the 
Lord [is] with me as a mighty terrible one : therefore my per- 
secutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevaik they shall be 

• He misunderstoai the rfivinf promise ; he expected he fthoald have no oppression ; bnt 
<**od had only promised that his life should be spared. Or it may be rendered, Thcit h^it 
^' r.uadid me* «nd I iDai alfurtd ; and this snue U fAvoared by the next words. 
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greatly ashamed ; for they shall not prosper : [tlieir] everlast- 

12 ing confusion shall never he forgotten. But, O Lord of hosts, 
that Iriest the faith and fiatiencc of the righteous, by afflictions^ 
[and] seest the reins and the heart, disccFvereat their ccnspiracieB^ 
vjhile they wear a mask of friendshifx^ let me see thy vengeance 
on them : for unto thee have I opened my cause ; lUarve it to thee 

1 3 to vindicate me ; and in confidence that thou wit do «o, / add, Sing 
unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord : for he hath delivered the 
soul of the poor from the hand of evil doers. It would have been 
hafifiy if the profihet could have maintained this tfni/ier ; but human 
infirmity and corruption firevailed when he added, 

14 Cursed [be] the day wherein I was bom : let not the day 
wherein my mother bare me be blessed ; let there be no congrat^ 

15 ulations^ as usual. Cursed [be] the man who brought tidings to 
my father, saying, A man child is bom unto thee ; making him 

J 6 very glad, being probably the first bom^ and a priest. And let 
that man be as the cities which the Lord overthrew, and re- 
pented not ; he did not lighten their misery : and let him hear 
the cry, the alarm of the enemy ^ in the morning, and the shout- 

1 7 ing at noontide ; Because he slew me not from the womb, or, 
because I was not slain ; or that my mother might have been 
my grave, and her womb [to be] always great [with me.*] 

18 Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sor- 
row, that my days should be^ consumed with shame ? 

REFLECTIONS, 

1 . TTO W dreadful is the case of that 'man who is a terror 
XjL to himself! Nothing more ^T^adful on this side hell 
could be threatened against Pashur, than to be, not only in distress, 
but in despair ; his spirit in continual alarm and terror ; his own 
imagination always tormenting him ; and his inward terror such as 
he could not conceal, but which appeared in so horrible a light, as^ 
even to terrify his friends. This is the case of some sinners now ; 
and those have reason to fear this, who set themselves against the 
word of God and his faithfiil ministers ; that is, who reproach it, 
and deride them. If they will not hear the reproofs of God's pro- 
pnets, they will hear them from their own consciences. Let it be 
our care to fear God, to reverence his word, and keep his command- 
ments ; then God will not be our terror, but our hope and our joy. 
2. The case of the prophet was a veiy pitiable one ; and so is 
the case of those ministers who meet with the like treatment now. 
AVhat cruel usage did he experience I what wicked, base contriv- 
ances were formed to injure his reputation, hindef his usefulness, 
and destroy his life ! and all this because he was faithful, serious, 
and affectionate in delivering the word of the Lord. Good minis- 

• T\\\% hncjua^ showed "ery moch Impatience and ungovemed p.^stion. This was not 
wtrinr his f.iCtr like a fliur ; and no man could be permitted by the Spirit of God to speak 
treh tanguat^e. li is a mnxim of great importance» to distingoisn betwrm those things which 
the prophers delivered in the numeof the Lord* and the workings of their own miuds ; which 
were sometLncs irregular, aud no doubt were recorded tK our warning. 
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ters in the present day often meet with ill treatment. If thcjr arU 
faithful reprovers, and deliver their messages in a lively, affection* 
ate manner, careless hearers, and those who hate to be serious, will 
deride and banter them, and perhaps be glad to raise and spread 
evil reports of them. This is a strong temptation to them to decline 
their work avid to preach no more ; but yet they dare not do it. 
L.et hearers be careful not to bring their ministers unto this difi&cul- 
Xyj and lead them into such a temptation ; but suffer them, out of 
regard to God, to themselves, and to their charge, to refirox^ey rc^ 
bttkcy and exhort^ with all plainness and fervency of spirit ; and pray 
that the Lord may be with them to support and encourage them. 

3. See how weakly and wickedly even good men will talk, when 
they suffer their passions to govern them. Who would have 
thought that Jeremiah should have uttered such words as these ? 
What folly and nonsense was it to curse his birth day 1 to curse a 
messenger, for the sake of a kindly intended message ! How bru- 
tish and barbarous to wish his mother had died in childbed with 
him ! This would not have been recorded by him, had he not sin- 
cerely repented of it, and intended it (as the Spirit of God no doubt 
did) for our caution. Thus absurdly and wickedly do men of strong 
passions and hasty spirits talk, when they meet with injuries and 
affronts. We see in the prophet how much need we all hare to 
keep a constant, resolute guard upon our spirits ; especially those 
whose tempers are naturally hot apd hasty. Let us stifle the first 
risings of passion and resentment ; and earnestly implore the divins 
help, when we are entering into temptation ; because for such sin- 
ful words and disorderly workings of mind, God will bring ua inf 
judgment. Let us take the great prophet for an example, even 
Jesus Christ ; and learn ^f ^im, who was meek and lowly in heart ; 
and we shall Jind rest to our souls. 



CHAP. XXI, XXII. 1—9. ^ 

This chafiter is trans/iosedy as are many of the following, TViey relate 
to events which hafifiened in some former reign ; whereas this relates 
to the reign of Zedekiah, when Jerusalem was besieged by the Chtl^ 
deansy the Egyfitians came to hetfi the Jews^ the Chaldeans drew off 
their forces and raised the siege : in this interval the chafiter before 
us was writ ten. '^ 

\ nPHE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, wheft 

X king^edekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, 

2 and Zephaniuh the son of Maasciah the priest, saying, InquirCf 

• It is an observable circumstance, that in the destruction of Jenwalem by the ChaWeani, 
and in that bjr the RomAos, the besieging annies raised the siege for a while* and iherehy 
gave God's Ttithful servants an op])orcuiuty to go out of it ; as tl»i prophet before the first, 
and Christ before tlic Ust, ordered them to do. This gave othrrs an opportunity to come 
into the city, trusrii.g to i»a strenKth ; so that mor« p. op!e were drstroyed by the niniine. the 
pestilence occasioned by it, ard the sword of the entmy, than vibuwise would have been ^ 
liiM the pro^thesiot were rcinAikabty accomplished. 
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I pray thee, of the Lord for us ; for Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us ; if so be that the Lord yr'iM 
deal with us according to all his wondrous works v;/nch he did for 
9urfathcray that he may go up from us. 

3 Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedeki- 

4 ah : Thus saith the Lord God of Israel ; Behold, I will turn 
back the weapons of war that [are] in your hands, wherewith ye 
fight against the king of Babylon, and [against] the Chaldeans, 
which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city ; your weafiom of wary instead of 
wounding the enemy y shall hurt yourselves , as if a strong vnnd 

5 should blow back your arrows into your faces. And I myself will 
fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong 
arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath ; it shall 

6 filainly afifiear that lam on your enemies* side. And I will smite 
the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast : they, that isj 

7 manyofthemy shall die of a great pestilence. And afterward, 
saith the Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his 
servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from 
the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the 
hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life : 
and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword ; he shall 
not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy ; Zedekiah* a 
life shall be fireservedy but /us sons and great officers shall be 
slain, 

€ And unto this people thou shalt say. Thus saith the I^ord ; 
Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death, 
how you may escafie with your Urvcsy or otherwise you shall be slain ; 
9 therefore choose the least of two evils. He that abideth in this 
city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, afid by the pesti- 
lence : but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that 
besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a 

10 prey y he shall think himself hafifiy if he escafies with his life. For 
I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good^ 
saith the Lord : it shall be given into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall bum it with fire. 

U 12 And touching the house of the king of Judah, [say,] Hear 
ye the word of the Lord ; O house of David, thus saith the 
I^RD : Execute judgment in the morning, referring to their 
setting early in the morning in- their courtSy and deliver [him that 
is] spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out 
like fire, and bum that none can quench [it,] because of the evil 

13 of your doings. Behold, I [am] against thee, O inhabitant of 
the valley, [and] rock of the plain, saith the Lord ;» which 
say. Who shall come down against us ? or who shall enter into 

U our habitations ? But I will punish you according to the fruit of 

• The people were proad of their forcifi:ations ', v\xt of Jenwalfm lay in a valley, bat 
motitit Zioo, which wax their fortres«i, stnod upoa a ru^k ; Midi thty cj.iti(i.a in its strcn^cv 
sw iu ancient inhabitauttf th« Jtbusitei had done. 

Vol. V. W w - 
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vour doing9, saith the Lord : and I will kindk a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it ; 
your numerous stately buildings^ which are like a forest^ shall all be 
destroyed, 

1 Chaf.* XXII. Thus saith the Lord ; Go down to the house 

2 of the king of Judah, and speak there this word, And say, Hear 
the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the 
throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that 

3 enter in by these gates : Thus saith the Lord ; Execute ye 
judgment and righteousness, and deliver the st)oiled out of die 
hand of the oppressor : and do no wrong, do no violence to the 
stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent 

4 blood in this place. For rf ye do this thing indeed, then shall 
there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the 
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his 

5 servants, and his people. But if ye will not hear these words, I 
swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this house shall become a 

6 desolation. For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house, of 
Judah ; Thou [art] Gilead unto me,. /or wealth and/ilenty, [and] 
the head of Lebancm, for stateliness and magnificence : [yet] 
surely I \n\\ make thee a wilderness, [and] cities [which] are 

7 not inhabited. And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every 
one with his weapons, that w, hewers with axes in their hands : 
and they shall cot down thy choice cedars, and cast [them] into 

8 the fire. And many nations shall pass by this city, and they 
shall say every man to his neighbour. Wherefore hath the 
Lord done thus unto this great city ? he once delighted in ity but 

9 now it is burned and destroyed. Then they shall answer, Be- 
cause they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God, 
and worshipped other gods, and served ihenti. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTTTE must not complain when things are bad with us, bc- 
V V cause they may mend. Jeremiah was in a very fretful, 
uneasy situation at the conclusion of the last chapter. Here we 
find him applied to by the king ; an honourable message was sent 
him, and great respect shown him. Let us therefbre not despair 
when oup troubles are great and heavy, but hope for better days ; 
continue to honour God, and then he will honour us. 

2. Those who despise God's word and ministers in their prosper- 
ity, will be glad of their help in the day of affliction. This was the 
case with Zedekiah and his people. Jeremiah had preached to 
them in vain, and they had not humbled themselves at the word of 
the Lord ; but now they desire the prophet to inquire of God for 
them, and to pray for them ; but the answer is a prediction of ven- 
geance. Those who affront or forget God, when all goes well and' 
smooth, will be glad of his help, and fly to him in the day of trou- 
ble : especially those who put the evil day far from them. Because 
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be hath done wondrous works for otberS) they hope he will do the 
like for them : but yet they will not imitate their good example ; 
and therefore they have no reason to expect it. Let us be ambi- 
tious to secure the divine fnendship, by obeying his word and 
hearkening to his ministers ; then will he make our prosperity 
safe and comfortable) and be our support when trouble cometh 
Vpon us. 

3. See how vain all opposition to God is, and how necessary it is 
that we submit to him. This people trusted in the strength of their 
city, and insolently said, ' Who shall enter our habitations ?' but 
God> threa)tens to set his face against them, and to be their enemy ; 
and then no fortification nor power could save them. Thus confi- 
dent are the hopes of sinners. But if men will rebel against the 
Most High, he will fight against them,Tt^. 5. and who can tell the 
power of his anger ? Let us therefore take hold of his strength^ and 
be at peace vAth him. He sets before us the way of life and the way 
of death very plainly : let us then submit to him, obey his wordy 
and live. 

4. The great design of all these dispensations of Providence, was 
to promote righteousness. In all the messages of Jeremiah and 
the other prophets to the people, this is insisted on, that they put 
away their iniquities ; the reigning vices of the times ; that they 
execute judgment and righteousness ; do no wrong, but behave in 
an upright conscientious manner. The intention of all God's pre- 
cepts and threatenings is to promote righteousness. This shows 
of how much importance it is in his sight ; how necessary to secure 
his favour, and the prosperity of the nation. Let us therefore fol' 
low after rig/teousnesa ; for therighteoua LfOrd loves it^ and it shall, 
be well with those who practise it. 



CHAP. XXIL 10, to the end. 

The judgment of Shallumj of Jehotakim^ and of Comah, 

10 TTT TEEP ye not for the dead,/or Itw^ Jostah^ who was slain in 

V V battle^ neither bemoan him : [but] weep sore for him 

that goeth away : for he shall return no more, nor see his na- 

\ 1 tive country. For thus saith the Lord touching Shallum, or 
Jehoahazy the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned in- 
stead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place ; 

12 He shall not return thither any more : But he shall die in the 
place whither they have led htm captive, and shall see this land 
no more.* 

1 3 Wo unto him that buiideth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong ; [that] useth his neighbour's ser- 
vice without wages, and giveth him not for his work, but de- 

* Pharaoh had carried him ouiitve into ZgyjfC, asd made Jchoiitktra hit brother kin; in 
IHa itoad ; to wlioia the next words belong. 
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14 frauds the VJorkmen of their wages ; That saith, I will Wild me 
a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows ; 

15 and [it is] ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. Shalt 
thou reign, because thou closest [thyself] in cedar ? vnll thy 

fine house be a fortress and a defence to thee ? did not thy father 
eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, [and] then [it was] 
well with him ? thy father lived in an honourable and comfortahle 

16 manner^ suitably to his rank and character. lie judged the cause 
of the poor and needy ; tlien [it was] well [with him : was] not 
this to know me ? saith the Lord ; this was the effect ofhisfiiety^ 
and an evidence <f his good understandings though he had not so 

17 fine a jmlace. But thine eyes and thine heart [are] not but for 
thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for op- 

18 pression, and for violence to do [it.] Therefore thus saith the 
Lord concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judab , 
They shall not lament for him, [saying,] Ah my brother ! or, 
Ah sister I they shall not lament for him, [saying,] Ah lord ! or, 
Ah his glory I they shall not lament for him as a near relationy nor 
as a fie^ile do for a goodfirince ; all his glory is vanished and dc' 

19 parted. He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and 
cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.* ^ message is then 
sent to Jehoiakim^ or Jeconiah Ids son^ here called^ by way ofcon* 
temfity Coniahj and to the f^eofile. 

20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry ; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, 
and cry from the passages : for all thy lovers are destroyed ; 

2 1 thy allies^ especially the Egyptians, have failed thee. I spake un- 
to thee in thy prosperity ; [but] thou saidst, I will not hear. 
This [hath been] thy manner from thy youth, that thou obey- 

22 edst not my voice. The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and 
thr lovers shall go kito captivity ; thy civil and ecclesiastical 
governors shall be destroyed as fruit is by a blasting wind : surely 
then shah thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wicked- 

23 ness. O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the 
cedars, how gracious shalt thou be, how humble and submissive, 
when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail !t 

24 [As] I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, fa pro- 
verbial expression for a thing that is very dear afid valuable, J yet 

25 would I pluck thee thence ; And I will give thee into the hand 
of them that seek thy life, and into the hand [of them] whose 
face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 

26 Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast 
thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another countiy, 

27 where ye were not bom ; and there ye shall die.J But .to .the 

• Accordingly Jotcobm telh o« that he was sliin in a sally, when tlie Chaldean; ^aroe 
against Jerasalem ; and that bis dead body being found, was treated in this coiitesiptuoas 
manner. 

t The lewish- nation is here compared to a ivoinan living in laxarr* in a splendid palace, 
wainscoatea with cedar ; but. as the finest house would not prevent her pain when rr»v»n 
canse upon her. so God would biing such pains upon them, that all their grandeur, magnifi. 
ceiicey and pride shoold not support their hearts under it. 

f As his mother was probably concerned in hardening him against the messages ©f Cod. 
to they should be a grief of heart to each other. 
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land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not re- 
58 turn. [Is] this man Coniah a despised broken idol ? [is he] a 
vessel wherein [is] no pleasure ? though once he fvaa worshifified 
like an idoly he ajiatl be broken d9Vm^ 8trifiped ofhU royalty^ trodden 
underfoot^ and desfiiaed as a broken pitcher : wherefore are they • 
cast out, who would have thought he should come to such a coneU^ 
tion^ he and his seed, that isj the royal family^ or the children bom 
to him in Babylon^ (for he had none be/ore the captivity J and are 
29 cast into a land which they know not ? O earth, earth, earth, O 
50 land of Judahy hear the word of the Lord, Thus saith the 
Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man [that] shall not pros- 
per in his day : for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting 
upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah ; 
that isy he shall have no child to be his successor in the kingdom* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. TTTHEN good men die, and leave wicked children behind 
V V them, there is more reason to weep for the children than 
for the fathers, v. 10. Josiah was much lamented ; yet there is 
little reason to lament the death of such men ; for they are gone to 
rest, are taken from the evil to come, and received to glory, beyond 
the reach of sin and sorrow ; but let us weep over their degenerate 
children, whose guilt is aggravated by the instructions and examples 
of their pious parents. They bring more dishonour on religion, 
and do more mischief to others, than those who have not such ad- 
vantages ; they are seldom reclaimed, but generally go on to treas* 
nre up to themselves wrath against the day of wrath^ and the revela- 
tion of the righteous judgment of God, Their case is indeed truly 
pitiable. 

2. See the wickedness of injustice and oppression. The sources 
of it are pride and covetousness. Jehoiakjm could not be content 
with his father's palace, but must have a better. Yet he loved his 
money too well to part with it, and therefore never paid his work- 
men, or not so much as was their due. Thus many are fond of mak- 
ing a figure in life, who yet have not wherewith to support it : they 
get rich by the gains of oppression, and by screwing their work- 
men and servants, in order to increase their wealth, or support their 
extravagance. But we here see that God takes notice of and will 
punish the wrong which is done by rich and great men to their 
poor workmen and labourers ; for their cry cometh into the ears of 
the Lord God qf hosts. 

3. It would be more for the honour and happiness of children to 
imitate their fathers' virtues, than to exceed them in wealth and 
grandeur. Jehoiakim is reminded of his father's piety and integrity, 
and of the prosperity and honour which attended him. There are 
many persons who, when they inherit their fathers' substance, de- 

• ZedekJ;ih. hi? »caccc«sor, bf inj; Ms uncle, none of his posterity t ver sar upon ih^ rhrone : 
though his Krandson Ztruboabel tt a? a governor, ret the royal power wn« ponr : himI h- could 
not DC said to sit upon the throne of DAvid» as ne was ap|>oinccd by the king of rcisLi. 
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;ipise their old notion^) and fashions^ aDd way of living ; ^hile they 
nr€ die^titute of their excellencies. They mal^e those inroads pn 
jvstlce and cbarityi which their fathers durst not have done : thiej 
are neither so* just in their dealings, so charitable to the poor, nor so 
generous for the support of religion, as their ancestors were. Yet 
they think it is enough that they are richer than they. A sad ex- 
ch^ge I Let us consider what was truly excellent in our predecesr 
sors, and imitate that ; and if our circumstances are better than 
theirs, let us be more generous and charitable than they were. All 
the comfort they had in religion, should recommenjd it to us ; and 
we should be followers of them, that it may be well with us now 
and for ever, sfs it undoubtedly is with those who lived and died un* 
der its influence. 

4. We arc taught the danger of prosperity. These unhappy 
princes are melancholy instances how sadly wealth and power may 
be abused ; but the worst effect of prosperity is, that it pu£R5 up 
men^s minds, v. 2 1 . They think themselves too wise to need ad- 
vice ; despise the word of God, and its preachers ; and take fire at 
the most distant hint of reproof. It is a wretched thing whep pros- 
perity hardens the mind against religious impressions ; when 
men's hearts rise with their fortunes, and they proceed to contemn 
God, as well as man. The case may soon be altered with them ; 
and they will then be as abject and mean, as they were before inso- 
lent, V. 23, It is well if adversity makes them truly humble and 
penitent. Let us take heed, brethren, lest we forget God and 
our duty in prosperous seasons ; and therefore, not be high mind' 
edf but /ear. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

ne firophecy goes on to threaten the rulers and guides of the people ; 
but concludes with promises of deliverances from captivity ^ of better 
times under the Messiah^ and of a future restoration qfthe Jevfs t% 
their ovm land, v, 1—8 : the ninth verse begins another subject $ 
Jeremiah exhorts the people not to listen to false prophets^ an^ 
threatens the pretenders to inspiration and the scoffers at true 
^ropheci/. 

1 TTT r O be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the 

V V sheep of my pasture ! saith the Lord ; that is, to the 

2 ecclesiastical and civil governors. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel against the pastors that feed, or should hare Jedj 
my people ; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away 
by your ill example and want of care, and have not visited them : 
behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the 

3 Lord. And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again 

4 to their folds ; and they shall be fruitful and increase. And I 
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will set up shepherds over them which shall feed theni) tkat f#i 
governors qfter the ca/uMtyj or ratherj in (he latter days : and 
the^ shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be 
lacking, saith the Lord. 

• Behold, the days come, «aith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth ; Me s/iad 

$ imfiartiaUy rettnird the righteous and the wicked. In his days Ju- 
dah shall be saved, iind Israel shall dwell safely : and this [is] 
his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ; or^ this is the name by which Jehcvah 
shaU cailhimj OUR BIQHT£OUSJ^ESSf that is, the means of 

7 our justification and salvation* Therefore^ behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that is, the latter days, that they shall n6 
more say. The Lord liveth, which brought up the children of 

8 Israel out of the land of Egypt ; But, The Lord liveth, which 
brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of 
the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven 
them : and they shall dwell in their own land*; this last deliver^ 
once shall eclifise the/ormery and be as life from the dead, 

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets ; all 
my bones shake ; I am like a drunken man ; and like a man 
whom wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and because 
of the words of his holiness, which they have firofaned ; I am 
deeply effected with their horrible sin, and tremble to deliver my 

10 message. For the land is full of adulterers ; for because of 
swearing, or perjury , the land mourneth ; the pleasant places of 
the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil,* and their 
force [is] not right ; tktir zeal is not to promote religion, but 

\ \ wickedness. For both prophet and priest are profane \ yea, in 
my house have I fotmd their wickedness, saith the Lofto ; I have 

13 found their idolatries there, Wherfefore their way shall be unto 
them as slippery [way^] in the darkness : they shall be driven 
on, and &11 therein ; they promise others peace and light, but they 
shall miss of both themsetves, and fall and miscarry in their designs : 
for I will bring evil upon them, [even] the year of their vislta- 

13 tion, saith the Lord. And I have seen folly in the prophets of 
Samaria ; they have prophesied in Baal, and caused my people 
Israel to erf ; / have seen this comfiaratively as a small matter, 

14 I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing : 
they commit aduhery, and walk in lies : they strengthen also 
the hands of evil doers, that none doth return from his wicked- 
ness ; calling their own /ancles divine oracles, and promising im^ 
punity : they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhab- 

15 itants thereof as GonK>rrah. Therefore thus saith the Lord of 
hosts concerning the prophets ; Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall : for from 
the prophets of Jerusalem is pro&neness gone forth into all the 
land i they have made others vile by their counsels and examples, 

• fttt Dr. Bhrney'i note eo this ptfiMge. 
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16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of 
the prophets that prophesy unto you : they make you vain, that 
isy deceive you : they speak a vision of their own heart, [and] not 

17 out of the mouth of the Lord. They say still unto them that 
despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace : and they 
say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own 

18 heart, No evil shall come upon you. For who hath stood in the 
counsel of the Lord, and who hath perceived and heard his 
word ? who hath marked his word, and heai*d [it ;] they never 
took /tains to distinguUh my suggestions from their ovm foolish 
reasonings^ else^ instead offieace^ they would have foretold judg' 

19 ments. Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, 
even a grievous whirlwind : it shall fall grievously upon the 

20 hea(^ of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, 
shall not turn bacJcy or resty until he have executed, and till he 
have performed the thoughts of his heart : in the latter days ye 
shall consider it perfectly ; in. your cafitivity and distress ye shall 

21 understand and consider the meaning of these firofihecies, I have 
not sent these prophets, yet they ran : I have not spoken to 

22 them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in my coun- 
sel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they 
should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil 

23 of their doings^ they would have had some success. [Am] la 
God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off? in heaven^ 
and not in earth ? cannot I discern what is doing at the' greatest 

24 distance ? Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not 
see him ? saith the Lord : can they think to deceive and imfiose 

25 ufion me? Do not I fill heaven and earth ? saith the Lord. I 
have heard what the prophets said, though they thought I did not, 
that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have 

26 dreamed ; I have a divine admonition to deliver. How long shall 
[this] be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies r yea^ 

27 [they are] prophets of the deceit of their own heart ; Which 
think, or contrive^ to cause my people to forget my name by their 
dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their 
fathers have forgotten my name for Baal ; their design is to lead 

28 them to idolatry ^ and to forget me and my laws. The prophet 
that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; tell it as a dream thax 
describes no regard ; and he that hath my word, let him speak 
my word faithfully : What [is] the chaff to the wheat ? saith the 
Lord ; there is as much difference between true and false prophets^ 

29 and their way of fireachingy as between chaff and wheat.- [Is] not 
my word like as a fire ^ saith the Lord ; and like a hammer 

. [that] breaketh the rock in pieces ? that breaks through all opfio^ 
sitiony and subdues the most obdurate hearts ; and the words of the 
true firofihets had often this effect^ which was a firoof that thry 

30 were not counterfeit. Therefore, bdiuld, I [am] against the 
prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words every one from 
his neighbour, that />, some of their good saijings^ an I apply them 

3 1 to their own purposes ; imitating their manner of addrcas. Be* 
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hold) I [am] against th^ prophets, saitli the Lobd, that use, o^ 
Bmoothi their tongues, and say. He saith ; pretending a dtvine 

33 authority for what they deUver. Behold, I [am] against them 
that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell them^ 
and cause my people to err by their lies and by their lightness ; 
their unsteady and inconsistent conduct ; yet I sent them not, nor 
commanded them : therefore they shall not profit-this people at 
all, saith the Lord. 

S3 And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask 
thee, saying, What [is] the burden of the Lori> ? when they 
meet thee^ and ask in a taunting and scornful way^ what the burden 
<ifthe Lord now is ; (as prophecies are qften caUedy because they 
contained very weighty and important matters ;) thou shalt then 
say unto them, What burden ? I will even forsake you, saith the 
Lord ; or rather^ Ye are the burdenyond I wilt cast you ^ saith 

34 the Lord, And [as for] the prophet, and the priest, and the 
people, that shall say, The burden of the Lord, I will even pun- 

35 ish that man and his house. Thus shall ye say eveVy one to 
his neighbour, and every one to his brother, instead of that pro» 
fane jesting language^ you should say^ What hath the Lord an- 

36 swered ? and, What hath the Lord spoken ? And the burden 
of the Lord shall ye mention no more : for every man's word 
shall be his burden ; he that makes a jest (fit shall feel it ; for 
ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the Lord of 

37 hosts our God, who is able to accomplish his threatenings. Thus 
shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the Lord answered 

39 thee ? and. What hath the Lord spoken ? But since ye say, or^ 

if ye will say^ The burden of the Lord ; therefore thus saith the 

- Lord ; Because ye say this word, The burden of the Lord, and 

I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say. The burden of 

39 the Lord : Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, 
and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your 

40 fathers, [and cast you] out of my presence : And I will bring 
an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which 
shall not be forgotten. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T E T us regard Jesus Christ in the view in which he is here 
JLjI foretold : as a Branch of David, in whom the prophecies 
arc fulfilled ; and as our Righteousness, as one who is perfectly 
righteous himself, and who wrought out righteousness for his peo- 
ple. The dignity of his person, the excellency of his character, 
and his divine appointment, all join to render him a complete Sav- 
iour. May we then look to him^ and be saved. He will take care of 
his church and provide for his flock, when those who should feed 
it, neglect it ; and those who should defend it, devour it. 

2. Let us reverence the omniscience of God. These prophets 
would not have been so wicked ; nor the people so easily imposed 
upon, had they not forgotten this, and said, The Lord doth not see. 
Vol. V. X X 
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But there is no concealing any thing from him ; no imposing 
upon him : darkness and .distance are no obstruction to his view. 
Let us reflect seriously on this i be afraid of secret s'ms ; and ap- 
prove ourselves to him. 

3. Let us admire the power of the word of God. It is as firc^ 
and as a hammer ; dissolving tlie stubborn spirit ; breaking the 
most ropky heart. It has a wonderful efficacy for these purposes ; 
ai¥l it is a proof of its divine authority when such effects attend it. 
Let us pray that it may have this effect upon our souls ; and instead 
of being a savour of death may be a savour of life to them. 

4. Here is an awful lesson to ministers to preach God's word 
faithfully, and to deal plainly with immortal souls. What a num- 
ber of expressions have we here of God's displeasure against &]sc 
prophets and deceivers ! May ministers take warnings and not 
smooth their tongues, but show men their transgressions. May 
they never strengthen the hands of the wicked, by promising them 
peace ; by lowering the tet*ms of salvation, or weakening the 
threatenings of God's word. May they never lead people to sub* 
fititute any thing for real holiness. To say nothing but what is 

^pleasing and plausible ; to be more fearful of offending man than God, 
are proofs that they never stood in his counsel, nor understood his 
'Words. This is doing men the greatest mischief imaginable. May 
they therefore watch /or touU as those that must give an account, 

5. See the evil and danger of making a jest of scripture truths, 
or scripture language. This vhs the sin of the Jews ; we see how 
highly God resentwl it ; and how awfully he forbids it, on pain of 
Jus highest displeasure. It is common for men to turn sacred 
things into ridicule, and to make a jest of the language of ministers, 
though it be the language of scripture, and the language of the Spi|k 
of God. Sometimes those who profess godliness will use scriptinp ' 
l^hrases and expressions in a light, trifling manner, and make it their 
^st, when perhaps they have no evil intention. But let them be- 
ware of thia, lest their ovm tongues fall upon them, v, 56. They 
who allow themselves hi this indecent, irreverent, profane language, 
will hereafter perfectly understand what it is to trifle with sacred 
things, and what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God. God and his word je:st with no man, and therefore they 
are not to be jested with. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

In the former chapter the ruin of Jerusalem and the Jcfvish state was 
foretold ; here^for the encouragement of the profihet and the fiious 
Jieofile in the landy it is declared^ that though all should suffer^ God 
would nmke a distinction between the firecioufi and the vile, 

I ^ I ^H E Lord showed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs 

X [were] set before the temple of the Lord, these were 

offered^ according to the lawy asjtart of thtir first fruits^ after tliat 
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Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeco- 
niah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the pfinces of 
Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and ha^ 
brought them to Babylon ; because they wanted these moat, or to 
3 firevent the Jews fortifying their city and making weafions. One 
basket [had] very good figs, [even] like the figs [that are] first 
ripe : and the other basket [had] very naughty figs, which could 

3 not be eaten, they were so bad- Then said the Lord unto me, 
What seest thou, Jeremiah ? And I s^id, Figs ; the good figs, 
very good ; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they 
are so evil. 

4 5 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Like these good figs, so will 
I acknowledge, or distinguish, them that are carried away cap- 
tive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land 
of the Chaldeans for [their] good, or, in a favourable manner ; 
that is J I will show them favour, and make their captivity work for 

6 their good,* For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and 
I will bring them again to this land : and I will build them, and 
not pull [them] down ; and I will plant them, and not pluck 
[them] up ; I will give them favour in the land of their cafitivity, 
and bring them or their posterity back, and fix them in a state 

7 of prosperity. And I will give them an heart to know me, that 
I [am] the Lord : and they shall be my people, and I will he 
their God : for they shall return unto me with their whole 
heart; they shall know God practically, renounce their idolatry, 
return to their duty, and Hve in the fear of Gody and in obedience 
to his commands. \ 

% And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil ; 
surely thus saith the Lord, So will I give Zedekiah the king of 
Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that re- 
main in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt, that 

9 went to settle in Egypt for security : And I will deliver them to 
be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for [their] hurt, 
[to be] a reproach and a proverb, a taunt, and a curse, in all 
places whither I shall drive them ; they shall be signal instances 
of God*s displeasure, and become so contemptible and jniserable, 
that the common form of cursing shall be, < God make you like 
10 them,* And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pesti- 
lence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that 
I g^ve unto them and to their fathers ; / will send one calamity 
after another upon them, so that neither they nor their posterity 
skaH ever return to their own land. 

• Probably most of theie were pious men : God might influenct the hearts of the con- 
querors to take such, whljc ihose wfio Etayed b<hind thouk'ht thrir«c]ve8 better bt-lovtdof 
God than their brethren who were carried captive ; but God woukishow ihcm the contrary. 

t Their former cat:«mitiei ha4 no such eflVct. bur seemed rather to hanlen them ; irK\% 
therefore could not be a conjecture of Jeremiah's, for ii was, a. most unlikely ij»"u>g ; but lUc 
spirit of prophecy plainly appctut in ip. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

THIS short chapter is exceeding useful} as It gives us % key 
to some of the most mysterious dispensations of Providence. 
We learn, 

1. That one event in this respect happens to all. The good and 
the bad alike are carried captive ; there U no knowing good or evil 
by anything that hafifien^ under the tun. Therefore we must not cen- 
sure or judge our brethren, when they meet with great calamities, 
nor reckon their suiTerings to be divine judgments. 

2. We see how difTerentljr the same afflictions work upon the 
good and bad. These first captives seemed to be in very deplora- 
ble circumstances ; they were driven from their country ; lost their 
estates, their substance, and liberty ; and were carried into a heathen 
land, among strangers, enemies, and oppressors ; far from their 
friends, and the house and ordinances of God. Yet this was aU for 
their good ; to cure them of idolatry, and bring them to know and 
serve the God of Israel : while their countrymen, though spai*ed 
for a time, were at length carried away for their hurt and ruin. 
Thus afflictions are still different in their eflfccts on the r^bteous 
and on the wicked. God^s intentions to his people are most kind 
•when his judgments seem most severe : but to his eaemies they 
are not the correction of a fetl^er, but the sword of an executioner. 

3. We are here taught -the design of afflictions, v, 7. viz. to bring 
fit to know Gody to return to him vfith our whole hearty and so become 
his fieo/Ue, Though afflictions are adapted to answer this end, yet 
they will not do it without divine agency ; therefore God promises, 
I will give them an heart to know mr, that I am the Lord, This 
therefore should be the subject of our prayers, especially in sea- 
sons of distress, that God would give us such an heart : and then 
•will he fulfil that glorious promise, that all things shall work together 
for our good. 



CHAP. XXV. 

This chatUer contains a firo/iheey of the destruction qf Judea mnd the 
neighbouring countries by JVebuchadnezzar, 

I ^ I ^HE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the pco- 

X pie of Judah in the fourth 3^ar of Jehoiakim the son of 

Josiah king of Judah, when he reigned with his father^ that [was] 

the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and then the 

3 seventy years of cafitivity began ; The which Jeremiah the pro- 
phet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabi- 

3 tants of Jerusalem, saying, From the thirteenth year of Josiah 
the son of Amon king of Judah^ even unto this day, that [is] the 
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three and twentieth year, the word of the Lorp hath come unto 
me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking ; but 

4 ye h^tve not hearkened. And the Lord hath sent unto you all 
his servants the prophets, rising early and sending [them ;] but 

$ ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. They 
said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from 
the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord 
hath given unto you and to your father? for ever and ever : 

6 And go not after other gods to serve them ; and to worship 
them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your 

7 hands ; and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye have not hearkened 
unto me, saith the Lord ; that ye might provoke me to anger 
with the works of your hands to your own hurt. 

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Because ye have not 

9 heard my words, Behold, I will send and take all the families 
of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of 
Babylon, my servant, wAom / fwV/ make use ofa^a scourge u/ion 
the nationsy and will bring them against this land, and against 
the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round 
about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astop- 

10 ishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I 
will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of glad- 
ness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bi-ide, 
the sound of the milstones, and the light of the candle ; they 

1 1 sffall have neither trade nor pleasure. And this whole land shall 
be a desolation, [and] an astonishment ; and these nations shall 

12 serve^the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall coife to 
pass, when seventy years are accomplished, [that] I will pun- 
ish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for 
their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it 

13 perpetual desolations. And I will bring upon that land all my 
words which I have pronounced against it, [even] all that is 
written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all 

14 the nations. For many nations and great kings shall serve 
themselves of them also ; or^ for qf them^ even qf these ^ shall 
many nations and great kings exact • service ; that is^ Cyrus 
and Dariusj the Medes and Persians^ and their allies : and I will 
recompense them according to their deedsy and according to 
the works of their own hands. 

15 For thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me ; Take the 
wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to 
whom I send thee, to drink it, that f>, ftrqfihesy against them. 

16 And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, they shall be 
intoxicated^ lose their understandings and act Hke madmen^ be- 

17 cause of the sword that I will send among them. Then took I 
• the cup at the Lord's hand, and made all the nations to drink, 

tQ whom the Lord had sent me ; an allusion to the custom of 
drinking round in com/iany ; and the prophets are said to do 

18 that which they foretold God t^ould do : [To wit,] Jerusalem, and 
the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes tberc- 
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of, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and 
a curse ; as [it is] this day ; the judgment is already begun in 

1 9 Judea^ and some are carried ca/itive ; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 

20 his servants, and his princes, and all his people ; And all the 
mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the 
kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and A^zah, 
or Gazoy and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod, a mingled peo- 
ple near the Rea «ra, governors oj little states^ and heads o/clansj 

21 22 Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, And all the 
kings of Tynis, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the 
isles which [are] beyond the sea, or, regions by the sea sidey 

SS which lay on the midland sea^ vfhat we call the Levant^ Dedan, and 
Tema, and Buz, and all [that are] in the utmost comers, that 
have their coast insulated^ or their hair polled^ that isy the Arabian 

24 clans^ And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the ming- 

25 led people that dwell in the desert. And all the kings of Zhnri, 

26 and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, And 
all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all 
the kingdoms of the world, which [are] upon the face of the 
earth ; the whole empire of A'ebuchadnezzar^ who had conquered 
almost all the earth : and the king of Sheshach, that w, Babylon^ 

27 shall drink after them. Therefore thou shalt say unto them» 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Drink ye, and 
be drunken, and spew, and fEill, and rise no more, because of the 
sword which I will send a«Bong you ; that tV, ye shall do «o, and 
be so confounded^ that ye shall not be able to do any things either by 

28 ^kill or force. And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at 
thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith 

29 the Lord of hosts. Ye shall certainly drink. For, lo, I begin to 
bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye 
be utterly unpunished ? Ye shall not be unpunished : for I will 
call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the 
Lord of hosts, for learning your idolatry ^ and therefore certainly 

^0 ufion you who taught them. Therefore prophesy thou against 
them all these words, and say unto them. The Lord shall roar 
from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation ; he 
shall mightily roar upon his habitation ; he shall give a shout, 
as they that tread [the grapesO against all the inhabitants of the 
earth ; that «>, he shall make himself known by denouncing and ex* 

3 \ ecuring dreadful judgments. A noise shall come [even] to the 
ends of the earth ; for the Lord hath a controversy with the 
nations, he will plead with all flesh ; he will judge them and set 
himself against them ; he will give them [that are] wicked lo the 

32 sword, saith the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Be- 
hold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great 

33 whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. And 
the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from [one] end of the 
earth even unto the [other] end of the earth : they shall not be 
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried ; they shall be dung 
upon the ground. 
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B4 Howl, ye shepherds, ye firmce9 and wagistratea^ and cry ; 
and wallow yourselves [in the aslies,] ye principal of the flock, 
yc great men : for the days of your slaughter and of your disper- 
sions are accomplished ; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel 

35 that i% broken^ and no longer valued or regarded. And the shep- 
herds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to 

36 escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of 
the principal of the flock, [shall be heard :] for the Lord hath 

37 spoiled their pasture. And the peaceable habitations, or^ the 
habitationa of Salem^ or Jerusalem^ its fialacea and houaea^ are cut 

38 down because of the fierce anger of the Lord. He hath forsak- 
en his covert, as the lion, ^ho ia come abroad to range for 

prey : for tlieir land is desolate because of the fierceness of the 
oppressor^ and because of his fierce anger. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. /^ OD keeps an exact account what religious advantages we 
VJ hs^ve been favoured with, and how long we have enjoyed 
them, V, 3, 4. He reminds the Jews of this, to shame their igno- 
rance and disobedience. An awful thought : which it becomes \\% 
to enter into, that wc may consider what improvement we have 
made of our advantages, and what account we shall give of themf 
when for all theae thinga God shall bring ua into judgment, 

2. See what use God makes of the princes of the earth ; to exe- 
cute his purposes, v, 9, Nebuchadnezzar was pursuing his ambi- 
tious, covetous ends ; but God was fulfilling his own designs by him. 
Those who are most troublesome to God's people, are but his rod : 
the tyrants and conquerors of the earth are but fulfilling his pleas- 
ure : and at length their time shall come to fall, their ambition 
and cruelty shall be punished. It is not what men do, hut the tem- 
per and principle from which they do it, that renders them accept- 
able to God : let us iherehvejudge nothing before the time, 

3. See what it is that provokes God to punish, viz. disobedience^ 
V, 6. Let sinners take warning, and return to God and their duty ; 
then they will escape final hurt. Let God's people be careful to 
behave in an holy, regular manner ; then, though he may chasten 
them for the trial and improvemeijt of their graces,*!! will be all for 
their good. 

4. If- God afflicts his own people, what have not his enemies to 
fear ? v. 29. If Judah, that had some good people among them, 
suffered so much, surely the idolatrous nations about them would 
suffer more. If good men are afflicted, what must the wicked ex- 
pect ? For the time ia come that judgment muat brgiji at the house of 
God : andifitfrat bigin at uay what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gosfiel of God ? jind if the right eoua scarcely be saved ^ 
where ahall the ungodly and the ainner ap/iear ? 

5. Let us observe and lament the miseries and desolations cS 
war. The nations are here described as all drunken and infatuated ; 
which, by the way, shows us what a beastlj^ detestable vice drunktn- 
ness is. God makes use of this emblem to show how thev should 
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ttagger in their counsels ; be all in perplexity and confiision, and 
totally incapable of defending themselves ; the strongest and great* 
est men should be thrown into hurry and consternation ; the peace- 
able habitations destroyed ; and the quiet in the land suffer, as well 
as others. This is a case much to be lamented ; and the continu-- 
ance of the divine displeasure on the nations deprecated. But 
whatever the times are, let the wicked remertiber, that in the hand 
qf the Lord there u a cufty and the wine is red ; it is fuU qf mixture^ 
and the dregs thereof all the wicked qf the earth shall wring them ouff 
end drink them. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

TJus chafiter gives an account of the danger which Jeremiah was 
drought into for delivering his message from the Lord faithfully. 

1 TN the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
X king of Judah came this word from the Lord, saying, 

3 Thus saith the Lord ; Stand in the court of the Lord's house, 
probably at one of the solemn feasts^ and speak unto all the cities 
of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, all the 
words that I command thee to speak unto them ; dinuniah 
not a word, as you may he temfited to dOj the message being so likely 

3 to firovoke them : If so be they will hearken, and turn evcrj 
man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which 
I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doinga. 

4 And thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord ; If ye 
will not hearken to me to walk in my law, which I have set be- 

i fore you : To hearken to the words of my servants the pro* 
phets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending 

6 [them,] but ye have not hearkened ; Then will I make this 
house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the na- 
tions of the earth ; when a curse is denounced uflon a city^ it 

7 shall bcy * God make it like Jerusalem* So the priests and the 
false prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the Lord, that isj in one cfthe courts^ 
which were alt called the houscy or tem/ile, 

B Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of 
speaking all that the Lord had commanded [him] to speak unto 
all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the peo- 
ple took him, saying. Thou shalt surely die, because thou hast 
disturbed the government^ and discouraged the fieofilefrom defend' 

9 ing their country. Why hast thou prophesied in the nanfe of 
the Lord, saying. This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city 
shall be desolate without an inhabitant ? And all the people 
were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, and 
laid an information against him be/ore the /irincesy in the courts of 
10 justice. When the princes of Judah heard these things, then 
they came up from the king's house unto the house of the 
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LoRD) ind sat down in the entry of the new gate of the Lord's 

1 1 [housej at which gate the court mt^ as usual. Then spake the 
priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people^ 
saying, This man [is] worthy to die ; for he hath prophesied 
against this city, as ye have heard with your ears. 

12 Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the peo* 
pie, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy against this ];iouse 
and against this city all the words that ye have heard ; / have 

13 said nothing but what God commanded me. Therefore now 
amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the 
Lord your God ; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that 
he hath pronounced agamst you ; repeating his messa^ very 

li courageously y and adding^ As for me, behold, I [am] in your 
hand : do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you ; if 
God see Jit to fierndt you to put me to deaths I am satif>fied I can» 

15 not die in a better cause. But know ye for certain, that if ye 
pqt me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon 
yourselves^ and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof t 
for of a truth the Lord hath sent me imto you to speak all 
these words in your ears. 

16 Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and 
to the prophets ; This man [is] not worthy to die : for he hath 
spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God ; the firinc^s and 

\7 people hearing his apology were for sparing him. Then rose up 
certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly 

18 of the people, saying, Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the 
days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of 
Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Zion shall be 
ploughed [like] a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and 
the mountain of the house, the hill on which the temple stands^ 
as the high places of a forest, overgrown with thorns and briars* 

19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to 
death ? did he not fear the Lord, and besought the Lord, and 
the Lord repented him of the evil which he had pronounced 
against them ? Thus might we procure great pvil against our 

20 souls by destroying Jeremiah. And there was also a man that 
prophesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shema- 
lah of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied against this city and against 

2 1 this land according to all the words of Jeremiah : And when 
Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, 
heard his words, the king sought to put him to death : but 
when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into 

22 Egypt. And Jehoiakiih the king sent men into Egypt, [name- 
ly,] EInathan the son of Achbor, and [certain] men with him 

23 into Egypt. And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and 
brought him unto Jehoiakim the king ; ^o slew him with the 
sword,* and cast his dead body into the^JaVes of the common 

• Thin story is -no tvbere else recorded. Maoy prophcr5 urere injured and destrored, 
that we TcAtl nothing of in the scrlptnre history. This story was aJlegeJ-liv Jertniiah's ene- 
ffiies. as a precedent for potting such a person to death ; tiu>ugii )iomc think it was recorded 
hy b'tmself, or the hiftonan, to ibow the goodoesi of Gii^d iu preserving htm. 

Vol. V. Yy 
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people ; bein^ probably descended from some good family^ he 
would not suffer him to be buried with his ancestors^ but interred 
2* him with common fie&fiU^ or malefactors. Nevertheless the hand 
of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, a person of great influence^ and 
a minister in Josiah*» courts (2 Kings xxii. 12.) was with Jeremi- 
ah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to 
put him to death ; he interposed^ and reusued him, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . TTOW fil is it for the Lord's ministers to be faithfti] and 
xX courageous in delivering their messages ! Jeremiah was 
commanded not to diminish a word ; not to put his message into 
less offensive expressions, than those in which he received it \ and 
God defended him, while Urijah's cowardice cost him his life. 
Thus must christian ministers act ; faithfully and boldly reprove the 
vices which are found among those whom they address, and declare 
the whole counsel of God •/ never diminishing a word, either through 
fear, favour, or flattery. If they keep close to their instructions^ 
the God whom they serve will beai* them out, however men may be 
offended at them. And their being offended is indeed not much to 
be regarded, since none will be so, but those who know in their 
own consciences that they are guilty of the vices reproved. 

2. See the influence which God has over the spirits of meOf 
and how easily he can turn them. The people were at first for 
having Jeremiah put to death ; then, when they heard bis defence* 
they were for having him spared. Upon the precedent being quo- 
ted for putting him to death (even the case of Urijah) it seems that 
ttiey altered their sentiments again, but Ahikam saved him. How 
little dependence is to be had upon popular cries, whether for or 
against a man ! God raised up a friend for Jeremiah. Thb should 
engage us to be Arm and resolute in the cause of God and religion, 
since he knows how to deliver the godly out of their tribulations. 
The wicked watcheth {he righteous^ and seeketh to slay him-f but the 
Lord 'Will not* leave ftim in his handy nor condemn him when he zm 
judged. Psalm xxxvii. 32, 33. 



CHAP. XXVIL 

Under the type of bonds and yokes j Jeremiah propbesieth the kubduiTig 
of the neighbouring kings by Mbuchadnezzar, 

I T^J the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim* the son of Josiah 

JL king of Judah, came this word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 

3 saying. Thus saith the Lord to me ; Make thee bonds and 

• Some carelf w transcriber has put, by mistake, Jehoiakim for Zedekiah, as appean from 
several verse* in this chapter, and tiie beginning of the next. Mistakes of names and d«te« 
mutt often h;*ppen in tr;4n«cribing ancient books i but they no Mr ay aflSxt their general ctcdU 
bility, and but seldom their sense. 
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S fokesi and put them upon ^hf neCk,* .^nd send them to the 
king of EdoiB) and to the king of Kjloaby and to the king of tKe 
Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, 
by the hand of the messengers >ehich come to Jerusalem unto 
Zedekiah king of Judah, that ft, ambassadorSf who came to con* 
grattUate Zedekiah on his acceuion ; or rather j to concert meofiuret 

4 to throw off the yoke qfthe king of Babylon ; And command them 
to say unto their masters, Thus i^ith the Lord of hosts, the 

5 God of Israel ; Thus shall ye say unto your masters ; I have 
made the earth, the man and the beast that [are] upon the 
ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have 

i given it unto whom it seemed meet unt* me. And now have I 
given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon, my servant ; and the beasts of the held, their cattle^ 
in which much qf their substance consisted^ h«^ve I given him ajsp 

7 to serve him*. And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and 
his son's son, that isj Belshazzar^ J^e6uchbdnezzar*s grandso?iy 
until the very time of his land come, the time of his visiting and. 
reckoning with them : and then many nations and great kings 
shall serve themselves of him, thatjsy shall exact service qfhim,-f 

9 And it sliall come to pass, [that] the nation and kingdom which 
will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon^ 
and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lorii, with the 
sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have 

9 consumed theni by his hand.t Therefore hearken not ye to 
your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor 
to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you,. 
10 saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon : For they proph* 
esy a lie unto you, to remove you far fi*om your land, and that 
J should drive you out, and ye should perish ; if therefore you 
\ 1 svffcr yourselves to be deceived by them^ ye shall be removed. But 
the nations that bring their neck upder the yoke of the king of- 
Babjrton, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their 
own land, saith the Lord ; and they shall till it, and dwell there*^ 
in ; they s/iail become his tribuiarieSy and probably live better than, 
they did btfore, 

12 I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these 
words, saying, Brine your necks under the yoke of the king of 

13 Babylon, and serve him, and his people, and Iive.|| Why will 
ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine^ and by 

* The prophett used to p roplic s y hj tiais and actions, u wdl as by words Th« yoke 
COiiBisted or two bovdsr with hole;* cut In the midtlle to fit the neck, and were ti^d togtcher 
%vith binds ; so tliat it was yomewluii like our pillories, on\f these lay oit their slMuldeis ; 
^nd they P«t them on ^nalef^ccqrs^as w^ do feOers. 

t This is a remarkable prophesy, as the empire of Babylon was nnw in \u greatest power 
and glory : but a never made any figure after the Persians conquered it. 

^ This thrc^atening was executed by some parts of his army harassing their country, 
ooring tho thirteen yetfs that he besieged Tyre. 

I *€deklah was made king bv the kfnjf of Babylon, and had SfTorn fidelity to h\m, and is. 

ccpreved, and alterwardeuiUsbcarorbift peiiqKjr* 
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^ the pestilence) as the Lord hath spoken against the nation tha€ 

^14 will not serve the king of Babylon i Therefore hearken not unto 

the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall 

. not serve the kin^ of Babylon : for they prophesy a lie unto 

'15 you. For I have not sent thenii saith the Lord, yet they proph- 
esy a lie in my name ; that I may drive you out, and that ye 
might perish, ye, and thf prophets that prophesy unto you. 

|16 Also I spake to the priests and to all this people ; though they 
fvere my inveterate enemies^ who had endeavoured to take away my 
HJej yet I faithfully warned themy and thus endeavoured to/ireserve 
theirsy saying, Thus saith the Lord ; Hearken not to the words 
of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Beliold, the 
vessels of the Lord's house, which have been taken away in the 
two former reigns^ shall now shoitly be brought again from 

[17 Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. Hearken not 
unto them ; serve the king of Babylon, and live : wherefoi*e 

,18 should this city be laid waste ? But if they [be] prophets, and if 
the word of the Lord be with them, let them now make inter- 
cession to the Lord of hosts, that the vessels' which are left in 
the house of the Lord, ahd [in] the house of the kiQg of Judah, 
^and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. . 

'19 For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, and 
concerning the sea, and conoeming the t)ascs, anS concerning 

20 the residue of the vessels that remain in this city. Which Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, %yhen he carried away 
captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jeru* 
salem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judali and Jerusalem ; 

31 Yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, con- 
cerning the vessels that remain [in] the house of the Lord, 
and [in] the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem* ; 

22 They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until 
the day that I visit them, saith the Lord, that i>, till I visit the 
vessels ; as (fhe had said^ I will come and survey the catalogue of 
themj and call it over to see that none are wanting ; then will I 
bring them up, and restore them to this place ; though they are 
so largcj weighty arid valuable^ they shall all be sent by Cyrus^ and 
ut his own ex/iense ; all which was remarkably fulfilled, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. "rK O M hence we learn to reverence the supreme power and 
Jl universal dominion of God, v. 5. Being the Creator, he is 
the supreme proprietor and disposer of all countries and persons ';. 
he gives the earth to the children of men, and to each his share ; 
changes timei and seasons \ sets up kings, and removeth them. 
Though Nebuchadnezzar was k wicked and tyrannical prince, yet 
God for wise reasons gaVe him these countries. Large estates, 
dominions, and possessions, are not the best things ; for God some- 
times gives them to the worst of men. Let the thought of his univer* 
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ttl government compose our minds m the most troublesome times ; * 
and engage us to be content with that lot which his Providence hatii ' 
assigned us. 

2. We may infer the reasonableness of submitting to the yoke 
of Christ. God hath exalted him to be a prince ^ given him the earth 
for his possession, and requires us to be subject to him. God*s ap- 
pointment is a sufficient reason for our subjection ; especially when 
we consider the character of Christ ; that his yoke is easy, that if 
we serve him, we shall live, and that if we do ndl submit, God will 
punish us. False notions of liberty are mischievous ; tke restraints 
of religion are reasonable and useAil. Kiss the son, therefore, lest he 
be fingry^ and ye fierishfrom the way Vfhen his vfrath is kindled btU a 
Httle. Blessed arc all they that trust in him, 

3. God's prophets should be praying men, and use all th^r in- 
terest in heaven for the safety and good of the church, v. 18. 
Which intimates, that true prophets should be men of eminent de- 
votion, and that God would pay a great regard to their intercession. 
May all God's ministers be devout and holy men I enter tenderly 
into the concerns of the church, and be fervent in their intercessioni| 
before God for its prosperity ! and may they be successful in such 
friendly endeavours to serve it ! 



CHAR XXVIII. 

Ilananiahf by a firofihelic action^ contradicts Jeremah^s firophecy * 
who gives a terrible answer j which was soon JulfiUed. ^ 

1 jX ND it came to pass the same year, in the beginning. 
XJL of the reign of Zedekiah king pf Judah, in the fourth 
year, [and] in the fifth month,^ [that] Hananiah the son of Azut 
the prophet, which [was] of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house 
of the Loud, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, 

2 saying. Thus speaketli the Lord of hosts, the God of Israeli 
saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon, that isy 
his tyrannical flower^ of which Jeremiah*^ yoke was an emblem, 

2 Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the 
vessels of the Lord's house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Ba- 
bylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon : 

4 And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoia- 
)um king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went Into 
Babylon, saith the Lord : for I will break the yoke of the king 
of Babylon.f " 

• As Zedekiah reicmd bat eleven yean, the fourth could hardlf be laid to be the begin- 
rini^ of his reign ; andtberefore some critics would render the words, when it bad h«en s$, 
•hat is, *whin Jeremiah had been prophesy hir with this yokefrcm the beginning of the reign tf 
Zedekiah to the fourth year, (in which year he went to BabykNi, see chap* li. ^ having put 
it on when he dcUverea his prophetic messages. 

t This was pleasing enough to the people> beeaose they considered leconith as their 
tawfVd king, and Zedekiah, bis onde, as oidy the lieutenant or viceroy of Nebuchadnexzar : 
but this prophecy appears at the first view very cospicious, as aotning is said about their 
repentaoce aad reformatioo. 
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$ Then the prophet Jerenuah said ipito the prophet Hananjah 
in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people 

6 that stood in the house of the Lokd, Even the prophet Jeremiala 
said} Amen ; the Lokd do so : the Lord perform thy words 
which thou hast prophesied^ to bring again the vessels of the 
Lord's house, and all that is carried away captive, from Baby- 
lon into this place ; though I have firopheaied evily I heartily wuh 
the good <ifmy country^ and that God would revoke the sentence of 

7 ruin which I have pronounced. Nevertheless hear thou now this 
word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people : 

$ The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old 
prophesied both against many countries, and against great king- 
doms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence ; yea^ many ofthe 
Jewish prophets foretold the destruction of their city and country ^ 
and it came to pas$ ; therefore I may be a true prophet^ though I 

9 foretell evil. The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when 
the word of the prophet shall come to pass, [then] shall the 
prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly sent him ; the evefU 
will prove whether I speak truth or thou. 

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the pro* 

1 1 phet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. And Hananiah spake in 
the presence of all the people, saying. Thus saith the Lord ; 
Even so will I break the yoke of Nebtichadnessar king of Ba- 
bylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full 
years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way, having no di^ 
rectionsfrom the Lord what reply to make. 

12 Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah [the pro- 
phet,] after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke 

13 from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Go and tell 
Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord ; Thou hast brok^ 
the yokes of wood ; but thou shalt make (or them yokes pf 
iron ; the more they resist Mbuchadnezzar^ the more power he 
9hall have over them ; they shall bring more confusion into their af^ 
fairs J and st^er more from him. He then renews the former pro^ 

14 phecy in stronger terms. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God. of Israel ; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all 
these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon ; and they shall serve him : and I have given him the 
beasts of the field also. 

15 Then «aid the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet> 
Hear now Hananiah ; the Lord haXh not sent thee ; but thou 
inakest this people to trust in a lie ; thou hast taught the people 
to disbelieve his wordj and rebel against his comynandments. 

1 6 Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will cast thee from off 
the face ofthe earth : this year thou shaU die, because thou hast 

17 taught rebellion against the Lord. So Hananiah the prophet 
died the same year in the seventh month, just two months after 
his prophecy. He had limited the return cfJvcomah and the ves^^ 
$eU to two yearSf that tlie people might more readily believe him ; 
Jeremiah confined (he evidence <^ his falsehood to one year ; and 
$wo months confirmed it. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. "pAlTHFUL ministers heartily wish the welficre of sinners, 
Jl though they denounce evil against them, v, 7. Jeremiah 
sincerely desired the pixMperity of his country, and that God would 
revoke the dreadfol message sent by him, though they had hated 
and persecuted him. Thus christian ministers who are fakhful 
to their trust, desire the happiness of the worst of men, though they 
threaten them with the wrath to come ; yea, bear them mor« good 
will than those who only prophesy smooth things, and are therefore 
more agreeable to them. They say no more than Christ and his 
apostles, and the ministers before them, have said, concerning th^ 
evil of sin, and the wrath of God against it : they do not love to 
terrify and alarm ; it gives them pain to do it. But they are com- 
l^elled by fidelity to God and love to souls : and their hearers should 
always consider their admonitions in this light. 

3. Let Us observe and adore the judgment of God upon this in* 
'famous. liar. What a presumptuous wretch viras Hananiah, to de« 
plare that God had sent him, when he had not ; and to teach the peo- 
ple rebellion against God in his name ! All liars are abominable to 
the God of truth ; especially those who falsify his word, and fether 
their lies upon him. Those who encourage sinners iti an evil way, 
who tell them that they shall have peace, bid them not mind what 
God's ministers say, and thus make them trust in a lie, are the worst 
and vilest of sinners. May we avoid and abhor all lying and deceit ; 
especially where the souls of men are concerned ; for alt iiars^ and 
particularly such as these, shall have their fiortion in the lake vhich 
iumclh withjire, 

* 3. How great is the stupidity and hardness of those sinners, who 
will not be alarmed by the word or the judgments of God. These 
extraordinary predictions were delivered in the presence of the 
priests and all the people ; and when they saw Hananiah so awfully 
convicted of being a false prophet by his death, one would have ex- 
pected that such a providence would have awakened them to attend 
to Jeremiah's message, and comply with his admonitions. It is 
strange also that the predictions should have had no effect on Hana- 
niah himself, who knew in his conscience that he was speaking lies 
in God's name ; yet both he and the people continued obstinate, 
^nd Jeremiah's words all came true in their destruction. So dread* 
fully doth sin stupify and besot the human mind. This should 
teach us to pay a serious regard to God's word ; and excite our 
earnest prayers that he would deliver ua from hardness qf heart. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

0oniaifu Jeremiah*^ Utter to the cafitives itt Babylon ; and the fearful 
endof Ahab and Zedekiahy two lying firopheti. 

1 "^fOW these [are] the words of the letter that Jeremiah 
XN the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the 
elders which were carried away captives^ and to the priests, and 
to thtfaUe prophets, and to all the people whom Nehuchadnez^ 

d zar had carried away captive Irom Jerusalem to Babylon ; (Af- 
ter that Jeconiah the king, and the queen mother^ and the 
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpen- 

3 ters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem ;) By the 
hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of 
Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, to renew his firomiae of fideli' 

4 ty^ and to fiay hU tribute^) saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom 
I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Baby- 
lon ; a meaaage that imfiUed encouragement ^ as it was an evidence 

5 that God had not coat them off; Build ye houses, and dwell [in 

6 them i\ and plant gardens and «at the fruit of them ; Take ye 
wives, and beget sons and daughters ; and take wives for your 

^ sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear 
sons and daughters ; that ye may be increased there, and not 
diminished ; think not qf a a/ieedy return^ but accommodate your' 
4ehea to your conditimij and make no attemfita to ahakevff'the yoke : 
eonaider Babylon aa your country y and endeavour to be happy there,* 

7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be 
carried away captives, by your leyalty and aubmiaaiony and pray 
unto the Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace. 

t For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Let 
not your prophets and your diviners, that [be] in the midst of 
you, deceive you, for if you expect aoon to return you will not 
take paina to make your aettlementa comfbrtabUy neither hearken 
to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed, encouraging them 
9 to foretell these thinga^ becauae ye love to hear them. For they 
prophesy falsely unto you in my name : ^ I liave not sent themt 
saith the Loan. 

If For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years be accom- 
plished at Babylon, at the very instant of^ or immediately upon^ the 
completion of seventy yearsy I \nll visit you, and perform my- 
good word toward you, in causing you or your posterity to re- 

\ 1 turn to this place. For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and dot of evil, though 

* It is to be remembercv! that tbwe Israelltrt were not absolute nlaves. bat were settW , 
«• » colony to collivrfte nome particniar p^rt of the coin*try ; us the t»n tribes and other con- 
^umpdiivtaoos wcre^ ^hom tnty brouglic to their land : this was wise polk/f to keep then U 
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1 9€em to have coat you hff^ to give you an expected endy mch ob 
1^ you look for and dedrc. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye 

13 shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And 
ye shall seek me, and find [me,] when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart ; / vnll stir ufi a afiirit qffirayer among you ; 
ye 9hail call ufion mr, and I vnll answer you, according lo the /ircm* 

14 iaesffthe lavf^Deut. iv. 29. And I will be found of you, saith 
the Lord : and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather 
you from all the nations, and from all the places .whither I have 
driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will brbg you again into the 
place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. 

15 Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets 
in Babylon, who have foretold different things from what JeremU 

16 ah foretold;* [Know] that thus saith the Lord of the king (hat 
sitteth upon the throne of David, that isy Zedekiahy and of all the 
people that dwelleth in this city, [and] of your brethren that are 

17 not gone forth with you into captivity ; Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, 
and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot 
be eaten, they are so evil ; they shall come to youy and not you to 

18 them, and shall perish among you. And I will persecute them 
with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and 
will deliver them, to be removed to all the kingdoms of the 
earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a 
reproach, anfong all the nations whither I have driven them : 

19 Because theyliave not hearkened to my words, saith the Loi^d, 
which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up 
early and sending [them ;] but ye would not hear, saith the 
Lord, but rather garve ear to false prophets, 

30 Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the cap- 
tivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon : Whereas 
ye have said, the Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon ; 

31 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the 
son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which 
prophesy a lie unto you in my nzmt, predicting your speedy re* 
turn ; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand Nebuchadrez- 
zar king of Babylon ; and he shall slay them before your eyes ; 

33 And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of 
Judah which [are] in Babylon, saying. The Lord make thee 
like Zedekiah and like A^bab, whom the king of Babylon roast- 
ed in the fire ;t probably being incensed against themjor persuad' 
ing the people not to settle according to his orders, or sowing 

23 sedition ; Because they have committed villany in Israel, and 
have committed adultery with their* neighbours' wives,| and 

« This vene %ctm% to be transposed* it iboald hare come ia after «. 2o. 

t In aH prohftblUty therwere treated in the same manner as was inrendfd fbr 9he<^rach, 
Mnh4ch« and Abednejco. Ojn \l\ 2o> at. One vroukt think that it would imiH-ess then much 
to receive soch a profihrcy, and to see it so remarkably accomplished. 

I The Jrwinh mbb'ns, as Grotias observes^ have a tradition that th«e ^vrrc the two el<?ers 
who attempted the chastity of Sus»nn;ih« the ntory of which they think u> iie true iu part^ 
choufch not altogether suc^h'S !> represented in the Apoctypba. 

Vol. V. Zz 
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have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not com* 
manded them ; even I l^now, and [am] a witness^ ssuth the. 
Lord, though men cannot firove it against them, 

24 [Thus] shalt thou also speak to Sheroaiah the Nehelamitet 

25 saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the 
people that [are] at Jerusalem^ and to Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest, afid to all the priests, in amvfer to the letter 
o/Shemaiahy which tvaa brought to Jerusalem by those who carried 

26 JeremiQh*8 letter to Babylon^sayingf The Lord hath made thee 
priest in the stead of Jehoiada, the priest, the high priest who 
was carried ca/itive^ that ye should be officers in the house of 
the Lord, for every man, or^ in the case of any oncy [that is] 
mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldst put 
him in prison, and in the stocks ; telting him that he had auihori* 

27 ty to punish every one pretending to be a prophet. Now there- 
fore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which 
maketh himself a prophet to you ? why hast thou not executed 

28 thy authority upon him ? For therefore, or rather y because he 
sent unto us [in] Babylon, saying. This [captivity is] long : 
build ye houses, and dwell [in them ;] and plant gardens, and 

29 eat the fruit of them. And Zephaniah the priest read this let- 
ter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet, though^ being a/riend to 
him^ he would not show it publicly. 

30 Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, sayings 
Si Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the Lord 

concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamitc ; Because that Shemaiah 
hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caused you 
32 to trust in a lie : Therefore thussaith the Lord ; Behold, I 
will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed : he shall 
not have a man to dw^ll among this people ; neither shall he 
behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the Lord ; 
because he bath taught rebellion against the Lord ; none tj his 
posterity shall live to see the end of the captivity^ nor the favour 
God will show his people both in and after their return. 

REFLECTIONS. 

L TX7E n^ay ^^^^^ fron^ hence the uselllhiess of letters ; and 
V V how much we may serve God, and instruct and comfort 
our friends, by writing to them, as well as convei*sing with them. 
The art of writing is an inestimable blessing to the world ; friendly 
correspondence is very comfortable, and may be very useful, if our 
letters are seasoned with grace. This we should be careful of ; 
since, if idle words are to be accounted for, much more will idle let- 
ters, as so much more time is spent about them, and the impression 
made by them, whether it be good or bad, may be more lasting. 

2. It is our duty to bring our mind to our condition, whatever it 
is. The Israelites in Babylon are commanded to act as if they were 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH. XXX. 579 

itt home ; to build and plant, not fearing that their masters would 
deprive them of their possessions ; and to encourage themselves 
with an assurance that they or their children should see better days. 
This is an important lesson to us. Our situations and circumstances 
in life are of God's ordering, v, 4. We are not to overlook, or be 
unthankful for, the comforts we have, because some are lost. If 
we are removed to a distance from our relations and friends, and 
grafted into new families and settlements, let us accommodate our- 
selves to them ; consult their peace and comfort ; and by that means 
we shall promote our own. 

3. How reasonable is it that we should pray for the land of oi^r 
nativity, v. 7. If the Israelites were to consult and pray for the 
peace of an heathen, tyrannical, and oppressive king and peopU, 
among whom they were settled ; it is much more our duty, by loy- 
alty, subjection, and every other instance of good behaviour, to seek 
the peace of our native country, and the prosperity of the good gov- 
ernment we live under ; to firayfor our kitig, and for all that arc in 
authority^' that we may lead jieaceable and quiet livea^ in all godlinet9 
and honesty, 

4. How happy are the people of God in their communion with 
him, aQd his thoughts of peace toward them ! There was a way to 
the throne of grace in Babylon, as well as in Jerusalem. We have 
all access to God by prayer. Let us value this privilege, remember- 
ing the qualifications of acceptable devotion ; that it is seeking God, 
and searching for him with our whole heart, that is, with sincerity 
and fervency. His thoughts toward his people are thoughts of/ieace^ 
even when he sees it best to correct them, and though they may 
imagine that they are thoughts of evil. There is an end which they 
expect, even their settlement in the heavenly Canaan, and everlast- 
ing rest there ; and of this they shall not be disappointed. But 
those who, like Shemaiah, rebel against God, forfeit the privileges 
of his people. God will do his people much good ; more than they 
can ask or think : but those who are rebellious against his word and 
commandments shall never see it. The end qfthe righteous is peace ; 
but there is no fieace^ saith my Godj to the wicked. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Contains gracious promises of God to Israely and that he would remem^ 
ber the covenant made with their fathers. 

1 'T^H E word that came to Jeremiah from the I^rd, saying, 

2 X Thus speaketh the Lord Got) of Israel, saying, Write 
thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book ; be- 
cause they refer to distant e^ents^ viz, to the return of the Jews 
from captivity y and even to Chris t^s time ; they will be encourage ' 
ments to them in the mean while, and the events will be apro<fqf 



Digitized by 



Google 



380 JERfiMIAH. XXX. 

3 my foreknowledge an<l providence. For, lo, the day« come^ 
saithHhe Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my peo- 
ple Israel and Judah, saith the Lord : and I will cause them to 
return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall 
possess it. 

4 And these [are] the words that the Lord spake concerning 

5 Israel and concerning Judah. For thus saith the Lord : Wc 
have heard the voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace, a# 

-. 6 the false profihete foretold. Ask ye now, and see whether a man 
doth travail with child ? Wherefore do I see, not one or two^ but 
every man with bis hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, 
and all feces are turned into paleness ; they carry concern in 

7 their looki, and uneaiineM in their behaviour. Alas ! (or that 
dsiy, the day of the destruction of the city and templcy and the cap- 
tivity of the residue of the people^ [is] great, so that none [is] 
like it : it [is] even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he shall 

8 be saved out of it. For it shall come to pas^ in that day, that 
distant period oj signal and providentitU events j saith the Lord of 
hosts, [that] I will break his yoke, the king qf Babylon's yoke^ 

^ from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall 
no more serve themselves of him, -that is^ of thy possessions ani 
" 9 labours ; But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David 
their king, whom I will raise up unto them ; they shall adhere 
faithfully to true religion^ and serve the Messiah^ here called 
Davidj because he was his son according to the Jleshy the heir to 
his throne^ qnd in whom the prophecies relating to David were 
fulfilled, 

10 Therefore fear thou not, O my ser\'apt Jacob, saith the Lord ; 
neither be dismayed, O Israel : for, lo, I will save thee from 
afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity ; and Jacob 
shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and nope shall 
make [him] afraid ; thou shalt enjoy great quietness under the 

1 1 Persian monarchy^ and still more in the latter day. For I [am] 
with thee, saith the Ix>Rp, to ^ave thee : though I make a full 

^nd of all nations, ffthe Assyrians and Chaldeans^ whither I have 
scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee :* but I 
will correct fhee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether 
unpunished ; t/tough I chastise, I will not utterly destroy thee, 

12 For^hus saith the Lord, Thy bruise [is] incurable, [and] thy 
wound [is] grievous ; it seems to be so, and is so, by human pow» 

1 3 er. [There is] none to plead, or judge, thy cause, that thou 
mayest be bound up : thou hast po healing medicines, but art 

14 Hke a distempered body, dying for want qf help. All thy lovers, 
or allies, have forgotten th^ ; they seek thee not 4 for I have 
wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, vrith the chastise- 
nent of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity ; [be« 
cause] thy sins were increased ; / have treated thee with great 

* This WM remarkably fulfilled in the Jews being Mpt » distinct people* jrhtii tbeie 
Bce so populous and migbty* wen quite losf. * 
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15 severity because thine iniymtiea are great. Why criest thou for 
thine aiHiction ? vfhy dost thou lament' and expostulate with me t 
thy sorrow [is] incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity : 
[because] thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto 

16 thee. Therefore, or ra:hh'i yet surely ^ all they that devour 
thee shall be devoured ; and all thine adversaries, every one of 
them, shall g;o into captivity ; and they that spoil thee shall be a 

17 spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey. For I 
will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, 
saith the Lord ; because they called thee an outcasty [saying,] 
This [is] Zion, whom no man seeketh after. 

18 Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will bring again the captiv«< 
ity of Jacob's tents, alluding to their formerly dwelling in tente^ 
and have niercy on his dwelling places ; and the city shall be 
builded upon her own heap, or hill^ and the palace shall remain 
after the manner thereof, that m, the temple^ God*8 palace, shall 

19 be reestablished upon i:s former plan. And out of them, the tem- 
ple and private houses, shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice 
of them that make merry, that is, cheerfulness and thankfulness : 
and I will multiply them, and they shall n&t be few ; I will also 

20 glorify them, and they shall n#t t)e small, or brought low. Their 
children also sha^l be as aforetime, and their congregation shall 
be established before me ; their children shall inherit their fa* 
thers* honours and estates, the church and the commonwealth shall 
be restored as before,* and I will punish all that oppress them. 

2 1 And their nobles, or, noble One, that is, the Aressiah,\ shall be 
of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst 
of them ; and I will cause him to ^raw near, and he shall ap- 
proach unto me ; they shall have no foreign governor, but ap- 
proach to God, consult him, and be judged by his law : for who [is] 
this that engaged his heart to approach unto me ? saith the 
IjOBD ; without God*s favourable interposition who could do so ? 

32 And ye shall be n>y people again, and adhere to my instituted 
worship, and I will be your God, to protect and bless you. Yet 
in the mean time, 

23 Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a 
continuing whirlwind : it shall fall with pain upon the head of 
the wicked who will not repent, and it shall be a continual whirl- 

24 wind, not Uke a common one, wkifh is violent but short. The 
fierce anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have done [it,] 
and until he have performed the intents of his heart : in the 
latter days ye shall consider it \ when there shall be a general con* 
version of the Jews, then they shall fully understand the meaning qf 
such pro/ihecies as these, 

• Some undfr8t5»nd it of thrir children being taken Into covenant with God by bapitsm, on 
their convonion^ a% they formerly were by circomcision. 

t The word sif^ifie*, the mighty One, and teemt rather to refer to Christ, who shonM 
draw neiir to God m a priest, a« well at a king. Then foUowi a note of admiration. It U 
wonderful it should be so I VlTho U so entirely oevoced tt) my tcrvice, and can approach to me * 
aa mediator, but He .' 
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REFLECTIONS. 

I. TT is both our duty and happiness to serve the Lord. To ac- 
X knowledge God as our creator, preserver, and happiness » 
and, by his appointnient, to serve Jesus Christ, to whom he hath 
given the throne of David I We are to reverence and honour him 
as a king ; to subnoit to his laws, and trust in his protection : and 
our deliverance from the power of spiritual enemies, is an unan- 
swerable reason why we should serve him in holiness and righteous- 
ness all our days. 

2. See the unreasonableness of anxious fear in God's servants, 
even when their circumstances are most distressing, v, 10. Israel 
is rebuked for their fears, (though they were punished with severity, 
and their wound seemed incurable) because they had so many 
promises to trust in. Under pressing dangers, or long and heavy 
affliction, we are ready to despair ; but God hath promised support 
and relief : and he is able to grant them, when earthly helps foil, 
^nd when, to human appearance, there is no hope. Our afflicticHis 
will have an happy issue ; let us then tru9t in the Lord for ever, 

3. Let us rejoice in the mediation of Jesus Christ, our great high 
priest : he is not only our governor, but our intercessor also : he 
dr^ws near to God on our behalf ; God has appointed and caused 
him to do so, that we might have strong consolation : he engaged 
his own heart to do it ; voluntarily and resolutely undertook this 
service. As we hope for the benefit of his mediation, let us engage 
our hearts likewise ; and while in his name we come boldly to the 
throne of grace, let us approach it with seriousness, reverence, and 
godly fear. 



CHAP. XXXI. 1—26. 

In t/ni chafiter gracious ftromisea to hrael are continued ; but it im 
hard to wty, whether they rcfe^ to their return from cafitrvity, or to 
g09fiel times : /lerhafia the former part of the chapter may refer to 
their return from Babylon^ and the latter to their conversion in the 
last days. 

1 AT the same time, saith the Lord, will 1 be the God of 
±\, all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

2 Thus saith the Lord, The people [which were] left of the 
sword of Pliaraoh^ found grace in the wilderness ; [even] 
Isriel, when I went to cause him to rest ; / led them through 
the vvfldemeftSy and conducted them to their rest in Canaan^ how 

3 thercfjre can they doubt of my favour 7 The Lord bath appeared 
of old unto me, [saying,] Yea, 1 have loved ihee Israel with an 
everlasting love : therefore with loving kindness have I drawn 
thee ; v>hat I did for thy fathers wasfbunded on covenant love^ 
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4 $herefore I will continue to be gracious to thee. Again I will 
build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel ; / vfill 
restore thee to thyjomter statCy and thou shalt be reformed from 
idolatry^ and become pure again like a virgin : thou shalt again be 
adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of 
them that make merry ; thou shalt have all marks of civil and 

5 religious joy. Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains 
of Samaria : the planters shall plant, and shall eat [them] as 
common things ; their vines shall yield such filenty of fruit that 

6 every one may eat of it vfithout restriction * For there shall be a 
day, [that] the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim, which 
was near Samaria^ where there used to be the greatest ofifiosition 
to the worship at Jerusalem^ shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up 
to Zion unto the Lord our God ; an allusion to centinels or watch- 
men calling thefieofile together on fiarticular occasionsy esfiecially ai 

7 festivals, \ For thus saith the Lord ; Sing with gladness for 
Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations, when ye see 
the beginning of deliverance : publish ye, praise ye, and say, O 
Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel \ comfUete this good 
work; or rather^ Thou hast saved them^ and we firaise thee for 

8 thy faithfulness. Behold, I will bring them from the north coun- 
try, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, [and] with 
them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her 
that travaileth with child together ; those that are least able to 
travel shall be inclined and enabled to come : a great company 

9 shall return thither. They shall come with weeping, and with 
supplications will I lead them ; godly sorrow for f^ast sins shall 
mingle itself with all their joy : I will cause them to walk by the 
rivers of waters, in a straight way, wherein they shall not stum- 
ble ; I will provide for themy and protect them in their journey : 
for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim [is] my firstborn, and 

\Q I will restore them to their Jormer state. Hear the word of the 
Lord, O ye nations^and declare [it] in the isles afar off, and 
say. He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as 

1 1 a shepherd [doth] his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed Ja* 
cob, and ransomed him from the hand of [him that was] stronger 

1 2 than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of 
Zion, and shall flow together in great multitudesy like the streams 
of a rivery to the . goodness of the Lord, to share in the good 
things of the Lordy in the common supplies of lifcy for wheat, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the 
herd ; and their soul shall be as a watered garden ; the influences 
of olivine grace . shall complete their joy ; and they shall not 
sorrow any more at all ; they shall hove no such trouble again for 

1 3 a long timcy as they have lately experienced. Then shall the vir- 

• There was a \»w, that when a vine wat planted the fruit should not be rr«'ic'r(I A-r 
three years, the produce of ihe foarch wascon«cctatid to God« aud in the tilth it n>)ght be 
eacin as a co.nmon tliin^;. 

t This is customary still among the Turki, where the priests procl.tim fiom tl c lop* of 
their churches, that the hour of prayer is come. 
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gin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together : for J 
will turn their mourning into joy^and will comfort them,andmake 
them rejoice from their sorrow ; allagea and rank* nhall agree in 

14 signs oftmiveraaljoy. And I will satiate the soul of the priests 
with fktnesst they shall have plenty of sacrifices and offerings^ and 
my people shall be satisfied with my goodness^ saith the Lord ; 
both the flriests and the/ieofile shall rejectee in the 'abtmdance of d/- 
vine blessings, 

15 Thus saith the Lord ; A voice was heard in Ramali^ lamen- 
tation, [and] bitter weeping ; Rachel weeping for her children^ 
refused to be comforted for her children, because they [wercj 

16 not.* Thus saith he Lord ; Refrain thy voice from weeping, 
and thine eyes from tears : for thy work, thy tender concern for 
thy childreny shall be rewarded, saith the ^ord ; and they shall 

IT come again from the land of the enemy. And there is hope 
in^thine end, or^ to thy posterity y saith the Lord, that [thy] chil- 
dren shall come again to their own border. 

18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself [thus ;] 
Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, / received instruc* 
tioHy as a bullock unaccustomed [to the yoke :] or rather^ though 
I was before as a bullock that mould not bear it : turn thou me, 
and I shall be turned ; for thou [art] the Lord my God ; I need 

19 thy gracious influeiwe to bring me to a better temfier. Surely af- 
ter that I was turned, and felt the influence of thy graccy I re- 
pented ; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon [my] 
thi^^ expressed great grief and humiliation: I was ashamed» 
jeky even c^nfoundedy because I did bear the reproach of my 
youth, the burden qfmy former sins. To this penitent language 

20 God graciously repUesy [Is] Ephraim my dear son ? oTy Is he 
not my dear son 7 [is he] not a pleasant child ? for since I spake 
against him, by threatenings and judgmentsy I do earnestly re- 
member him still : therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; 
I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord ; I retain my 
former parental kindnessy and vnll certainly deliver and bless him* 

3 1 Set thee up way marks, make thee high heaps, that <>, tallpoles^ 

finger fiostsy or pillars for directiony to make their way plain ; set 

thine heart toward the highway, [even] the way [which] thou 

wentest : turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy 

cities. 

22 How long wilt thou go about, O thou blacksliding daughter^ 
fluctuating between doubt and hope ? for the Lord hath created a 
new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man ; ory a 
woman shaU put to the rout a strong man ;\ that iSf God will give 
the Israelites extraordinary strengthy so thaty though weak aa ivo- 

* At the time oFtbe captivity there was an aiii«tnbly of the enemy at Ramah. ch, x1. r. 
the cai>rive« were broogkc thither, and from thenre carried to Babylon; and as R.chel was 
buried near that plaoe« the prophet, bv an der.ant tigore. reprcients het- as lookiiiK out of hrr 
grave ;tnd bewaiUnf; the captivity of her dncendantju Tliit is applied and accemmodatci ia 
the New Testament to the slaughter of the infanU iu this nej^^hbourUood. Sec M.</C ik 
17. 18. 

t Dr. Blayney. 
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Utefh they %hall be able to remt and twercome all ^ftftbsition* 

tl Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; As .yet^ or^ 
Aereqfier^ ^ey shall use this speech in the land of Juda^ and in 
tbt cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity ; The 
Lord bless thee, O habitation of justice, Xand] mountain of ho- 
liness ; they shall became a rrjbrmedy ufiright^ and honourable 

Si fieofile^ And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and all the cities 
thereof together, husbandmen, and they [that] go forth with 

25 flocks ; the countries and cities shall be inhabited. For I have sa- 
tiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful 
soul ; / vfill comfort them under their sorrows^ and su/ifily them 

86 Vfith all good. The next are the ftrofihet*s ovm words. Upon this 
I awaked, and beheld ; and my sleep was sweet unto me ; these 
things God revealed to me in a vision ; I awaked^ reflected upon 
theniy and found them very comfortable to my soul ; I was muck 
refreshed with these gracious intimations of deliverance. 

REFLECTIONSi 

I. "TXTE a*« l^«re taught, that it is good in times of trouble to 
V V look back to fbttner instances of God*s care and kind- 
ness. The Israelites in their captiyiqr are directed to considet* what 
God had done for their fathers, to prevent them from basing dis- 
h^utened by the difficulties that were in the waf of their retuHi. 
Thus should we think how often God hath supported his church 
Rnd interest, and particular saints in times of distress ; how often 
we have found grace, even when in the wilderness, and been drawn 
by his loving kmdness. Let this recoilecdon and experience er- 
couragfc our hope) that he who hath delivered and doth delivery will 
still deliver, 

2. When God has designs of metx:y for a sinful people, he trtirn 
up a spirit of penitence, prayer, and reformation. Thus it is fore- 
told that the Israelites should return wiih weeping and suppUcatiojt^ 
and that Jerusalem should be called The habitation of justice^ ancl 
ITte mountain <f holiness : and We may hope for the continuance of 
divine favours, and the res^ration of prosperity, if God^s goodnesii 
dispose us to repenunce, fill us >vith shame and sorrow for oitr ini- 
quities ; if we earnestly call upon his name, andi^^ quiet and peaces 
able Uves in all godliness and honesty, 

3. The common boutities of Providence a^c to be enjoyed and 
acknowledged as the fruits of divine goodness. When our whettt, 
and wme, and flocks are increased, it tMrcomes us to adore the good- 
ness of God therein ; to acknoii^l^ge it with seriousness at our 
meals ; to flow together to the solemn assembly, and there sing his 
praises. Especially should we praise him for that c l\ ine influence 
which makes the souls of men l^ke a nvatered garden. Thus shall 
we be satisfied with his goodness ; taste his love in at! cur com- 
forts^; find them doubly pleasant ; and bj in little charger of abus- 
ing them. 

Vol. V. A a a 
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• 4. Let us leam to moderate our sorrow^ for tHe death of our pi- 
ous friends ind children, from the consideration of the favour Ood 
intends for them. He is represented as comforting ^eepiti^ Ra- 
chel ; assuring her that her children should return to th«r borders, 
and that therefore she should not weep as though they 'were lost. 
It becomes christians, on such occasions especially, to wtefi as thotif^h 
they weftt not ; for their work, the pious pains they have taken in 
the edocation of their children, or for the serrice of their other 
relatives, shall be rewarded. There is hope that they will return 
from- the captivity of the grave, enter on the good land^ aiid be 
blessed at the resurrection of the just. 

5. Let OS observe with pleasure and thankfulness the great mer- 
cy of Gqd to a penitent people. There is scarcely a more affect^ 
ing description of this in ^11 the bible, than is given us in this pas-^ 
sage concerning Ephraira. God represents himself as feeling and 
encouraging all the workings of paternal affection toward returning 
prodigals. He afiUcts them only to instruct them, and bring them 
back to duty ; and when they begin to relent, he relents, receives 
them as his dear children, and restores them to his favour. Nay, 
their very return is the efiect of his gracious work in them. Let 
us hence leam, what our behaviour should be in times of afffictibn, 
and what abundant reason there is for hope, iff in the language of 
Ephi-ttiro, we sincerely. say, Turn thou «*, and we 9hail bt turned^ for 
thou art the Lord our God, 



aiAP; XXXI. 27, to tlie end. 

The former fiart qf tfde chafiter referred to the state of the Jevfs 
after their return from cajitivity ; this^ ta their state in the tat-^ 
ter day. 

27 Xl EHOLD, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will sow 
Jj the house of Israel and the house of Judah wilh the seed of 
man, and with the seed of beast ; they shall become very fiofiulous 

28 andfruitfuL And it shall come to pass, [that] like as I have 
watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to 
throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict ; so wiH-Twatch over' 
them, to build and to plant, sailh the Lord ; ex^crif tiling seemed 
to be against them before^ but now every thing shall be fir then^ ;. 
God will a/i/iear in the whole course of his providence to favour ' 
and bltss them, 

2f9 In those days thev shall say no more, The fathers have eaten- 
a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge ; they 
shall be no more furnished for the iniqintics of their ancestors, as 

SO they have formerly been Jor persibting in their idolatry* But 



• Th^re mrty hf a reffreiice herr rn th<t Irirprpc-^tlon of thp J ws, Hh hlccd Be m§m 
r chi.'drent wmob Uci Ufoi) them still ; but when tbry are oouvcrttd it thzli be «»S»i 
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«very one shall die for his. own iniquity, : every man that eateth 
the soyr gn^pe, his teetb ^hajl be set on edge. 

31 Behold, the days cbme, saith* the Lord, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 

^2 Judah :♦ Not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day [that] I look themby thHiand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, that w, led them in the kindest^ gentlest 
•manner / which my covenant' they brake, although I Wa^ an 
husband imto them, saith the Lord : and havefulJUled my part 

S3 of the covenant relatkn f But this [shall be] the covenant tha;t I 
will make with the hkmt of Israel' ; Afte^ those days, saith the 
LdRD, \ wiU put my taW in their inward parts, not a new lavf^ hut 
the rfid ktvf On its moral ftreeeftta and evangelical truths^ and write 
'it in theii* hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be my 

9i people. And they shall teach no more every man his neigh* 

• boui', and every maa hisbrotfher, saying, Know the Lord : for 
. they shall afrkhow me, from the least of them, unto the great- 
est 6f theW, sakh the' Lord ; that a, mere human tnatruction 
ehall not he ihe onlijy nor the chief v/ay of teaching ; they §haU have 
^enty ofretfgioui athfontage^ and a clearer knovledge qfCod% Ity 
the tnstruetion$ of the 9/firtt $ an esrtraortlinary effusion tf n^ick 
they'^haU 'enjoiy / for I WiH forgive their iniquity, and I wiU re- 
liiefnb^ thei* sin no mot^e ; Imll thus teach tbem^ because I mil 
fi¥gtve\hHn ; they fkali^e brought into my covenant again ; and^ 
f^rvugh the Mood ofC^rUt^ th^r eit^ut/qll be forgiven^ and all the 
tokens of my disfUeasure against them be removed^ 

S5 * -Thus saith the LoH»y whidi giveth the sun for a light by day, 
[and] the ordinances oP-the m^on, and of the stars for a light 
by night, which dlvideth the ^a when the waves thereof jroar ; 

36 The LoR9 of hosts [is] his natme ; If those ordinances depart 
firdm before %iei saith the Loan, tthc»] the se<d of Israelalso 
shall cease from bei^g a hation before me for ever ; tkatis^ my 
Covenant is'af sure as ^the ordinances' of heaven ; the Jews sbaU 
tiiwkifs' eo^tinue a distinct peofUej and f»hen they are .converted 
iheif shall never afiostatise any'tfiJore^ but continue to the end of the 

ST ^voHd faithfhly holy^ and obefftent. Thus saith the Lordj; If 
heaven alJove can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also ca^t off all the seed of Israel 
for all that they have done, saith the Lord ; though for their mm 
they deserve to be re}rcted^ ^etjbr their fathers* sake^ and my tov- 
enan\ toith themy they shale at toVr berestorecL 

38 Behold, the days come, saith th^ Lord, that the city shall be 
built to the Lord from the tower of Hanai\eel unto the gate of 

39 the corner. And the measuring line shall yet go forth over 
against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath. 

40 And the whole valley of the demd bodies, or Tofihety and of the 
ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the 

• The apo>tlr (jootet thb, Heb. viii |. n referring to gtxi^el timef. 
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corner of the horse gate toward the easty [shaU be] holy unift 
the Lord ; it shall not be phidied up, nor thrown down any 
&orefor ever.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

r. T TtT'K h<^^ gfcat reason to rejoice in the gospel covenant, 
V V and the Messed purport of it. The covenant God would 
make with the Jews in the latter day, is no other than the christian, 
covenant ; for there #ill be no distinctioii between them and ^Iher 
christians in that day, except their settlement in thf ir own land. 
This covenant then God maikes with us ; a^ every clause of it 
deserves our attention. He Will wnte his laws upon our hearts, wSl 
enable us to understand them* and dispose us* to inform to themgi 
as a copy to the original : he will teach us by the clear discoveries 
of his gosptUand the labours of his ministers ; and also by the in- 
fhiences of hb Spirit : for the bes^ interpreter of scripture, Jes^ 
Christy explains this pronuse, of immediate divine teaching. The 
great obstacle to divine illuminatioB, sanctiication, and conAnt, is 
sin ; it is therefore promised, that ^n shall be pardoned. We have 
full assurance of this under the go^iel. htt us rejiMee and be 
thankfiil that we are under this covenant of gr^ce ; be ever mindful 
cf it ; heartily comply with the terms on which these bfe^atngs are 
promised ; and earnestly praj that God would thtis pardqbi teach» 
sanctify, aiid save us. 

d. From the continued providence of God in the support and 
government of the universe, ife nvay aaaoLredly argue, that hm prom* 
ises will be fulfilled. He lights \^ the sun and the moon ; man- 
ages this wide, unmeasurable world ; rules the sea ; keeps every; 
thing in its proper place, and every creature in its proper office ; 
he can therefore do any and all of those wonderfol thing* which be 
hath promised^ He hath preserved the Jews a distinct people* 
notwithstanc^ng the trouble and persecution they have every where 
met iiiHth ; so that they are not lost among the nations ; while whole 
communities that have etislaved and persecuted them, have been 
so. He has supported the work! for the sake of the church, and 
ibr the execution of his purposes ; therefore we may be sure that 
the Jews shall be restored, and the gospel spread over the earth. 
Let it be our hearts' dtsire and prayer^ that Israel may be saved ; and 
let us in the mean time hMfast the ftrqfeautm tf mtrjmth wkhoul 
^xtveHng^for he ujauhful v»ho hath firomised. 

• This tt a prophecy ikat Jerottlem thMld be relmilt and lanct^^edf and t^t iiahim a>« 
of the Qoavened }tm% thaiikl settle there, i^t they shoaM enlxTge the circomreraice of thctr 
temple and city, and that what was now poUoted shoald become holy ground x bttt wbetbcv 
thcfc cxprosiofts arc lltcra)> or only figttnSiTe« time alooc c«» discover. 
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2i fmhich we have en account qf Jerendah*% imfirUonment ; ki$ com 
plaint to God ; the fir^hecy tfthe cafitrvity U confirmed / and tht 

. firomUe qf a graciota return. 
« 

• 1. nnHE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the 
' X tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, Which [was] the 
ei ghtee nth year of Nebuchadnezzar, and one year bejbre the de^ 

2 amtfHon qfJerueaiem., For then the king of Babylon's army be- 
sieged Jerusalem : and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in 
the court of the prison, which [was] in the king of Judah's 

3 house. For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying. 
Wherefore dost thou pit)phesy, and say, Thus saith the Lorb, 
Beholdf I will give this city into the hand of the king of Baby- 
Ion, and he shall take it, and to dishearten the fico/UeJrom d^end* 

4 ing it ; And Zedekiah king of Judah shall, not escape out of the 
hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth 
to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes ; he shall see him 

5 look vrifhjUerceness ftnd indignation ; And he shall lead Zedeki- 
ah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, or hii 
posterity f saith the Lord : though ye fight with the Chaldeiinii 
.ye shall not^pfosper. 

6 And Jeremiah said. The word of the Lord came unto me, 

7 saying. Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall 
come unto thee, saying. Buy thee my field that [is] in Ana- 
thoth, which was three miles /rom Jerusalem^ so that it was now in 
the power of the Chaldeans : for the right of redemption [is] 

• thine to buy [it.] So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in 
the court of the prison, according to the word of the Lord, and 
said unto me. Buy my field, I pray thee, that [is] in Anathoth, 
which[is] in the co^Vitry of Benjamin : for the right of inheritance 
(i9]^ine, and the redemption [is] thine ; buy [it] for thyself. 
Then I knew that this [was] the word of the Lord, and done by 
9 his special direction. And I bought the field of Hanameel my 
uncle's son, that [was] in Anathoth, and weighed him the 
' money, [even] sereoteen shekels of silver ; about forty shillings. 
10 And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed [iti] and took wit- 
} 1 nesses, and weighed [him] the money in the balances. So I 
took the evidence of the purchase, [both] that which was sealed 
[according] to the law and custom, and [that which was] open ; 
the original andl^ounterpa¥tj or the deed qf assignment that «o« 
13 sealed^ and the cerJificate of the witnesses : And I gave the evi- 
dence of the purchase untp Baruch th^ son of Neriah, the son 
of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's [son,] and 
in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the 
purdias^ before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 
J4 f\nd I char|^ Baruch before them, spymg, Thus saith the 
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Lo»D of hosts, the God of. I«ael^ T^ke; the§c evidences, this 

evidence of the purchase, both which is sokled, and this evidence 
1^ v?hic;h is open ;. and p\it them, in an earthen vessel, that they 
* may continue many days ; may be Hid under ground for greatef* 
!5 security^ and fifoduced after the cafithnty. For- thus s^th the 

Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Houses ai^d fields and vine* 

yards shalj.bp possessed a^ain iu t:.L „.:... 
1.6,'. ' Nqw when I' had delivered the evidence of tliejpurchase unto 
\7 ftaru.ch»ttie son of Neriali, I prayed unto tljie Lord,* saying, Ah 

Ivord G(j)b J behold, thou hast made the heateii andjiiLearth 

by thy. jjreut power ai>d strelciied out arrri, [andy there is^OTiing 
18 too haijdjor thee : Thou showest l<5vin^ 'kindness unto thou- 

SvindsIaU(J rei^Qnigensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom 

qf their cbildrcp.aflvr , them : the Great, the Mighty God, the 
J^^.LoRt) P.f h^stsf^Hs]. his name, Great irf counsel, and mighty in 

worisj, or'exccui7qn ': for thine eyes [afc] open ijpon'ali the ways 

■ 0^ tl>9 jSOns. p( ^len. : tJo give every one acc^ordinp; to his ways, 

io. and.ac5COtding't'o'|he fruit of Ins doings ; Which hajSt set sjgBs 

^. ^nd wpi|d^^is an the land of Egypt, "wh'cA are remembfredj [elenl 

unto this day,. and 'in Israeli and an)ong [other] tncrij iMna* 

• tiont round abput^ and hast ipade thee a name, a$ at this day j 

21 And b^i' broiig^jt forth thy people Israel out of the land of 
Egypt > with signs^ and with wbpders, and with a strong handi 

22 and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror ; And hast 
^g'^ven theijrji this land, which .thou didst, swear to their fathers to 

65 givetneni, a. land flowing with ipilk.i/.u Ik ii.v , .\;.;' ^i-> ^aiie 
. in, and possessed it ; but they obeyed not thy voice, ncithbr 

walked in thy law ; they have done nothing, comparatryely^ 

of all t|\at thcfn commandedt^t them to dtp : therefore thou hast 
24 cause^ all ttiis evil to come upon them : Heboid the mounts, 
. , they, ^re pn^e linto the city to take i"t ; and the city is given 

into tfi^.^ian^ of tlie Ch^deans, that'figl^ against ifj'bcc^ause of 
' , the SrW,^()^,, andj of the fami^h^, and ofxhp pestilence ; and what 

thou luist gpol^cn ts come to pass ; and, behold, thob seest .[it.] 
^^' And thpu ntist sriid i\nto me, O Lord ppn, Puy thee the field 
, fpr money:; and take witnesses ; fQr,^?*a/r/iowif A,the city is given 
; into the ha^Kl of the Chaldeans, a^ud thcrrjore I have no prospect 
' [ o/'cfijoylng I'. i • ' .1 * ." 

26.^27 , Xhen came the word oft-own unto Jeremiah, fijiying, Be- 
7 " ■' hold, ^ I [am] the Lord, the *Gc)d of all flesh : Is thdr^ any thipg 

• too hs^rfj for nie r / tan easily surmoynt all the dijJi^Mtie^tkoii 
28 fjre^/e8^\ Therefore thus salth the Lord > Bj^hpld, I will .give 

'. thiif aty into the hand of the, Chaldeans, ipd'imo^iic'hapd of 

29. Nebiichadnezxar king of Babylon, and he«hall talfe it \ fsx\ii ^l^c 

' CVjdeans, thut fight against this city^hall come. anVT set fire <m 

this city, and burn it with the^^houses'/ upon whose ropfs they 

J Ij:- ^ 77'^. i* :r5e unto Baal, aji^ poured out drink dfTerings 

« ^4r««itlih'4ld: it OcB xoKimandad IMSi^ btit be i»iAfced to nnderelbod ^^^km^^i^gf 
firm'ui«r)ce'^perhtT^nh£jtS)au^htUutcbe Uure<iteutfiK.W4U retokcA* smd t^r^lM pra^^Bf 

CoA Jbi aft l-Vliiurior:. • • . »^ . . - -# ' ^^ . 
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'*^ '^Wit&ck)fier%ifAk'in'Me'm6irillm^ muhditmsrmaniier^no provoke 

•icr^iilfeloangiJr. ^ ForJtb«Jcliildr^D of Israel and the children 6f Ju- 

' <lah hftve ohiy ddlfie'et^lbeibfe' rite frowi theif f(Aj4h- ? for the cliil- 

. dPfenr of Israel hateonly T)i«owAed iiietb«iig^r vWi the wojrk of 

3 1 theirh^tKh, si&h t)]>e LdB^x F«r this kikf htttli teen (o me [as] 

a piovocation of iriine an^^er and of my fury from the day that 

they huiltjt,yh3m jSd/dWPhV rfone, ^hbh t was beautified and com- 

* , ^plefed ; tha^JfKff^olgtry begariy and' has continued CTen unto 

. ,, this day %, tfasfcl sho^d rer(iove it frosu tiefi^ ipy feee ; ^^<^- 

32. fqjg^'i V^Ul wii^dratif tny f^rotcct^ion from /f^ Because of all Afe evil 

. fliPpJe children of b^^.-aod of ti^e ehiltk^p of Jtjdah, /f h^ch 

> they have fi9tiitq pcav^lb me, to an^er^^tl^ey^ their icings, their 

. princest their, priests, ami. their prop£utto, and jtT>e iiicJi oT Jiulabf 

33 and inhabitapts. of Jerusakp^. . And, tl^ey have turned unto nie 

,the blacky and not^tb^.f^qe^ :^hough I, taught them) rising op 

early and te^^bing [them,]. yet they have not hearkened to re- 

.34 (^ive infttJTUictiQfi. - But they set their abominations in the Louse, 

35 wi)icb is called by.my nam^, to defile it^ ^d "they built t^ 

higb places of Baal, ^hich [are] in ]lbe valley of the s^n of Hui« 

nom, to cause, their sons axKi ,th^ir daugh,ter9 to pass thtoufh 

. , [the fire] unto MoJi^cb > .which I, cpfn^ion^c^ tliem not, veithf r 

came it into ray, mind) tbfit tliey s^oaU do thi$ abominatiani^ ^ 

ouisQ Jiudab to fin* j « 

26 And noif therefore Ibos saitb.U^e Loki?^ the Gpd of Israel, 

coneem)ng,this city, yvhereof yej^ay, in the language qftkapaiar^ 

It shall be delivered into tfie band ^f the king of Babylon, 4o ie 

destroffed by the sword) and by the famine, atid by the pesti- 

.97 lence } Behold^ 1 ^vill• gather them out of all countries, whither 

1 have driven tt^m in mine angef, and in ray fury, And in great 

ivr^th ; and I ; ^iU bring thenv again unto this place, and I will 

33 cause them to .dwell safely ? And they shall be my people, and 

2f9 I irjllyfrr their God : And I wjll give them one, heart,, and one 

l^y, a nevf /itart^ no. more- divided between God andidolsy^ that 

they may fear me £>r ev^, for the good of them, and of their 

40 children .after them : And I will make an everlasting coTenant 

wkh tliem,'lhat I will not turn away from then), to do them 

good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall riot 

4i depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 

and I win plaAi^them in this land assuredly with my whole 

heart and with mj whole soul ; with a true and lasting affec^ 

42 Hm, For thus sakh the Loan ; Like as I have, brought all this 
great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the 
good that I hay^ promised them ; / will Sue a» faithful to my 

43 firdmiifs a» I/iave been to my threalenin^s. And fields shall be 
bought in thia landi whereof ye say, [It is] desolate without 

44 man ofbeast ; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. Men 
shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal 

'{^em,] and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the 
^places about Jerusalem; and in the cities of Judah, and in the 
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cities of. the vioiiilttlii% Mid kitkecitiet of the ▼aOcf) aad ^ 
Ct/i A^ " ^^ ^1^^ ^ ^^ south : for I will cause tliclr capdvity to retuniy 
ssith the Loud ; they ihail have tuch plenty ^ moneys mtch a 
Jiqfirukmg trwUwuihu$d(mdryftJ^ they^/^lmy bnd^f^ 
miota Jermedem and other cf$ie9^ but oil aver the country. 

REFLECTIONS. 



1. Tj^ROM the circumstances of the prophet's purchase we 
X? may learn, that it is a matter of prudence andjhity lo 
he honest, punctual, and open in bargains and jales. If? haw 
them done by the best adrice, before competent and sensible wit* 
nesses, and to keep the deeds safe. This is necessary for the 
peace and prosperity of purchasers and their posterity. It is mnrh 
to be lamented that a most usefol act for registering deeds was laid 
aside by the artifice of those who make a figure, without substance 
to support it ; or who live by the feilures of deeds, and the doubtftd-^ 
ness of titles, wf wite man guideth hie effairu vkth ducretion. 

d. It is very desirable to know the full meaning and extent of 
God*s will ; whether by his word or providence. It is our dutyt 
like Jeremiah, implicitly to obey the divine commands, however 
imide known to us. Yet we may huihbly desire to know their 
meaning, as our obedience in that case will be more resdy and 
cheerful ; and therefore it becomes us to look to God by pcfttp 
that he would show us what and why he requires of us. ^mtymem 
lack wiedom^ lei him ask it (^ Ood. 

3. In the most gloomy prospects it is good to dwel) on the <fi<- 
vine perfections and promises ; both to promote our reverence and 
patiencci and encourage our hope. Jeremiah mentions those per^ 
fections of God in his prayer which have this tendency ; and God 
himself, in his answer, reminds him of them. And this answer 
shows us, that he can retrieve national afiairs, and revive the inter- 
ests of his church when it is at the lowest ebb. He can lilcewise 
revive his work in our souls ; for nothing is too Ittrd for him. 
What he did for Israel, and what he hath promised to do for Ins 
people, are sufficient grounds for thankfulness and cheerfol ezpec* 
tation. 

4. A change of heart and life, are necessary to the acquisition of 
the divine favour and acceptance. When God promises the Jews a 
happy return to and prosperity in their land, he promises to give 
them one hearty and to put his fear within them. And thus must oor 
hearts be one ; entirely devoted to God ; and not divided between 
him and the world, or any creature. Our obedience must be en- 
tire and hearty ; and we must, in order to this, seek to God, that 
he would implant good dispositions and principles in us ; and unite 
our hearts to/ear hi% name. Then he will do us goodj and that with, 
all his heart and soul, and at length bless us with an inheritance ii> 
the heavenly country, incorrnptibley undrfiied^ and that fiideth nee 
away. ^^ 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

tn which God firomhet the Jeviw a graciou* return from captivity^ a 
Mettled government J and, in due thncj Christ the Branch of right eoun" 
nes8» 

\ Ty/TOREOVER the word of the Lord came unto Jeremith 
XVJL the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court 

3 of the prison, saying. Thus saith the Lord the maker thereof, 
of Zion and Jeruaaleniy the Lord that formed it, to establish or 

3 regulate it ; the Lord is his name ; Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not ; an exfiression of God's favour to the firofihet and 
qfhii kindness to hisfieofile ; as if he had saidy I will make further 
discoveries qfmy kind intentions to Israel^ not only in their return 

4 from captivity y but in the blessings qfthe Messiah's kingdom. For 
thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of 
this city, and concerning the houses of the kings oif Judah, which 
arc thrown down by the moimts, and by the sword ; that ?», by 
engines and fnattocks ; (the next verse comes in as a fiarenthesis 
concerning thefiresent state qfJerusalemy and the ruin coming ufl» 

5 on it ;) They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but [it is] to 
fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine 
anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid 
my fiu:e from this cily ; that is, those from the country that come 
to attack the besiegers^ or the besieged themselves sallying oufy will 

i only ftrovoke them to do so much the more mischief. Behold, I will 
brings it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal 
unto them the abundance of peace and truth ; or, J ivill grant 
their firayet for fieaCe and truth ; I will restore their cafitivity, 

7 and heal their civil and sftiritual disorders. And I will cause the 
captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to retui-n, and will 

f build them as at the first. And I will cleanse them from all 
their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me ; and I will 
pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and where- 
by they have transgressed against me ; / will remit thr punish' 

9 ment qf their iniquities. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a 
praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, M'hich 
shall hear all the good that I do unto them : and they shall fear 
and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that 
I procure unto it ; they shall be struck with religious awcy ttJidgive 
glory to me for what I harve done for them, 

10 Thus saith the Lord ; Again there shall be heard in this 
place, which ye say [shall be] desolate, without man, and with- 
out beast, [even] in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem, that are desolate, without man and without inha!)itant, 

11 and without beast, The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom,' and the voice of the bride, tlie voice 

, of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of hosts \ for the Loan 
Vin..y. Bbb 
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[is] good ; for his mercf [eiulureth] for erer : [and] of them 
that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. 
For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the 
first, saith the Lord : tAcre 9haU be common and religious joy 
in their famiHet and in their temple s all wMeh «ot fidfiUed in 
£zra*9 time, 

13 Thus saith the LoBi> of hosts ; Agaio io this place, wh|di is 

^ desolate without man and without beast, and in all tke cities 

thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing [their} flocks 

13 to lie down. In the cides of the mountains, in the cities of the 
vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of BenuuniBy 
and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, 
shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth 
[them,] saith the Lord ; nho counteth themy as they go in or 
come out qf the fold, ThenfoUov>9 a prophecy qf Chritty and the 

U continuance of the gonfiel. Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will peribrm that good thing which I have prom- 
ised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 

1 5 In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Bcanch of 
righteousness to grow up unto David ; and he shall execute 

16 judgment and righteousness in the land. In those days shall 
Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely : and this [is 
the name] wherewith she shall be called. The Lord our right- 
eousness ; the church thail be called by the name of Chriat^ witia 
the seat ffhis residence^ aa the righieousTtena qfita members i* cfc- 
rivedfrom him^ and they are dedicated to him, 

17 For thus saith the Lcrd ; David shall never want a man to 
\% sit upcn the throne of the house of Israel ; Neither shall the 

priests the Levites want a man before me to ofler burnt ofTerings, 
and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice coDlinually ; 
Christ %haU reign aa a kingy and be a prieatfor ever, 

19 And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiahs saying, 

20 Thus saith the Lord ; If ye can break my covenant of the day, 
and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day 

3 1 and night in their season ; [Then] may also my covenant be 
broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to 
reign upon his tjjrone ; and with the Levites the priests, my 
ministers ; that i>, God will always have those who shall preachy 

%2 profess and adorn the gospel. As the host of heaven cannot be 
numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured : so will I mul- 
tiply the seed of David my servant, the spiritual seedy the people 
of Christy and the Levites that ministet* unto me. 

23 Moreover, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 

24 Considerest thou not what this people hate spoken, (referring 
to their enemies deridingy or to the Jews despairingy) saying. The 
two families which the Lord hath chosen, Israel and Judahy he 
hath even cast them off"? thus they have despised my people, 
that they should be no more a nation before them ; as if they 

25 were never like to be a nation again. Thus saith the Lc Ro j 1£ 
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my covenant [be] not with day and night, [and if] I hare not 
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, day and nighty 
S6 summer and winter ; Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob* 
and David my servant, [so] that I will not take [any] of hb seed 
[to be] rulers over the see4 of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : for 
I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them : 
th^ christian church ahall never ceaae to the end tfthe world. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1, ^T^HE visits of God to his people are sufRctent to make any 
X place and circuoistance comfortable, v. 2, 3. God came 
to Jeremiah widi very gradons promises. He had before complain- 
ed bitterly indeed of his grievous messages, when he had peace and 
liberty ; here he hath comfortable ones, while confined. God can 
thus visit his people, and often does, when confined and afflicted ; 
and makes tleir secret chambers delightful. None of their enemies 
can debanr them from his visits. If we desire his gracious presence 
with us in seasons of trouble, we must earnestly pray for it, v. 3, 
.and then we may hope that as our tribulations abound^ our consolations 
in Christ will much more abound. 

2. We here see the happy effects of divine discoveries and fa- 
vours, V. 6^ Thus God merdfiiUy deals with diseased souls ; re« 
veals to them those important doctrines which are truth, »id im- 
parts that peace, which Christ has procured for them by his suffer- 
ings and grace ; Le heals their spiritual maladies, and restores their 
xomfort and cheerfulness. Let us study the truth as it is in Jesus ; 
receive it with meekness and lave^ labour to be in a state of peace 
with God ; and preserve our mhids in a state of serenity. This 
will be the best antidote against the evib of hfe, and the surest 
foundation of true pleasure and lively hope. 

3. Let us bless God for these promises ; rejoice that they have 
hitherto been fiilfiUed ; and depend upon the further accomplt^h- 
ment of them. We have seen the gospel spread to this day, amidst 
persecutions, enemies, and corruptions ; we have seen a succession 
of christian ministers, amidst all theifldiscouragements ; and are, 
as christians, the seed of David, that is, of Christ the son of David. 
Still is God maintaining his cause ; stirring up the spirit of some 
to devote themselves tor the service of the sanctuary, and raising up 
in our finnUies a seed to serve him. This, if we are christians in- 
deed, we cannot but behold with pleasure and thankfulness : and as 
surely as day and night, summer and winter, continue to succifed 
each other, so surely shall this be the case with the church to the 
end of the world. Let us rejoice in our relation to that church, 
whose name is The Lord our righteousness ; consulting its interests 
to the utmost of our power, and endearvouring to be a name, a praise, 
and an honour to the Lord^ who hath fiurchated us to hitnseifwith his 
awn bloods 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

VThile Jertiaalem tPo« beaieged^ the Egyfitiana came to helfi Zedekiafif 
and the Chaldeana drew off to Jight the EgyfiHatu ; during tkU 
time the eventa related in this cha/iter haftfiened, 

I ^ I ^HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 

X when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, 

and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the 

people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities 

d thereof, saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Go 
and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him. Thus saith 
the Lord ; Behold, I will gi?e this city into the band of the kiag 

3 of Babylon, and he shall bum it with fire : And thou shalt not 
escape out of his hand, but shah surely be taken, and delivered 
into his hand ; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king 
of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth A^ mouth, m a 

4 a tern angry manner^ and thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet bear the 
word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king of Judah ; Thus saith the 

$ Lord of thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword : [But] thou 
shalt die in peace : and with the burnings of thy fathers, the 
former kings which were before thee, So shail they bum 
[odours] for thee ; and they will lament thee, [saying,] Ah 
lord \ for I have pronounced the word, saith the Lord ; thou 
ahalt die a natural deaths and receive the usual marka of rta/iect 

6 which are paid to kings at their decease. Then Jeremiah the 
prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in 

7 Jerusalem, (for which he was imfirisoned, chafi, xxxii.) When 
the king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and 
against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, 
and against Azekah : for these defenced cities remained of the 
cities of Judah. 

a [This is] the word that came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 
after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all th^ 
people which [were] at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto 
them, when he thought judgments were cotning he began a r^/hr* 
• mation according to the taw in Exodus xxi. 3 ; That every mai) 
should let his man servant, and every man his maid servant, 
[being] an Hebrew or an Uebrewess, go free ; that none should 
serve himself of them, [to wit,] of a Jew his hrt^tr^ though sold 

10 either to flay their dehtsy or by the judges Jbr their crimes. Now 
when all the princes, and all tlie people, which had entered into 
the covenant, heard that every one should let his man servant, 
and every one his maid servant, go free, that none should serve 
themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let [them] 

\ I go. But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and 
the handmaids whom they had let go free, to retiu*n,aDd brought 
^hem iuto subjection for servants and for handmaids ; when the 
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kiege wa8 raUed Jbr a vfMle^ they laid hold o/ihem^ and brought 
them into bondage again i vfhich waMwone than if they had never 
let them go free, 
' 12 Therefore the -word of the Lord came to Jerenuah from the 

13 Lord, saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; I made 
a covenant with your fiithei's in the day that I brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmeii» 

14 saying, At the endof sfven years, or vfithinjhe termo/^even 
yearsylei ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath beoi 
sold unto thee ; and when be hath served thee six years, thou 
shalt let him go free from thee : but your fathers hearkened not 
unto me, neither inclined their c^r. This lap)^ and that concern^ 
ing the sabbatical yeoTy have bem neglected for several ages. 

15 And ye were now turned, and ha^ dcme right in my sight, in 
proclaiming liberty every man t^ bi» neighbour ; and ye had 
mad^ a covenant before me in the house which is called by my 

16 nan^ : Sut ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every 
man his servant, and every man his handnaid, whom he hath 
set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into 
subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids, 

17 Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Ye have not hearkened unto 
me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, imd every 
man to his neighbour : behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith 
the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine ; 
and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth, ji remarkable contrast I Ye have not given liberty to your 
brethren and neighbour s^ therefore I will give the stoordj the/ies^ 
tilencej and thefamine^ full commission and liberty to attack you 
nvithout (Control s and ye shall be slates among strangers and 

If enemies. And I will give the men that have transgressed my 
covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant 
which th^y had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, 

19 4ind passed bet\ireen the parts thereof. The princes of Judah and 
the prpces of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all 
the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the 

^0 calf ;* I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, 
and into the hand of them that seek their life : and their dead 
bodies shall be fop meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the 

3 1 beasts of the earth. And Zedekiah king of Judah and his prin- 
ces, will f give into ^e hand of their enemies, and into the hand 
of them that seek their life/ and into the hand of the king of 

23 Babylon's army, which are gone up from you. Beheld^ I vnU 
command, saith the Lord, and cause them to return to this 
city ; and they shall fight against it, and take it,\nd bum it 
with fire : and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation 
without an inhabitant. 

* Hereisanalluiioa to their manner of makinic covenants; they killed a calf, and befort 
k wai Uid on the altar, the covenanting |)artle« walked between the parts of it, and so made 
a kindof im|»recation, that God weald f cut them asunder if tber broke the covenant : this 
wa» a common cnstom among t1>e beatben, and as old as Abraham^i time. Sea G<a> xv. 17. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

4. /^BSERVE a remarkible mttnce of the goodness tnd 
V/ ieverit^ of God, in the case of Zedekiah. He was not 
erne of the worst of their kings ; but bf his disobedience to Godt 
and treachery to the king of ]^b^loii« to whom he swore allegiance, 
lie was dethroned, carried captite, ^A had hb eyes put out. Tet 
he lived \h honour at Babylon, died 'tn peace, and was buried with 
royal pomp. Thus judgment and mercy were mingled together : 
God punished his disobedience and falsehood ; yet showed him 
flome favour on account of his freedom from some of the vices of 
his predecessors. God will i^ot suffer disobedience and treachery 
to go unpunished ; ihr any ^degree of virttte and obedience to go 
tem^warded. f 

9. It may be useAil to bind ourselves by solemn engagements 
to our duty. Thus the Jews did, when they were informed what 
the law of Cod was concerning the release of their servants. 
The covenant was solenmly made and ratified in the house and 
presence of God ; and attended with imprecations of his wrath if 
they brake it. It may be serviceable to us to Imid ourselves by 
solemn vows to what is our duty ;^-aod often to remind ourselves of 
therii, and of the authority, omniM:ience, and power of God ; and 
thus to keep up a due apprehension of his wrath in case of disobe- 
dience ; and all is Tittle enough to fix our unsteady minds, and keep 
them firm to his commands. But we learn also, 

3. That if we break our vows to God, he will severely punish it. 
What could be more vile and infamous than the conduct of this 
^people to their servants ! It was not only an injury to them, but a 
high afiront to God, and a contempt of his law. They, as it is here 
wiid, ftoiiuted kU mmu^ and brought a rifiroaeh ufion M$ te&gicn ; and 
thert^ore he gave them over to all kind of calamities. This is too 
Soften (he case with the vows men make in the time of sickness and 
trouble ; they promise, and perhaps begin to reform ; but when 
4he troiri>le is over, their good resoluticns are gone ; they repent of 
their repentance, and become as bad, yea worse than before. But 
^de not deceived^ God U not mocked / dissembled re|)entance, and par- 
tiki reformation, are highly provc^ing to Mm ; and therefore onlr 
«dding deceit and treachery to other sins. In this case God wm 
repent of the good he intended us, and mi^e our punishment more 
remarkable and dreadliil. When thou htft voved a vovf^ defer not to 
Juty iu 
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Jeremiah U here ordered to go to the RachaHtee^ who on the t^tftroach 
of the Chaldeanrtook re/Uge m JeruBolem^ and to try their obedience 
to the command qf their father by offering them wine to drink: 
which they r^fiued : henee oecadon ie taken to ufibraid the Jem 
with their disobedience to the command* of God ; and a bieeieng ie 
pronounced on the Rechabitee, 

1 inr^HE wofd which came luHo Jcrexmah from the Lord in 
JL the days of Jehoiakim the son of Joaiah king of Judah,* 

% saying, Go unto the house of the Rechabitea^t and speak untoi 
them, and bring them into the house of the Loan, into one of 
the chambers, and give them wine to driidc, v^h Jonadab had 

3 forbidden them. See v. 8. Then I to<^ Jaataniah the son of Je- 
reaoiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, 

4 and the whole house of the Rechabites ; And I brought them 
into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of the sons of 
Hanan, the son of I^^daliah, a man of God, which [was] by the 
chamber of the prmces, which [was] above the chamber of 
Maaseiah the son of Shallimi, the keeper of the ooor, and 
near thefdaee where the sanhedrim or council woe heid^ to make the 

5 affair more ftubOc and eoiemn : And ( set before the aons 
of the house of the Rechalutes pots full of wine, and cups, 

^ and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. But they said, We will 
drink no wine : for Jbnadab the son of Rcchab our finther com« 
manded us, about three hundred y core be/ore this time^ {% Eings x. 
15.) sa3ring, Ye shall drink no wine, [neither] ye, nor your sons 

7 for ever : Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant 
vineyard, nor have [any :] but all your days ye shall dwell in 
tents ; that ye may live many days in the land where ye [be] 

• strangers.^ Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab, our £ither, in all that he hath charged us, to 
drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our 

^ daughters ; Nor to build houses for us to dwell in : neither have 

10 we vineyard, nor field, nor seed : but we have dwelt in tents, 
and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our 

1 1 father commanded us. But it came to pass, when Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, 
Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the 

* Thit wM in hte foorth year, when }enisalein was be«1egnl* wA many captiv«t tjAcen* 
and in which Daniel and hit cominnions were capied to Babylon. 

t Tbe«e people were a l>ranch of the family of ihe Ken'itri? descended from Mo«e5*s 
f;«ther in law tiobab. In Judgei i. 16. we read of Jon^iab the son nf Kecbab. who wn* a mnn 
of considerable eminence, and whom Jcfan cook with Mm into hit chariot to witucti hi« acai 
iat the honour of God. 

X The design of thit command was, that they shonid live quietly amnnji; the IsraeUtrs, 
and not be envied or 111 med. as they might have been had Hiey b^en trajesmen or hDsb;4iKi. 
men ; it might also be intended to preserve thrm frcm the temptaiioiis of Inxuiy ?inH intem> 
pcrancf « and the contagion of ill examples ; and th;tc in troubIev>me times tbcy mi;;ht mfirc 
eanir get away. Accordingly fhey were n^vrrincorporaterf with the Jcw^, nor oircu 
hat lived avtong them at frieiub, and wortb^pped the true Cod. 
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Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Sjrrians :* bo W0 
dwell at Jerusalem ; being obliged /or our own aecurity to break 
through this rule in ftartj and take shelter in this city, 
17 Then came the word of the Lord* unto Jeremiah, saying, 
13 Thus saith the Loan of hosts, the God of Israel ) Go and tell 
the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, WUl ye not 
receive instruction to hearken to my words ? sidth the Lord. 
U The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded 
his sons not to drink wine, are performed ; for unto this day 
they drink none, but obey ^eir father's commandment : not- 
withstanding I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking ; 

15 but ye hearkened not unto me. I have sent tdso unto you att 
my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending [them,} 
saying. Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend 
your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye 
shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your 
fiithers : but ye have not inclined your ear, rior hearkened unto 
me ; they have showed greater regard to a manj than you have 

16 done to God. Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab 
have performed the commandment of their &ther, which he 
commanded them ; but this people hath not hearkened unto me : 

17 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, all the evil that I have pronounced agunst them : 
because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard ; 
and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 

It And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus 
saith the Loan of hosts the God of Israel ; Because ye have 
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all 
his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath com' 

19 manded you : Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel ; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man t» 
stand before me forever ; that m, they Mhall continue to be a peoftle 
a hng time : or fierhafis the meaning may be^ none of them shall be 
slain in the a9sault ufion the city ; according to the marginal read* 
ingy there shall not a man be cut off from Jonadab the son of Re* 
chad to stand before me for ever,^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. /^B SERVE how acceptable to God, obedience and sub* 
V-/ jection to parents are. A reverence for the memory of a 
pious ancestor led these people to observe his ordinances ; and God 
put a mark of honour upon them. How reasonable is it then, for 
children and young people to obey their parents, when they require" 

* Nebochadnnnr* hnrinj^ conqoered the SjtUaa, recrmted hit army with theab aadi 
Woo^t them on thu expedition. 

t In I Chron. H- 55» we find, that some of thf m returned with the Jcwt after A* 
cafcivity, and lo had the privilege of worshipping tit God'c tettiptt. 
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•f them nothing hut what is an evident and important duty ? Let 
the solicitude which these people showed to keep up the customs of 
their ancestors, lead us to be concerned to keep up the entail of re^^ 
Bgion and the worship of God in our fiimiliesy from generation to 
generation ; rememb«:ring, that strict sobriety and moderation to 
this world, are the best means of preserving it : whereas pride 
a^ luxury are its bane and ruin. When young persons grow 
ashamed of the simplicity and the employments of their ancestors, 
amf are aspiring to a higher rank and place in life, they too often 
lose the religion of their ancestors ; and though they become more 
esteemed in the sight of men, are an abomination in the sight of 
God, and lose the greatest glory of the family. 

3. How much more reasonable and imporUnt is it to obey the 
commands of God ! How forcible was the argument used in this 
chapter to the Jews ? Jonadab was but a man, and had been kmg 
dead ; but God was their father and master, almighty, and eternal. 
He never tied thqn up to such severities as were enjoined upon the 
Rechabites. H]^ favours to the Jews were incomparably gteater 
than Jonadab*s to his children ; and he had reminded them of liis 
commands and &vours, by many propJKts and for many succeed- 
ing years. How absurd and monstms is it for young persons, 
though dutiful and affectionate to earthly parents, to forget God ! 
to cast off fear, and restrain prayer before him ! to be tractable 
and re^>ectful to men, but disobedient and rel>ellious to God ! Let 
us fear God our father in heaven ; and keffi hia eommandmenti^ for 
ihey are not grievouM ; and in keefiing qfthent there U great reward* 

3. What special obligations are chrisdans under, to celebrate the 
death of Christ at his table. The RedialHtes thought the will of a 
dying ancestor sufiknently binding, and they fulfilled it for many 
generations. I}ow inexcusable £en are those christians, who wiH 
not fulfil the dying command of a Saviour, in showing forth his 
death till he come ? That Saviour to whom they profess subjection, 
and owe all their privileges and hopes ? His authority and love 
should engage their obedience ; and to refuse it, is such ingratitude 
and inconsistency, as may justly fill them with shame, and alarm 
their fears : while those who punctually, regularly, and seriously 
fulfil their master's will, and act consistently, may cbeerhilly expect 
ills great and eternal salvation. 



CHAP. XXXVL 

In which Baruch writeth and fiubKcly read* Jeremiah*§ firophecy / 
Jehoiokimy hearing of this^ orders the roll to be fetched^ and bum* 
it ; ufion which Jeremiah denouncee Judgment against him ; and 
Baruch writes a new cofty. 

1 A ND it came to pass in the fourth year of JehoMim tho 
jlX son of Josiah king of Judah, [that] this word came unto 
VouV. / Geo 
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2 Jeremiah from the Loed, sayings Take thee a roH of a b9ok% 

or, a acroll of parchment rolled ufion a atick^* and write therein all 
the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and 
against Judah, and against all the nations, fmm the day I apako 
unto thee, from the days of Josiab, even unto this day ; write a 

S nummary qflho9€ tidnga thou hast delivered from time to time. It 
may be that the bouse of Judah will hear all the evil which I 
purpose to do unto them ; tbat they may return every man from 
his evil way ; tbat I may forgive their iniquity and their svuf 

4k Then Jeremiah called Barucb tbe son of Neriah ; and Baruch 
wrote from the moutli of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord» 

5 which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. And Je« 
remiah commanded Baruch, saying, I [am] shut up : I cannot 
go into the house of the Loan ; that ia^ I am a /irisoner ; or 

6 rather^ I am /or bid to go thither : Therefore go thou,, and read in 
the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words oC 
the Lord in tbe ears of tbe people in the Loan's house upon the 
fasting day, the day qf atonement ; and also thdU shalt reaid them 

7 in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cfties. It may be 
th^y will present their supplication before the Loan, and wiU 
return every one from Ms evil way : for great [is] the ang«e 
and the fury that the Lord hath pronounced against this people. 

8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah 
the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of 

9 tbe Lord in the Loan's house. And it came to pass in the 
fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the 
ninth month, ^that] they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to 
all the people m Jerusalem, and to all tbe people that cane 
from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem ; perhafisjbr the removal 

10 qfthat drought mentioned^ chap, xiv. 1, 2. Then read Baruch in 
the book tbe words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lo&ik| in 
the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the 
higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the L^)aj>*s house, m 
tbe ears of all tbe people ; probably out qfaome vfindow or balcony^ 
t/iat the people in the courts of the temple might the better hear him^ 

1 1 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shai^n, 
13 had heard out of the book all the words of the Lord, Then be 

went down into the king's house into the scribe's chamber ; and, 
lo, all the princes sat there, [even] Elisbama the scribe, ^nd De* 
laiab the son of Shemaiah, andEbiathan the son orAchbor,and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah tihe son of HaQa« 
13 niah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah declared unto them 
all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in 

• Thrte were fhf boolre thrn In use ; thlf may nccoont for the transposition of tbe "*«•«- 
ten in this prophecy, which were probably written On Buuiy tepwmte scrolls. ^^ 

t This was a proprr means to eiiect this end, and wonld leaye them ioexeusahic ; though 
God knew out in fact dkry would not hearken. 

t This was near a year after the fbrmer coamand $ he had pcvbthly bc^ rti^ Uto 

lelcct com|)anKS ^ this t^Bie* 
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ii fhe ears of the people.* Therefore all the princes sent Jehudl 
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shekmiah, the son of Cushif 
urtto Bahich, sayiiig, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou 
hast read in the ears of the people, and cotne. So Baruch the 
son of Nenah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 

15 And they said unto hiiri. Sit down now, and read it in our ears. 

16 Sb Baruch riead [it] in their ears. Now it came to pass, when 
^ey had heard all the words, they Were afraid both one and an- 
other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of 
all these words : im/iressed toith the firedictionB and threateningly 
they resolved to tell them the king, as they could do nothing without 

17 him. And they asked Baruch, saymg, Tell us now. How didst 

18 thoo .write all these words at his mouth ? Then Baruch answer- 
ed them. He pronounced all these words unto tne with his 

19 mouth, and I wrote [them] with ink in the book; Then said the 
princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah, and let 
no man know where yc be ; thinking that the book would provoke 
the king J and having a regard for Jeremiah and Baruch j they ad^ 
vited them to hide themitetve», 

tLO And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up 
the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the 

S 1 words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch 
the roll : and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber* 
And Jehudi read it in the ears of (he king, and in the ears of all 

tt% the princes which stood beside the king. Now the king ^at ih the 
winter house, in the ninth month : and [there Was a fit-e] on 

13 the hearth burning before him. And it came to pass, [that] 
when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, or rather^ columns or 
ftaragrafiha^ that he cut it with the penknife, and cast [it] into 
the fire that [was] on the hearth, until all the roll was consCm- 
cd in the fire that [was] on the hearth ; ahigh affront to God^ and 
a, declaration that he despised his precepts^ and dejied Ms threaten- 

54 ings. Yet they Were not afraid, nor rent their garments, [nei- 
ther] the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words, 
as they ought to have dOnej and aa Josiah did in the Uke case. In 
vfrse sixteenth it is said they were qfraid ; but^ being undef the 
influence of the king^ they began to think as he did^ at least to show 

is no/ear before him. Nevertheless, Elnathan and Dclaiah and Ge* 
mariah had made intercession to the king that be would no*bnrn 

S6 the roll : but he would not hear them. But the king command- 
ed Jerahmeel the soh of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of 
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeeh, to take Banich the 
scribe and Jeremiah the prophet i but the Lord hid them ; God 
so ordered matters that they were not discoveird, 

27 Then the word of the Loati came to Jeremiah, after that lie 
king had burned the roll, and the words which £aru<;h wrote at 

38 the mouth of Jeremiah, saying. Take thee again another roll) 

• MichaijJi terms to have done thif from a prod prinHple, «s Ws fathrrhad lent Banich 
p»e chaxntjer to resid out '•f ; he went to the srcrt carirt' cfficr, and tiM tht» g£ it j xhtf ^«»• 
Ifcift being too baty f attend rh« ttxnflc service ou a tut <1ji>. 
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aod write in it all the fomer words that were in the first rol^ 
39 which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. Aad ihmk 
shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus aaith the Loud ; 
Thott hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written there" 
in, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and de* 
stroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and 
SO beast ? intimating that tfd* vaa the ntlMance qf the whole. There- 
fore, thus saith the Loan of Jehoiakim king of Judah ; Be 
shall have none to sit upon the throne of David : and his dead 
body shall be cast out in ^ day to the heat, and in the night to 

31 the frost* And I will punish him and his seed and his ser* 
Tants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them^ and upon 
the inhaUtants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judab^ all 
the evil that I have pronounced against them ; bi^ tfley heariL- 
enednot 

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gate it to Baruch the 
scribe, the son of Neriah ; who vrrote therein from the mouth 
of Jeremiah all the words of the book whidi Jehoiakim king of 
Judah had burned in the fire : and there were added beude 
unto them many like words. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . T IC T £ Ai^ l^cre shown the end for which the scriptures weie 
V V written, and ministers preach, v. 3 — 7. It was by divine 
appointment that the scriptures were written ; and they are to be 
publicly read and explained, to engage men to connder^ and refient if 
their evil way9. It is a great encouragement to repentance that God 
vrill forgive their iniquity ; though without it he will not. . For this 
end ministers are to preach the word : and if, as in the case before 
us, they repeat the same sentiments, exhortations, or even dis' 
courses, it may be useful, that they tnay be better knon-n, consider- 
ed and remembered. They have a divine pattern fbf so doing ; and 
perhaps, those curious hearers, who are most ready to complain of ^ 
It, ne^ it most. The end of preaching is so important, that there ^ 
is need of line upon line, and precept upon precept, to save men 
from sin and desthiction. 

3. How vain are all the outward shows of piety, while the power 
of it IS wanting ! These sinful people proclaimed a &st, while they 
went on in their trespasses. These courtiers showed some rever- 
ence to the word of God at first, some respect to the prophet and 
his secretary : but the good impressions quickly wore off. When 
they saw how light the king made of the threatenings, they began 
to think there was nothing in them ; they contented themselves 
with asking impertinent questions about the manner of writing the 

• Which TosephoB tayi wn the case. There It a great difference between that clfmaie 
and oars ; a nvcr there it tomtf imet froato ovtf la a night» when ibe preceding ^y it very 
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^^frophet^ft sennoasf while they were not wrought upon by the ser* 
Aons themselves. So easily do men deceive themselves in the 
most weighty matters. How careful should we be that we heart 
consider) and obey the commands of the Lord, and tremble at his 
word. 

si How lamentable is the obstinacy of sinners when it leads them 
to despise the word of God. What horrible insolence was the king 
guilty of in burning Jeremiah's prophecy I What impatience under 
reproof! What an affront to God I He showed a steady determina* 
tion not to comply with the command, and express^ an impudent 
defiance c(f the threatening : thus he hardened his own heart, and 
set a bad example to hb courtiers and people. But observe how 
the chapter concludes : the same words were written in another 
book, and ihere were added unto them many Uke worda. Men may 
bum the bible, but not one tittle of it shall fall to the ground. Its 
tfareatenings stand in full force, and shall all be executed upon 
the disobedient \ who only prepare heavier judgments for them- 
selves, by their contempt of God's word and commandments : for 
it is as true of its threatenings, as of its promises, that the word qf 
God tiveth and aindeth/or ever* 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

The Sgyfitianf having rahed the Chaldean nege^ Zedekiah eende t0 
Jeremiah^ who firofiheciea the return qfthe Chaldeana^ and their vie* 
tory ; ufion which he m beaten and put into priaon. 

1 AND king iSedekiah the son of Jo^ah reigned instead of 
JTX Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah, in the room of 

S hie nephew^ and had taken qf him an oath qf homage. But nei- 
ther he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken 
unto the words of the Loan, which he spake by the prophet 

S Jeremiah. And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of 
Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of MaaAaeiah the priest to the 
prophet Jeremiah) saying. Pray now unto the Loan our God 

4 for us« Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the peo- 

5 pie : for they had not put him into prison. Then Pharaoh's 
army was come forth out of E^ypt : and when the Chaldeans 
that besieged Jerusalem heard udings of them, they raided the 
mege and departed from Jerusalem.* 

* TfiltH*h had broken hit Ingtoe with the kinf of Bahylen* wd entered tnto" ftn alllanre 
wtth th« kioff of Efyp*' ^''^ *he Egyptians came to help him ; upon this the Chalde^m left 
lemtalem, and went t«fac« cho tgy^^XjiSiM ; in which having tiMceedcd, they came again to 
itettegc 
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6 Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet hfttrii»!hf 

7 siiyingf Thus saith the Load, the God of Israel ; Thus shall 
ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto the to inquire of 
me ; Behold, Pharaoh's afiny, which is come forth to help you* 

t shall return to Egypt into their own land. And the Chaldeans 
shall come again^ and fight against thi& city, and take it, and 

f burn it with fire. Thus saith the LoTfln ; Deceive not your- 
selves, saying, The Chaldeans shall ^rely depart froni us : for 

10 they «hall not depart.. Forthough ye had smitten the whole 
army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remain-' 
ed [but] wounded men lunong them, [yet] should they rise up 
every man in his tent, and bum this city with fire ; God vdU 

Jind inttrumenU to execute hU fiurfiosca^ arid he can make the mo9t 
unlikely tucceaaful, 

1 1 And it came to pass, that when the army of the Cfhaldeans 
was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, 

13 Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the lai^ 
of Benjamin, to Anathoth^ where hia eatate lay^ to separate him- 
self thence in the midst of the people ; perceiving that he could 
do no good ^n the city^ he thought it beat to retire with the people 

IS who were going to look to their affidra in the country. And when 
he was in the gate of Benjamin^ a captain of the ward [was] 
there, whose nanoe [was] Imjah, the son of Shelemiah, the son 
of Hananiah the JkUe prophxt^ whoae deatkJeremuUi had foretold^ 
and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saybg, Thou falTest away to 
the Chaldeans ; thou art going to them in peraon^ to encourage 
them J becauae thou haat foretold their taking the city^ and hoit ex* 

U horted the king and people to tubmit. Then said Jeremiah, [h 
is] £dse ; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened 
not to him ; so Injah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the 

15 princes, to the chief officers 9f atate, Whefefefe the printes 
were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, that ia^acoutgedhim, 
and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the sbribe t for 
they had made that the prison. 

16 When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, atfid into the -^^ 
cabins, and Jeremiah had remained ihere many^ays, till the siege 

\7 began again ; Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out i 
and the king asked htm secretly in his house, for fear of the 
princea^ and said. Is there [any] word from the Loan ? And Jer- 
emiah said. There is : for, said he, thon shalt be delivered into 

18 the hand of the king of Babylon; Moreover Jeremiah said 
unto king 2Sedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or 
against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put 

19 me in prison ? Where [are] now your prophets which prophesi- 
ed unto you, saying. The king of Babylon shall not come 
against you ; nor against this land ? you aee the siegeiareTtcvfed, 

. iO and the city in danger. Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O 
my lord the king : let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted 
before thee ; that thou cause me not to return to the house ol 
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3 1 Jonatl^an the scribe, lest I die there.* Then Zedekiah the king 
commanded that tj^ey should cdmmit Jeremiah into the court of 
the prison, and that th^y sKould give him daily a piece of bread 
out of the bakers* £tree^, untU all the bread in the city were spent. 
Thus Jeremiah remained in tjie court of the prison, where he had 
more liberty and free air. 

REFLECTIONS. 

t. O E£ |k>w absurd it is^ for persons to desire the prayers of 
. O mio'Sters, when they will not regard their exhortations. So 
Zedekiah did ; and this is too common a ca^ in times of distress : 
men are then glad of the prayers of their friends and ministera^ 
whom^hey before slighted ; they are desirous to receive consola^ 
tion from those, from whom they never would receive advice. But 
there is little reason to hope for any success from such prayer ; 
and ministers have no consolation to administer to the disobedi- 
ent ; for- they must stiU say, as God says, There i> no peace t9 
the wicked. 

Q. The delay and suspension of divine judgments, too oflen 
harden sinners in their evil v^iys. While the Chaldeans besieged 
Jerusalem, there were some signs of remorse rjnong the people ; 
when they retired the Israelites grew bad again. This is often the 
case with sinners ; decauae sentence agahut an evil wart is n6( speeds 
Hy executed^ when judgments are at a distance, thty go oh to do 
nmcketUy. When God afflicts them, they etttertain some serious 
thoughts and good resolutions ; but when the affliction is gone, their 
goodness is gone too ; and they return to folly again. Thus they 
deceive themselves. But the dbteraitnatiiHi of God is peremptory, 
ttiat sjteefit men repent^ t key shall perish. 

3. See the power of God over all cveatures, v. 10. He is the 
supreme commander of all armies, and can do whet he fdeases with 
them. He is never at a loss for instrmnents ; they may be weak 
and unlikely, but they shall execute his purposes. Wh^her we 
hope for nothing from them, or fear nothing from them, if God 
directs them they ihatt prosper. Without him, vain is the help of 
man : with him) sufikient is the power of the weakest. How much 
more reasonable then is it to fear him, than any human power \ 
The principal reflection is, 

4. How wretched is the state of a sinner, who is always contend* 
hig with his own conscience. There is something strangely unac« 
countable in the conduct of Zedekiah. He had seen the death of 
his brother, and the captivity of his nephew and sister, exactly an- 
awering the divine prediction by Jeremiah. He began his reign 

• It ivas 9 reparkaMe iiMCance of the prophet's coaraKT ^9^ ffitfaAilnett. that he deliTeib 
ed this message ^nen he \%aA a pf cition to present for himself* which weald have bees riiOiv 
likcrlf to Mve succeeded had he ddiverrd a more Csvoarable one ; especially to opbratd Zrc lc« 
• k)^ with his false iirouhets. When he spoke in God's name, he was bokl as a lion ; btiC 
when he petitloocdtor himself* nothing cau be more modest, dccait, and rcspcofol chaa kt» 
rci^aesc 0. 
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with these awful objects in view ; he saw God's judgments on oth- 
crsf and felt them himself ; yet he continued unhumbled. Some* 
times he was under strong convictions ; then in&tuated by his evil 
counsellors. Sometimes he desired Jeremiah's prayers ; then he 
consented to put him in prison ; then sent for him to know what 
the Lord said ; and yet rejected Ids commands. This is the case 
with many now : they show some reverence to God's ministers^ 
and attend upon ordinances, yet continue unaflbcted and unsanctifi- 
ed : often uneasy in their own minds ; sometimes full of alums 
and fears ; then settle in a fidse peace. TAe meted are HJte ^ 
troubled 9euy that cannot reit. If we deure to be easy and happy, 
let us reverence the word of God, hearken to the voice of his min- 
isters ; and kee/i a eonscienee void qfi^ence toward^Godf mtd tfowortf 



CHAP. XXXVHI. 

In which U reiatid JeremM9 cot^fimewuni in the dungeon ; Ebedmt^ 
Uch?9 eucce— in getting it mitigated ; and hie couneel to the king. 

1 rnr9 HEN Shephatiah the soh of Mattan, and GedaKah the 

X son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Ft- 

shur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeranisfa had 

spoken, or^hadueedtosfteak unto the fieofik^ and which JkeetiU 

refieated privately in the court tf the ftrieony unto all the people, 

S saying, Thus saith the Loan, He that renuu&eth in thk cky 
shall die by the sword, by the &mine, and by tte pesttlenoe : 
but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live ; for he sbaU 
have his life for a prey, and shall live. Thus saith the Loan, 
This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Bab- 
ylon's army, which shall take it. Therefore thae princes said 
unto the ktiig, We beseech thee, let Ais warn be p«it to deatb : 
for thus he weakeneth the hands olthe man of war that remain 
in this city, and the hands of all the people, in s^peaking such 
words unto them ; for thb man seekeUi not the welfare of this 
people, but the hurt, by making the fie^Ue de^fmr qf euccen. 
Then Zedekiah the king stud. Behold, he [is] in your hand; 
for the king [is] not [he that] can do [ay] thing against you : 
hie hande are eo vfcakened that he daree tmottfioee you^ eefiecialiy 
at thie critical time. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him 
into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, or^ tfthe 
king^ that [was] in the court of the prison : and they let down. 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungecm [Aere was] no wa* 
tcr, but mire : so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.* 

** jMephot ttyt, tq> to hit Bcck. 
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7 . Now when Ebedmelecb the Ethiopian^ one of tbe eunuchs 

whkh was in ibe king's bouse^ one of his officeruy who was a ftros' 

ely(€f heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon ; the 

king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin, fuArre he heard causes ; 

S Ebedmelecb went forth out of the king's houses and spake to the 

9 king mVA grsat courage^ sayings My lord the king, as the hand of 

God'h so awfuUy against usj these men have done evil in all that 

they hlMrct done to Jeremiah the pirophe.t, whom they have cast 

into the dungeon ; and he is like to die for hungea* in the place 

where, he is ; for [there is] no n^ore bread in the city, and we 

10 are oU m danger qf dyi^g by famine as well as he. Then the 
kif g oommanded Ebedmelecb the Elthiopian, sayhig, Take from 
hence thirty men. with thee to assist^ if^any should o/i/iose fkre, 
and ti^e up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he 

1 1 die. So Elbedmelech took the men with )4m, and went into the 
bouse of the kmg under the treasury, and took thence old cast 
clouts, or ciothes^ and old rotten rags, and let them down by 
cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah* ^^^^^ ^^' cords might not 
hurt him ; which they firobabty had done before^ being let down 

12 roughly. And Ebedmelecb the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, 
Pol now [these] old cast clouts, and rotten rags under thine 

13 arih holes; under the cordd* ..And Jereiniah didso. So they 
drew up Jeremiah with coi^s, and took bin} up out of the 
dungeon ; and Jeremiah remained in the court c^the prison. 

14 Then Zedekiah the king seat, and took Jeremtah the prophet 
tmlo him into the tiMrd entry that [is] in tbe house of thel^RO ; 
ntt0 a ftnvaJif room in the third gate bsfween the king's house and 
the temfik : and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 

15 thing ; hide nothing from me. Then Jeremiah said tinto Zede- 
kiah, If I declare [it] unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to 
death ^ andif I give thee counsel wilt thou not hearken unto me ? 
or, Wilt tkountu/iut me to dcaib^ though I give thee such counsel as 

16 thou wilt not like to hear. So Zedekiah the king sware secretly 
unto Jerewah, saying, [As] the Loan liveth, that made us this 
soul, and on whose ptftservaiionUhy life and mine dejwnd^ I will not 
put tbce to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of tliese 
men that seek thy life ; not /irondsing to take his advice^ but onfy 

. \7 that /r< ftfould not, put him to death. Then said Jeremiah unto 
Zedekiah, Thus saith tlie Lord, the God of liosts, the God of 
Israel ; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the kine of Bab) - 
Ion's princes, and treat with (hem, then* thy soul shall live, and 
this city shall not be burned with fire ; and thou shalt live, and 

18 thine house : But if thou wUt not go forth to the king of Bab- 
ylon's princes, then shall this city be jjiven into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, and they shall bum it with fire, and thoii shalt 

19 not escape cut of their band. And Zedekiah the king said unto 
Jeremiah, I am afraid of the. Jews that are fallen to the Chalde- 
ans, those who according to thy directions have sumndfrrd jlitm* 
selves ; I ojn terribly af-aiJ^ lest they deliver me into their band, 

Vol. V. D d d 
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and they mock me. 2*m «w» very wiHkefy, a* tfiey knev'k to de 
the Lord'8 command that he %hmild do ao : or if they •hotiU nmek 
him^ (he dread of that tPiw no sufficient rettmm /br hU diaobedienee. 
SO But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliyer [thee :] Obey, I be* 
seech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee : ao 

2 1 it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shaU IItc. But if thou 
refuse to go forth, this [is] the lirord that the LoRS halh showed 

22 me : And, Behold, all the women that are left in the kia^ of 
Judah's house [shall be] brought forth to the kaig of Babylmi's 
princes, and those [women] shall say. Thy friends have set thee 
on, and have prevailed against thee ; evm tht momem iMi mock 
thee for thy folly and obstinacy ^ f which vfUlbe Vforse^mn |f men 
'should do it J when they see thee bUrnd cmd cafitrm s aim mfibrdd 

thee with thy folly in hearkening to evil cowweliorsf tphv^prcvmUd 
with thee to thy riin ; and they shall be the fim to fbrsake thee 
and go to the Chaldeans : thy feet are simk in the mhre^ cAoiit art 
fallen into cSfficuUies out qf which thou knowest not how to eocafie^ 
[and] they are turned away back ; thy Jriendo- have forsaken 

23 thee and Iqft thee destitute. So they shall bring out all thy 
, wives and thy children to the Chaldeans : and thou shalt not 

escape out of their hand, but skott be taken \ff the hand of the 
king of Babylon : «nd thou ihali cause this city to be Domed 
with ftre* r 

24 Then s^ Zedekkh unto JevemiolH Let no man know of 
2i these words, and thou shaft not die. But if the princes hear 

that I have talked with thee^ and they" come unto tbee^ and say 
unto thee, Declare tmto os now what thou hast slid ubto the 
l^ing, Jiide it ' not from us, and we will not put thee to death ; 

26 also v^at the king sai^^ unto thee : Then sinilt thou say unio 
them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would 

2T not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, lo die there. Then 
came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him : and be 
told them according to all these words that the king had 
commanded ; whicn no doubt was true^ as he had asked this 
favour ; so that he told Jhe truth, tkomgh not the whole truths 
which he was not obliged to do. So they left off speaking with 

28 him ; for the matter was not perceived. So Jeremiah abode in 
the court of the prison until the day that Jerutolem was taken : 
and he was [there] when Jerusalem was taken. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T]\TE here see how the characters of good and useful men 
V V may be misrepresented. Jeremiah is described as a 
person that was seeking the hurt of the city, whilp he was its best 
friend, and^ sought its good above any one else, as he would have 
brought them to God, to doty, and to happiness. The king had a 
kindness for him, but was so base and cowardly that he \vouId not 
publicly avow it. It is no marvel if the best men are still rtpre- 
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f eotgd as cuemiics to ilbt atate^ i^d to public peace. The reason is, 
that ipen love to go on in their sins, and are displeased mth every 
one who would reform themj or make them uneasy in their wicked 
practices. 

2. God can raise up friends for his people where they least ex- 
pect it. Who would have thought of Jeremiah's iinding a friend 
at court ? and that an Ethiopian proselyte ; wlule the Israelites 
persecuted him* This friend acted with great zeal and courage, 
dealt plainly with the king, and ventured his place and head to 
save the prophet. Thus. can God at any time, and in any place, 
raise up friends to bis servants, and deliver them out of tlieir 
troubles^ 

3. How absurd and impious is it to disobey God, from a ,fear of 
b^ng mocked or bantered by men. How meanly and ridiculously 
dSd Zedekiah act, in being moi;e afraid of the jests of a few of bis 
subjects, than of the displeasure of the Almighty. This fear goes 
a gpfat way with many persons i^ow,% especially with the -young : 
they are disposed to do-their ^uty, and to )>e firm in it ; byi they 
arf ^raid their acquaintance should laugh at them;. . These fears 
ai:^ often groundless ; and there is, as in the case of Zedekiah, a 
8ecret,r«^erence for those who are good in such as wiU not imitate 
them.' How weak and childish a spirit is that, wluch-cannot'bear to 
]>e laughed at, rather than gr^e up faith and a good conscience. 
Such« as the prophet tells Zedekiah,. will be worse laughed at bere- 
»fter : wicked men and devils will sev^ely mock thenH for loving 
the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

. 4. Amidst our greatest zeal for God and religion, we ought pru- 
dently to consult our own welfare* While we are harmless as 
doves, as to giving offence, and bold as lions in the cause of God, 
we ought to bo wise as serpents. This affair was prudently concert- 
ed between the king and the prophet ; there was no lie nor equivo- 
cation. He spoke the truth, but not the whole truth ; and this he 
ivas notobfiged totelL It is wrong to expose ourselves to danger^ 
when no good can be answei^ by it. We should walJ( .cij^jcumtiect^ 
/y, not aaJooU^ but at vdac. 



CMV. XXXIX. 

In which wt have an accotmt (^ JcrusaUm bein^ tdken ;' qf^rdeltah 
being made blindy and Bent to Babylon ; of the city being rmnedj and 
f Ac fieople taken cafitive. , . 

' .1 TN the ninth year oC Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth 
X month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his 

, 2 army against Jerusalem, and'.they besieged it. [And] in the 
eleventh yearof 2Scdekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth [day] 
of the month, the city was broken up ; a/ter t%vo years siege a 
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S breach vda made^ and the city vM taken by storm. And all the 
princes of the king of Babylon came In, and sat in the middle 
gate, [even] Nergalshartzer, Samgfamebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris* 
Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with jail the residue of the princes of 
the king of Babylon. 

4 And it came to pass, [thatf when Zedekiah the king of Judah 
saw them, and all the mdn Qtyv^iv^ then they fled, and went forth 
out of the citj by njght,^ by the ^ay of the king*s garden, by tht 
gate betwixt the two walls : aiid he went ont the way of the 

5 piaih. But the Chaldeans*' army f<ti!*siied afttr them, and over- 
took Zedekiah in the plain's of 161* icho : ahd when they had 
taken him, they brqught him up to Nebuchadnezzar ^ting of 
Babylon to Riblah in theJand of Hamath, which fqy to the north 
of JerusaLerti^ and where he waited to hear of the stitce'ti^ <^ the siegCy 
where he gave judgnacnt upon hint ; thai «, tailed a council^ by 
which' Zedekiah was condemned as' a rebellious nubject^ and a trrn- 

6 for to the king of Babylon^ he having violated his oath. Then 
the king of Babyten slew the sons of Zedekiah in Ribhih be- 
fore his cytis ; who must have been youngy as Zedekiah waw but 
thirty two years old : also the khig of Babylon slew afi the no- 

7 Wes of Judah that were taken prfsdnert*. Moreover he put out 
Zedekiab's ^ycs ; he first slew his children, and then put out his 
cyesy that no other object f night thritst cut the idea of that bloody 
scene ; and bound him' with chains, to carry htm to Babylon, 
vi/iere he had time to refeH on hih guilt in bringing these calamities 
on his fronds and himself by his obstinacy^ 

% And the Chaldeans burned th*e king's hmise^ and the houses 
of the people, with fire, and. brake down the walls of lenisalem'. 
' 9 Thfen Nebuzarddart the captfiiin of th'e guard carrifed away cap- 
tive' into B53i<)ylon the remVitint of the people that rfemained in 
th^ city, and those that feil'tf way, that fell to him, who tohk fere- 
iniah*s advice and surrendered,' With the Test of the people that 

10 remained. But Nebuzarfedan , the captain of the guard left of 
the pci6}»6f the people, Which hah nothing in the tand of Judah, 
and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time, that the 
land might not grow qidu^vnldand be. overrun by beasts, . 

1 1 Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, gave charge concern- 
ing Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain^ of the guard, sajong, 

12 Take him, and look well totiim,*and do him no harm ; but do 
unto him. even as he shall say \»Ho thee : having been informed^ 
by some it^ho had gone over to the Chaldeans of what Jeremiah had 

foretold^ what he had advised Zedekiah to do, and what he had suf- 

13 fered on these account; So Nebuzaradan the captain of the 

guaid sent, and Nebushasban, .Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, 

14 Rabmagiand all thekingof BabyTon's-princei ; Even theyi|sent, 
and took Jeremiah out of the <}6urt of the prison, and tomitiitted 
him unto Gedaliah the son bfXhikam the son of Shaphan^ that 
he should carry him home ; ' so he dwelt among the people ; 
and thusy while the false firofifteth ioere destroyed by those judg* 
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' mcntB^hfck they ^d ^muM'never tome^ Jeremtah was aetufed 
*' /romihoBe which h^JbretM wokM acfuatlt/ come.^ ' • 

15 Now the word ^of the Lord came unto Jeremkh^ while he 

16 Was shut up in the court of the prison,' aayte^, Go and speak to 

* Ebedtndech the Ethiopiaftf ^iftg, Thus' saiih the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Isrtiel ; Benold, 1 1?iil bring my words upon' 
this city for evil, knd* not for good ; and they shall be [accoiii- 

iY plished] In that dby befot*e thee ; -or, ht thy sight. But I will de- 

' Hrtr tliee in that day, iaitli the Lord ; and thou shalt not be 

1i given into the handoT^t men'df whom thou [art] afraid. For 

* 5 ' 1 will surely deliver tfWfecJ fend t^dn dfalt not fell by the swofd, 
■ ' but thy life shall be for A "ptey unto Ihee t^ because thou blast put 

'' thy tnist iti me, saith tMho\Li>i'*Maififig' delivered my/irofihet^ 

' * Jhm'good firinc^kft and'withgi^ tburage, thh act 6f kindneab 

4hall fireaerve tMj Rfe.-^ JVa doiibt the Chaideani' heard of thisy and 

were thereby inclined to spare Ebedmelech amidaf the general 

desolation. 

REFLECTIONS. 

t« \ ICT £ l^cre tee how punctual and awful God is in MSShfig 
VV his tbreatenings. ^^eUah and his princes ivould not 
believe theiii> because the false pr^hets had deceived them ; but at 
length the diveful judfm^it c^nie, aed^eH'ovA wm AttlTe4 ^ ill 
iti terrors. So sinners promisejlheniselves imp«miQr4 asd jiarden 
theie hearts ; but God wtllbrifi^ hi^AViDrdi npo» them ^ tadlfiand 
ndt /oT.gaodi - An awfiil stsodiog^ ksioskctf the evil of sill) ndm cau« 
ii<*) totisthat wedoDOtiDiikel^tof it. .. * / : ^ ■ 

.' 3 . See* bow ill men judgs of the vatae of esrUily tbsiigs. . Amidst 
the calanitl^tof JuflhJi, the Hch sBen^werf driven' ftom; their fine 
.toiues snid linge estates^ • and the pobti who; bad jnothingi itere ; put 
into (^•dsessum of them. Tbe.richt wbo had. been cr^el oppressors, 
were cartkd captive ; and:|hdpfi&r oftbe land, y^ho bad.been op- 
pressed, were* now possoased off lari^e /estates, and liYed Jof pltfn^. 
The poor ' perhaps had juried ihq ri^,i and the.rieh .deftlMsad the 
poor ; but the condition oif the' pdofi. proved to be^fnostveligible- 
Such surpri^mg revolations are,.(rfteiB^ s^en in the oauncof piovi* 
clcnce,and therefore it becomeaus tp rejoice a$ tkoughmt vejoiced.not^ 
mnd KmeefiMthot^we w^ i¥4iisi»^ notbing belOWitjis cortain 
and stable. • ■ • . ; '--*■: .-.>.- . - . ,;... r •, ,•, 

3. We seethat God cfQseetijre his a<irvants amidst f^namldesD- 
laticfis. Whe^ a man'^way$ pUit$e the JL$rd, he cof^ffg^keitv^t^ his 
enemeMtobeat fieace with Mm* The j^ropdbet &UA<kb0lt<rii8age 
among enemies and heathens, than among hisownt^nuntrymeBf the 
princes, noblirs, Mil priests of Iscael. Thus \^ i^^ctkmmeihhow 
to deliver the godly out oj their tribulation^ and reserves the unjust to 
be punished. So will it be in the future jtidgment : while the wick- 
ed are overwhelmed with speedy destruction, God will take care of 
bis servants ; and give his angels charge to look well to them : for 
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•* 

the day Cometh that «M/ burn Mkfi mi wm^ md tiie.pNiiid sball be 
destro3red ; but God*$ sarva&tt shall be his in r^ 4% vben he maketh 
tifi hiB J0weU, 

4. ^God remembers tnd will reward the i^vour and kindness 
ijhowB to any of his senrants, especially his ministers. Ebedmdech 
delivered Jeremiah ; who waus ^erefere sent to turn with a ooni- 
£>rtable assurance of protection in the day of evil. Because he had 
Mct^d lundly to the prophet, and did it upon good principles ; not 
from mere humanity, but from regas^d to God) toowing that he was 
<)oipg right, and trusting in God to prosp^ and defend him ; thefj^ 
fore God would deal kindly 1^ bini^ and put it into the hearts of the 
Chaldeans to protect him. God will still be pleased with the &your 
^hbwn to his iwiistersand pjDopie ; and they who show it, and trust 
in him, mercy ^k^H ^(^aa^ them mboia, God u not unrighieomf f 
forget any vtork and labour ofiove that t^ done to his saints. 



CHAP. XL, XLL 

Jeremiah behtg eet free by Mbuzaradan^ goe* to Gedaiiah, ; the die* 
fursed Jew come f9 Mm ; ondJahamm in/orm* him ^f J^tmePk 
aomi/drmcy, /' ' 

I *^ I '^ M B word which came to JecMsiab from ^e Loud, after 

X Hiat flebuauradan the captaut of the guard faadletliini go 

fi'om Ramathr when be had tiktn him^ bmog bound in irbaint 

aaiosf lil that were carried away oaptive of Jerusdem and Ju* 

S dah, [which were] carried away captive «o Babylofe^^ And the 
ca^if of die guard took Jeremiah, and said onto bim> The 

3 Loan thy God hath pronoonoed this evil upon this place. Noir 
;the Loicti'hath brought [it,] ai^d done according aa he liath said : 
•because y« have sinned against the Loan, and hove not obeyed 

4 Hii^^dlce, therefore this thing tt cottite upon you. And now, be* 
hold^Ilodse thee this tSayirom the <^ns whkh[were}.upoa 
thhHS hand 9 if it seem^ good -unto thee to come with me into 
Babylon, tome ; and I ^'lU lodk wett unto thee ; / mil set wme 
m^eufmn thee for good i pmmUing to be hie Jritrnd^ and to treat 
hinin n nmp^tfid manner .* but- if it seem f H unto thee to come 
with me 4nta Babylon, ^^rli^ar i dehold, aH the land [is] before 
thee : whither it seemetja good and convenient for thee to go, 

5 thtdltrgis^ !Mo«^ while ht wasilot yet gone Batk^' mhiic Jeremiah 
Whs heaitmittgs [he sakt,] |^ iiaek also to Gedaiiah the son of 
Ahlki^'the son of Shaphan, a vtorthy^ honourable character^ a 
fiertionof'¥itnk^ ^tfhoee gram^fiuher mid father mtere miniteretf 
>9i0eto Joeiah^ and ivhoee fiaher saved thea, and whom the king 



• ThH t^rff rtto the (bitr •econd clmpfn-. where he w*n« the people left hi the UhmI ; V)4 

• story before mm ii.to illuscrate that pr—'- — ' • ■*- *—' ' "* ^ — •*"' — *• •«»"" 

, , ttve m tome of the Chaldeans who d 
ca|cam,o^tiiefo«r4set him Iree i^B»iu. 



the story before \M i* to illustrate that prophecy. Jercmi;«h had been set free, but was taken 
eni ttve by some of the Chaldeans who did jioc know blm* and wm cacrled to Ramak ; but the 
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« 

of Babflon httb made gottnior over the cidesbf Jiidah, aii4 
dwell with him among the pe<^ie : or 90 iMi^i^toefer it fteemeth 
cofivenieDt tmto thee to go. So the captain of the giMtrd gave 

4 hiip victuals and a reward) and let him go. Then went Jeremi- 
ah unto Gedaliah the aon of Ahikun to MUepah ; anddwelt 
with him among the people that were left in the kmd. 

t Now wllen all the captains of the forees whkh {were] in the 
fields, [even] they and their men tvA^ had fiid^ heard that the 
kihg of Bahylon had made Gedaliah the son of AUkam governor 
hi the land) and had committed unto him meo^ and women, and 
children) and of the poor of the land> of them that wbre not car* 

• ried away captive to Babylon ; Then they eame to Gedaliah to 
Mizpah) even Ishmael the fton of Nethaniah^ and Johananand 
Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the sen of Ttohu- 
meth) and the stos of Ephai the NetophathitC) and Jeaacliah the 

9 ton of a Maachathite, they and their men. And Gedaliah the 
ion of Ahikam the son (^ Shapban sware mito them andtotiieir 
men, a99ured them ofhU firotecHortj saying. Fear not to serve the 
Chaldeans : dwell in the h»d, aAd serve the king of Babylon, 

10 and it shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I will dwell at 
Mizpah to serve the Chalde^, whieh will come unto os ; thac 
isy to 9end the tridute and $» receive orders : but ye, gather ye 
wine, and summer fruits, and oit, and put [them] in your ves- 
sels, and dwell in your dties that ye have taken : w/tUe you re- 
main tributary 4o ike kh^ ^Bah^n fou rm^ em/oy the ffuk9 of 

1 1 the land. Likewise when all the^Jewa that [weve] in Moab, and 
among the Ammonites, ahd in Edom, and thai; [wer^] in alt the 
countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of 
Judah, and that he had set o^r them Gedaliah the son of Ahi- 

12 kam thesonof Shaphan ; Even all the Jews returned out of all 
places whither they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, 
to Gedaliah unto Miipah, and gathered wine and summer ftiiits 
very much. 

13 Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of 
the forces that [were] in the fields, came to Gedaliah to IVIizpah, 

H And |aid unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the 
king df the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
to slay thee ? out of a fiertonal pufue to thee^ cr hatred to V.e 
Jews ; hofdng t(fMng more to Me dormnhna^ or make thoee thai 
rtmained his vaemis^ But Gedali^ the son of Ahikam believed 

1 5 them not. Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah 
in Mizpah secretly, saying, Let me go, I pray thee, and I will 
slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, anid no man shall know [it :] 
wherefore should he slay thee, that all the Jews which arb gath- 
ered unto thee should be scattered, and the remnant of Judah 

1 6 perish ? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto Johanan the 
son of Kareah, Them shalt not do this thing : for thou speakesc 
falsely of Ishrnael 'yfie is an hoiieft mart, and I cannof befitve the 
report. 
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1 Chap. XLI. N<Mfr it caotf topaiti/ui the tei^utli moatbr 

• Xthat] Isbmael the aoD t)f Njetteqia^ tbesoo <^ Klhbama, o£ the 
seed royalf and the princes of the'^ingv eten tea medwith hiniy 
came unto Gedaliab the son of A'hikam id Mizpah, vfhcre ^ 
niade a 9tUendid emeriomftent fir them I and there they did eat 

2 bread tOfjcthor; in, Mitpi^ • Thetis vduh^g hm9elf m iU royal 
octractiouy oHd envying Gedaimh^ .aro9e bbmael the son of Ne- 
thaniahy and the tea men that Wei^ with him^ ai¥l smote Geda- 
Uah the «on of Ahikam the son. of Sh^han with the sword, aad 
slew him, whom the :kh)g of Babylon had made governor over 

3 the land. Ishmad also slew all the Jews that were witlr him» 
[even] with Gedaliahi at Mizpahi ^Mt Uy GeMiah^s guards^ and 
the Chaldeans that were found there^ [and] the men of war, otf 

4 thai ofifi9*cd /lim, % And it came to pass the second day after he 
5. had slain Gedaliab, and no man kaefw {it)] That there came 

certain fr^m Sheohem) from Shilob) and from Samaria, Le^^en] 
fburfecore men, having their beards sbavenv^ad their clpthes rent, 

* and having oitt themselves, with offerings and incense in their 
hand) to bring [them] to the bo^se of the X^an $ thmt u, 9(me 
puma men ^f the ten irihea same in mournifig hahifB to veefl over 
thtruum <^ JermgUm% amd to ^er mcem^^ if they couid Jind an 

. 6 mltar and a firieatt And Ishviael th^ son of Nethaniah went 
forth from Mizpabt6 meet thean weeping ^ along as he went, 
«• ^he oymfmhiaed mth 4hent < • ^nd it came to pass, as he met 
tiiem, he said unto thefa, CometaGedaliiahthe son of Ahikam; 

.7 VHtnting to «ce how jthey otood, ^JStet44 to him. And it was [so] 
when tbey cane into the mid^qf the^city, that Isbmael the soa 
of Nethttiiah slew them, [and caH them] into the midst of the 

t pit, he, and the men that [ii^ere] with hm), But ten men were 
found among them that said unto Isbmael, Slay us not : for we 
have treasures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, 
and of honey, which we will give thee ; thinking io influence hit 
covetouMnessy if not his comfiawon. So he forbare, and slew them 

9 not among their brethren. Now the pit wherein Ishmael had 
cast all the dead bodies of the men, whom he had slain because 
of Gedaliab, [was] it which Asa the king had made for fear of 
Baasha king of Israel : [and] Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 

10 filled it with [them that were] slain. Then Ishmael carried 
* away captive all the residue of the people tint [were] in Mizpah, 

[even] the king's daughters, and all the people that remained in 
Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan<he captain of the guard had com- 
mitted to Gedaliab the son.of Ahikara : and Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed to go over 
to the Ammonites ; at had been concerted between him and the 
Jang of tfie Ammonites, 

1 1 But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of 
the forces that [were] with him, heard of ail the evil that Ish- 

12 mael the son of Nethaniah had done,'^hen they took all the 
men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and 
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IS finind him by the great waters that [are] in Gibeoo. Now it 
OLX^e to pasS) [that] when all the people which [were] with Ish" 
mael saw Johanan the son of Kareah', and all the captidns of the 
forces that [were] with hinit then thef were glad ; hqfdng to he 

U recovered and taken back. So all the pe<^le that Ishtnael had 
carried away captive from Mirpah cast about and returned) and 

15 went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. But Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight ment only tvo tf 
the aaeasnna being firobably alam^ and went to the Ammonites. 

16 Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and aU the captains of 
the forces that [were] with himt all the remnant of the people 
whom he had recovei^ from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah» 
from Mizpah; after [that] he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahi« 
kamy [even] mighty men of war, and the women, and the chil- 
dren, and the eunuchs whom he had brought again from Gibe« 

17 on: And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham» 
which is by Bethlehem, an tHate which David had given to G6mb- 
ham the son of Barziiiai^ and which wob caUed by hit name^ to go 

18 to enter into Egypt, Because of the Chaldeans ; that f«, in or* 
dtr ta proceed to Bgyfu out qf the reach (fthe ChaMeoina : for 
they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahiluun, whom the king of Bab- 
ylon made governor in the land ; they were fearful it would be 
imputed to them atlaaa revok / d groundleeo fear ; for though 
the king qfBabyhn might have reoented the murder qfhie viceroy f 
he would rather haveaftfUauded and rewarded Johonan^for oiaying 
the mwrderere and recovering the cafitiveo, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. nn HOSE who are most honest and friendly, andj&ean the 

X best, have need of prudence and discretion. It was wisd 

in Gedaliah not to entertain lealousy of his subjects ; but very un<- 

wise not to be more upon his guan), after he had been warned of 

Ishmael's design. A proper medium is to be observed between 

hastily crediting and hastily rejecting or despising reports of inju« 

. ries intended us. We should be cautious whom we trust ; and while 

we show the courage of an honest heart, we should be upon our 

; guard that we be n^t deceived by pretended friendship. 

3. Observe here the dismal consequences of pride and ambitionf 
and what dreadful cfvilf they occfision in society. Ishmael treach- 
* ^erously slew Gedaliah, because he thought, that being of the seed 
^ royal, he had a better claim to the government ; and when once he 
was engaged in this bloody work, he slew those honest Israelites^ 
because they were the friends of Gedaliah, though he had nothing 
to fear from them : and this cruelty he exercised upon his brethren 
and counuymen, who were all companions in the genetal afRiciion 
of the nation. Such monsters, such demons, do ambition and mal- 
ice turn men into : and we have need ta pray earnestly, that God 
Vou V, £ee 
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would restrain this ambitious spirit in our land, whidi seeing 
otherwise likely to blast our hopefitl prospects, and hurry us into 
ruin. 

^ 3.. See the uncertainty of human affairs, and how TiUle the con- 
tinuance of earthly blessings is to be depended upon. The poor 
Jews that were left in the land, began to think themselves happy in 
such a governor as Cedaliah, ahd probably would have been so : 
but he was treacherously slain ; and then all their expectations 
were disappointed, and there was nothing bat confusion again. 
Thus may God soon disappoint our most pleasing expectations ; 
and bring upon us fresh troubles, while we are rejoicing in the 
'restoration of peace. Let us therefore maintain a constant sense of 
the uncertainty of earthly comforts ; and be solicitous to secure a 
kingdom that cannot be moved ; an inheritance^ incorrufitibiei ttndeJU" 
edy and that fadeth not away. 



CHAP. XLH, XUII. 

t 

Johanan and the remnant of the fieofile desire Jeremiah to ask counsel 
of God what they should do ; the firofihet assures them of safety wl 
Judeay but of destruction in Egypt * J\/(n*ertheless the leading men 
Carry the fieo/iie there j and the profihet foretells the conquest (f 
Egypt by Aebuchadrezzar, 

1 nr^ H fi N all the captains of the (brces, and Johanan the son 

X of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the 

2 people from the least even unto the greatest, came near, And 
said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our sup- 
plication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the Lob» 
thy God, [even] for ail this remnant ; (for we are left [but] a 

3 few of many, as thine eyes do behold us :) That the Lord thy 
God may sliow us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing 
that we may do : nothing could be wvore proper^ humble^ and re* 

4 spectfuli than this address^ had it been honest. Then Jeremiah 
the prophet said unto them^ I have heard [you ;] behold, 1 will 
pray unto the Lord your God according to your words ; and it 
shall come to pass, [that] whatsoever U^g the Lord shall 
answer you, 1 will declare [it] onto you ; I will keep nothing 

5 back from you. Then they said to Jei*emiah ; The Loan be 
a true and &ithi\il witness between us, if we do not even accord* * 
ing to all things for the which the Loan thy God shall send 

6 thee to us. Whether [it be] good, or whether [it be] evil, we 
will obey the vmce of the Lord our God, to whom we send thee $ 
that it may be well with US| when we obey th^ voice of the Loko 
our God. 

7 And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the Lob^ 
• xame unto Jerefnia^ ^ t/tey wtre kept so long, in suspcn^o, to give 
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^ them tiiM to think. Then called be Johanan th^^ of Kareaht 

and all the captains of the forces which [were J with him, afKi all 

9 the people fiiX)m the least even to the greatest, A^^d said unto 

them, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, onto whom ye 

fO sent me to present your stipplication before him ; If ye will still 
abide in this land, then will 1 build you, and iK)t pull [you] 
down, and 1 will plant you, and not pluck [you] Tip : for I repent 
me of the evil that I have done unto you ; I will change my way 
of dealing nsith you^ and will no longer punish yow, vtnthout freth 

1 1 provocations. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye 
are afraid ; be not afraid of hrm, saith the Loan : for I [am] 

12 with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand. And I 
will show mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon youi 
/ vdll incline him to show you favour ^ and cause you to i^turn to 
your own land ; to your own cities and possessions^ from whence 

\Z ye were driven by the late distractions. But if ye say. We will 
not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the Lord your 

14 God, saying, No ; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where 
we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have 

15 hunger of bi%ad ; and there will we dwell : And now therefore 
hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant of Judah, Thus safth 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; If ye wholly set your 
faces to enter into Egypt, if you are fully and obstinately resolved 

16 to leave your own country^ and go to sojourn there ; Then it shall 
come to pass, [that] the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake 
you there in the land of Egypt, and the ramine, whereof ye were 
^fraid,«hall follow close after you there in Egypt ; and thcue ye 

17 ^liaM die. So shall it be with all the men that set their faces 
to go into Egypt to sojourn there ; ihty shall die by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence i and none of them shall 
remain or escape from the evil that I will bring 'uiK>n the|n. ^ 

IS For thus saith the Ix)RD'of hosts, the Godof Isracf ; As tnine 
anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusaletn ; so shall rtiy fury be poured forth upon you, when 
ye shall enter into Egypt : and ye shall be an execration, and an 
astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach : and ye shall see this 
place no more. 

19 The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah ; 
Go ye not into Ifeypt : know certainly that I have admonished 
you this day ; / harve testified against your leaving your land^ r»- 
pecially agcdnst your going to Egypt ^ because it is nn idolatrous 

20 countryy and at enmity with the king of Babylon. For ye cfissero- 
bled in your hearts, when ye sent nf>e unto the Lord your God, 

. saying, Pray for us unto the Lord our God ; and according 
unto all that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, 

21 and we will do [it.] And [now] I have this day declared [it] to 
you ; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, 

32 nor any [thing] for the which he hath sent me unto you. Now 
therefore know certainly that ye shdl die by the sword, by the 
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faminef iiidbytfae pestilence) in the place whHher yedeuret* 
go [and] to sojouni. 

1 Chap. XLIII. And it came to pass, [that] when Jeremiah 
>^ had made an end of speaking unto all the people al) the words 

of the Loan their God^ for -which the Loap their God had sent 
him to themi [even] all these words, (a *tnmg exfire»$kmj de* 
noting the authwityj^ God*9 word^ and thm great wckednete and 

2 obittnaey in acting contrary to it ;) Then spake Axariah the ton 
of Hoshaial), and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proyd 
men, sajing unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely : the Loan 
our God hath not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn 

3 there : But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, 
for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they nugit 

4 put us to death, and carry us away captives into Bahylon.* So 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, 
and all the people obeyed hot the voice of the Loan, to dwell in 

5 the land of Judah. . But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were 
returned from all nations, whither they had been driven, to 

6 dwell in the land of Judah ; [Even] men, and women, rod chil- 
dren, and the king's daughters, apd every person that Nebuzar* 
adan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the sob af 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Ba- 

f ruch the son of Neriah. So they came into the lajid of Egypt : 
for they obeyed not the voice of the Loan : thys came they 
[even] to Tahpanhes. 

8 Then came the word of the Loan unto Jeremiah In Tahpaa* 

9 has, sajring. Take gpreat stones in thine hand, and hide the«& 
in the day in the brttk kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's 
house in Tahpanhes, or, in the way that lead* to it^ in the ttght 

10 of the men of Judah ; And say unto them, Thus saith the 
Loan of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will send and take 
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will sef 
his throne upon these stones that I have hid ; and he shall 

1 ) spread his royal pavilion over them. And when he cometh he 
shall smite the land of Egypt wth fieetUence, [and deliver] such 
[as are] for death to death ; shutting them ufi in itifected places ; 
and such [as are] for captivity to captivity^ and such [as are] 

\7 for the sword to the sword. And I wililiindle a fire in the 
houses c^ the gods of Egypt ; and he shall bum them and car- 
ry thein away captives : and he shall array himself with the 
land of Egypt as a shepherd putte^ on his garment ; heautijiit* 
iy alluding to the ease with which he should make the conqmmt »* 
just Qs a shepherd slfps on his garment ; soor^ and without care 
or nicety ; and he shall go for^ from thence in peace ; withotft 

* What ttnmM, ineonilitMit conduct irat thi« ! They knew bfitn to be a propl^C* »4 
tlntrkU words had been falfilkd; yea, tlief tct him on to inquire of the U>rd, and proiiiMd 
pbedieooe. Had he and Baroch chovn to |o to Kabykm* they might have gone when tw 
ftptalBMlkitoddkai. It wai therefcre an Idle and absurd 
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43 cfifioM^ and without Jemr. He shall break also the Images of 
Bethshemesh, that [is] in the kmd of Egypt ; and the houses of 
the gods of the Egyp^d^s shall he burn with fire^ though an 
idolater hf$nie{ff he thou deftroy their idoU ; and though a vor^ 
Mptier qf the nm^ he nhaU break ite itnagee and hum its 
Uatfde*. 

JIEFLECTIONS. 

1. 'TPH E resolution expressed in v. 5. i^ very proper for us to 
X, make when we read or hear the won) of God> viz. to do 
iwhat he requires of us, whether agreeable or disagreeable, whether 
ftshionableor un&shionable ; whatever pains, labour, or self denial 
^t may cost us. This is the way to have things well with us. And 
in order to confirm this resolution, it will be proper to make it in the 
firesence of God^ and with an appeal to himy as a true and fidthfol 
witness. 

3. We have here a deplorable instance of the gross hypocrisy 
which men are sometimes guilty of in their transactions with God 
and his ministers. The people came respectfully to the prophet to 
inquire the will of God ; resolving to do it, and appealing to God 
pat their sincerity ; and yet they were determined not to c^y if it 
was disagreeable to them. Thus many pretend respect to minis- 
ters, come and sit before them as God's own people, and profiess 
obedience apd submission ; till the word comes to cross their incli- 
nations and w;orldly interests ; then they will not obey ; but like 
these hypocrites^ begin to find fault with the word itself, or the 
{Mreachers of it. They will desire their prayers, but reject their ex- 
hortations. This is horrible prevarication both with God and man ; 
and ,the portion of such hypocrites will be peculiarly dreadful. 

^. G^id will bring upon sinners the evils which they think to es- 
cape iff fndirect means. These men wanted to go to Egypt that 
they might escape the sword and famine : and God threatens^ v. 
22. to destroy them in the land where they desire to sojourn, by 
;iword, femine, and pestilence. It is impossible to outrun the jiidg<« 
ments of God. Men now bring themselves into poverty ana con- 
tempt by dishonest methods of increasing their substance ; or a 
fretful, impatient disposition, leads them to change their situationi 
their business, or tnCr connections, to avoid something that disturbs 
them ; but wherever the^ go, crosses will attend them, because 
they carry with them their own irregular passions. The way to be 
happy, is to take pains to mend our bad tempers, and make God 
our friend. With a humble, patient, devout spirit, we may be com- 
fortable any where ; without such a disposition we shall be comfort- 
able no where. 

4. Observe with what infinite ease God can transfer the posses- 
sion of the greatest kingdoms. He calls Nebuchadrezzar his ser^ 
wmtj because he was to execute his pleasure ; foretells that he 
ahoukl destroy Egypt, that ancient, rich^ and populous kingdom ; 
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^escribes the Tery ipot of ground where he should pitch his tent j 
^ the ease and security with which he should make the conquestl 
Let OS revei^nce thb glorious Being, who doth according to his will, 
and fear that Power, which no creature can resist. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

JmremMi in rAw thafiter reflrovef the Jews in Egyfit for emttmuing h^ 
idolatry f-afier the exemfilary judgment^ inflicted on their nation/or 
that Min ; andy u/ion their refusing to reform^ denounces destruction 
to themyond to t'he kingdom wherein they sought protection. 

i Tn H E .word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews 

JL which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at Mig- 

dol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of 

8 Pathros, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the X^od of Is« 
rael ; Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jem- 
saleroi and upon all the cities of Judah ; and) behold, this day 

3 they fare] a desolation, and no man dv?elleth therein. Because 
of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke mc 
to anger, in that they went to bum incense, [and] to serve 
other gods, whom they knew not, [neither] they, ye, nor your 
. 4 fathers. How?>eit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, 
rising early and sending [them,] saying, Oh, do not this abomr 

5 inabte thing that I hate. But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their car to turn from their wickedness, to bum no incense unta 

e other gods. Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured 
forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem ; and they are wasted [and3 desolate, as at this 

7 day. Thercfbre now thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the 
God of Israel ; Wherefore commit ye [this] great evil against 
your souk) to cut off from you man and woman, child and suck- 
. t ling, out of Judah, to leave you none to remain ; In that yepro- 
v(*e me unto, wrath with the works of your hands, burning 
incense unto qther gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be 
gene to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off, and that ye might 
be a curse and a reproach among all the imtions of the earth ; 
having learned the idolatry of the Egyluiana^ and practised thaS^ 
beside the idolatry you were used to' firactise in your own land ; 

9 on which account God is determined to destroy you. Have ye 
forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the wickedness of 
the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, and your 
own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they 
have oommitted in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jeru« 
aalem ; /^erhafis rrferring to Solomon's wives in particular^ tspe* 

daily his Egyptian mves^ who had enticed him to idolatry ; though 
. 10 not ta them alone, (v. 15 J They are not humbled J[eveuJ 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH. XLIV. 4« 

tmto diis daf 9 neither have they feared, nor trfllked in ny 
laW) nor in my statutes^ that I set before you and before your 
fathers. 

1 1 Therefore thus saith the Loan of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Behold, I Will s^ my &ce against you for evil, and to cut off all 

12 Judah. And I will take the remnant of Judfdis tha^ have set 
their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn tlfere, and 
they shall^ be consumed, [and] mil in the land of Egypt ; 
they shall [even] be consumed by the sword [and] by the fam'- 
ine : they shall die, from the least even unto the greatest, by 
the sword and by the famine : and they shall be an eKecmtion, 

15 [and] an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. Foril will 
punish them tliat dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished 
Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence : 

14 So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone into the 
land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape or remain, that they 
should return into the land of Judah, to the which they have a 
desire to return to dwell there, being vneaty in £gyfity and tnsh^ 
ing to return : for, orj t»herea9 ncme shall return but siich as 
shall escape ; that ia^ only the fdouafhw vfho were carried with the 
rest against their will^ as Jdtendah and Baruchy Ufc, some of them 
or their se^d may return qfier the cafitiidty^ 

15 Then all the men which knew that their wives h^d burned 
incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood«by, a 
great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of 

16" Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, [As for] the 
word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord,' 

17 we wilt not hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do what- 
soever thing goeth fo^jh out of our own mouth, to bum incense 
unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto 
her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our 
princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem : 
for [then,] before the Chaldean inrvaaion^^ had we plenty' of vict- 

18 uals, and were weU, and saw no evil. But since we left off to 
bum incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink of- 
fering's unto her, that is, to the moony (an idolatry chiejly firactis* 
ed by the women J we have wanted all [things,] and have been 

19 consumed by the sword and by the famine. And whtn we 
burned incense Id the queen of heaven, and poured out drink of- 
ferings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and 
pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men ? without 
the knowledge and consent of our husbands ? 

20 Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to 
the women, and to all the people which had given him [that] 

21 answer, saying, The incense that ye burned in thecitiesof Ju* 
dah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye, aiKl your fathers, your 
kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the 

• 

* Hitt was a direct fAlsehpod ; unf^y •£ them hgvinf bceo dttuoyrdi and uilicrs c:*t ried 
Mpiivc ^t'ort chat erent. * 



Digitized by 



Google 



434 JEREMIAH. XLIV. 

Lord remember Aeni) and came it [not] into hismiody oftvry 
22 qBfefmve tofdmf So that the Lord could no kMigerbear, be*' 
cause of the evil of your doings, [and] because of the abomina- 
tions which jt hare committed ; therefore is your tend a deso* 
lation and an astonishment, and a curse, without an mfaalntinty 

33 as at this day. Because ye hare burned incense, and becauM ye 
have sinned against the Loan, and have not obeyed ihe voice of 
the Lord, nor widked in his law, nor in his statntes, norin hb 
testimonies ; therefore this evil is happened unto you, asat^bis 

34 day. Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the 
vromen. Hear the word of the Loan, all Judah that [are] in the 

• 25 land of Egypt : Thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Isrt- 
d, saying ; Ye and your wives have both spoken with year 
mouths,and fulfilled with your hand, sapng, We will surely per- 
form our vows that we have Towed to bum incense to the queen 
of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her : ye will 
surely accomplish your vows, and surely perform your vows. 
26 Therefore hear ye &e word of the Lord, all Judah that dwd 
in the land of Egypt ; Behold, I have sworn by my great namCf 
saith the Lord, that my name shall no more be named in the 
mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egjrpt, sayingf 
The Lord God liveth ; you mty you mM perform your votM, and 
think they are^ though unlawfidin thetMftueBj an obligation upvn 
you to do 90 s ther^ore I vnU fulfil wine t a» Iharve v'ipped your 
utter de^tructioHj mo it 9hall come to pan f ye Mhail lo9e ait your re* 

37 Ugion^ and be given up to utter <tpo9taicy and ruin. Behold, I^wiU 
watch over them for evil, and not for good : and all the men of 
Judah that [are] in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the 

38 sword and 1^ the famine, until there be an end of them. Tet a 
small number that escape the sword shall return out of the tend 
df Egypt into the land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judab, 
that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall knovf 
whose word shall stand, mine, or theirs. 

39 And this [shalF be] a sign unto you, saith the Lord, that I 
vrill punish you in this place, that ye may know that my words 

80 shall surely stand aga'mst you for evil : Thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, 1 will give Pharaohhophra king of Egypt, or, Afiricit 
from vhom they hoped for protection^ into the hand of his ene- 
mies, and into the hand of them that seek his life ; as I gave 
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon his enemy, and that sought his life.* 

* Aecordinriy toon after thb ht was comoerad and tlaiii in has own laJac* by Aauiis 
hit rival. l&rJSffifi,b.iLch.i69. ^ '^ 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. T £ T us ^seriously consider and reflect tipon the view here 
X-i given us of sin, v. 4. Every transgression of the law of 
God is odious and abominable in its own nature, and highly dis* 
pleasing to God ; he hates it, and will punish it. From a tender 
concern for the happiness of men he dissuades them from it ; say- 
ing) Ohj da it not. We should learn from hence how we ought to 
think and speak of sin ; what fools they are, and how unlike God, 
who make a jest of it. This should be a motive to us to hate it with 
a perfect hatred ; and also with great seriousness and earnestness 
to warn others against it. 

2. God's judgments upon others are intended for our warning, t. 
2 — 6. He expostulates with this rebellious people ; Have you not 
seen what your brethren and country have suffered ? It was an ag- 
gravation- of their guilt that they were not impressed and reformed 
thereby. The judgments of God upon otlier nations and persons, 
are intended to awaken us ; to engage us to a holy fear and cau- 
tion ; lest partaking of their sins, we should also partake of their 
plagues. 

3. See what a false judgment men often make of their prosperi- 
ty. These people argued, that because all was well with them 
While they practised idolatry, therefore their idolatry was llie cause 
of their prosperity. Thus sinners argue ; because they enjoy 
health, ease, and plenty, God is not displeased with their sins. This 
shows great ignorance of God, of his word, and of a future state ; 
and is a great abuse of his goodness ; which was designed to lead 
them to repentance. But their arguings are false ii^ fact, as well as 
those of the Jews : for the uneasiness of their spirits, which they 
cannot always prevent, and the forebodings of future wrath, which 
they cannot always stifle, show that sin is not the way to happinessy 
and that God is angry with them. 

4. See the sad progress and dreadful consequences of disobedi- 
ence. These impudent sinners before they left Judea showed some 
respect to the prophet and to God's word, and promised to heaiken 
to it ; but they grew worse and, worse, and now tell the prophet* 
plainly and flatly, that thn/ would not hear : God might say what he 
would, and they would do what they would. This is the language 
of e\ery wilful sinner ; the genuine language of a carnal rebellious 
heart. But God has sworn by his great name that he will destroy 
such rebels. They say they shall have peace, and escape damna- 
tion •; God says they shall not ; and a little time will show whose 
"^Vbrd shall stand, God's or theirs. May God deliver ys all from 
hardness of heart, and a contempt of his WQrd and commaud- 
ments. 

Vol. V. Fff 
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CHAP. XLV, XLVI, 1— 13^ 

Thh chafitcr refera to the thirty nxth^ and should have been fiated 
after it. Baruch having written and read JerendahU prophecy^ 
the kingj being diafUea^edf Bent a vforrant to apprehend both of 
them, 

1 nn H E word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Bahich 

X the son of Neriah, when he had i«titten these words in a 

hook at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year 6f Jehoiakim 

3 the son of Josiah king; of Judah, saying, tlius saith the Lord, 

3 the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch ; Thou didst day, Wo 
is me now ; for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow ; per- 
tonal troubles to the sorrows I endure on account of the pubUc ; I 

4 fiiinted in ray sighing, and I find no rest. Thus shah thou 
say unto him, The Lord saith thus ; Behold, [that] which I 
have huilt will I break down, and that which I have planted I 
will pluck up, even this whole land ; I will ruin this whole com- 

5 trtfy which hath formerly been so beautiful and Jrmtfuh And 
seekest thou great things for thyself ? seek [them] not ; don^i 
indulge the secret attrition of thy heart : for, behold, I will brinj 
evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord, upon all ranks and ages : but 
thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither 
thou goest ; thou shalt escape with thy life^ and let that content 
thee ; thou hast reason to rejoice in thatj as a conqueror when he 
dSifideth the spoil. 

1 Cha?. XLVL* The word of the Lord which came to 

3 Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles ; Against Egyptt 

against the army of Pharaohnecho king of Egypt, which was 

by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar 

king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 

3 of Josiah king of Judah. Order ye the buckler and shield, and 
draw near to battle ; gOy take up your armsj and march against the 

4 Chaldeans ; spealdng ironx catty. Harness the horsey ; and get 
up, yc horsemen, and stand forth with [your] helmets ; furbish 
the spears, [and] put on the brigandines, or^ coats of wail 

5 Wherefore have I seen them dismayed [and] turned away 
back ? and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are flcii 
apace, and look not back : [for] fear [was] round about* saith 

t the Lord. Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man 

escape ; or^ the swift shall not fly away^ but be taken ; they shall 

stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates. 

Theny in order to raise an expectation of some mighty enterprisij 

7 the prophet asks. Who [is] this [that] cometh up as a floodj 

t whose waters are moved as the rivers ? Egypt riseCh up Ukc a. 

• The fir»t vcr»e of this clmpter is an introdnction to the prophecim in it tuul the foltoir- 
ing ones. In the beginning of this Jeremiah foretell* the overrhrow of Pharaoh's army a* 
Sophrates^ whtn be wcuc aKaiust NtrbachailiiezKAr^ in the firit year of his reign. 
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flood) and [his] waters are mored like the rivers ; a beautiful al* 
ItmonJo the crverflowing of the Miej which made Egyfit frm^fui ; 
and he saith, I will go up, [and] will cover the earth ; I will de- 
Btroy the city and th^ inhabitants thereof ; he threatens to bear 
9 down all btfore himy and to destroy every ofifiosing city. Come 
up» ye horses ; and rage ye chariots ; and let the mighty men 
come forth ; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle 
the shield ; and the Lydians that handle [and] bend the 
bow ; the inhabitants qfj^fricoj the neigf^boura and allies of the 

10 Egyptians. For this [is] the day of the Lord Gon of hosts, 
a day of vengeance, that he may aven^ him of his adversa- 
ries : and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and 
made drunk with their blood : for the Lord God of hosts hath 
a.sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates j refire* 

1 1 senting their destruction as a sacrifice qf justice to the Lord. Go 
up into Gilead, and ta&e balm> O virgin, the daughter of Egypt : 
in vain shalt thou use many medicines ? [for] thou shalt not btf 
cured ; the Egyptians shall never recover themselves after this 

13 drfeat. The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath 
filled the land : for the mighty man hath stumbled against the 
BMghty, [and] they are fallen both together ; they are destroyed 
by one another in the haste of their flight. Accordingly weread 
in 2 Kings xxiv. 7. the king ofEgyfit came no more out of his landj 
for the king of Babylon had taken^ from (he river of Egypt to the 
river Euphrates^ all that pertained to the king of Egypt. 

REFLECTION. 

TH £ practical instructions to be drawn from this prophecy 
against Egypt, will be more properly introduced under the 
latter part of the chapter. We shall therefore at present observe 
what may be learned from chapter xlv. namely, ' that we should re- 
strain a spirit of ambition at ail times, especially in times of public 
trouble.* Baruch was afraid he should lose his favour at court ; he 
thought himself in the way of preferment, by being introduced to 
the king with Jeremiah's prophecies ; but when he found that be 
was sought for to be punished, he began to ^w fretful and uneasy. 
This God took notice of, and ordered Jeremiah to admonish him for 
it. God is witness to the secret thoughts of vanity that are in our 
hearts, and all the discontent and fretfulness which we express or 
feel when our schemes are disappointed, or likely to be so. God 
commanded Baruch, and he commands us, not to seek great things 
for ourselvps ; to be humble and content in our stations ; and to 
maintain a temper suited to the dispensations of Providence. It is 
our unreasonable fondness for great things that makes us impatient 
under evil things, and less solicitous about good ones. Baruch's 
conduct is reproved from this consideration, that the nation would 
soon be ruined, and that therefore it was ridiculous to be painting 
his cabin when the ship was sinking. This intimates that the 
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uncertainty and short duration of earthly things, is a substantial 
reason why we should not set our hearts upon them. God will 
destroy this world ; will break down its pillars, and pluck up iu 
very foundations : let us therefore not seek great things in it, but 
the good things of piety and zeal. Let it be enough for us if our 
souls are given us for a prey, and we do not partake of the destruc- 
tion that shall come upon the wicked ; if we hear Christ say, H^eil 
doney good and faithful servants : these are great things indeed, and 
God allow^ us with a sacred refined ambition to seek them. May 
he grant that the frequent view and diligent pursuit of them, may 
swallow up every thing that would at any time interfere with them. 



CHAR XLVI. 13. to the end. CHAP. XLVII. 

TTie ftro/ihecy in the ftrece(Ung part of the chapter rtfers ia the Egyft- 
tiaru being driven out of the country they possessed between Egypt 
and Babylon^ which was fulfilled immediately : this refers to their 
being attacked and conquered in their own country by A'cbuchad' 

, nezTuxr^ qfier the Jews went thither^ and many years after thefor- 
mer conquest. The same event is foretold by Ezekiety ch. xxix.— 
xxxii. Thejbrty seventh chapter is afirofihecy of the destruction 
if the PhiliMtines. 

13 'T^HE word that the Lord spake to Jeremiah the prophet, 

X how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come [and] 

14 smite the land of Egypt. Declare ye in Egypt* &i)d public ii^ 
Migdol, and publish in Noph, and in Tahpanhes : say y<;, Stand 
fast, and prepare thee ; for the sword shall devour round about 

1 5 thee. Why are thy valiant [men*] swept away as with a violent 

16 rain f* they stood not, because the Lord did drive them. He 
made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another : and they, their 
alHesy and mercenary troops^ said, Arise, and let us go again to our 
own people, and to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing 

17 sword. They did cry there, that isy the people who were set to 
guard the isthmus or neck of land which joins Asia to Africa^ and 

' which separated between Egypt and the conquered countries^ Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt [is but] a noise ; he hath passed the time ap- 
pointed : Pharaoh had promised what great things he would doy and 
with what a powerful force he would join them^ but here they com- 

18 plain it was all a bluster, [As] I live, saith the King, whose 
name [is] the Lord of hosts, Surely as Tabor [is] among the 
mountains, and as Canhel by the sea, [so] shall he come ; that 
isy the king of Babylon shall come^ and be as much superior to 
them^ as Tabor and Carmel are higher than the neighbouring hills. 

• The word rmdeffd valUnt men, ii in the Septuagint trmtlatrd Apiu the Mcrtd bull f^ 
^flprix ; which. fVym a very inrenioui ctitkitm of Dr, Kmnicott, appears to be the true rtft> 
oering ; and is probably aUoded to in v, 26« ai. 
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19 O thou daughter dwellmg in Egypt, fiimish thyself to go into 
captivity : for Noph shall be waste and desolate "without an in- 

20 habitant. Egypt [is like] a very fair heifer, a rich and goodly 
kingdom ; or fierhapa here M an allusion to their god Jlfiia^ ajine 
sfiotted kine which they vforahipped ; [but] destruction cometh ; 

21 it cometh out of the north. Also her hired men [are] in the 
midst of her like fatted bullocks ; for they also are turned backy 
[and] are fled away together : they did not stand, because the 
day of tlieir calamity was come upon them, [and] the time of 
their visitation ; they are Uke oxen that make no reaiatanccy though 

22 their bulk and atrength is ao great. The voice thereof shall go 
like a serpent ; the voicea of the Egyfitiana, which were before 
loud and bltiateringy Hke the lowing of cm ox, ahall now become low 
and inconaiderablCf like the hissing of a aerpentj or the muttering^ 
of an enchanter ; (aee Isaiah xxix. 4.) for they shall march with 
an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood. 

23 They shall cut down her forest, saith the Lord, though it can- 
not be searched ; because they are more than the grasshopper^ 
or locusta, and [are] innumerable ; her cities and fialacea^ though 
w&ny, atrong^ and fio/iulousy ahall be plundered and destroyed, like 

24 the cutting down of a wood. The daughter of Egypt shall be 
confounded ; she shall be delivered into the band of the people 

25 of the north. The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saith ; Bew 
hold, I will punish the multitude of No, ^mon ofXo, or Thebes^ 
where waa the temple of Jupiter Amon, a city ao large aa to have 
a hundred gatea^ and Pharaoh, and Egypt^with their gods, and 
their kings ; even Pharaoh and [all] them that trust in him : 

26 And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their 
lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of his servants : and afterwards it shall be inhab* 
ited, as in the days of old, saith tlie Lord ; as it waa in Cynu* 
time, when aome (f the Egyptians might return^ but they were 
never ao considerable aa before, 

27 But fear not thou, O my servant Ja(x)b, and be not dismayed, 

Israel ; for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy 
seed from the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall return, 
and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make [him] afraid. 

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord : for I [am] 
with thee ; for I will make ^fuU end of all the nations whither 

1 have driven thee ; but I will not make a full end of thee, but 
correct thee in measure ; yet will I not leave thee wholly un- 
punished ; a prophecy which /ma been most remarkably fulfilled* 
Ml the mighty nations that oppressed them are vanished aa a 
dream, but the Jenos are still preserved as a distinct people^ and 
will be so till the promises of God ahall be accomplished, 

1 Chap. XLVIL The word of the Lord that came to Jere- 
miah the prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh 

2 smote Gaza ; while they were yet quiet and secure. Thus saith 
the Lord ; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall 
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' be an orerBofnng floody and shall overflow the landi and aQ that 
is therein ; the city, and them that dwell therein : then the 
men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl. 

3 At the n<H8e of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong [horses,] 
at the rushing of his chariots, [and at] the rumbling of his 
wheels, the fathers shall not look back to [their] children for 
feebleness of hands ; they tkaU teek their •qfety to the neglect of 

4 their fam&ee^ ond wearcefy be able to save themeetvea ; Because 
of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, [and] to cut 
off from Tyrus and Zidon eyery helper that remainetb ; the 
neighbours and allies of the Philittinea: for the Lord will spoil the 

$ Philistines^ the remnant of the country of Caphtor.* Baldness 
«s come upon Gaza ; Ashkelon is cut off [with] the remnant of 
their valley : how long wih thou cut thyself ? that isj tear thy 

€ hair J and wound thyself through gritfand aetonuhment. O tboa 
aword of the Loan, how long [will it be] ere thou be quiet ? 
put up thyself in thy scabbard, rest, and be still. AJ>eau(ifid 
and noble afioatrofihej dictated by the profiheCa desire qfthe peace 
tfl^raer» enemies^ and his grief/or their a/ifiroaching calamities : 
emotions which he checked with this thought^ that all was to exe* 

7 cute the divine /lur fusses. How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord 
bath given it a charge against Ashkelon and against the sea 
shore ? there hath he appointed it. Afirofihecy vfhich was fid- 
JUled in th^ desolation qf those countries^ while JVebuchadnezzar 
wag besieging Tyre ; which was blocked ufi about thirteen years. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. TTERE is another instfince of the little dependence which is 
JTX to be placed on the great^t of men, even when they 
promise and boast the greatest things. The allies of the £gyP' 
tians complained that Pharaoh was but a noise. He hectored and 
talked big, but that was all ; and the helpers in whom the Tynans 
•nd Sidontans trusted, were cut off. So uncertain are expectations 
from man ! Those who promise and compliment most, often per* 
Jbrm least : they may be unable or unwilling to fulfil their prom- 
ises ; or, if ever so able or willing, they may be speedily cut off. ^ 
This should teach us to cease from man ; to trust in a faithful God, 
and to seek our help from him. 

2. Observe how changeable the state of nations is. A fine de- 
scription is here given of the number, power, and pride of the Egyp- 
tians. What forces, what allies, and preparations ! but all were 
vain against this mighty conqueror. The Philistines in like man- 
ner were secure and quiet : but such distress came upon them, 
that they could not save their children, or look back to see what 
was become of them. What little reason have we, as a nation, to 

* A natton that joined with thenu and was loat among then ; thej arc aieotioMd tofe^- 
crinC^. X.14* 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH. XLVm. 431 

be secure ; or at any time to boast of our wisdoni) strength, or 
safety. Let us no$ be high mindedy but fear. 

3. Obserre the power of God over the nations and pnnces of the 
earth. When the prophet had described the Egyptian allies as 
saying) PharaohMs but a noUcy he adds, v. 18. A9 I Hve^ saith the 
ISngj nvhoae name ia the Lord of hoatay ao ahaU he come. In all 
these lively descriptions of the pineparations, the attack, the con* 
quest, the pursuit, the plunder and destruction of Egypt, the hand 
of God is mentioned. He drave them> he punished them, be spoil- 
ed them : their slaughter was a sacrifice to his justice. War Is 
his sword ; he gives it a commission, whom it shall sttike, how &r 
it shall extend, and how long it shall continue ; and it shaU exactly* 
fulfil its charge. It is very comfortable to think of this, amidst all 
the confusion that is in the earth ; it shows how much reason and 
encouragement there is to pray, that the devouring sword may be 
sheathed ; and to be thankful for our national blessings and pros- 
pects. 



CHAP. XL VIII. 

Cantasra the judgment of Moabfor aeverai corru/itionay which waa 
executed by Nebuchadnezzar^ a army ^hile engaged in the atege of 
Tyre. 

1 A GAINST Moab thus saith the Lofen of hosts, the God of 
X-L Israel ; Wo unto Nebo I fi^r it is spoiled : Kiriathaim. 
is confounded [and] taken : Misgab is confounded and dismay- 

3 ed. [There shall be] no more praise of Moab : in Heshbotk, 
ita eafdtal Htyy they have devised evil against it ; that ia^ the Choi* 
deanay haxnng ta^en tV, ahaii dexriae evil there againat the reat ; 
come and let us cat it off from [being] a nation. Also thou shalt 

3 be cut dowo,OMadmen ! the sword shall pursue thee. A voice of 
crying [shall be] from Horonaim, ^)oiling and great desti;pction. 

4 Moab is destroyed ; her little ones have caused a cry to be 

5 heard. For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping shalt 
go up ; for in the going down of Hbronaim the enemies have 

• heard a cry of destruction. Flee, save your KveS^ (thia ia tvhdt 
they ahaU aau to one anotheryj and be like the heath in the wil- 
derness, or, UMe a bloated tree in a ao&tary place, 

7 For because thou h|»t trusted in thy works, or Jbrtijicationa^ 
and in thy treasures, tiiou shah also be taken : and Chemosh 
thy gody unable to deliver thecy shall go forth into captivity [with] 

i his priests and his princes together. And the spoiler shall com^ 
upon every city, and no city shall escape : the v&ltey also shall 
perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as the Lord bath spoken ; 
both citiea and vUlageayfarmera and ahefiherda^ ahall all be dt^trdt/^ 

9 ed. Give wings unto Moab, vdthout vffdch it vMi be imfionazble 
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to cMcafie^ that it may flee and get away : £9r the cities thereof 

10 shall be desolate, without any to dwell therein. Cursed [be] he 
that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully, and cursed [be] he 
that keepeth back his sword from blood. God had given the 
command to destroy Moab ; he firobably had ^gnified hiw mind if 
Nebuchadnezzar by Jeremiah^ whom he knew and ovmed to be a 
profihet. 

1 1 Moab hath been at ease fl\)m his youth, that z«, hath enjoyed 
many yeart of fieacCf and he hath settled on his lees, like tmne* 
kefit long on their lees^ to fireterve their 9trength andjlavour ; 
and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath 
he gone into captivity : therefore his taste remained in him, and 
his scent is not changed ; he ia at bad or worse than ever, 

12 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, or 
titters that shall tilt him down^ and shall empty his vessels, and 

13 break their bottles. And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, 
as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence. 

14 How say ye« We [are] mighty and strong men for the war ? 

15 Moab is spoiled, and gone up [out of] her cities, and his chosen 
young men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the King, 

16 whose name [is] the Lord of hosts. The calamity of Moab [is] 

17 near to come, and his afidiction hastetb fast. AU ye that are 
about him, bemoan him ; and all ye that know his name, that 
isj his fame and glory, say, How is the strong staffbroken, [andj 

18 the beautiful rod ! all his authority ^ firide^ and im/iortance. Thou 
daughter that dost Inhabit Dibon, come down from [thy] glory, 
and sit in thirst ; for the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee, . 
[and] he shall destroy thy strong holds ; thou shalt be left to the 

19 mercy qfthe conquerors^ and be exfiosed to hunger and thirst. O 
inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy ; ask him that 
fleeth, and her that esc^petb, [and] say. What is done ? there 
shall be such a terrible alarms that both men and women shall fly 

20 before the conqueror comes, Moab is confounded ; for it is brok- 
en down : howl and cry : tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab ii 

21 spoiled, And judgment is come upon the plain country ; upon 

22 Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, And u^n Dibon, 

23 and upon Nebo, and upon Bethdiblathaim, And upon Kiria- . 

24 thaim, and upon Bethgamul, and upon Bethmeon, And upfKD S 
Kerioth, and upon Bozra, and upon all the cities of the land of 

25 Moab, far or near. The horn, <^f w, the /iower, of Moab is 
cut off, and his arm is broken,, saith the Loan ; an allusion to 
the horns qfbeastSy and the hands (f men^ wherewith they dtfend 
themselves. 

26 Make ye him drunken : for he magnified [himself] against 
the Loan : Muab also shall wallow m his vomit, and he also 
shall be in derision ; he shall be brought into the greatest corfu' 

27 sion and disorder^ and bt^ bereaved (^f tlie aids of reason, lor 
was not Israel a dcrbion unto thee ? what infamous thinj^ wom 
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tkete hi Israelj that $kould exfioae him «o mmh to your contempt ? 
Iiras he found among thieves ? had he injured you^ and been ta-i 
ken in the fact P for smce thou spakest of him, thou skippedst 
for joy ; or, that thou ehouldst insult him vdth all the fiower of thy 

da word: O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in 
the rock, and be like the dove [that] maketh her nest in the 

59 tides of the hole's mouth. Wo have heard the pride of Moab^ 
(he is exceeding proud, ^» is their firevaiHng character^) his 
loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness 

SO of his heart, and how he hqfied to see Israel quite esbtirfiated, I 
know his wrath, saith the Lord ; that is^ his design to ndsrefire* 
sent Israel to the Chaldeans ; oTy the designs <f the magicians and 
faise prophets to deceive them ; but [it sliall] not [be] so ; hiar 

dl lies shall not so effect [it.] Therefore will I howl for Moab, 
and I will cry out for all Moab : [mine heart] shall mourn for 

93 the men of Kirheres. O vlite of Sibmah, I will weep for 
thee with the weeping of Jazer : thy plants are gone over the 
sea, they reach [even] to the sea of Jazer : the spoiler is fallen 
upon thy summer fruits, and upon thy vintage ; theirs being a 
country famous for vineyards^ and the enemy invading them about 
the time (f vintage^ and destroying ity their cries on that account 

33 Gallic heard far and wide. And joy and gladness is taken from 
the plentiful field, and from the land of Moab ; and I have 
caused wine to fail from the wine presses : none shall tread 

34 with shouting ; [their] shouting [shall be] no shouting. From 
the cry of Heshbon [even] unto Elealeh, [and even] unto Ja- 
haz, have they uttered their voice, from Zoar [even] unto Ho- 
ronaim, [as] an heifer of three years old lowing after her calf: 

tS for the waters also of Nimrim shall be desolate. Moreover I 
will cause to cease in Moab, saith the Lord, him that ofTereth 
in the high places, and him that bumeth incense to his gods. 

36 Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine 
heart shall sound like pipes for the men of Kirheres ; / look 
upon them with the utmost compassion : because the riches [that] 

37 he hath gotten are perished. For every head [shall be] bald, 
and every beard clipped : upon all the hands [shall be] cuttings, 

38 and upon the loins sackcloth. [There shall be] lamentation 
generally upon all the house tops of Moab, and in the streets 
thereof: for I have broken Moab like a vessel, wherein [is] no 

39 pleasure, saith the Lord. They shall howl, [saying,] How is 
It broken down ! how hath Moab turned the back with shame t 
so shall Moab be a derision and a dismaying to all them about 

40 him. For thus saith the Lord ; Behold, he shall Ay as an 

4 1 eagle, and shall spread his wings over Moab. Keriotb is taken, 
and the strong holds are surprised, and the mighty men's hearts 
in Moab at that day shall be as the heart of a woman in her 

43 pangs. And Moab shall be destroyed from [being] a people, 
43 because he hath magnified [himself] against the Lord. Fear,- 
and the pit; and the snare, [shall be] upon tliee, O inhabitant o§ 
Vor.V. Cgg 
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44 Moab, saith the Lokd. He that fleeth from the ^f, shall &If 
into the pit ; and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken 
in the snare : for I will bring upon it, [even] upon Moab, 

45 the year of their visitation, saith the Lord. They that fled 
stood under the shadow of Heshbon, because of the force xxrfof 
tificationa of Heshbon^ thinking they should be safe there : but a 
fire shaH comeiforth out of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst 
of Sihon, and shall devour the corner of Moab, and the crown 
of the head of the tumultuous ones ; the Chaldeans shall take it^ 
lay ufi their ammunition there^and destroy those turtulent creatures 

46 vfieh which the country abounds. Wo be unto thee, O Moab I 
the people of Chemosh perisheth : for thy noon are taken cap* 
tives, and thy daughters captives. 

47 Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab» some (f them 
shall be restored in the latter days, saith the Lord ; nhich may 
refer to the conversion of the ^ndles in gospel times. Thus fiff 
[is] the judgment of Moab. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. T ET us attend to that awful denunciation, v. 10. Cursed be 
i ^ he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully^ and cursed be 
he that keefieth his sword back from blood. Though it <fe bloody 
work, yet God commanded it to be done upon those wicked people ; 
who, to all their other crimes, added, what was peculiarly displeas- 
ing to him, rejoicing and insulting over the miseries of others, and 
of Israel in parti^lar. We are not called out to such work as this : 
but only to such services as are reasonable and delightful. To do 
it de<%itfully, or negligently, i» not to do it to the purpose ; or to 
pretend to do it out of regard to God, whea our only aim is to serve 
our own interest ; or without that life and zeal, which we Qn^hi to 
discover. The more excellent the work is to which we are adled, 
the more awful will be the curse of doing it deceitfully. Let us 
thcvcfoTft be steadfast and immoveable^ always abounding inthe^fdrk 
tfthe Lord, 

2. See what danger there is in prosperity, v. 1 1 . Moab, though 
•o very wicked, enjoyed long prosperity, and that, by their abuse of 
it, helped to make them more so. This is too common in oar day ; 
Secceuse^men have no changes^ they fear not God^ think they are asf 
good as they need to be ; or that God is not displeased with their 
•*m». What little reason have we to be fond of prosperity, or (o 
envy those who enjoy it I This shows us why G«d chooses an af- 
flicted state for his people ; and how reasonable it is in them to ac* 
quiesceinit. 

S. See how odious pride is to God. This i» particularly speci' 
fied as the predominant sin in Moab, v. 29. it is several times men- 
tioned in varicMis expressions. It is a temper very hateful to God, 
especially ^hen it sliows itself in taking pleasure in the poverty or 
calamities of others. The whole of the chapter in this connection, 
corifirms Solomon's observation, that/nV/r gocih before dcstvuctionj 
and an haughty a/iirit brfore a fall. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

Contcdm a collection of firofihecieM agam9t several qf the neighbouring 

nations, 

1 /CONCERNING the Ammonites, thus saith the Lord ; 
V>l Hath Israel no sons ? hath he no heirs ? are they quite ex- 
tincty doth not Judah still survive ? why [then] doth their king, 
or<i Mtlconiy inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities ? 

3 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah, the chief city of 
the Ammonites ; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daugh- 
ters, the lesser cities^ shall be burned with fire : then shall Israel 
be ^eir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord ; he shall 
iakA their fiQssessions who have taken his ; which was the case un- 

3 der thrMaccabees. Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled : cry 
ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth ; lament, and 
nm to and fro by the hedges to hide yourselves ; for their king, 
that isj Milcom^ their gody shall go into captivity, [and] his 

4 priests and his princes together. Wherefore gloriest thou in 
the Holies, thy flowing, or fruitful valley, O backsliding daugh- 
ter, (fierhafis so called as being descended from Lot) that trusted 

5 in her treasures, [saying,] Who shall come unto me ? Behold^ 
I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord God of hosts, from 
all those that be about thee ; and ye shall be driven out evei*y 
man, right forth ; and none shall gather up him that wandtr- 
€th, afford Mm. shelter and habitation, 

6 And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children 
of Ammon, saith the Lord. ^ 

7 Concerning Eldom, or Idumea^ thus saith the Loed of hosts ; 
[Is] wisdom no more in Teman ? is counsel perished from the 
prudent ? is their wisdom vanished, for which Edom was once so 

B famous .?• Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, in caverns y in which 
they should Idde themselves j O inhabitants of Dedan ; for I will 
bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time [that] I will 

9 visit him. If grape gatherers come unto thee, would they not 
leave [some] gleaning grapes ? if thieves by night, they will 

10 destroy till they have enough, they would leave something. But 
I have made Esau bare, this shall be an utter destruction^ I have 
uncovered his secret places, where he hid his treasures^ and he 
shall not be able to hide himself : his seed is spoiled, and his 
brethren, and his neighbours, the Moabiies and Jlmmonitesy and 

1 1 he [is] not ; there is none left to say^ Leave thy fatherless children, 
I will preserve [them] alive : and let thy widows trust in me ; 

>2 though some understand this as God*s word to his people. For thus 
saith the Lord ; Behold, they whose judgment [was] not to 
drink of the cup, have assuredly drunken ; that isy the Jews did soj 

* Job^i fricids cane from tbit conittry. 
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who had not deserved U to fm$eh at the Edondtea ; and [arlT thou 
he [that] shalt altogether go unpunished ? thou shalt not go 

13 unpuniahedy but thou shalt aurely drink [of it.] For I have 
sworn by myselfy saith the Lord, that £^ah shall become a 
desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse ; and all the cities 

14 thereof shall be perpetual wastes. I have heard a rumour &om 
the Lord, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, [sayitg,] 
Gather ye together, and come against her, and rise up to the 
battle : God by hU secret influence 9haU gather them together^ bm 

15 if he had Mcnt an amdasaador among them. For, lo, I will make 
|6 thee small among the heathen, [and] despised amcmg men. Tliy 

terribleness, that m, thy secure situation^ hath deceived thee, [and] 
the pride of thine heart, O thou thatdwellest in the clefts of the 
rock, that boldest the height of the hill : though t|u>u shouldst 
make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from 

17 thence, saith the Lord. Also Edom shall be a desolation: 
every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at 

18 all tha plagues thereof. As in the overthrow of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the neighbour [cities] thereof, saith the Lord, no 
man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 

19 Behold, he, t/iat tt, Mduchadnezzar^ shall come up like a lion 
from the swelling of Jordan, against the habitation of th^ strong ; 
pJ^e a Hon driven from its den among the thickets^ whenJordan over- 

Jlovfed its banks^ and thereby was rendered more fierce : but I will 
suddenly make him run away from her, or, run u/ion her : and 
y^ho [is] a chosen [mant that] I may appoint over her ; or^I 
vdll give a charge to him that is a choice one (J^ebwhadnezzar) 
against her : for who [is] like me ? and who will appoint me 
the time ? and who [is] that shepherd that will stand before me? 
fifho foiU afi/ioint a time to contend with me T he shall bi no more 

$0 able to do it than a shefiherd to ofiftose an enraged Hon. There* 
' fore hear the counsel of the Lord, that he hath tak^ against 
Edom ; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the in* 
habitants of Teman ; surely the least of the flock shall draw 
them out ; the least rf the soldiers shall prevail against and de* 
stroy them : surely he shall make their habitations desolate with 

3 1 them. The earth is moved at the noise of their (all, at the cry 
the noise thereof was heard in the Red sc^l;' the neighbouring 

S2 country was astonished. Behold, he shall come up and fly as the 
eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah : and at that day shall 
the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heartof a woman 
in her pan^. 

23 Concernmg Damascus, the ca/dtal qf Syria^ Hamath is con^ 
founded, and Arpad : for they have heard evil Udings ; they 
are faint hearted ; [there is] sorrow on the sea ; as in a storm 

24 at sea ; it cannot be quiet. Damascus is waxed feeble, [and] 
tumeth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on [her :] an|;uish 

9^ and sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail. How is tb^ 
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56 city of praise not left, the city of my joy !* Therefore her young 
men shall fall in her streets, and aU the men of war shall be cut 

)7 off in that day, saith the Lord of hosts. And I will kindle m 
fire in the wall of Damascus^ and it shall consume the palaces 
of Benhadad, king tf Syria. 

2f Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoii» of HazoTf 
which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith 
the Loan ; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of ihm 

29 east ; that t«, fiart qf Arabia. Their tenu and their flocks shall 
they take away ; they shall take to themselves their curtainsf 
and aH their vessels, and their camels ; and they shall cry unto 
them, Fear [is] on every side ; there ahali be a urdveraal fiatdek. 

30 Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor^ 
saith the Lord ; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath tak* 
en coumel against you, and hath conceived a purpose against 

$\ you. Arise, ye Chaldeaney get you up unto the wealthy nation* 
that dwelleth without care, saith the Lord, which have neither 
gates nor bars, [which] dwell alone ; Hke ehefiherda in tentw* 

%% And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their 
cattle a spoil : <and I will scatter into all winds them [that are] 
in the utmost comers ; and I will bring their calamity from all 

33 sides thereof^ saith the Lord. And Plazor shall be a dwelling 
for dragons, [and] a desolation for ever ; there shall no man 
abide there, nor [any] son of man dwellin it ; ite inhabitanta^ if 
not sUdfi^ ehall be totaUy driven out of their cotmtry, 

54 The word of theLoRD that came toJeremiah the prophet against 
Elam, thePeratansy in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah^ 

15 kingofJudah, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold,! 
will break the bow of ^X^m^ famous for ita archera^ the chief of 

36 their might. And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from 
the four quarters of heaven,t and will scatter them toward all 
those winds ; and there shall be no nation whither ihit outcasts 

37 of Elam shall not come. For I will cause Elam to be chsmayed 
before their enemies, and before them that seek their liiie : and 
I will bring evil upon them, [even] my fierce* anger, suth the 
Lord ; and I will send the sword after them, till I h^ve con« 

38 sumed them. And I will set my throne, the throne ofJ^ebuchad- 
nezzar^ in Elam, and will destroy from thence the king and the 
princes, saith the Lord. 

99 But it shall come to pass in the lattefr days, [that] I wiD bring 
again the captivity of Elam, saith the Lord ; aceordhtgiy'the Per^ 
aiana fvere afierv>arda farnouM under Cyrua^ conquered JBadyton^ 
and became a powerful nation. 

* These are the wonlt of the people* or of Icremiili* who might hsve made a visit thenb 
;md been pkased with the place. 

t They shall be invaded by many en«mietf the Scythian and Chaldeant in partlcDlar« at 
l^iaoK time, at history infonns us that they were 
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REFLECTIONS. 

I. T XTE arc taught from hence, that God obscrvcB and resents 
VV the injustice of men to one another ; as in the case of 
the Ammonites, who seized the land of the Jews, and for that rcf 
ton were dispossessed of it again. He mai'ks the injustice of those 
who defraud persons of their substance ; or even their heirs, though 
they know it not, and cannot right themselves. Fraud in the least 
instances is displeasing to him ; and he will punish them that deal 
^deceitfully. 

2. How absurd is it for those who forsake God, to glory in their 
possessions, like the Ammonites, v. 4. who had a fruitful country 
and great treasures, while they were refractory and wicked. Many 
thus boast of their families, their honours and wealth, and make 
these their confidence, while they are destitute of religion : but 
Ciod will bring a fear and terror upon them, which all their abund- 
ance cannot silence. 

3. The eleventh verse suggests a comfortable lesson to widows 
and orphans. It indmates, that though it is a blessing and com- 
fort to heads of families to have relations and friends who will 
take care of their dependents, when they are dead and impoverish- 
ed ; yet that God will take care of them, provide for them, and 
preserve them t that is, if they serve the God o( their fathers, and 
trust in him. 

4. If God sees it good to afflict his people, what have not his ene- 
mies to fear I v. 12. His design is only to correct and improve 
ttiem; and if his corrections are so painful, and their cu^ of 
mfRiction so bitter, how dreadful must that be which he will put into 
the hands of the wicked I We may learn hence, what an evil thmg 
and bitter sin is, and how angry God is with it. 

5. From the whole chapter we are taught, how vain it is to think 
of escaping the judgments of God. Who can oppose his designs* 
or resist his power, when he will punish a wicked nation ? not the 
fortifications of Rabbah, nor the wisdom of £dom, nor the palaces 
of Damascus, nor the obscurity of Kedar, nor the bows of Elani : 
He can appoint whom he will to execute his vengeance. Various 
as the characters, circumstances, situations, and religions of these 
several countries were, God appears as their supreme Lord and dis- 
poser. We should therefore seek his fkvour, and trust only in hiwi 
in whose band is the fiite of nations. 
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CHAP. L. 

7%w and the next chapter foretell the fall qf Babylon and the rettonb* 
tion qfltraelandJudah^ who were to survrue their opfiresaora ; and 
this long and enbUme prophecy vhu tent to Babylon for the encour* 
agement qfthe Jewish captives in that place. 

1 nr^HE word that the Lord spake against Babylon [and] 

X against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the pro- 

2 phet. Declare ye among the nations^ and publish, and set up a 
standard ; publish, [and] conceal not ; publish the good news to 
those nations that are oppressed by the Chaldeans : say, Babylon 
is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces ; her 

3 idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces. For out' 
of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall 
make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein : they 
shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast. 

4 In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the children 
of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, 
going and weeping : they shall go, and seek the Lord their 
God with genuine contrition^ they shall apply to Jehovah as the 

5 true Gody and not to idols. They shall ask the way to Zion 
with their faces thitherward, [saying,] Come, and let us join our- 
selves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant [that] shall not be 

€ forgotten. My people hath been lost sheep : their shepherds 
have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away 
[on] the mountains : they have gone from mountain to hill, 

7 they have forgotten their resting place. All that found them 
have devoured them : and their adversaries said. We ofiend not, 
because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of 
justice, even the Lord, the hope of their fathers ; because God 
did not cast them ojfy but they rejected hiAiy their adversaries 

8 thought this was a sufficient reason for devouring them. Remove 
out of thp midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the flocks ; let the great 
men lead the way, set a good example^ and go on resolutely, 

9 For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an 
assembly of great nations from the north country ; fhe Persians 
and Medes : and they shall set themselves in array against her; 
from thence she shall be taken : their arrows [shall be] as of 

10 a mighty expert man ; none shall return in vain. And Chaldea 
shall be a spoil : all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the 

1 1 Lord ; they shall have abundance of plunder. Bt* cause ye were 
glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, 
because ye are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bt;llow as 
bulls ; because ye exceeded the divine commisMiony took pleasure 
in the destruction of my people^ and became luxurious by the plun* 

12 der of so many other nations ; Your mother shcvil be sore cou- 
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founded ; she that bare 70U shall be ashamed : beho(( (hg 
hindermostof the nations [shall be] a wildernessi a dryland/ 
and a desert ; or rathery it shall be the hindermoet of the natUmBf 

13 €wmemtuibley and a tpitdeme^e. Because of the wrath of the 
Lord, it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate : 
ererf one that goeth by Babylon shall be astonished, and hits at 

14 all her plagues. Put yourselves in array against Babylon round 
about : all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows> 

15 fi>r she hath sinned against the Lord^ Shout against her round 
about % she hath giren her hand, she hath murrendered herself: 
her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down : £d^ if 
[is] the vengeance of the Loa» : take vengeanee upon her: as 

f6^ she hath done, do unto her. Cut off the sower from Babylon, 
and him that handleth the sickle in the time of h^vest : Crefer-^ 
^^g ptrhapje to the great quantity sfland within the walls :) for 
fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his 
people, and they shaU flee every one to his own land. 

17 Israel [is] a scattered sheep ; the lions have driven [him] 
away : first the king of Assyria hath devoured him ; and )vA 
this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones ; 

18 niade an utter destruction of him as a nation. Therefore thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel \ Behold, I will pun^ 

\^sh the king of Babylon and his land, as I have punished the 

f 9King of Assyria. And I will bring Israel again to his halMtationf 
and he shall feed on Cannel and Bashan, ukI hb soul shaU be 

SO satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. In those days, and 
in that time, saith the Loan, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and [there shall be] none ; and the sins of Judah, 
and they shall not be found : for I will pardon them whom I 
reserve ; there shall be no more idola^ryy their sins shall be par* 
donedf and God perfectly reconciled. The next verse is God*s 
eomndssisn to Cyrus, 

%\ Go up against the land of Merathaim, [even] ag^ainst it, and 
against the inhabitants of Pekod : waste a£id utterly destroy 
after them, saith the Lord ; or^ « against the land of biUeitkesM 
go up ;* that isy against Babylon^ so called becausetl had proved 
such to the Jewish nation ; < upon it and its inhabitants visity 
svmrdy and utterly destroy their posterity ;** and do according to 
all that I have commanded thee. 

d2 A so\md of battle [is] in the &nd, and of great destruction. 

S3 How is the hammer ofthe whole earth cut asunder and broken t 

24 how is Babylon become a desolation among the nations t I have 
laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and 
thou wast not aware ; the city shall be taken by surprise : thou 
art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the 

25 Lord. The Lord hath opened his armory, and hath brought 
forth the weapons of his indignation : for this [is] the work of 

M the Lord God of hosU in the land of the Chaideansi Qovb0 

• Dr. J/«i.rn.> 
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Against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses ; otj 
fattening atalie : cast her up, or trample vfwn her as heaps, and 
^7 destroy her utterly : let nothing of her be left. Slay all her 
bullocks, the great men ; let them go down to the slaughter : 
wo unt^hem ! for their day is come, the time of their visila- 

28 tion. The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of 
Babylon, and who are glad to bring the tidings^ to declare in Zion 
the vengeance of the Lord our God, the vengeance of his tem- 

29 pie. Call together the archers against Babylon : the Persians^ 
who were Jamou» archers : all ye that bend the bow, camp 
against it round about ; let none thereof escape : retompense 
her according to her work ; according to all that she hath done, 
do unto her : for she hath been proud against the Lord, against 

30 the Holy One of Israel. Therefore shall her young men fall in 
the streets, and all her men of war shall \ye cut off in that day, 

3\ saiththe Lord. Behold, I [am] against thee, [O thou] most 
proud, saith the Lord God of hosts : for thy day is come, the 

32 time [that] I will visit thee. And the most proud shall stumble 
and fall, and none shall raise him up : and I will kindle a firt; in 
his cities, and it shall devour all round about him. 

33 Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; The children of Israel, those 
of the ten tribes who settled in Judea after the captix^ity of Israel^ 
and the children of Judah [were] oppressed together, and all 
that took them captives held them fast ; they refused to let 

34 them go. Their Redeemer [is] strong ; the Lord of hosts [is] 
his name ; he shall throughly plead their cause, that he may 
give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. 

35 A sword [is] upon the Chaldeans, saith the Lord, and upon 
the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and upon her 

36 wise [men.] A sword [is] upon the liars ; and they shall 
dote vpon their astrologers^ who yet could not foresee their own 
ruin : a sword [is] upon her mighty men ; and they shall be 

37 disn^ayed. A swond [is] upon their horses, and upon their 
chariots, and upon all the mingled people that [are] in the 

*^idst of her ; and they shall become as women : a sword [is] 

38 upon her treasures ; and they shall be robbed. A droiTght [is] 
upon her waters, and they shall be dried up ; (referring to the 
taking of Babylon by draining the river :) for it [is] the land of 
graven images, and they are mad upon [their] idols, at if they 

39 had lost the understanding of men. Therefore the wild beasts of 
the desert, with the wild beasts of the islands, shall dwell [there,] 
and the owls shall dwell therein : and it shall be no more inhab- 
ited for ever ; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 

40 generation.* As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
neighbour [cities] thereof, saith the Lord ; [so] shall no man 

4! abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein. Be- 
hoki} a people shall come from the north, and a great nation 

* Accordinglv it w;ui afterwardn made a paric for the ktngi of Pei\ ia, an4 by ik:^ 
quite ruined. t<* toat the remains vf it are not now to be fooitd. 

Vol. V. Hhh 
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and many kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. 

43 Tbej shall hold the bow and the lance : they [are! cruel, and 

will not show mercy : their voice shall roar like the sea, and 

they shall ride upon horses, [every one] put in array, like a man 

43 to the battle, against thee, O daughter of Babylon. The king 
of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his hands waxed 
feeble ; anguish took hold of him, [and] pangs as of a woman in 

44 travaiL Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling 
of Jordan unto the habitation of the strbng : but I will make 
them suddenly run away from her : and who [is] a chosen 
[man that] I may appoint over her ? . for who [is] like me ? 
and who will appoint me the time ? and who [is] that shepherd 

45 that will stand before me ?• Therefore hear ye the counsel of 
the LoBJ), that he hath taken against Babylon ; and his pur* 
poses, that he hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans : 
Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out : surely he 

46 shall make [their] habitation desolate with them. At the noise 
of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is 

I heard among the nations. 

REFLECTIONS. 

WAVING «iicb remarks as often occur concerning the power 
of God over the nations, his appointing and succeeding his 
instruments, and humbling nations for their pride, oppressiooi and 
luxury ; we here see, 

1. What is the diapoution of true penitents, and God's gracious 
regards to them, v. 4^ 5. They have godly sorrow for sin ; la* 
ment their former iniquities ; seek the Lord, and not idols, not the 
world and the flesh, but return to him as their God and ruler ; and 
seek the way to heaven, setting their faces thitherward, as fully 
bent and resolved to get there. They keep) he way to it, and sol* 
emnly devote themselves to God ; binding themselves by tbe 
strongest engagements never to depart from him ; and when ft$B 
is the caset then will God dlol out their sinsj and te gracious to 
thcmyV. 30. 

2. It is happy for his people amidst all their disti^esses, that God 
is their Btodeemer. Babylon was a most powerful nation ; it op- 

>. pressed and subdued all the nations round about, and brake Israel s 
' bones : but their Redeemer is strong ; able to humble their ene- 
my^ pride, and deliver his people. How delightful a thought, 
atfllds4 the expressions and persecutions of his church ! It afiords 
comfort likewise to particular souls, amidst the strength of tempta<t 
tions and corruptions. Let us be solicitous to keep near to God by 
cvnc^ prayer, and to engage his help ; for if God be for w^ vtho 
can be agamst U9 ? 

* Wbat had be«i tud In tl^ fcrmer chapter of NehachMliMzsxr't rninine Edoro, 't ^eie 
•aid of Babrloo ; a beaotifol contraic } the kiog oC Babyko* ytho was before rtprctent^ 
RtaliMf It now a IplplcM ibepbcrd 
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CHAP. LI. 

lb thU chapter U the ^firofihecy qf God*s severe Judgment against 
Ba&yhny in revenge qf Israel, 

I np'HUS saith the Lord ; Behold, I will raise up against 

X Babylon* and against them that dwell in the mic^st of 

^em that rise up against mei that t>, in the midst of my enemies^ 

8 a destroying wind : And will send unto Babylon fanners, that 
shall £eui her, and shall empty her land : for in the day of trouble 

3 they shall be against her round about. Against [him that] 
bendeth let the archer, or Persian soldier^ bend his bow, and 
against [him that] Ufttth himself up in his brigandine, or coat 
qf maily and spare ye not her young men ; destroy ye utterly all 

4 her host. Thus the slain sludl fall in the land of the Chaldeans, 

5 and [they that are] thrust through in her streets. For Israel 
[hath] not [been] forsaken, nor Judah of his God, pf the Lorjd of 
hosts ; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy 

6 One of Israel. Flee out ofjthe midst of Babylon, and deliver 
every man his soul : be not cut off in her iniquity ; for this [is] 
the lime of the Loan's vengeance ; he will render unto her a 

7 recompense.* Babylon [hath been] a golden cup in the Lord's 
hand, that made all the earth drunken wth her idolatry : the 
nations have drunken of her wine ; therefore the nations ire 

• mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed : howl for her ; 

9 take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. We would 
have healed Babylon, but she is not healed ; Daniel and other 
profihets re/iroved her for idolatry ; forsake her,ybr she is irre* 
eoverahlcy and let us go every one into his own country ; for 
her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up [even] to 

10 the ^ies. The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness, 
ory deUverancey and justified us against the cruelty qfthe £fadylO' 
niansy and the idolatry they vfould imfiose : come^ and let us de- 

M Clare in Zion the work of the Lord our God. Make bright the 
arrows ; gather the shields : the Lord hath raised up the spirit 
of the kings of the Medes $ Dariusy Cyrus* uncle : for his de« 
vice [ia] against Babylon, to destroy it ; because it [is] the 

12 vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance of his temipe. Set up 
the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, ^, 
setup the watchmen, prepafe the ambushes: for the Lord' 
hath both devised and done that which he spake against the in- 

13 habitants, of Baby lon« O thou that dwellest upon many waters, 
that isy on the river Eu/ihratesy which ran through Babylon and 
round ity abundant in treasures, thine end is come, [and] the 

U measure of thy covetousness. The Lord of hosts hath sworn 
by biftiself, [saying,] Surely I will fill thee with men, as with 

*-They mi^rht think it tafi^t to be in Babvfnn, bat Ood commMKfe tbcm to ro otit. a« 
Chrin warnnlthe Christiana befort the liege ot «.£rusaiem> and thiu was the meto* of aay. 
ibg sll who believed hia word. 
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15 caterpillers : and they 9ha^\ lift up a shout aganistthee. Hehatlf 
made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by hi9 
wisdom^ and hath stretched out the heaven by his uiid4frstafld' 

16 ing. When he uttereth [his] Toice, [there is] a multitude of 
waters in the heavens : and he causetb the vapours to ascend 
from the ends of the earth ; he maketh lightnings ^Uh rain, 

17 and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every man 
is brutish by [his] knowledge ; every founder is confounded by 
the graven image : for his molten image [is] folsehood, and 

18 [there is] no breath in them. They [are] vanity^ the work of 

19 errors : in the time of their visitation they shall perish. TJie 
portion of Jacob [is] not like them ; for he [is] tlie former of all 
things : and [Israel is] the rod of his inheritance ; tb&l^ORD 

20 of hosts [is] his name. Thou, Cvrus^ {siit] my battle ax [and] 
weapons of war : for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, 

2 1 and with thee will I tfestroy kingdoms ; And with thee will I 
break in pieces the horse and his rider ; and with thee will I 

22 break in pieces the chariot and his rider ; With thee also will I 
break in pieces man and woman ; and with thee will I break in 
pieces old and young ; and with thee wHl I break in pieces 

33 the young man and the maid ; I will also break in pieces witli 
thee the shepherd and his flock ; and with thee will I break in 
pieces the husbandman and his yoke of oxai ; and with thee 

24 will I break in pieces captains and rulers. And I will render 
-unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil 

that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the Lord r t/A 

25 9hall nee my vengeance upon them. Behold, I [an*] against thee, 
O destroying mountain, saith the Lord,* which destroyest all 
the earth : and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll 
thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a biwnt moun- 
tain ; it shall be put out^ and nothing remain but a heap of anhet 

26 and cindern. And tlwry shall not take of thee a stone for a cor- 
ner, nor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt be desola^Jbr 

2f ever, saith the L6rd. Set ye up a standard in the land,9kw 
the trumpet anvHig the nations, prepare the nations against her, 
call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and 
Ashchenaz ; appoint a captain against her, unde$f the govern^' 
mental the Medea ; cause the horses to come up as the rough 

28 caterpiHers. Prepare against her the nations with the kings of 
the Medes^ the captains thereof, and all the ruleni thereof, and 

2^ all the land of his dominion. And the land shall tremble and 
sorrow : for every purpose of the Lord shall be perforated 
against Babylon, to make the land of Baby Ion a desolation 

30 without an inhabitant. The mighty men of Babylon have 
forborn to fight, they have remained in [their] holds : their 
might hath failed ; they became as women :t they have burned 

* B-thTlon If so called on account of its high wHllt and Cowers; as a bornin; rooootajn* U 
cast out fire, and coosumrd all afaoot *t. 

t This wa« fiilfine<l in Cyni*' orde/, that not a Chalilcaa should show his head oo paks •$ 
4cath# wltile be went round the city after it was uJurO. 
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2\ her dWeHing places ; her bars are broken* One post shall run 
to meet another, and one messenger to meet another ; to show 

32 the king of Babylon that his city is taken at [one] end,* And 
that the passages are stopped, by turning the course of the rrver^ 
and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war 

33 arc affrighted. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel ; The daughter of Babylon [is] like a threshing floor, 
[it is] time to thresh her : yet a little while, and the time of her 

34 harvest shall come. Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath 
devtmred me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty 
vessel, he hath swallowed me up like a dragon, be hath filled his 
belly with my delicates,he hath cast me out ; he hath awaltovfcd the 
Jew8 f9hole^ serfienia do their prey ^and should throw them ufi again ^ 

35 The violence done to me and to my flesh, [be] upon Babylon, 
shall the inhabitant of Zion say ; and my blood upon the inhab- 

36 itants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefoi^ thus saith 
the Lord ; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance 
for thee ; and I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry. 

37 And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, 

38 an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant. They 
shall roar together like lions ; they shall yell as lions' whelps. 

39 In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them 
drunken^ that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
not wake, saith the Loan ; their city shall be taken at a great 
festival^ when most of them are drunk and asleefi ; and while theij 
are engaged m their drunken revels^ I mil /ire/iare a different 

40 CI0, a^nal oftiatefor them, I will bring them down like lambs 

41 to the slaughter, like rams with he goats. How is Sheshach ta« 
ken ! and how is the praise of the whole earth surprized ! how 

42 is Babylon become an astonishment among the nations \ The 
sea is come up upon Babylon : she is covered with the multi- 
tude of the waves thereof ; vast armies are often cov^iarrd to 

43 tffo^?. Her cities are a desolation « a dry land, and a wildci* 
D^kaland wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth [any] son 

44 of man pass thereby. And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I 
will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed 
up ; the vessels and sacred treasures of the Jetus : and the na- 
tions shall not flow together any more unto him, to present their 

45 o/JMngs nrea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. My people, go 
ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul 

46 from the fierce anger of the Lord. And lest your heart faint, 
and ye fear for the nftnour that shall l)e heard in the land ; a 
rumour shall both come [one] year, and after that in [anotlei] 
year [shall come] a rumour, and violence in the larul, ruler 

47 against ruler.f Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will 

• Contidf rinft the vast extent of the city, ami ihat the u .lace was in the muWIe, 't m-wt 
M a Imijr ttme before they knew thit the enemy h ul %'hi>A entrancf . Ancient writers say 
it WM three days befot-e the whole city wai ^tcquaintrd with it. 

t Wlim war be^an in the cointry, !n the fir^i year Ht^Uhuz4i 's army wat beaten, in ihe 
•«••"« y«r the city was httie^d, anil in the third ytar It wai taken. 
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do jiulB^nieiit upon the grcren images of Babjrleo : mi b«r 

whole land shall be oonfomukd, and all her «Uin «hall &1I m the 

4S midat of her. Theo the heaven and the earth, and all that 

[is] therein^ shall sing for Babflon : fer the spoilers shall come 

49 onto her from the north, saith the Loan, As fiahfkn [hath 
caused] the slain of Israel to fisdl» so at Babyloii ahsM Ul the 

50 slain of all the earth. Ye that have escaped the swerdf go 
away, stand not still ; remember the Loan a&roff,and ktt Je- 
nisiJem come into your mind ; think not qf Babylon^ hu return 

51 toJermalem. We are confounded, because we have heard re- 
proach : shame hath covered our &ces : for straagm^ are 
come into the sanctuaries of the Lobd*s house ; itUa r^mach 
to us that the wanctusrp thouid continue waste j when we may go 

§2 and rehmid it. Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Loan, that I will do judgment upon her graven images : and 

53 through all her land the wcxraded shall groan. Though Baby- 
,. Ion should mount up to heaven, and though she should fiirtif^ 

the height of her strength, [yet] from me ^ball spoilers come 

54 unto her, saith the Lord. A sound of a cry [cometh] from 
Babylon, and great destruction from the kuid ckT the Chaklea&s : 

55 Because the Loan hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of 
her the great voice ; when her waves do roar Bke great waters, 

56 a noise of their voice is uttered : Because the ^mler is como 
upon her, [even] upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, 
every one of their bows is broken : for the Lord Gon of rec- 

57 ompenses shall surely requite. And I wiU make drunk her 
princes, and her wise [men,] her captains, and her rulers, and 
her mighty men : and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
net wake, saith the King, whose name [is] the Loan of hosts. 

5$ Thu9 saith the Lord of hoste ; The broad wafls of Bal^km . 
shall be utterly broken, and her high gates ahaU be burned with 
fire, though the walls are J^fiyfeet broad, and three hundred feet 
highf/idl of towers and strong brazen gates ; and the pd^e ahaO 
kbour in vain to save themselves^ and the folk in thd9l*e, and 
they shall be weary. 

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah 
the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, m^en he went with 
Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of 
his reign. And [this] Seraiah [was] a quiet prince ; or rmther, 
the chief chamberlainy who was charged with some present arXrih^ 

60 ute to the king of Babylon, So Jeremiah vrrote in a. book all the 
evil that should come upon Babylon, [even] all these words 

61 [that are] written agair.n Babylon. And Jeramiah said to Se- 
raiah, When thou contest to Babylon, and shalt see, and ahalt 

62 read all these words to the ca/itive Jews ; Then shah thou 'tey, 

63 O LosD, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that 
none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall 
be desolate for ever. And it shall be, when thou hast hmmIc an 
end of reading this book^ [that] thou shalt bind a stone to it, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMIAH. UL 44;7 

M cMt it into the midst of Euphrates : And thou shalt styt 
Thus shalt Babjrlon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I 
will brmg upon her : and they shall be weary ; they shall not 
sueceedf whatever aHemfit9 the§ may make for their safety. Tims 
far [are] the words of Jercimiih. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. /^ OD's wonderful appearancea for a people ought to be ac- 
VJ knowledged in the pubKc assembly, v. iO« Those benefits 
1^ which many share/ ought to be owned with united hearts and 
tongues> especially the blessings of peace and national prosperity. 
3. It becomes us to concern oyrselves in the interests of the 
church ; to have Jerusalem in our mind, though at a dbtance fron^ 
it. Whether in prosperity, or in trouble^ still the concerns of the 
church should affect our hearts i and we should seek the things qf 
Jesus Christ, 

3. When we are hearing the declarations of God*s word, we 
ought to acknowledge the truth and justice of them, v. 63. Babyr 
Ion was now flounshing, its strength and populousness made it un* 
likely that it should be taken and destroyed , but Seraiah is direct* 
ed to own, after reading the predictions against it, that they were 
God's declarations, and would certainly be fulfilled : and thus sliouM 
we acknowledge, Lardy thy words are true^ thyjudgmeiKs are right. 

4. The accomplishment of this pix>phecy should confirm our 
faith in the downfall of mystical Babylon, the church of Rome ; 
which is described in images like these ; the motlxer of harlots, tlie 
seat of idolatry and persecution. Many passages in the Revelations 
are taken from this chapter ; particularly the angel taking a mill- 
stone and casting it into the sea, is an allusion to the prophet's 
casting the book into Euphrates ; and we may rest assured that 
it shall be fulfilled in its season. Let us pray for its accomplish^ 
raent ; and in the mean time^ as God hath granted us deliverance 
from Baiiylon, let us declare in Zion the works of the Lord, 



CHAP. LII. 

7%w historical chapter was added by some other handy firohably by 
Ezray ({fter JeremaJfs timey to throw light ufion the firofihecies qf 
this boeky and to illustrate the Lamentations^ which follow. It con* 
tains an account of Zedekiah*s rebellion ; of the siege and taking qf 
Jerusalem ; ofZedekiah^s sons being killed^ and Ids own eyes pui 
ojU ; and of the city being spoiled and burned. 

1 ^If^Vi'EYilAH [was] one and twenty years old when he be- 
JLa gan to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name [was] Hamutal the daughter oJF Jeremi* 

2 ah of Libnah. And he did [that which was] evil in the eyes of 
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3 theLoRD9 2u:«ord{ngtoailth«tJetM>iftki]nhaddone. Forthnmg^ 
the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 
tin he had cast them out from his {Mvaence^ the ftresence of hU 
firoruidence in the landy and ofhin grace in the temfile^ that Zede- 
kiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 

4 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the 
tenth month, in the tenth [day] of the month, [that] Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jeru- 
sal em, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round 

5 iihouUtofirrventreUe/and to baiter the city. So the city was 

6 besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah/ And in the 
fourth month, in the ninth [day] of the month, th^ &mine was 
sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the 

7 land, many having Jled out of the country into it.* Then the city 
was broken \ip, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out 
of the city by night, by the way of the gate between the two 
walls, which [was]bythe king's garden ; (now theChaldeans [were] 
by the city round about :) and they went by the way of the plain* 

i But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho ; and all his army 

9 was scattered from him. Then they took the king land carried 
him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Ha* 
10 math ; w;here he gave judgment upon him a^ a rebel. And the 
king orBabylon sfcw the sons, the young children^ of Zedekiah 
before his eyes : he slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. 
I \ Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah ; and the king of Baby* 
Ion 1)ound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put 
him in prison till the day of his death. 

1 2 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth [day] of the month, 
which [was] the niheteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, [which] serr- 

13 ed the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, And burned the house 
of the Lord, and the king's house ; and all the houses of Jeru« 
salem, and all the houses of the great [men,] bumecUhe with 
fire ; the temftle having been $fiared when the city foa» taken^ a 
cruel resolution was formed a month ajterward to destroy both it 

1 4 and the city : And all the army of the Chaldeans, that [were] 
with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about, that it might make no Jurther resistances 

1 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive 
[certain] of the poor of the people, and the residue of the people 
that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to 

16 the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. But Nebu-* 
zaradan the captain of the guard left [certain] of the poorofUie 
land for viae dressers and for husbandmen. • 

17 Also the pillars of brass that [were] in tlie bouse of the Lorh, 
and the bases, and the brazen sea that [was] in the house of 
the Lord, the Chaldeans brakeband carried all the brass of then^ 

• We hftve iilreftdfiil deteription of (his in the book of the ra«^T^riiiir>M. 
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18 to Babylon. The caldtxms alsoi and the shovels^ and the snuf- 
ferS) aad the howls^ and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass 

19 wherewith they zninistered, took they away. And the basons, 
and the fire pans, and the bowlsi and the caldrons, and the can* 
dlestickst and the spoonys^ and the cups ; [that] which [Svas] of 
gold [In] gold, and [that] which [was] of silver [in] silver, 

SO took the captain of the guard away. The two pillars, one sea, 
and twelve brazen bulls that [were] under the ba!s€s, which king 
Solomon had niade in the house of the LoRn : the brass of all 

2 1 these vessels was without weight* And [concerning] the pil- 
lars, the height of one pillar [was] eighteen cubits ; and a fillet 
of twelve cubits did compass it ; and the tliickness thereof 

22 [was] four fingers : [it was] hollow. And a chapiter of brass 
[was] upon it ; and the height of one chapiter [was] five cu- 
bits, with network and pomegranates upon the chapiters round 
about, all [of] bi*as8. The second pillar also and the pomegran- 

23 ates [were] like unto these. And there were ninety and six 
pomegranates on a side ; [and] all the pomegranates upon the 
network [were] an hundred round about. 

84 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, 
and Z^phaniah the second priest, nvho wat to act in case qfthe 
ttckneas or incafiacity of the high ftriegty and the three keepers of 

25 the door : He took aho out of the city an eunuch, which had the 
charge of the men of war ; and seven men of them that were 
near the king's person, which were found in the city ; and the 
principal scribe of the host, who mustered the people of tho 
land ; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were 
found in the midst of the city, andvho were the firincifiai fiersons 
employ ed in ftreventing Zedekiah*9 9urrender^ and in prosecuting 

26 Jeremiah. So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, 

27 and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. • And the 
king of Babylon smote them* and put them to death in Riblah in 
the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was canicd away captive out 
of his own land. 

28 This [is] the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away 
captive : in the seventh year, three thousand Jews and three 
and twenty of the tribe ofJudah^ (for there were in all ten thou^ 

29 sandy 2 Kings tmy, 1 4. J In the eighteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar, he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred 

50 thirty and two persons : In the three and twentieth year ofNeb* 
uchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carriedWMr 
captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and five pex'sons ; a imm 
captivity y not mentioned elsewhere^ (probably the persons concerned 
in the murder of Gedaliah ;J all the persons [were] four thou- 
sand and six hundred. 

5 1 And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the 
captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in 
the five and twentieth [day] of the month,* [that] Evilmero- 

* In the book of Kingf it is taid the twenty t«v«u^ ; pMbM* <^ vitdsn were (^veo iht 
tw^ty 6hh, and^excettStd tfw twenty tevrnth. 
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dach kinff of Babylon, in the [firstl year of his reign lifted app 
the heaoof Jehoiachin king of Ju<!rah, aAd brought him forth: 

32 out of prison, And spake kindly unto him, and set hh throne 
above the throne of the kings that [were] with hiitt in Babylotfa 

33 And changed his prison garments : and he did continually eat 

34 bread before him all the days of his life. And [for] his dietf- 
there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, 
every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of 
his life ; ^Ao/ 1«, he gave /dm an allowance for the etififiort tf hi^ 

family ; which wa9 an encouragement to the pious Jew$f and art 
omen qf their apflroachmg deliverance, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . /X ^ ^ general lesson from this chapter and the whole bo6k, we 
XjL may observe the sad consequences of rebellion against 
God, and of refusing to hearken to his word. Zedekiah woukl not 
take warning, though it was so plainly and affectionately gvven by 
Jeremiah ; and therefore he was involved in all this misery ; his 
sons were slain, his eyes were put out, and he was made a prisoner 
for life. The Israelites would not hearken, and therefore were they 
carried captive ; their principal persons slain ; and their city and 
temple destroyed. A terrible description of their misery will b<r 
seen in the next book. See how wretchedly God's own people may 
degenerate ; and that when they do so, their relation to him will 
not save them firom ruin, but expose them to greater. See also how 
righteous and faithful, how exact and punctual, how awfol and tern* 
ble, God is, in executing his threatenings. No word of his falls to 
the ground. May we, may all the inhabitants of Britain, take war- 
ning by this dreadful story I Ml these things happened to them/or en» 
samples^ and they are written for our admonition, 

2. From the captivity of Jehoiachin we may observe, what sur* 
prizing scenes of Providence sometimes open iqxm men ; and 
what a changing world this is. First he was a monarch ; then 
seven and thirty years a prisoner ; then released, and honourably 
supported. God knows how to bring about such changes ; he can 
debase the highest down to the dust ; can take the poor from the 
dunghill, to set them among princes ; and give men invour in the 
^^fA of their enemies. Those who are now prosperous should re« 
^mm^rjhe day qf darkness^ which may be many^ that they may be 
'4^^H|e and cautious. Those who have been long in deep affliction, 
^HHd be patient and contented ; not knowing what prosperous 
scenes may be before them. It is at least certain, that all good 
men shall experience a more wonderful change than this monarch 
did, when Christ shall call them from the prison of the grave^ 
give them the garments of praise for the spirit^ of heaviness, and 
advance them to sit down on his thronC) to be happy with hiak 
for ever. 
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THE LAMENTATIONS OF 
JEREMIAH. 

INTRODUCTION. 

r^HE Lameniaiioru qf Jerendah were eomfioMfd Moon tifter the de^ 
Mtmction qf Jerusalem and the cafttivity of Judah. They are 
dhfidtd into five distinct chafltersj which xir^ so many beautiful elegies^ 
hewaiUttg ihose sad events* 

CHAP. I. 

In which JerusalemU misery for her sins is related^ with her comJUmnfi 
and confession of God^s righteousness. 

1 TT OW doth the city sitsolitaiy, [that was] full of people t 
JL JL [how] is she become as a widow ! she [tliat was] great 
among the nations, [and] princess among the provinces, [how] 

5 is she become tributary ! She weepeth sore in the night> and 
her tears [are] on her cheeks, Hke a sincere mourner when alone: 
among aJI her lovers, oralUes^ she hath none to comfort [her :] 
all her inends have dealt treacherously with her, they are be- 

3 come her enemies. Judah is gone into captivity because cdP- 
affliction, and because of great servitude ; because they had afflf^ 
ed and ofi/iressed their brethren : she dwelleth among the hea- 
then, she findeth no rest : all her persecutors overtook her 

4 between the straits, or, in the narrow fiassages. The ways of 
Zion do mourn, because Bone come to the solemn feasts ; tA^ 
ways that lead to Zion^ which used to be crouded on those occo" 
sions : all her gates are desolate : her priests sigh, her virgin* 
are afflicted, and she fis] in bitterness ; all her mirth andgSsty 

.5 are gone. Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper ; 
for the Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her trans- 
gressions : her children are gone into captivity before the ene- 

6 my. And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is de|)art- 
ed : her princes are become like harts [that] find no pasture, 
and they are gone without strength before the pursuer ; not 

^ Hke a hunted deer^ wearied out in the chase ; but like one ready t9 
die with hunger before the cftase began, which therefore only makes 
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a feeble^ 9hart effort^ and then drofis down : a mo9t exftrewnve 

7 sindlt. JcruMlem remen^red in the days of her affliction and 
of her miieriea all her pleasant thio^ that she had in the days 
of okly God*9 fire^enee^ Ma temftley Mm ordinonceay and firofiheta^ 
-when her pcqpk fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did 
help her : the adversaries saw her, [and] did ipock at her sab- 
baths ; WTy laughtdat her di$continuing them^ a* ifnhe had onbf 

8 ke/it ikem out <ifd(Hh. Jerusalem hath grievously sinned ; there- 
fore she is removed : all that honoured her despise her, because 
they have seen her nakedness : yea, she sigheth, and tumetk 

9 backward. Her filthiness [is] in her skirts, it i» visible on her 
garmentM ; she remembereth not her last end ; therefore she 
came down wonderfully ; all is the effect of her sin : she had 
no comforter. O Loan, behold my affliction : for the enemy 

10 hath magnified [himself] The adversary hath spread out his 
hand upon all her pleasant things, ufion her rich Jumiturey jew* 
elsy and fiiau : for she hath seen [that] the heathen entered into 
her sanctuary, whom thou didst command [that] they should 

1 1 not enter into thy congregation. All her people sigh, they seek 
bread ; they have given their pleasant things for meat to re- 
lieve the soul ; seei O LorDi and consider ; for I am become 
vile. 

13 [Is it] nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 
me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted [me] in the day of his 

13 fierce anger.* From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and 
it prevaileth against them ; / am like a person struck %viih light* 
ningj which has broken my bones and pierced my vitals : he hath 
spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me back : he hath made 

14 me desolate [and] feint all the day. The yoke of my transgres- 
sions, the burden of my iniguitiesy is bound by his hand : they 
are wreathed, [and] come up uppn my neck 2 he hath made my 
strength to fell, the Lord hath delivered me into [their] hands, 

15 [from whom] I am not able to rise up. The Lord hath trod- 
den under foot all my mighty [men] in the midst of me : he 
hath called an assembly against me to crush my young men : 
the Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, fair 
and delicate as she wasy [as] in a winepress ; she was crushed to 

1 6 pieces by the Chaldeans^ as grapes in a press. For these [things] 
I weep ; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because 
the comforter that should relieve my soul, is far from me : my 

17 children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed. Zion 
spreadeth forth her hands m suppHcation^ [and there is] none to 
comfort her : the Lord hath commanded concerning Jacob, 
[that] his adversaiies [should be] round about him : Jerusa* 

* A bexutirul apoctroplie. much admired hj the critics. The platmiC kavfng no IHend 
or compuiton to open hit grief to, it forced to ioiftlore the pity of ttrangem and passCMra. 
It intiroates that no words were necessary to raise compassion, it was sufficient to kwk^ 
Ilis case, to see that his sorrow was oneooalted : It intimates also, that lie had met with litoi 
coqyyttgioa firom lomc that 1^ pasted by ', aud Uat therefore he expostuUted with ocherv 
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lem is as a menstnious woman among themi one set apart a9 
unclean. 

18 The IioRD is righteous ; for I have rebelled against his com- 
mandment : bear, I pray you, all people, and behold my sor- 
row : my virgins and my young men are gone into captivity. 

19 I called for my lovers, [but] they deceivt^d me : my priests 
and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they songfat 

20 their meat to relieve their souls. Behold, O Lord ; for I [am] 
in distress : my bowels are troubled ; mine heart is turned 

' within me ; for 1 have grievously rebelled : abroad the sword 
bereaveth, at home [there is] as death, or certain death by Jam' 

2 1 ine. They have heard that I sigh : [there is] none to comfort 
me : all mine enemies have heard of my trouble ; they are 
glad that thou hast done [it :] thou wilt bring the day [that] 
thou hast called, and they shall be like unto me ; thou vrilt eax^ 

22 cute like judgments i^m them^ as thou Aast/oretold, Let all tiieir 
wickedness come before thee, that z«, it $haU come ; and do unto 
them, or, thou wilt do unto them^ as thou hast done unto me for 
all my transgressions : for my sighs [are] many> and my hieart 
[is] faint. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1 . T^ H E distress of nadons ought to affiict every human heart. 
X See what calamities war makes ; and what ^reat reason 
we have to be thankful that we have not been witnesses oHf, or«hai*ers 
in, such terrible desolations. We have rea9<m to pity and pray for 
those who )iave ; and to bless God for peace and plenty. But O, 
think of those who are now returning to their houses and posses- 
sions, and find them all waste and desolate ; and offer up earnest 
prayers that God would support and provide for them. 

2. The distresses of the church will paiticulaHy affect every pi- 
ous heart. These the prophet tenderly laments. It is great joy 
to g«od men to see the church prosperous, and the ways to Zion 
crouded ; and grievous to see her assemblies broken up by perse- 
cution ; or her ways neglected by those who have no good reason 
for such neglect ; to see their places empty, though they can pur- 
sue their business or pleasure ; and thus throw contempt upon 
sacred things. It is grievous to hear the wicked mocking at their 
sabbaths. But pious men will not look upon them as less honoura- 
ble, delightful, and advantageous on tliat account. 

3. Let us acknowledge the hand and righteousness of God in all 
our afHictions. This is often mentioned, righteous art thou^ O Lord. 
It becomes us to acknowledge this before him, and before men. It 
is a great comfort that we can a{^ly to him and expect relief from 
him. Too many when afflicted are apt to adopt the passionate com- 
plaints of the prophet; but it would be better for them to observe and 
adopt his expressions of humiliation, and his prayers for support. 
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CHAP. II. 

Jkr e mU h ismentt JermtaUm*^ ndfery, tmd 9he U directed t9 me earnm 
eatlyfor mercy and pardon. 

1 TTOW hath the Lomo corercd the daughter of Zion with a 
XJL ckmd in his anger^ [and] cast down from hearen unto 
the earth the temflle^ the heauty of Israel^ and remembered not 

3 tke ark his footstool in the day of his anger I The Lord hath 
awidlowed up aO the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied ; 
be hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daugh« 
ter of Judah ; he hath brought [them] down to the ground : he 
hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof even the 

5 royal fianUg which he had chosen hhneeff:. He hath cut off in [his] 
fierce anger all the horn of Israel : he hath drawn back his 
light ha^ Alt wonted aMtUtance^ from before the enemy, and 
he burned against Jacob like a flaming Are, [which] deToiiretk 

4 round about He hath bent his bow like an enemy : he stood 
with his right hand as an adt^ersary, and slew all [that were] 
pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the ^ghter of 21^ 
the honourobkf the reverend and the young ; he pourtd out his 

5 fury like fire. The Lord was as an enemy, like a Hon : he 
bath swallowed up Israel, he hath swallowed up dl hei* palaces t 
be hath destroyed his strong holds, and hath increased in the 

6 daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation. And he hath 
violently taken away his tabamacle, as [if it were of ] a garden ; 
0» if it fVM a hovel or ohed in a garden, contemptible and eauly rr- 
mofved : he hath destroyed his places of the assembly : the 
Lord hath caused the solemn fisasts and sabbaths to be forgotten 
in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the 

T king and the priest. The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath 
abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the 
enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have made a noise in the 
bouse of the Lord, as in the day of a solemn feast ; but a very 
different noise f not the ehout of worehippersy but rf enemies ; not 
the dying groans of victims^ but qf the worshippers themselves. 

• The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of 
Zion ; he hath stretched out a line in righteousness^ he hath not 
withdrawn his hand fimm destroying : therefore he made the 
rampart and the wall to lament : they languished together^ 

9 Her gates are sunk into the ground ; he hath destroyed and 
» brokon her bars : her king and her princes [are] among the 
Gentiles ; the law [is] no [more ;] her prophets also frod no 
vision from the Lord ; her priekts and nobles are gone^ the 
book qfthe law is destroyed^ her worship is impracticable^ some qf 
her prophets are capttveSy others have no vision^ or none that is 

to comfortable. The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the 
ground; [and] keep silence : they have cast up dust upon theiti 
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heads ; thejr have giitied themselves with sackcbth ; the vir^ • 

i 1 gips of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground. Mine 
eyes do iail with tearsy my bowels are troubled, my liver is pour- 
ed upon the earth, ar^ lam wounded to the Hver^ ond mp giill i* 
poured outj for the destruction of the daughter of my pc<^ ; 
because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of 

13 the eity. They say to their mothers, who once Uved in affluence^ 
Where [is] com and wine ? when they swooned as the wound* 
ed in the streets of the city, when their soul was pouredout into 

13 their mother's boson. What thing shall I take to witness Ibr 
Uiee ? what thing shidl I liken to thee, O daughter of Jer^sa* 
lem ? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O 
virgin daughter of Zion? wi/he hadwdyIamgviteataioM4o 
Jtndanynnule 9trong enough ; where can wejind9ueh an inotanc£ 
^dUtreee ^ for thy breach [is] great like the sea ; there can ke 

|4 no meone found to etofi the inundation : who can heal thee ? Thf 
prophets have seen vam and foolish things for thee : and they hove 
not discovered thine iniquity, lo turn away thy captivity ; but 
have seen for thee fidse burdens and causes of banishment ; iitef 
have not dealt fikdnfy^ hut have deceived thee with/aiee hopes and 

is Jlattertng pr^phecie^j which have hastened thy Hdn* All that past 
by clap [their] hands at thee ; they hiss and wag their head at the 
<hNigbter of Jerusalem, [saying, Is] this the city that [men} 

16 call The perfecdon of beauty, the joy of the wlu^e earth ? Att 
thine eneimes have opened their mouth against thee : they hiss 
^and gnash the teeth : they say. We have swallowed [her] u|» s 
certainly this [is] the day that we looked for ; we bare fouad^ 
we have seen [it,] we expected it would come to thisy and wecouid 

17 wishjbr nothing more. The Loan hath done [that] which be 
had devised ; he hath fidfilled his word, that he hath command- 
ed in the days of old ; that is^ the threatenings qf hislawy (Lev. 
xxvi. Id.) he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied : Mid he hath 
caused [thine] enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the 

U horn of thine adversaries. Their heart cried unto the Loan, O 
wall of the daughter of Zion^ let tears run down like a river day 
and night : give thyself no rest : let not the apple of thine eye 

19 cease. Arise, cry out m the night : in the beginning of the 
watches pour out thine heart like water before the JGetce of the 
lioan : lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young 
children, that fiiint for hunger in thb top of every street. 

30 Behold, O Lord, and consider to whom thou hast done this. 
Shall the women eat their fruit, [and] children of a span long \ 
shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the 

31 Loan? The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets : 
my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword ; thou hast 
slain [them] in the day of thine anger ; thou hast killed [and] 

23 not pitied. Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors 
roundabout, so that in the day of the Loan's anger none escap* 
ed nor remained : those that I have swaddled and brougbt^uf 
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hath mine enemy consumed ; wherever I turrtj I %ee terrorm. 
coming a« ihick a* I have aecn worsM/^rB coming from all partly 
in the day$ <if ourfeoMf. 

REFLECTIONS- 

1. TTCT*^ mutt adcQowMge that it is jufit in €k)d to ti^e tway 
VV those prinleges which men abuse. Israel had many 
glorious advantag;es above other nations, but they gT^w earelese^ 
disobedient) and presumptuous ; therefore God was righteoiiS in 
taking them away. He destroyed the tabernacle) wliich they had 
neglected ; made the ways of Zion mourn, which they had forsaken ; 
he caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths ta cease, which they had 
dewrted and pro&ned ; he took away the prophets, whom they had 
in treated, and the law which they had forgotten. \jeX us tiAe 
warning by this ; for if we do not value and improve our chrrrtian 
privileges, God iHH take them away. Let us rememker^ whence we 
kaocfaUen^ and refienij ien he ame qukkly and taite 4u vandleMtick 
Jrom tit. 

2. In God's dealings with his ehuFch, it is good to take notice df 
tfie accomplishment of his word. This Israel is often renunded of, 
that the Lord hath done what he hath proposed and devised, and ful- 
ffiled the word which he commanded in the days of dd. There is 
a constant agreement between the declarations of God^s wordt and 
the events of his providence ; and the more carefully vire compare 
them together, the greater reason we shall see to acknowledge that 
his judgments are right, and to be afhiid of his just indigiiation. 

3. The want of faithfulness and plainness in christiaD ministers, 
b one source of national calamities. It is dieir duty to discover to 

' men their iniquities, and to show them their sins, in order to pre- 
vent their everlasting banishment from God and happiness. If 
they flatter them, and address them as if all was vrell^ when they 
know, or have reason to believe, that they are yet in their sins, they 
are false prophets, are accessary to the ruin of souls, and endaiyger 
their own salvation. We should therefore allow them to deal plen- 
ty with us, because they are thereby consulting our happiness, aa 
well as discharging their own duty. 

4. Prayer ought to be our business, and will be our best relief in 
time of trouble. An instructive view is here given us of the nature 
of prayer, waA that fervency in it which we ought to manifest, v, 19« 
It is crying to the Lord^ lifting up, the hand% toward him^ with earnest- 
ftess and importunity, pouring out the heart like water ; so free 
and fun and particular should our supplications be. I9 any man 4/1 
Jlictedy let himthuM firay / 9tir ufi himself to take hold on God ; and he 
will in the best time and way deliver him out of all his distresses. 
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CHAP. III. 

The prophet in tliU chafitcr emouragcM the fieofiU to resignation^ and 
to truit m the divine mercy j he vindicatee $he goodneae of God in 
€ilihis disfiemationsj and the unreasonmbienesa of mttrmuring under 
them s herecommende eel/ examination and repentance ; and then^ 
from their experience qf farmer deliueranceSf encouraget them to 
look to. God for the pardon if their eine^ atid retribution to their en^ 
emiee. The chapter ia poetical, like the former^ but as may be uen 
by the length qfthe veraee^ ia tf different meaaurej it containa tven" 
ty tvfo perioday according to the number (flettera in the Hebrew al- 
pliahet i and each period containa thru veraea^ which have all the 
aame initial letter^ 

1 T [AM] the man [that] h«Ui seen afflktioii by the rod of hU 

, 2 X wratix > repreaen/ing the case (f hia country aa hia own. He 

hath led me,and brought [me into] darknees^ Uit not [into] light. 

S Surely againat me is he turned, Af who waa formerly kind to me s 

4 he tumoth his band [against me] all the day. My flesh and my 

^ skin hath he made old ; he hath broken my bonea. He hath 

bttilded againat me» and compassed [me] mth gall and travel. 

-6 He hath set me in dark placest as [they that be] 4ead of old. 

7 He hath hed^ me aboiit) that I ^:annet get out ; there ia no 

poaaibiUty tfmy eacafici he luOh made my chain heavy ; lam 

fi like a malefactor atrongly fettered. Alsairhen I cry and shoutt 

9 he shottetb out my prayer. He hath inclosed my ways with 

hewn sUHie» he hath made my paths crooked ^ Itry every way 

f and place tojget out of my trouble^ but cannot. He [was] unto 

i 1 me [as] a<bear lying ia waitf [and as] a lion in aecret places. He 

hath turned aside my ways, cut (ffmy retreat^ and turned fuU up* 

12 jonmcy and pulled nve in pieces : he hath made, me desoliUe. He 

^3 hath bent his boW| and set me as a mark far the arrow. He 

hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins ; he 

14 haih given me mortal and tncurabU- wounda. I was a derision to 
all my people ; or^ the people qfmy enendea ; [and] their song all 

15 the day. He hath filled me ^th bitterness^ he hath made me 
i6 drunken with wonjiwood. He hath also bvoken my teeth with 

gravel stones, he hs^ covered me with ashes ; or, deceivedme 
17 wih aahea^ giving me aahea inatead (f bread. And thott hast re- 

moved mj soul far off frmn peace : I fargat prosperity, oi?^ 
48 deapaired qfita return. And I saU, My strength and my hope is 

19 perished from the Lobb : Remembering mine affliction and my 

20 misery, the wormwood and the gall. My soul hath [them] still 
in remembnince, and is humbled in me ; / harve atill new occa* 

3 1 done to recollect them. This I recall to my mind, that ia^ thia which 

foUowa i I have yet atorea tfcom/ort^ therefore have I hope. 
%2 [It is of] the LoRo'i mercies that we are not consumed, bc 
^3 cause his compassions fail not. [They are] new every mom- 
VoL. V. K k k 



Digitized by 



Google 



458 LAMEKTATIONS. III. 

S4 ing : great [is] thy faithfulness. The Lord [m] my portioa, 

^5 ^ith my soul ; therefbre will I hope in him. The Leiti^£t&} good 

^6 unto them that wait for him, to the soul [that] seeketh hijh' JFh 

is] good that a [man] should both hope and quietly wtit tor to 

27 salvation of the Lord. [It is] good for a man that he bear the 

28 yoke in his youth. He sltteth aloile and kcepeth silence, be* 
cause he hath borne [it] tlpoft hiih ; when it w laid i^ionfamht 

29 M disponed to $eriou9 reflection and conMerdtion. He putteth hi$ 
mouib in the dust ; if so be there may be hope of ve gt umn g the 

SO divine favour, H« giveth [his] cheek td him .that smiteth him ; 
he nubmits tp ivjiiriesffom rken't he i6 %lle€ full with reproidi. 

31 for the Lord will not cast off for e^r : But thoiigfi he came 

32 gt'ief, yet win he have compassion according to ther^i«iltitude of 

his mercies ; he vriitftlead the coMe ^hi$ fieofiley and"tfing^em 
^ 53»oti/ ffc(^tivity. For he doih not afflict willingly, nor griM 
^34 the childfeh of men. To crush under his feet all the priaonm 
■ 55 of the earthy hy violence or frauds To turn aside the right df t 

man before theTace of the most High, vithoutany r^ardto 
'36 Mm^ To subvert a man in Tii? caiise, the Lord approveth wk ; 
*" ' 6ta i* '&8plea&ed with ihe»e thing»y and vfiU fiumsh them ; as if be 
^ hadsaidy Though God gave the lairaeiifet'into'ihe hands ^ their ht- 

'^iesj'yet he disapfirtrved of thetfinhun/han emd xruki eonduet, and 

vnll reckon fbith them for it. ^ -> . r> ' r 

37 Who [is] he [that] saith, and it cbmeth to pass, [when] &c 

38 Lord commAndeth [it) not ? jOutof the motith ai the most 
High proCeedeth not^eril and' good ? or, doth "not evH*andgiod 
comi frmL^'him f khdt h/ however they nanfimH^ he tnferrt^ 

39 their designs. ' Whtfcfore doth a Kying man complain, a iiu(n 

40 for the punishm^t ofjiis^ins ? Let u^ search anjd try our ynfh 

4 1 and twm again t6 the Lord. Let Us lift up our heart with [ouf-j 
' 43 hands xihto God in the heavens. We ha^ transgressed and haw 

rebeHech thou hast not pardoifed } hdit not removed tkyjudgmem 

43 from iltr, 'Thou hast cor^red'thyfbce with ariger, and persecutSM 

44 us : thou'hast slain, t(fou hast not pitied. -ThoU iiast covered 
thyself with a clotid, that [our] pray€^' shotHd pot pass througli. 

45 Th6u hast made us [Is] the oflscouring a^ refuse tn the mSbX 

46 of the' people. All' our enemfes harc^' dpened their mouths 

47 against iis. l^earatid a snare is come upon tn, desolation and 
'48 destruction. Minfe-eye ^neth doi^ with fivers c^ water for 
; '49 the destruction of the daughter of m^ people. Mmo eye trick- 

50 leth down and cea^th riot, without any intieTmission, Tillt^ 

5 1 Lord look down and behold froW heavdh. Mine eye aflfixteth 
mine heart because of all the daughters of my city ; or^ because 
of the desolation of the city and country , and the calamitieM which I 

52 see in the towns and cities about Jerusalem, Mine etiemies chas- 

53 cd me sore, like a bird without cause. They have cut off roy 
life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me ; thisntfas aftfiUca' 

^ ble to Jeremiah Hteralh/y andy figuratively to others ; all are dih 

54 sc: ibed as one ftereon in deefi distress. Waters flowed over miiJe 

•* * *• ••- "Vr f ...^ 
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§S head ; [then] I said, I am cut off. I called upon thy name, O 
56 Lord, out of the low dungeon. Thou hast heard my voice : 
57 ' hide not thine ear at my hreathing, at my €47. Thou drewest 
"^ ^hiear in the ^ [that] I called upon thee t thou saidst, Fear not» 
5S' O Lord, thou hast j^eaded the causes of my soul ; thou hast 
59 redeemed my life. O Lord, thou hast seen my wrong ; judge 
#0 thou my cause. Thou« hast seen all their vengeance, [and] aU 
€ 1 their imaginations aoainst me. Thou hast heaivd their reproach, 
«2 O LoED, [and] all their imaginations against me ; The lips of 
those that rose up against me, and their device against me all the 

63 day. Behold their sitting down and their rising up ; I [am] 

64 their music. Render unto them) or^ thou wiU render unto them 
a recompense, O Lord, acpording to the work of their hands 

6^ agamt U9, Give them ^rrow of heart, thy curse unto them ; 

46 or, the cuths threaienal Qgairut the. enemies ofthyfieofile. Perse* 
cute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the 
Lord, tnAerir ihou ruLe%t mf^reme^ un^from vfhence thcif can go*nQ 
wherey hut thou const reach them, 

,— REFLECTION. 

THE practical reflections that may be drawn from this ehapter 
are too many to be distinctly specified. The most important 
(^them have been illustrated and recommended at large. It is su£- 
feient now to observe, that it is particularly suited to the case of 
those who are in affliction^ It directs them to observe the hand of 
God in it ; not to be surprized if their affitctions be long und heavy, 
and if God seems to shut out their prayer. It is our duty in such 
cares to humble ourselves before him, and to acknowledge that it 
ia qfhiM mercies that we are notcontumed. It is unreasonable to com^ 
plain of the punishment of our nns ; mid our duty to search an^l 
try ourselves ; to repent, an4 return to God ; and continue in 
prayer, though we are ^ot immediately answered. We are to hpfie 
and wait Jbr his salvation ; and )n the mean time to observe the 
mercies that are continued, which are new every morning ; to call 
to mind former kindnesses^ and all his promises. No condition 13 
so desolate, but the thoughts of God may afibixl relief, He does 
not'afflict willingly, and will at length have compassion. In the 
mean time let us rejoice in him as our portion. By accommodating 
«»upselvea to his providence, considering our ways, repenting, an^ 
returning to him, we shall find unspeakable and everlasting benefit ^ 
he will at length wipe away 9il tea^rsi ai4 turn our sighs 9^d groai)9 
'mo ererlastmg praise. 
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460 LAMENTATIONS. IV.- 

CHAP. IV. 

Jh vdttth the piHfid HMte ^ Zim is hemmkdf «• tmUfmUml wUkit9 
tvtgimu /iroifieritY i the tmtiomU mhwndet mre temderif kmi&U^ ^ 
mdihc ruin f^tht Mchmktt ftre^i^ed^ ter /Wvt ojoacvii.T^ OteL 
X. 12, 

I. TT O W is tbe gold become dim !* [how] is the tnoSt finer 
XJl gold, the gildingB of the temfiley changed ? tfic stones ot 
the sanctuary are ponred out in t?he top of every street ; there 
were many streets which led to the temfiley at the ends of which the 
ruins apfiearcdy from whence there used to be the most heautifui 

2 firosfiects. The precious sons of Zion, the princes afid firiestey 
comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitch* 

3 ers^ the work of f!»e hands of the potter !? Even the sea mon* 
sters, the very dragons^ draw out the breast, they give suck to* 
their young ones : the daughter of my people [is becmnel 
eruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness, awrf are forced through 

4 Jandne to neglect their own children: The tongue of the sucking 
child deaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst s the young 

5 children ask bread [and] no man breaketh [it] onto them. They 
that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: they thatwerc 
brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills ; they seek their food in 
the most nasty places, and lie on dunghills without strength to rai^ 

6 themselves up. For the punishment of the iniquity of the daugh- 
ter of ray people is greater than the punishment of the sin of 
Sodom, that was overthrown as in a momenr, and no hand* 
stayed on her ; it were better to have been at once burned in their 
houses, than to endure the horrors of a siege, and die by famine. 

7 Her Nazarites, or nobles, were purer than snow, they were 
whiter than milk, they were more ruddy in body than mbies^ 

8 their polishing [was] of sapjjhire : Their visage is blacker than 
a coal ; they are not known m the streets : their skin cleaveth 
to their bones ; it is withered, it is^ become Rke a stick ; their 
temperate diet contributed to their health and beauty, butj^through 

famine and hardship, they were reduced to skeletons. A beautiful 

9 but drea^ul contrast. [They that be J slain with the sword are 
better than [chey that be] slain with hunger t for these pine 
away, stricken through, for [want of] the fruits of the field ; it 
is better to die by a sudden stroke than such a lingering death. 

10 The hands of the pidfnl women have sodden, or boiiedfihtiT own 
children : they were their meat in the destruction of the daugh-^ 

f I ter of my people.* The Lord hath accomplished his fury ; he 
hath poured out his fierce anger, and fulfilled his threateninga^ 
that they should eat their children, (see Deut, xxxii. 22. Jer, xxi. 
14 ;) and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the 

12 foundations thereof. The kings of the earth, and all the inhab* 

• This hnm>enet1 In three in*tMice« to the Jew»» In the sieffc of SnmarU. in tb*" sicgr 6t 
JcnjK^lem, bv the Cbakieans. and afterward by the Roznaos. U U ivmarlaUe ihu «re Be9«v 
1^ id of eovh-'anollner iii&fiaB«o^ in hJltory^ 
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LAMENTATK»fS. IV. 4ffi 

ilHits of tlieworM) would not ha^ belici^tliatibtftflversarf 
• aad the encmf thoiikl have entered into the gatci of Jenuudem^ 

vMeh were ao uettfartjifitd^ and kmd bten in wome tMtanets ^mdt^ 
1% fmeui0iufy fintfrvetL For the si&ft of her prophets, [and] the 

islqiiitiesof herprkstOf that bare ahod the hlood of the jiutiit 

the midat of heri lAr ^kod ^ Ood^a Jmthfid prc/ihef and fttufiie^ 

14 They have wandered [aa] blind [men] in the atreeta, thef have 
polluted themselves with bloodi so that men could not tonch 
their garments ; there were to many dead careatBee^ tbat they 
cmddnot go by without touching them, and $o were poUuied them'^ 

15 Metpee, andfioUuted othere. They cried unto them^ Depart ye ^ 
[it is] unclean ; depart, depart, touch not : when they fled away 
and wandered,* they said among the heathen, They shall no 
more sojoom [there ;] they ahail never return to their own iand^ 

14 The angper of theLo«» hath drvided them ; he will no more 
vegaid them : they respected not the persons of the prieats* 
they fevoured not the elders ; no resfiect wom ehown to thdr char^ 

17 acter and office. As for us, our eyes aa yet failed lor our vain 
help : in our watching we have watched for a natson f that) 

It could not save [us ;] that f>, the JEgyfitugu. They hunt our 
steps^ that we cannot go in our streets ; they have raised their 
batterieo w high^ om to shoot ue in the $treet$ ; or it may rather 
rtfer to their watchi$tg at the camera ef the atreeta for thoae thai 
lay hid : our end is near, eur days art fialfilled ^ far our end i» 

19 confe. Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the 
heaven ? they pursued us upon $ht mountains, they laid wait for 

20 us in the wilderness. The breath of ournosthla, the anointed 
of the Lord, was taken in their pits, or toUa f 2^dekiah waa 
taken Hke a wild beaaty of whom we said. Under his shadow we 
shall live among the heathen ; we might have enj^oyed aome gov-' 

2\ emment and re^on t/iere. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 
Edom, that dwellest in the fand of Ux ;t yet tht cup also sfaatt 
pass through unto thee s thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make 

33 thyself naked. The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplish* 
ed, O daughter of ZioB ; he wilt no more carry thee away int^ 
captivity ; thou ahalt not be utterly coat off, thy cafitivity ahall be 
ahort : he will visit thine iniqutty, O daughter of Edem ; he^ 
will discover thy sins ; he will ahow how great they have been^ by 
hia heavier judgment ufion thee^ ttfion whom he will irtflict a long 
and laating fmniahment, 

REFLECTIONS- 

I. OEE h0wdreadrulacalamiqr&nuneis,andIetusbethatdtfu( 

1^ that we do not experience it. It is represented as worse than 

mortal wounds, yea, worse than the destruction of Sodom. A hor* 

* Tbh f tiodennmd of the he«thm npbraidlnf tbem r they cL<«d to call the hrathen trn* 
«le»n. and bU then d0Mit« now they take op the iMigoage* and apply it to the Jrwi; D#- 
#arf jv lmch»n, or pafloted, depart, depart. 

t This it spokra Ironically i like Solomon, "Rejotcr, O youDg aian In iliy yoaUi j^tlio* 

IPitduaofoffattaM 
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4^ LAMENT^qriONS. V. ^ 

fM> d ei cri pfion of whatMoohlless wm afcct ; childKiiihaicQiiId 
BttdHftibrtlwiiiitehres, crying for bread; parents faord tomif^rt 
«i»n ; cfVflD thoie who have been ^klkatety fed and cMbed perish* 
kig ott dnngldlla ; and women eiikig their own chfidrm* Hqrvi 
tlMiikinl ahould we be for piibtic peace, thai we have food coBv^^ 
iMT oursdvea and fomiKet ; and when vfe sk down to a ^kntifoi 
tMe» let ua nakt a «eikas> aalemn busioesa of adukowkdgmg th#f 
bouatf of God. «• 

3., We are taught thatno privileges wilt secure a sinful natioii. ' 
Here we see the temple destroyed ; its gold blackenedf the Lord's 
anomted carried captive, the prJNCSts, elders, and Nazarites of Israelii 
ileatroyed ; and all this was the effect of their own sin. Even the 
keathen remariEOd tMs, .and upbraided them with their pretended 
sanctity. If pemxis who profess religion and boast of their privi* 
leges, are widied^ andk'abuse them, all the worid will cry shame oq* 
than, and the righteous God will make ^em conlemptil^e and 
auaerable.^^^ A • , ** 

^X- God tAi ^teprivr men 4>f those comforts irom i|faicfa they ex-f 
ftele^ moist satisfoction. While the Jews had a Uc^ and priests^ 
they thought they should at lea^ enjoy some security and repose ; 
but God deprived th^m;of both. If we make any ^aftares tho 
bteath*of our nostrils ; if < they be' too dei^ to us, and our Uves bo 
boundup in theirs, it will be just m God to take away th^ breath ; 
tooonvinee us of.dm' foHy, and lead UBtogtorffy himiin^fho$e hand 
mrdpemthitfOndwfmteM^e^alieur.way^i % '^ ^ 

4. - Observe the diflSenmce between God's treatment of His people 
and his enemies. The pniiishment of Zion was indeed great and ^ 
dreadful, yet it was soon accomplished ; they were not utterly cast • 
oC But tho pw^shfi^ent' of ^Edom was equally great, and there 
was no i^estoration. If God's peoplesin) they shall suffer $ but 
their affliction is a fiitherly chastisement ; and when the &kd is sm- 
awered, it shall be removed ; whOe his' enemies, especially those 
who insult over the unfortunate, and rejoice in the ciJamity of the 
church, shaU be utteriy destroyed. Let it therefore be our dewe« 
to be chastened of the Lord) rattor than to be condemned with 
the world* . . 



CHAP. V. , 

21U< isatU were an Btdfihonema^ or conclution to thefireceding cfu^ 
ter^j repretenting the nation a« groaning 4mder their cQlandtie%^ and 
humbly sufi/iUcating the divine favour,^ 

1 T3 EMBMBER, O Lord, what is come upon us : consider, 
3 Xv and behold our reproach among the heathen. Our inher* 
S itance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. We are 

* Aftre%trr variety of baaotifia. tender, andpetbetie ia»cet» all exprc•«tv€t>f^deep dl^ 
Crest and sorrow. wer« pever more happily cbosctt autd appUc<IL Uon la Utese incowpanb^ 
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- Mpbtosf i^d&tlielrlesB, our ^mothers' C«re3 ativldiws, iA»tiiM» 

Al^dUhe^ end ex/H)$ed to all ttrof^r. We iMve dnmktfi mif 

^ -water for money ; our wood is sold unto us, mhtrtoB 6qfi>re mi 

' 5 J^d fUcnty 'Of ^k. Our necks [are] under perseculioti : we 

labour^ [and] have no rest ; we ere 9bgvt9 to owr tnem et^ wni 

> 6 heme no reot on our ^atdath^. Wehave given tile hand [to] the 

t F^ptians) [and to] the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread ; 

Vfe have eold ouroetvet Jbr $lave€ among tho9e people to whom w 

7 Jledjbr ohelttr. Our fathers have sinnedt [and*are] not ; they 

' are dead ; and we have- borne their iniquities ; imdevgone xAr 

puwhmmt iff them ; by Jbilomng their tranogreookmey andttot 

• taking VHtrmng by their cJkwdtiee^ «# ai^eqmie rvmed. Servants 

^ • have ruled ^"Htt us ; the Chaldetmo oUowed their oervanto to qH^ 

preoo themj and did not inlerpoee : [there is] W)ne that doth do- 

9 Uver [us] out of their hand. We gat our bread with [the peril 

of] our lives, because of the ^word of the wiklemesa ; if thef 

foent out of the city into the plain to get prcnnnoneythey were 46^ 

10 otroyed by the eword. Our ^n Was black like an oveOt because 

# II of the terrible £eunine. They ravished the-women in Zion, [and] 

^1S ithe muds in the cities of Judah. Princes are banged op by their 

^baMybythekand<^ the Chaldeam: the firaes of tide elders were 

*13 not honoured. The^ -took the yoim^ men to grind, and the 

«! childKirfeU under tne Wood ;' i<Mi;(^/i^e^tircfefit^«yo(M^/ they 

did the work qfsittu^Oj andjfttai iitrderUwf^lmd s0mi childre% 

I A 00 that they fainted under them. The elders have ceased from 

the gate, the young men %om their music ; they eon no longer 

1 5 entertain themaelvea or U9. The joy of our heart is ceased ; our 
dance is turned into mourning ; aU entertainmento and diveroiono 

16 are at an end. The crown is fallen [from] our head : wo unto 
us, that we have sinned I our kings andprieetoj and all our glory, 

17 are gone because qf our tins. For this our heart is Cednt ; for 
1$ these [things] our eyes are dim. Because of the mountain of 

Zion, which is i4<^|iVitg»t>l^^foii4?s Wflk Vl^oii it as in desolate 

19 places. Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever ; thy throne from 
generation to generation ; all our conifort is derived from thine 
eternity^ unchangeablenessy and faithfulness to thy promises. 

20 Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, [and] forsake us so long 

2 1 time ? TAim thou us unto thee, O Lord, and ^e, shall be turn* 
ed ; renew otir days as. of old ; restore us to our former flourish^ 
ing state. 77ie prophet then concludes with an humble expostula^ 

S3 tion. But thou hast utterly rejected us ; or, wilt thou utterly 
'. reject us f thou art very wroth against us ; or, thou hast been 
wroth with us exceedingly. 

REFLECTIONS, 

1. T7C7^£ Arc bci^ taught one general lesson, which cannot be 

^yV too often inculcated, that it is sin which deprives us of 

our "^bost valuable blessings. After the melancholy detail which 
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the pi«pb«t'li%ri grvet^/tlMdreadfol nuiefT of U$ ^^ 
tipallililklN«wordft4 Wo unto U9f for w< kavemmntd! ourrwi 
koviagtoovndves I auiU the i<Mirceofour cakmities. Evevf 
fmsivl cAect dMMildtdU be traced «p tothiecMuei and it be<- 
coanee ttt leriouslf to lay k to hetrt 

' 3. Wheameii have departed from God, hia ONiTv^rtiiig gntce it 
aiB cea aary ^ brittg theaa badu We ofkn aieet with the prqjAief s 
VQfiplkatieii in acn|Miire ; ium thm ua, and we •hail be homed. 
Men are bent tebackilide» hm loth to retsrn, and unable of themr 
«el¥eatodek. : Hownecesaaiy thes ia it, that thoae who are con- 
wiced of am ahottld effer vp their eameat aiippticatioBato God| that 
lie would convert them : aad if he exect hia aughtf powefv tew 
4ong and how deeply aoever thef ha^e revokedi their aoula will be 
•ftatored, ami led in the patha of righteouaaeaa. 

3. The utichaBgeahleneM of God it the great comfort of hisaC' 
fltotedpe^le. Itiatheirdutf to iaaitate the prophet in pouring out 
4heir oomplainto before the Lord t and (to encourage their h^) 
ito fix their thonghtt on God'a eternity, hia perpetual dcmiinion, aid 
wnchangeable gforiea. The changea of the world affect not hiai ; 
he aeea, directs, and overrulea them all t he la the same when the 
wacld ia in oonftiaien and thechurch indanger,m when aU things 
aire eaaf and happy. Let thia preserve our peace, and anifnateoiw 
iMpe in tiftff diatreatiog caae, that tke Lord ektUl ragu fittvpr^ 
emdtJfyQml^OZum! iiraugkmu ^ genermdouK 
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